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The armed conflict in Southeastern Ukraine, unleashed by the 
country’s political and military leaders, has led to disastrous 
consequences: entire settlements have been destroyed, infrastructure 
and critical supply systems have been obliterated, numerous civilian 
casualties, an endless stream of refugees forced to leave the areas of 
fighting.

We can call the deliberate extermination of the Russian-speaking 
population in entire regions, use of heavy offensive weapons against 
civilians, targeted shelling of hospitals, schools and kindergartens 
nothing other than the violation of international norms relating to the 
protection of civilian persons in time of war.

The punitive mopping-up operations in populated areas, the killing 
of women and children, the abductions and killing of journalists, the 
torture of civilians and prisoners cry out to the heart of every normal 
person.

The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation has no right 
to stand aside from these tragic events and is committed to thoroughly 
record all crimes committed by nationalist battalions and the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine, the evidence of violations of human rights in 
Ukraine and the most important right – the right to life.

We therefore initiate the prompt prosecution of war criminals and 
nationalists. These criminal cases are investigated as thoroughly as 
possible, so that the guilty perpetrators get their just deserts.

To this end, the Investigative Committee has set up a specialized 
department for investigation of crimes involving the use of prohibited 
means and methods of warfare, whose work is assisted by all Investigative 

Dear Colleagues,
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Committee’s investigative units in the areas to which refugees are 
arriving.

Actively conducted investigative actions are aimed at the 
identification of particular military personnel of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, members of the National Guard and the Right Sector, pilots, 
gunners, snipers, those who gave and carried out orders for air strikes, 
shelling and the annihilation of civilians in the south-east of the country.

But justice does not only require criminal law measures. People 
should know the truth about this terrible fratricidal war unleashed by the 
nationalist regime in Ukraine. This is why the Investigative Committee 
of the Russian Federation prepared The White Book of Crimes based 
on the materials of criminal cases. 

It is designed to attract the attention of the international community 
and international human rights organizations to the flagrant acts of 
violence against civilians, especially against defenseless women and 
children, to encourage the international community to become more 
active in the peaceful settlement of the conflict in Southeastern Ukraine. 

The material used in the book represents an objective analysis of 
the situation in Southeastern Ukraine from a human rights and the rule 
of law perspective.

Chairman of the Investigative Committee
of the Russian Federation

Colonel General of Justice Alexander I. Bastrykin
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The emergence and development of the armed conflict in Ukraine

CHAPTER I. THE EMERGENCE AND DEVELOPMENT  
OF THE ARMED CONFLICT IN UKRAINE.  
THE ROLE OF THE INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEE  
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN THE INVESTIGATION 
OF WAR CRIMES

The political crisis in Ukraine, precipitated by the government’s 
decision to suspend preparations of the signing of the European Union-
Ukraine Association Agreement, had led to mass protests organized by 
the opposition in November 2013 in downtown Kiev and other cities, 
collectively called Euromaidan.1 

On February 18, 2014, the political situation deteriorated sharply. 
The subsequent transient events shifted the focus and goals that 
protesters were originally pursuing: the matter of signing the Agreement 
was superseded by calls for the resignation of the government. The 
violence of ‘Euromaidan’ driven largely by radical nationalists and 
Kiev’s official government’s indecision started the centrifugal processes 
of dismantling the Ukrainian statehood. Fearing the consequences of a 
possible right-wing radical victory, representatives of government of the 
south-eastern regions of Ukraine started preparing for possible changes 
in the status of their regions, which was most strongly expressed in the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea. 

During the night of February 22, 2014, in a power vacuum that 
was created after law enforcement agencies’ units abandoned the center 
of Kiev, the armed groups Right Sector and Maidan Self-Defence 
took over the government quarter. The Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovich fled Kiev. On February 22, 2014, the people’s deputies in 
the Verkhovna Rada building, controlled by the opposition, adopted 
the resolution: “On self-withdrawal of the President of Ukraine from 
performing his constitutional duties and setting early elections of the 
President of Ukraine.” Contrary to the current legislation, the duties 

1   Hereinafter in the present chapter in the description of political events in Ukraine, 
the following sources are used, in particular: White Book on violations of human rights 
and the rule of law in Ukraine (November, 2013 – March, 2014), (April – mid-June, 
2014), (July – November, 2014) (Moscow: MFA of Russia, 2014); Mass human rights 
violations during the conflict in Ukraine, 2013-2014: The annual report of IGCP, 
Information Group on Crimes against the Person (IGCP), edited by A.R. Dyukov 
(Moscow: Publishing center of the Historical Memory foundation, 2015).
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of the president were assigned to A. Turchynov on February 23, who 
had been elected as chairman of the Verkhovna Rada a day earlier. On 
February 27, the interim government was created headed by the acting 
prime minister A. Yatsenyuk.1 

On March 16, 2014, a referendum was held in the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol in which the majority 
voted for the reunion of Crimea with Russia. On March 18, 2014, 
the Treaty on the Accession of the Republic of Crimea to the Russian 
Federation and on Forming New Constituent Entities within the 
Russian Federation was signed in the Kremlin.

The Crimean events developed against the backdrop of the 
deteriorating situation in the south-eastern regions of Ukraine. The 
‘Euromaidan’ was still negatively perceived by a considerable part of the 
population. As a result, there was a sharp rise in protests against the new 
Kiev government, which responded with the use of force, including the 
arrests of leaders of the protests and using the Maidan Self-Defence and 
Right Sector units to intimidate opponents of the Maidan. The actions 
of pro-Maidan militants have become one of the most important factors 
in the escalating violence in Southeastern Ukraine.

On April 7, 2014, a meeting was held by the ‘People’s Council 
of Donbass’, during which the ‘Donetsk People’s Republic’ (‘DPR’) 
declared their sovereignty.

On the same day, the acting president of Ukraine, A. Turchynov, 
announced the beginning of an ‘anti-terrorist operation’ (ATO) in the 
Donetsk, Lugansk and Kharkov regions. However, neither the military 
nor the majority of the law enforcement of Ukraine in Donbass were 
ready to fight against the militias. For this reason, Kiev undertook the 
creation of paramilitary groups from amongst Euromaidan activists.

On April 13, the Ukrainian minister of internal affairs announced the 
creation of a ‘corps of special units of the Ministry of Internal Affairs on 
the basis of civilian formations’. Apart from the paramilitary battalions 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (the Azov Battalion commander, A. 
Biletsky, was a neo-Nazi, the battalion included Swedish neo-Nazis), 

1   See also: Report of the International Advisory Panel on its review of the Maidan 
Investigations of 31 Mar. 2015, Council of Europe website, accessed Apr. 30, 2015, 
http://www.coe.int/ru/web/kyiv/report-on-maidan-investigations.
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D. Yarosh’s Right Sector militants also operated in the interests of the 
Kiev authorities.

On April 27, during a meeting in Lugansk, protesters declared the 
sovereignty of the newly-formed ‘Lugansk People’s Republic’ (‘LPR’). 
It was announced earlier that referendums would be held on May 11 
on the declaration of state independence of the Donetsk and Lugansk 
republics.

The ‘anti-terrorist operation’ accompanied by civilian deaths 
and the massacre of anti-governmental protesters in Odessa, led to 
the growing mood of protest in the Donetsk and Lugansk regions. On 
November 2, 2014, elections of heads of the republics took place in the 
self-proclaimed DPR and LPR. Kiev’s response was to increase military 
pressure as well as organize an economic blockade of the region.

Since June 2014, Kiev authorities carried out the said operation 
using all the main types of heavy weapons. During the fighting, 
Ukrainian forces carried out artillery and air strikes on militia-
controlled settlements, while having no regard for the victims among 
the civilian population, attacking not only military targets, but also 
residential areas.

The 2014–2015 Minsk Agreements and other efforts to end the 
armed conflict by the international community, including the active 
participation of the Russian Federation, brought some positive, but 
far from the desired results. The OSCE Special Monitoring Mission 
continues to record breaches by the Ukrainian authorities of the Minsk 
Agreements,1 and international human rights2 organizations are finding 
gross violations of human rights. Given the internal armed conflict that 
the authorities of the country continue to pursue, the criminogenic 
situation in Ukraine remains tense.

The reports of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, including the latest ones prepared, also recorded the 
following facts:

indiscriminate shelling of densely populated civilian residential 
areas, carried out by the Armed Forces of Ukraine, resulting in daily 

1   OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine, OSCE website, accessed Apr. 30, 
2015, http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm.

2   https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/europe-and-central-asia/ukraine/; https:// 
www.hrw.org/europe/central-asia/ukraine, accessed Apr. 30, 2015.
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mass casualties, including children, women and the elderly (in total, 
during the time period from mid-April 2014 to 15 August 2015 in the 
conflict area in the east of Ukraine, there were at least 25,493 casualties, 
of which at least 7,883 people were documented as killed and 17,610 as 
injured);

violations of international humanitarian law by the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine and volunteer battalions under their control;

enforced disappearances, arbitrary and incommunicado detention, 
torture and ill-treatment committed by the army, battalions, especially 
Aydar, Dnipro-1, Kyiv-1, Kyiv-2, and law enforcement agencies of 
Ukraine;

crimes committed against journalists by law enforcement and other 
authorities of Ukraine.1 

The events in south-eastern Ukraine fall within the definition 
of armed conflict of a non-international character, as defined in the 
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, 
and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed 
Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977, and in this regard are regulated 
by this Protocol and other applicable rules of international humanitarian 
law that has been officially recognized by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross.2 

The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation is 
conducting pre-trial proceedings on the criminal acts committed in 
Ukraine, such as:

the military and law enforcement of Ukraine using heavy offensive 
weapons having indiscriminate effects for shelling of residential areas in 

1   Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights’ Reports on 
the human rights situation in Ukraine of 16 Sept. 2014, paras 4–5, 24, 41–43, 45, 47 
(pp. 3–4, 7, 11–12); 1 Dec. 2014 to 15 Feb. 2015, paras 5–7, 14, 21–25, 37–40, 59–60 
(pp. 3–5, 7–8, 10–11, 15–16); 16 Feb. to 15 May 2015, paras 7, 13, 25–26, 40–49 (pp. 
4–5, 7–8, 10–12); 16 May to 15 Aug. 2015, paras 4, 22–34, 49–56 (pp. 3, 7–12, 15–
17), UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine website, accessed Oct. 4, 2015, 
http://www.un.org.ua/en/information-centre/news/1870.

2   Ukraine: ICRC calls on all sides to respect international humanitarian law: 23-
07-2014 News Release 14/125, ICRC website, https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/
documents/news-release/2014/07-23-ukraine-kiev-call-respect-ihl-repatriate-
bodies-malaysian-airlines.htm; What the ICRC is doing in Ukraine: 14-08-2014 Facts 
and Figures, ICRC website, https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/fact-
figures/08-04-ukraine-activites-response-crises.htm, accessed Apr. 29, 2015.
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International Committee of the Red Cross 

The International Committee of the Red Cross is concerned about the 
effects of the conflict in eastern Ukraine on civilians. The ICRC director 
of operations, Dominik Stillhart, has arrived in Ukraine to discuss with 
the parties concerned both the situation in general and the efforts to 
repatriate the bodies of those who died in the “Malaysia Airlines” plane 
crash on July 17, 2014.

“Fighting in eastern Ukraine continues to take its toll on civilians, 
and we urge all sides to comply with international humanitarian law, 
otherwise known as the law of armed conflict,” said Dominik Stillhart. – 
“These rules and principles apply to all parties to the non-international 
armed conflict in Ukraine, and impose restrictions on the means and 
methods of warfare that they may use.”

The ICRC has already shared its concerns bilaterally with the 
parties and reminded them that they must at all times distinguish 
between civilians on the one hand and persons directly participating in 
the fighting on the other.

The ICRC reiterates that, under international humanitarian law, 
attacks may only be directed against military objectives and not against 
civilians, nor against civilian objects such as homes, schools, medical 
facilities and vehicles, community shelters or places of worship. 
International humanitarian law also stipulates respect and protection 
for the civilian population and those not (or no longer) participating 
in hostilities, such as the sick, the wounded and those who have been 
detained, who must be treated with dignity at all times.

July 23, 2014 from News release 14/125
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the self-proclaimed Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics for the 
purpose of complete extermination of the national group of Russian 
and Russian-speaking people living in these regions (genocide);

the use of heavy weapons for precision artillery shelling of schools, 
preschools and other civilian infrastructure, which have caused the 
death of people, including a large number of minors;

shelling of the Russian border area from the territory of Ukraine;
hostage-taking, murder, attempted murder, disappearances, 

kidnapping, illegal detention and false imprisonment of citizens of 
the Russian Federation, in particular journalists, for the purpose of 
obstructing their lawful professional activities;

criminal prosecution of knowingly innocent citizens of the Russian 
Federation;

the attack on the Embassy of the Russian Federation in Ukraine;
attempt on the life of and use of violence against officers of law 

enforcement authorities;
public appeals for terrorist activity and public justification of 

terrorism;
incitement of hatred and enmity;
public appeals to unleash an aggressive war;
rehabilitation of Nazism;
desecration of burial sites of Soviet soldiers; 
mercenarism of citizens of the Russian Federation.1 
In the course of the investigations, the norms of both conventional 

and customary international law are taken into account, in particular 
those reflected in the decisions of the International Tribunal for 
the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of 
International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the 
Former Yugoslavia since 1991.2 

The vast majority of the said acts are not investigated by the 
Ukrainian authorities either at all or in a proper manner, as proven by 
the reports of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human 

1   Since 1993, Ukraine participates in the International Convention against the 
Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries of 4 December 1989.

2   See, e.g.: Prosecutor v. S. Gali . Case No. IT-98-29-A. 30 Nov. 2006. § 130; 
Prosecutor v. T. Bla[ki]. Case No. IT-95-14-T. 3 Mar. 2000. § 180; Prosecutor v. D. Tadi .  
Case No. IT-94-1-AR72. 2 Oct. 1995. § 101.
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Rights,1 which, among other international obligations of Ukraine, 
violates Article 6 of the 1993 Agreement on First-Priority Measures for 
Protection of Victims of Armed Conflicts ratified by Ukraine in 2006 
(“Each Party shall take all necessary measures for suppression of any 
acts violating international humanitarian law including the application 
of effective measures of prosecution and punishment to the persons 
who organized, committed or ordered to commit an act classified as a 
war crime or a crime against humanity under international law and/or 
domestic legislation”).

The extension of criminal jurisdiction of the Russian Federation 
with respect to such offences committed in both southeastern Ukraine 
and Kiev as well as other parts of the territory of Ukraine is based on a set 
of principles of extraterritorial jurisdiction recognized by contemporary 
international law, – passive and active personality, protective and 
universality principles, in conjunction with their domestic statutory 
regulation in Article 12 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation. 
By virtue of the universality principle such extraterritorial reach of 
jurisdiction constitutes not only and not so much a right as Russia’s 
obligation to the international community.

Thus, in accordance with Article 1 of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12  
August 1949, the High Contracting Parties undertake not only 
to respect, but also to ensure respect for this Convention in all 
circumstances, including its Article 3 on non-international armed 
conflict. By implication of this rule, the enforcement by any 
Contracting Party of any other Contracting Party’s compliance with 
the Convention, in order to achieve its objectives, must inevitably 
include the possibility of using criminal law means in the form of 
institution and conduct of respective investigations and judicial 
proceedings by any Contracting Party.

The verification of reports of crimes and the investigation of 
such criminal cases are done in most cases by the Department for 

1   See, in particular: Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights’ Reports on the human rights situation in Ukraine of 16 Sept. 2014, paras 71–85 
(pp. 16–18); 1 Dec. 2014 to 15 Feb. 2015, paras 16–17, 69, 72, 74–78 (pp. 6, 17–19); 
16 Feb. to 15 May 2015, paras 3, 13, 101–28, 133–137 (pp. 3, 5, 21–29); 16 May to 15 
Aug. 2015, paras 117–18 (p. 28).
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Investigation of Crimes Involving the Use of Prohibited Means and 
Methods of Warfare created in 2014 as part of the Main Investigative 
Department of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, 
in cooperation with other divisions of the central office and investigative 
units of the Investigative Committee, bodies which carry out operational 
search activities, the MFA of Russia and other competent authorities of 
the Russian Federation. The Investigative Committee has accumulated 
significant experience in investigating cases in this category, in particular 
the circumstances of the Georgian-South Ossetian armed conflict in 
August 2008.

The Investigative Committee operates on the basis of universally 
recognized principles and norms of international law and international 
treaties to which the Russian Federation is a party, in particular, the 
principles of the sovereign equality of States, non-interference in 
matters within the domestic jurisdiction of any State, enshrined in the 
Charter of the United Nations, the 1970 Declaration on Principles of 
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation 
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations 
and the 1975 Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe, while fully respecting the territorial sovereignty of Ukraine 
and the international law governing relevant officials’ immunity from 
foreign criminal jurisdiction. Collection of evidence in those criminal 
cases is conducted on the territory of the Russian Federation, and 
where it is necessary to gather evidence located abroad, it is obtained 
strictly in accordance with the procedure provided for in treaties of the 
Russian Federation.

In the course of the investigations, in order to ascertain the 
circumstances of the crimes, 22 requests for legal assistance were 
forwarded to the competent authorities of Ukraine, of which 11 were 
answered by the Ukrainian side. It follows from its responses, however, 
that the requests have actually been left unexecuted.

Pursuant to the Federal Law of December 28, 2010 No. 403-FZ on 
the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, the Criminal 
Procedure Code of the Russian Federation and other legislation 
governing the organization of this body of preliminary (pre-trial) 
criminal investigation, in its investigatory activities the Investigative 
Committee complies fully with international standards of investigation 
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of crimes: the independence, impartiality, thoroughness, effectiveness, 
genuineness and promptness.1 

Currently, the Investigative Committee conducts proceedings in 
58 criminal cases concerning the events in Southeastern Ukraine, in 
which 30 persons have status of a suspect or accused; one accused, S.N. 
Litvinov, is held in custody. Two criminal cases have been forwarded to 
court with indictments. In one of them, in September 2015, the Moscow 
City Court, on the basis of the jury verdict, sentenced to seven-year 
imprisonment a Russian citizen, A.A. Razumov, who recruited Russian 
citizens to take part as mercenaries in the armed conflict on the side of 
the Ukrainian nationalist organization ‘Right Sector’ in Southeastern 
Ukraine. The other criminal case – against a Ukrainian national, N.V. 
Savchenko, accused of murdering Russian journalists I.V. Kornelyuk 
and A.D. Voloshin, and an attempted murder of other civilians, as 
well as illegal crossing of the State border of the Russian Federation, is 
pending with the Donetsk City Court in the Rostov region.

Those charged with the crimes and evading the investigation have 
been put on the wanted list and can be arrested, either on the territory 
of the Russian Federation or in the framework of international or 
interstate search on the territory of a third country, and extradited to the 
Russian Federation to stand trial before Russian courts. The running 
of the statute of limitations with regard to both criminal prosecution 
and a judgment of conviction (including rendered in absentia), shall be 
suspended until the moment of detention of the accused or the convicted 
or his voluntary surrender and confession. Statutory limitations to 
persons who have committed an offence under Article 356 of the RF 
Criminal Code (use of prohibited means and methods of warfare) and 
some other offences under investigation, are not applicable.

In addition to the interests of national justice, the materials and 
evidence or their copies gathered by the Investigative Committee can be 
submitted to the bodies of international justice, inter alia, to determine 

1   See on international standards of investigation: Report of the Committee of 
independent experts in international humanitarian and human rights laws to monitor 
and assess any domestic, legal or other proceedings undertaken by both the Government 
of Israel and the Palestinian side, in the light of General Assembly resolution 64/254, 
including the independence, effectiveness, genuineness of these investigations and 
their conformity with international standards. UN General Assembly, Human Rights 
Council, fifteenth session (UN doc. A/HRC/15/50 of 23 Sept. 2010), paras 17-34.
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the Ukrainian government’s responsibility for internationally wrongful 
acts.

According to information available to the Investigative Committee, 
the European Court of Human Rights has accepted for examination 
551 applications of citizens of Ukraine relating to the violation of their 
rights as a result of the armed conflict in the country.



17

The emergence and development of the armed conflict in Ukraine

DECLARATION OF MINSK 
IN SUPPORT OF THE “PACKAGE OF MEASURES FOR THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MINSK AGREEMENTS” 

(Minsk, February 12, 2015)

The President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, the President of 
Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko, the President of the French Republic, François 
Hollande, and the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Dr. Angela 
Merkel, reaffirm their full respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Ukraine. They firmly believe that there is no alternative to an exclusively 
peaceful settlement. They are fully committed to undertake all possible 
individual and joint measures to this end.

Against this background, Leaders endorse the Package of Measures for 
the Implementation of the Minsk Agreements adopted and signed on February 
12, 2015 by all signatories who also signed the Minsk Protocol of September 
5, 2014 and the Minsk Memorandum of September 19, 2014. Leaders will 
contribute to this process and will use their influence on relevant parties to 
facilitate the implementation of that Package of Measures.

Germany and France will provide technical expertise for the restoration 
of the segment of the banking system in the conflict-affected areas, possibly 
through the establishment of an international mechanism to facilitate social 
transfers.

Leaders share the conviction that improved cooperation between the 
EU, Ukraine and Russia will be conducive to the crisis settlement. To this 
end, they endorse the continuation of trilateral talks between the EU, 
Ukraine and Russia on energy issues in order to achieve follow-up stages to 
the gas winter package.

They also support trilateral talks between the EU, Ukraine and Russia 
in order to achieve practical solutions to concerns raised by Russia with 
regards to the implementation of the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade 
Agreement between Ukraine and the EU.
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Leaders remain committed to the vision of a joint humanitarian and 
economic space from the Atlantic to the Pacific based upon full respect for 
international law and the OSCE principles.

Leaders will remain committed to the implementation of the Minsk 
Agreements. To this end, they agree to establish an oversight mechanism in 
the Normandy format, which will convene at regular intervals, in principle 
on the level of senior officials from the foreign ministries.

PACKAGE OF MEASURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF  
THE MINSK AGREEMENTS

(Minsk, February 12, 2015)

1. Immediate and comprehensive ceasefire in certain areas of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions of Ukraine and its strict implementation as of 15 February 
2015, 12am local time.

2. Withdrawal of all heavy weapons by both sides by equal distances in 
order to create a security zone of at least 50 km wide from each other for the 
artillery systems of caliber of 100 and more, a security zone of 70 km wide 
for MLRS and 140 km wide for MLRS ‘Tornado-S’, Uragan, Smerch and 
Tactical Missile Systems (Tochka, Tochka U):

– for the Ukrainian troops: from the de facto line of contact;
– for the armed formations from certain areas of the Donetsk and 

Luhansk regions of Ukraine: from the line of contact according to the Minsk 
Memorandum of Sept. 19th, 2014.

The withdrawal of the heavy weapons as specified above is to start on day 
2 of the ceasefire at the latest and be completed within 14 days.

The process shall be facilitated by the OSCE and supported by the 
Trilateral Contact Group.

3. Ensure effective monitoring and verification of the ceasefire regime 
and the withdrawal of heavy weapons by the OSCE from day 1 of the withdrawal, 
using all technical equipment necessary, including satellites, drones, radar 
equipment, etc.

4. Launch a dialogue, on day 1 of the withdrawal, on modalities of local 
elections in accordance with Ukrainian legislation and the Law of Ukraine 
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‘On interim local self-government order in certain areas of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions’ as well as on the future regime of these areas based on this 
law.

Adopt promptly, by no later than 30 days after the date of signing of 
this document, a Resolution of the Parliament of Ukraine specifying the 
area enjoying a special regime, under the Law of Ukraine ‘On interim self-
government order in certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions’, based 
on the line of the Minsk Memorandum of September 19, 2014.

5. Ensure pardon and amnesty by enacting a law prohibiting the 
prosecution and punishment of persons in connection with the events that 
took place in certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine.

6. Ensure release and exchange of all hostages and unlawfully detained 
persons, based on the principle: ‘all for all’. This process is to be finished on the 
day 5 after the withdrawal at the latest.

7. Ensure safe access, delivery, storage, and distribution of humanitarian 
assistance to those in need, on the basis of an international mechanism.

8. Definition of modalities of full resumption of socio-economic ties, 
including social transfers such as pension payments and other payments 
(incomes and revenues, timely payments of all utility bills, reinstating taxation 
within the legal framework of Ukraine).

To this end, Ukraine shall reinstate control of the segment of its banking 
system in the conflict-affected areas and possibly an international mechanism 
to facilitate such transfers shall be established.

9. Reinstatement of full control of the state border by the government of 
Ukraine throughout the conflict area, starting on day 1 after the local elections 
and ending after the comprehensive political settlement (local elections in 
certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions on the basis of the Law of 
Ukraine and constitutional reform) to be finalized by the end of 2015, provided 
that paragraph 11 has been implemented, in consultation with and upon 
agreement, by representatives of certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions in the framework of the Trilateral Contact Group.

10. Withdrawal of all foreign armed formations, military equipment, as 
well as mercenaries from the territory of Ukraine under monitoring of the 
OSCE. Disarmament of all illegal groups.

11. Carrying out constitutional reform in Ukraine with a new constitution 
entering into force by the end of 2015 providing for decentralization as a 
key element (including a reference to the specificities of certain areas in the 
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Donetsk and Luhansk regions, agreed with the representatives of these areas), 
as well as adopting permanent legislation on the special status of certain areas 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions in line with measures as set out in the 
footnote until the end of 2015 (see the footnote).

12. Based on the Law of Ukraine ‘On interim local self-government order 
in certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions’, questions related to local 
elections will be discussed and agreed upon with representatives of certain areas 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions in the framework of the Trilateral Contact 
Group. Elections will be held in accordance with relevant OSCE standards 
and monitored by OSCE/ODIHR.

13. Intensify the work of the Trilateral Contact Group including through 
the establishment of working groups on the implementation of relevant aspects 
of the Minsk agreements. They will reflect the composition of the Trilateral 
Contact Group.

Footnote:
Such measures are, according to the Law on the special order for local 

self-government in certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions:
exemption from punishment, prosecution and discrimination for persons 

involved in the events that have taken place in certain areas of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions;

right to linguistic self-determination;
participation of organs of local self-government in the appointment of 

heads of public prosecution offices and courts in certain areas of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions;

possibility for central governmental authorities to initiate agreements with 
organs of local self-government regarding the economic, social and cultural 
development of certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions;

state supports the social and economic development of certain areas of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions;

support by central government authorities of cross-border cooperation in 
certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions with districts of the Russian 
Federation;

creation of the people’s police units by decision of local councils for the 
maintenance of public order in certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions;
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the powers of deputies of local councils and officials, elected at early 
elections, appointed by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine by this law, cannot be 
terminated early. 

Participants of the Trilateral Contact Group:

Ambassador  
Heidi Tagliavini 

Second President of Ukraine,  
L.D. Kuchma

Ambassador of the Russian Federation to Ukraine,  
M.Yu. Zurabov

A.W. Zakharchenko

I.W. Plotnitski
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CHAPTER II. EVIDENCE OF CRIMES  
IN SOUTHEASTERN UKRAINE: EYEWITNESSES  
TO THE EVENTS, COMMENTS, EVALUATIONS

§ 1. The use of prohibited methods and means of warfare.  
The extermination of the Russian-speaking population

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms of 4 November 1950 (as amended on 13 May 2004)

Article 1. Obligation to respect human rights
The High Contracting Parties shall secure to everyone within 

their jurisdiction the rights and freedoms defined in Section I of this 
Convention.

Article 2. Right to life 
Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be 

deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of 
a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is 
provided by law.

Article 3. Prohibition of torture
No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.
Article 5. Right to liberty and security
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall 

be deprived of his liberty save in the following cases and in accordance 
with a procedure prescribed by law.

Article 14. Prohibition of discrimination
The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this 

Convention shall be secured without discrimination on any ground 
such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, 
birth or other status.
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 
December 1966

Article 2
Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and 

to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction 
the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of 
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

Article 6
1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall 

be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.
3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is 

understood that nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party 
to the present Covenant to derogate in any way from any obligation 
assumed under the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

Article 7
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 9
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one 

shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be 
deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with 
such procedure as are established by law.

Article 20
1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law.
2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that 

constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be 
prohibited by law.

Article 26
All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any 

discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law 
shall prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and 
effective protection against discrimination on any ground such as race, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other status.
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Article 27
In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities 

exist, persons belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, 
in community with the other members of their group, to enjoy their 
own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or to use their 
own language.

Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War of 12 August 1949 (as amended on 8 December 2005) 

Article 1
The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure 

respect for the present Convention in all circumstances.
Article 3
In the case of armed conflict not of an international character 

occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, 
each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the 
following provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including 
members of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those 
placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other 
cause, shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, without any 
adverse distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth 
or wealth, or any other similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any 
time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned 
persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, 
mutilation, cruel treatment and torture,

(b) taking of hostages,
(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment,
(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions 

without previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted 
court, affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as 
indispensable by civilized peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for.
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Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions  
of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection  
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts  
(Protocol II), of 8 June 1977

Article 1. Material field of application
1. This Protocol, which develops and supplements Article 3 

common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 without 
modifying its existing conditions of applications, shall apply to all 
armed conflicts which are not covered by Article 1 of the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts 
(Protocol I) and which take place in the territory of a High Contracting 
Party between its armed forces and dissident armed forces or other 
organized armed groups which, under responsible command, exercise 
such control over a part of its territory as to enable them to carry out 
sustained and concerted military operations and to implement this 
Protocol.

Article 4. Fundamental guarantees
1. All persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to 

take part in hostilities, whether or not their liberty has been restricted, 
are entitled to respect for their person, honour and convictions and 
religious practices. They shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, 
without any adverse distinction. It is prohibited to order that there shall 
be no survivors.

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the following 
acts against the persons referred to in paragraph 1 are and shall remain 
prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever:

(a) violence to the life, health and physical or mental well-being of 
persons, in particular murder as well as cruel treatment such as torture, 
mutilation or any form of corporal punishment;

(с) taking of hostages;
(e) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment, rape, enforced prostitution and any form of 
indecent assault;

(g) pillage;
(h) threats to commit any of the foregoing acts.
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Article 11. Protection of medical units and transports
Medical units and transports shall be respected and protected at all 

times and shall not be the object of attack.
Article 13. Protection of the civilian population
1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy 

general protection against the dangers arising from military operations. 
To give effect to this protection, the following rules shall be observed in 
all circumstances.

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall 
not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary purpose 
of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited.

Article 14. Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the 
civilian population

Starvation of civilians as a method of combat is prohibited. It 
is therefore prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless, 
for that purpose, objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian 
population, such as foodstuffs, agricultural areas for the production of 
foodstuffs, crops, livestock, drinking water installations and supplies 
and irrigation works.

Article 16. Protection of cultural objects and of places of worship
Without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for 

the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 
14 May 1954, it is prohibited to commit any acts of hostility directed 
against historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which 
constitute the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples, and to use them 
in support of the military effort.

Amendment of 21 December 2001 to Article 1 of the Convention 
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional 
Weapons which may be deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have 
Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 1980

2. This Convention and its annexed Protocols shall also apply, 
in addition to situations referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, to 
situations referred to in Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions 
of 12 August 1949. This Convention and its annexed Protocols shall 
not apply to situations of internal disturbances and tensions, such 
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as riots, isolated and sporadic acts of violence, and other acts of a 
similar nature, as not being armed conflicts.

3. In case of armed conflicts not of an international character 
occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, 
each party to the conflict shall be bound to apply the prohibitions and 
restrictions of this Convention and its annexed Protocols.

Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary 
Weapons (Protocol III).

Article 2. Protection of civilians and civilian objects

1. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make the civilian 
population as such, individual civilians or civilian objects the object of 
attack by incendiary weapons.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make any military objective 
located within a concentration of civilians the object of attack by air-
delivered incendiary weapons.

3. It is further prohibited to make any military objective located 
within a concentration of civilians the object of attack by means of 
incendiary weapons other than air-delivered incendiary weapons, 
except when such military objective is clearly separated from the 
concentration of civilians and all feasible precautions are taken with a 
view to limiting the incendiary effects to the military objective and to 
avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life, 
injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects.

4. It is prohibited to make forests or other kinds of plant cover 
the object of attack by incendiary weapons except when such natural 
elements are used to cover, conceal or camouflage combatants or other 
military objectives, or are themselves military objectives.

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide of 9 December 1948

Article I
The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed 

in time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law, 
which they undertake to prevent and to punish.
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Article II
In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following 

acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, 
ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the 

group;
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated 

to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the 

group;
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.
Article III
The following acts shall be punishable:
(a) Genocide;
(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;
(c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;
(d) Attempt to commit genocide;
(e) Complicity in genocide.
Article IV
Persons committing genocide or any of the other acts enumerated 

in article III shall be punished, whether they are constitutionally 
responsible rulers, public officials or private individuals.

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms  
of Racial Discrimination of 21 December 1965

Article 4
States Parties condemn all propaganda and all organizations which 

are based on ideas or theories of superiority of one race or group of 
persons of one colour or ethnic origin, or which attempt to justify or 
promote racial hatred and discrimination in any form, and undertake 
to adopt immediate and positive measures designed to eradicate all 
incitement to, or acts of, such discrimination and, to this end, with 
due regard to the principles embodied in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the rights expressly set forth in article 5 of this 
Convention, inter alia:
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(a) Shall declare an offence punishable by law all dissemination 
of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred, incitement to racial 
discrimination, as well as all acts of violence or incitement to such acts 
against any race or group of persons of another colour or ethnic origin, 
and also the provision of any assistance to racist activities, including the 
financing thereof;

(b) Shall declare illegal and prohibit organizations, and also 
organized and all other propaganda activities, which promote and 
incite racial discrimination, and shall recognize participation in such 
organizations or activities as an offence punishable by law;

(c) Shall not permit public authorities or public institutions, 
national or local, to promote or incite racial discrimination.

In violation of international conventions, during the period 
starting on April 12, 2014, the top political and military authorities 
of Ukraine leading the command of the so-called anti-terrorist 
operation in south-eastern Ukraine, with the aim of annihilating the 
Russian-speaking population in the territory of the self-proclaimed 
Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics, organized the use by the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, armed members of the National Guard of 
Ukraine, militants of the Right Sector, Ukrainian nationalist battalions 
of heavy offensive weaponry having indiscriminate effects during the 
shelling of the cities of Slavyansk, Gorlovka, Kramatorsk, Donetsk, 
Lugansk and other settlements of the self-proclaimed Donetsk and 
Lugansk People’s Republics.

Attacks on settlements included the use of: multiple rocket 
launchers Grad, Uragan, self-propelled artillery Akatsiya and 
Gvozdika, aviation unguided rockets with submunitions, tactical 
missiles Tochka U, other heavy offensive weapons of indiscriminate 
effect, including the use of incendiary weapons, as well as applied 
precision strikes against critical infrastructure targets.

As a result, more than 4,500 civilians were killed; more than 
10,000 received injuries of varying severity. In communities 
affected by shelling, residential buildings, public utilities and critical 
infrastructure were completely or partially destroyed.
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Anna, resident of Kramatorsk, Donetsk region, born in 1985

In February 2014, Ukrainian radicals and nationalists carried out a coup 
in Kiev in Maidan Square, which resulted in representatives of Western 
Ukraine with nationalist views and policies directed against the Russian-
speaking population of the country, coming to power.

I went to Italy and when I came back in April, 2014, Donetsk and 
Kramatorsk were unrecognizable. I was shocked upon seeing the 
situation. 

The Ukrainian army started bombing Slovyansk, which is located 
10-12 kilometers from Kramatorsk. Every day, fighter planes flew very 
low over residential houses almost touching the treetops. It was even 
possible to see the pilot in the cockpit.

On May 11, 2014, a referendum was held in the Donetsk region, 
including in Kramatorsk, on the issue of separation from Ukraine 
and the establishment of an independent people’s republic. The 
referendum was attended by the entire population of the city, 
including myself. People came in droves; I had never seen anything 
like it. The vote was cast in favor of independence, to build our own 
society independently.

A week after the referendum, a column of tanks entered the city. 
They drove at high speed towards the Kramatorsk airfield, shooting 
indiscriminately in passing at unarmed people who went out to meet 
them and did not understand what was happening. People did not 
want to let the tanks pass into the city and tried to block the way and 
died directly under the wheels. In the area surrounding the LIP plant 
(a division of the Energomaschspetsstal factory) a car transporting two 
young guys and a girl who worked as a nurse in one of the clinics of 
Kramatorsk came under fire. In addition, in the same area our 45 year 
old neighbor, uncle Kolya, was killed by a shell when walking home 
from work. When the Ukrainian army tanks moved through the city, a 
lot of people died.

After that, active operations began in the region (Slavyansk, 
Semenovka settlement, and the district of the Kramatorsk airfield etc.) 
- continuous bombings and shelling. Near our house the shop came 
under attack. Automatic firefights happened round the clock. During 
the night the bombings turned the sky orange-red. I saw red flares in 
the sky, as phosphorus bombs were dropped on Semenovka - it was like 
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When we hear concoctions of Russian aggression and incursions by 
troops and armored vehicles etc. come to the fore in discussions about 
the crisis in Ukraine, a number of serious questions inevitably arise.

Why do our partners in the UN Security Council, the OSCE and 
other international forums consistently avoid to condemn the airstrikes 
and shelling by heavy weaponry of cities and other populated areas, 
where many residential quarters, schools, kindergartens, hospitals and 
Orthodox churches are being destroyed and civilians continue to be 
killed? 

Why do the Western capitals continue only to admonish the Kiev 
government to use the ‘proportionate’ warfare instead of denouncing 
these criminal acts?

In any other conflict in the Middle East, Africa and other parts of 
the world, the West invariably opposes and demands an end to actions 
that harm civilians. And yet it takes the diametrically opposed position 
on the South East of Ukraine, in flagrant violation of international 
humanitarian law.

Our partners surely understand that the military objective of militias 
in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions is to push back Ukrainian forces 
to a distance where they are unable to use heavy weaponry, multiple 
launch rocket systems and ballistic missiles against cities, killing 
innocent civilians and destroying critical infrastructure.

When Kiev declares that negotiations will only begin after the 
capitulation of those it calls ‘separatists’, the militias are left with no 
choice but to defend their homes and families.

August 29, 2014

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
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fireworks, like snowfall. Minibuses, buses and trolleybuses came under 
shelling, means of transport and bus stops were burning.

Over time, the center of Kramatorsk came under artillery fire. The 
shells hit our 9-floor apartment building and in many of the apartments 
the glass from the windows was blown out by the blast. My apartment is 
located on the sixth floor and it was destroyed by shrapnel from a shell. 
The ceiling is completely riddled with holes; the doors, frames, furniture, 
everything that was in the apartment is damaged and unsuitable for 
use. The Ukrainian army shells hit kindergartens, schools and homes. 
School No. 19 in the Stankostroy area was shelled; school No. 35 in the 
city center has been almost completely destroyed.

On June 15, 2014, I went to Russia because of the fighting in 
Kramatorsk and throughout the Donetsk region. Along the route we 
passed at least three roadblocks of the National Guard of Ukraine. At 
checkpoints bags and documents were checked, men were brought to 
the street and we were asked our reasons for leaving.

Two weeks after we left, the shelling of the town intensified, my 
mother was hiding in the loo. My mother-in-law, who is in her sixties, 
was struck in the head and went deaf in one ear. During the shelling 
she wanted to go down to the basement and as she was leaving (on the 
porch) received a concussion. Her doorway saved her from dying. My 
sister-in-law’s barn and summer kitchen burned down, goats and other 
domestic animals were killed.

A lot of people from the Donetsk and Lugansk regions have already 
fled to Russia and other states. They left with their entire families.

Military operations of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the militants of 
the “Right Sector” and the National Guard have brought on the massive 
influx of refugees from Ukraine, fearing for their lives. They have gone 
mainly to Russia, because many people have relatives living there. We 
have been accepted here like family, it is the only country that helps us 
as refugees.

It is a predominantly Russian-speaking population that lives 
in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions (Mariupol, Donetsk, Lugansk, 
Schastye, Snezhnoye, Gorlovka, Kramatorsk, Slavyansk, Makeyevka, 
Lisichansk etc.), as well as in the surrounding areas where the 
Ukrainian military conducted military operations, including missile 
strikes and bombings.
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In Mariupol, there are large steel mills and a seaport, in Donetsk - a 
metallurgical plant, in Zugres - a large power station, in Lisichansk – an 
oil refinery, in Donetsk and Gorlovka - large reservoirs that supply the 
cities with drinking water. Furthermore, in the Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions there are a lot of coal-mines.

During combat operations, Ukrainian servicemen used buildings of 
the Donetsk and Lugansk airports and surrounding areas as a shelter, as 
well as the territory of the Kramatorsk airfield, from which they shelled 
cities and settlements. The heights of Saur-Mogila near Donetsk, the 
Karachun mountain between Slavyansk and Kramatorsk, as well as the 
Semenovka settlement in the Slavyansk district were also used as such 
shelters, from which the Ukrainian army launched their onslaught of 
phosphorus bombs.

Currently, the number of dead and wounded in the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions is in the thousands. Civilians still get killed in Donetsk 
as a result of the shelling by the Ukrainian military from the Donetsk 
airport. Shelling is also conducted in Gorlovka, Debaltsevo, Lugansk 
and Makeyevka. The recovery of the wounded was not organized by 
the Ukrainian regime. The National Guard killed their wounded on the 
battlefield, so that there would be less problems and I think it’s because 
of the fact that the military knew a lot of truths about the war that they 
could tell relatives, friends, and it would then become known to the 
general public.

I feel anger, resentment, contempt for the existing government - 
my soul is in pain and suffering for what happened in Ukraine. Brothers 
wage war against brothers. Because of these events I have lost my 
familiar environment. I am very worried about the relatives who stayed 
back in Kramatorsk. I am in the III disability group but since April 
2014, i.e. since the beginning of hostilities, have not even received my 
pension.

Ukraine’s ruling regime did not provide any humanitarian assistance 
to civilians during the military operation. Such assistance to residents of 
Lugansk and Donetsk in August to December 2014 and again in January 
2015 was only received from Russia and as a result of great efforts made 
by the Russian leadership.

Child benefits and pensions are not being paid, bank accounts 
have been frozen, and the sick receive no assistance.
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Authorities have not organized evacuations. Only members of 
the militia and inhabitants themselves evacuated the wounded and 
children, whilst on the part of the Ukrainian forces, conversely, various 
obstacles were created, cars and buses were fired at. On the Ukrainian 
border looting had flourished, those moving to Russia were stripped of 
money and gold.

As far as I know, ambulances and medical personnel were allowed 
through into the combat zones in the Kramatorsk airfield area only by 
the militia of the Donetsk People’s Republic. On the part of the Ukrainian 
forces, there were obstructions, shelling. An ambulance with doctors 
was shot down on its way to the airfield.

Anna, resident of Lugansk, born in 1975

I lived in Lugansk and worked as a teacher in a children’s art school.
In April 2014, in south-eastern Ukraine, including Lugansk, the 

fighting began; in fact a war started. The shelling and bombing 
intensified with each passing day. In different cities innocent civilians 
were being killed.

I witnessed a firefight between the militias and Armed Forces of 
Ukraine soldiers near my home in late May 2014, which lasted for two 
days. Local residents, including my family, were afraid to go out, it was 
very scary. I was forced not to go to work and my child did not attend 
school.

In April 2014, fighter planes of the Armed Forces of Ukraine flew 
over houses at low altitude for several days in a row, both day and night 
- people were panicking. A few weeks later I, along with my son and 
husband, watched the terrible scene of the Ukrainian Armed Forces 
firing missiles at the city center. Several hours later we went to that 
place and found 21 craters in the park, with scattered body parts lying 
around; there was a lot of blood. It was obvious that many people had 
died.

My mother, who works at the ambulance station in Lugansk, said 
that in late May 2014 militants of the Right Sector deliberately killed 
civilians who weren’t militias to kindle conflict between the militias and 
the military border troops stationed in the Mir neighborhood.
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From the report of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to 
Ukraine (SMM) based on information received on 20 July 2014 
until 06:00 pm (Kiev time) – http://www.osce.org/ukraine-
smm/121485 

There was a shelling of the city of Lugansk on 18 and 19 July. 
On 19 July, the SMM went to a city-centre location, where they 
observed a large crater beside a bus stop. They saw shattered 
windows and shrapnel fragments in the walls of two nearby six-
storey buildings, and blood and body parts along the pavement 
and road. On the same day, the SMM observed five houses that 
had been reduced to rubble on the outskirts of the city. The SMM 
observed the remains of a rocket of an indeterminable type at the 
scene. 

The SMM received casualty figures from two sources. The 
head of the local emergency services department in Lugansk city 
informed the SMM on 19 July that 20 people had been killed and 
150 injured in Lugansk on 17 and 18 July. The head of the city 
morgue informed the SMM on 19 July that 29 people had been 
killed on 18 and 19 July. He said five of the victims were women, 
and all but one were civilians. At the morgue, SMM monitors saw 
a man and a woman carrying a small, child-sized, coffin.



36

Evidence of crimes in Southeastern Ukraine

The ruling regime in Ukraine did not want to accept the will of 
the residents of Lugansk region for self-government. In response to 
the repressions and arrests by the Ukrainian authorities, that wanted 
the Lugansk region to be ruled by their henchmen not democratically 
elected, a desire amongst residents arose to secede from Ukraine. As a 
result, the ruling Ukranian regime, that I believe was illegally elected, 
initiated military operations. I believe that this is genocide against the 
residents of the Lugansk region.

On June 5, 2014, I arrived in Russia with my son to keep him alive 
and have the possibility to get him the care he needs for his illness. The 
militias organized our departure and we are grateful for their protection 
and assistance.

I am very grateful to the authorities of the Russian Federation, 
as well as ordinary citizens, because they helped us find 
accommodation, provided meals and were responsive and attentive 
to our troubles.

Ivan, resident of the settlement of Semenovka in the Donetsk 
region, born in 1952

The settlement of Semenovka used to have approximately 2-2.5 
thousand inhabitants - mainly Russians and Ukrainians plus some Turks. 
Everyone in Semenovka speaks either Russian or Surzhyk - a mixture 
of Russian and Ukrainian. The settlement is a suburb of Slavyansk, 2 
kilometers from the city. There aren’t any factories in the settlement. 
There are two DPR militia checkpoints.

There was an artillery attack on the settlement on June 14, 2014. 
During the shelling we hid in the basement in our yard. From there, we 
could hear shells exploding everywhere. The shelling came from Krasnyi 
Lyman and Kharkov - i.e, from the Ukrainian army side. When the attack 
was over and we came out of the basement, we found that a shell had 
hit the corner of our single-story brick house. It had literally broken the 
wall and it had fallen over. The neighboring houses also suffered: one’s 
roof was blown away entirely, another had smashed glass. None of the 
residents were injured.

Knowing that we could not stay in the house, as well as fearing further 
attacks, we decided to spend the night with friends in Nikolayevka. At 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

The Main Investigative Department of the Investigative Committee of 
the Russian Federation during the course of their criminal investigation 
of the use of prohibited means and methods of warfare in the Donetsk 
and Lugansk regions of Ukraine received irrefutable evidence of the 
use of proscribed weapons against civilians. According to the chemical 
forensic expert analysis, soil samples submitted to Russian investigators 
by refugees from Ukraine who were eyewitnesses to the shelling of 
the settlement of Semenovka of the city of Slavyansk in the Donetsk 
region, contain a mixture of the incendiary combustion element H-17 
that is used in landmines and air bombs. It is, in fact, an advanced and 
more lethal version of incendiary shells that once were filled with white 
phosphorus. This composition burns straight through a human being 
and it is almost impossible to extinguish. Therefore, people who are 
caught in the affected areas experience terrible suffering and are often 
doomed to a painful death. At the same time assisting victims in this 
situation is extremely difficult, as specialized treatment is needed. This 
weapon was deliberately being used against the civilian population in 
the Donetsk region, because there were no military targets in the area 
of bombardment. It is no accident the use of said weapons contravenes 
international law, particularly the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, 
the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International 
Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977, and the Convention 
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional 
Weapons which may be deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have 
Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 1980 (Amendment to Article 1 of 
the Convention of 21 December 2001). At present, the investigation 
is identifying particular persons from among representatives of the 
Ukrainian forces who were involved in these crimes.

August 6, 2014
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night we heard that Semenovka was bombed again, this time by planes. 
There were audible explosions and planes dropping bombs were seen. 
The next day, on June 15, we went to see the condition of our house. By 
that time it had been burned down. We noticed before when incendiary 
bombs hit our kitchen garden and burnt that it smelled like sulfur 
afterwards. It was clear - the house had been hit by such a bomb. On 
our street four houses had been burned down, including ours. I was left 
with nowhere to live.

I also watched security forces firing at people who talked on 
the phone. That is, people were standing and talking, and not long 
afterwards missiles started falling on that spot. In our village in June 
2014, even before they burned my house, they fired on a group of 
villagers who had gathered near a truck with foodstuffs. Apparently, 
someone began speaking on the phone and after a while this place was 
shelled by artillery. According to my daughter, who went to the place 
after the shelling, I know that 3 people were killed and several were 
wounded.

On about June 15, 2014, the Central Children’s Hospital and clinic, 
the V.I. Lenin Hospital and the Maternity Hospital in Slavyansk were 
shelled, in Nikolayevka hospitals were shelled and the psychiatric 
hospital in Semenovka was destroyed.

I believe that the actions of the ruling regime in Ukraine are aimed 
at people in the Donetsk region to either kill them or force them to 
abandon their homes in order to clear the territory.

I used to receive a Chernobyl disability pension and my wife 
also received a pension. Now we don’t have any income. We are, 
according to Poroshenko, ‘separatists not worthy of receiving social 
benefits’.

According to officials, anyone who expressed an opinion would 
be prosecuted. If Kiev wants to keep the territorial integrity of 
Ukraine, I believe, that it should be federalized. It is exactly because 
the majority of the population in Donetsk is of this opinion that this 
military campaign, which is in fact a civil war, was started. We are 
being punished for the fact that we are Russian-speaking, that we 
have different political views. I think this is discrimination. The regime 
is creating conditions which make it impossible to live in the Donetsk 
region.
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Polina, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1979

My hometown, Slavyansk, has been almost completely destroyed by 
Ukrainian military operations and my husband and I have lost our jobs 
and livelihood.

For several months in the south-east, the military and security 
forces of Ukraine have been carrying out what are essentially punitive 
operations against the inhabitants of the Donetsk and Lugansk regions, 
including Slavyansk, who are not willing to submit to those who have 
seized state power in Ukraine and have no intention of observing the 
legitimate rights of citizens in the central and eastern parts of Ukraine. 
The people living in these areas are Russian-speaking and have a 
positive view of Russia. This is another thing that does not sit well 
with the current Kiev authorities and the U.S. that supports the Kiev 
authorities.

In Slavyansk, at the time when hostilities started, there were around 
120 thousand inhabitants. The city had several enterprises providing 
jobs for the adult population: a concrete factory, a bread-baking 
complex, a factory producing insulators and a few chemical production 
facilities. Most of the population was Russian-speaking comprising 
Russian, Belarusians, Ukrainians and people of other nationalities. 
However, there was never any ethnic unrest. Residents have always lived 
together in peace, but now people are being killed by the bombings 
and shelling, regardless of nationality.

When riots started in Ukraine, residents of the south-eastern 
regions did not support the seizing of power in Kiev by Turchynov, 
Yatsenyuk and their supporters. In Slavyansk, self-defence units were 
formed from within the local community, in order to prevent crimes - 
robberies, looting, murders, which were being committed in other cities 
and settlements by militants of the Right Sector and the National Guard 
of Ukraine, who came from the western regions. The self-defence units 
did not threaten anyone - they had to be created to protect the people 
from the tyranny of the militant nationalists.

Since the beginning of April 2014, Slavyansk has been under 
constant artillery fire from Ukrainian army, units of the Right Sector 
and the National Guard, who have taken position on the hills around 
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the city and methodically shot at the city with large-caliber weapons. 
The targets were not specially picked out - shots were fired randomly 
around the city, at buildings, regardless of their function. Shells were 
fired at hospitals, schools, shops and  kindergartens. Planes bombarded 
the city constantly.

The Ukrainian military, militants of the Right Sector and the National 
Guard did not create a ‘safe passage’ corridor for the evacuation of 
civilians. Sometimes there were rumors of a ‘safe passage’ corridor but 
when residents tried fleeing the city, the Ukrainian military started 
shooting and people had to go back. The city has been completely 
devastated, there is not enough water, food, fuel, televisions don’t work 
and people do not know what’s going on in the world. Looking at the 
city, I am reminded of films about the Great Patriotic War - the same 
destruction in cities was left behind by the Nazis.

While I was in Slavyansk, I was very afraid to get under fire from 
artillery shelling or an airstrike and to die, so I tried as much as possible 
to be at home with my family. We had to hide for several hours in the 
basement during the shelling. After shelling and air raids, I saw traces 
of shell explosions and damaged houses. I constantly saw dead people 
on the streets, funerals were held in the city every day. Once a fragment 
from an exploding mine struck the wall in the children’s room in our 
house.

I am responsible for the lives of my young children, who somehow 
found themselves deemed guilty by Kiev authorities. So my husband 
and I decided to leave Slavyansk and take the children to a safe place 
in Russia.

At the moment of my leaving Slavyansk, the blast had shattered 
the windows of our house and the outbuildings were damaged.

The main reason for the mass influx of refugees is the fact that 
civilians fear for their lives, for the lives of their loved ones and relatives, 
because of the constant fighting that is being led by the Ukrainian 
military in Slavyansk and in other cities of the Lugansk and Donetsk 
regions. Currently, none of the leadership of Ukraine is taking any 
responsibility for the crimes perpetrated in the south-east of the 
country.

Slavyansk has been almost completely destroyed - there is almost 
no house that has not been affected by the shelling. As a result of the 
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From a report by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) to Ukraine 
based on information received as of 06:00 pm (Kiev time), 5 February 2015 – 
http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/139406

The SMM followed up on the shelling, which reportedly struck the Kirovsky 
district of the city of Donetsk on 4 February at 11:40 to 11:45. The same 
shelling salvo reportedly hit the immediate vicinity of the kindergarten  
No. 381, a neighboring street near the kindergarten and the Donetsk hospital 
No. 27.

At 11:15 the SMM team arrived at the Donetsk hospital No. 27. The 
SMM spotted two impact craters, one located to the north-east, and the 
second - to the north-west of the hospital building. On the north-eastern site, 
the SMM found a large crater located 11 meters from the hospital’s main 
entrance. The entire facade and the front windows (facing north-east) of the 
hospital have been badly damaged by shrapnel. SMM found traces of blood 
near the front wall and 300 meters to the south-east of the hospital entrance. 
Based on the analysis of both craters, SMM assessed that the shelling that had 
hit the hospital’s immediate surroundings came from the south-south-westerly 
direction. SMM found three small metal parts around the north-eastern crater 
which, in SMM’s assessment, belong to the propellant cylinder of a shell fired 
from a BM-27 MLRS Uragan rocket.

The nurse and the director employed at hospital No. 27, who said that 
they had been on duty on 4 February at 11:40 during the shelling, told SMM 
that two rockets hit the surrounding of the hospital. They added that the 
shelling had immediately killed 5 men and left 26 other individuals injured. 
The interlocutors explained that the aforementioned 26 wounded persons had 
been transferred to hospitals Nos.16 and 24 and the V.K. Gusak Institute.

SMM met with a nurse and director employed at hospital No.24, who 
said that they had treated 14 wounded individuals belonging to the group of 26 
injured on 4 February. The interlocutors added that one injured individual from 
the group of 14 wounded later died at hospital No. 24. Based on the statements 
of the personnel employed at hospitals Nos.27 and 24, SMM assesses that the 
shelling at hospital No. 27 left 6 individuals killed and 25 injured. At hospital 
No. 24, SMM spoke to a wounded woman who explained that she was hit by 
shrapnel while working as a nurse at hospital No. 27 during the shelling.
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shelling, medical and school institutions, other buildings and structures, 
and architectural monuments, including churches have been destroyed.

Anatoly, resident of the urban village Stanitsa Luganskaya in 
the Lugansk region, born in 1961

In April 2014, militants of the Right Sector started arriving in cities in 
south-eastern Ukraine. They desecrated monuments, which the local 
population tried to stop from happening.

Ukrainian aircraft started flying over the territory of the region after 
the referendum in Lugansk on Lugansk region’s secession from Ukraine. 
At the end of May 2014, aircraft started air strikes on Lugansk and other 
cities, which continue to this day.

I lived in the small urban village, Stanitsa Luganskaya, in the 
Lugansk region. There weren’t any industrial or strategic objects in the 
village. The population is mainly engaged in agricultural activities. The 
population is about 50 thousand people. Ethnic composition consists 
of Russian and Russian-speaking Ukrainians.

Fighting broke out from about June 12, 2014. The village was 
systematically subjected to air strikes, bombings, and shelled from 
the multiple launch rocket systems Grad every other day. Houses 
were destroyed. I heard the sound of gunfire and explosions. Military 
equipment drove through the village.

On roughly August 18, 2014 in the morning, Krupskaya Street was 
subjected to artillery fire from multiple rocket launchers Grad, resulting 
in two destroyed houses. In addition, two people were killed and there 
were wounded.

In the period from July 20 to 30, 2014, the village was struck by 
an airstrike, during which residential houses on Ostrovskaya Street, four 
barracks and eight houses, were destroyed, 12 people were killed.

On August 17, 2014, my cousin’s house on Lermontov Street was 
almost completely destroyed by the artillery shelling.

On August 19, 2014, at approximately 11:45 the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces shelled the village using multiple launch rocket systems Grad. 
One of the shells struck the area of my neighbor’s yard and as a result 
his house was partially destroyed. My neighbor got a shrapnel wound 
on his arm. 
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Spot report by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine (SMM), 
25 August 2014: The SMM, in Lugansk city, monitored the impact of the 
ongoing fighting – http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/122948

On 24 August the SMM entered Lugansk city, which due to heavy 
fighting, they hadn’t visited since 21 July.

On its way to the city, the SMM stopped in the town of Stanytsia-
Luhanska (25 km to the north-east), which appeared deserted with 
signs of battle-damage. Local inhabitants informed the SMM that they 
had had no water and no electricity since 2 August.

The SMM entered Lugansk from the eastern outskirts. Whilst the 
area looked generally deserted, the “Eastern Market” appeared to be 
functioning. As it moved into the city, the SMM observed no civilian 
traffic. Shell damage and burnt cars were visible on most of the streets. 
In the city centre, the cathedral and other civilian buildings, including 
a school, appeared to have been damaged during the fighting.
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Four of the greenhouses in my yard were destroyed. In addition, my 
house was partially damaged: the windows, transoms facing the yard 
were blasted out, three walls were partially damaged.

Immediately after that, I left the village, fearing for my life and the 
lives of my loved ones. 

In June 2014, the gas and electricity supply started being disrupted 
because the gas pipeline that runs on the outskirts of the village was 
damaged, and the National Guard had occupied the central heating 
and power station in Schastye, which supplied electricity to the village. 
There was no public transport. On August 1, 2014, food and medicine 
deliveries came to an almost complete halt. Only the local population 
and militia helped the victims. The Ukrainian government provided no 
help to civilians.

The Ukrainian military used civilian facilities to conduct military 
operations. In particular, the troops of the National Guard occupied the 
second floor of the hospital and fired from there.

In Donetsk and Lugansk the payment of pensions and other social 
benefits have been discontinued in recent months, enterprises are 
closed and people are deprived of opportunities to earn money.

The leaders of Ukraine, in particular, Poroshenko and Lyashko, 
in their speeches on the national channels 1+1, KRK, and STB have 
systematically used abusive language against the population of 
Donbass. Representatives of the Ukrainian government and the 
Verkhovna Rada have repeatedly expressed their intention to evict or 
physically annihilate the Russian-speaking population of Donbass. For 
me these statements were serious. In my opinion, the other inhabitants 
of south-eastern Ukraine also perceived these statements as real threats. 
I had every reason to fear for my life and the lives of my loved ones.

The information provided to the Ukrainian media regarding the 
hostilities on the territory of south-eastern Ukraine is false. From the 
point of view of the Ukrainian government, the militia is waging war, 
trying to occupy new territories, and moreover conducting terrorist 
activities against the civilian population. After each bombing of cities 
and the destruction of factories by the Ukrainian military and the Right 
Sector the television reports that the militia destroyed the factories and 
killed civilians, and all of western Europe and western Ukraine believe it 
to be exactly so.
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Yelena, resident of Shakhtyorsk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1967

On August 1, 2014 at approximately 15:00, I was wounded during the 
shelling of Shakhtyorsk.

We were in the basement of the five-story building in district No. 
7. I went out to talk with a friend and at that moment a shell exploded 
next to us. I was injured by four pieces of shrapnel. People came up 
to me and helped me down into the same basement. No one else was 
wounded or killed. The ambulance in the city already did not operate, 
so the DPR militia took me to the city hospital and there I received 
emergency medical care; they tried to perform surgery but could not 
get the shrapnel out. 

The doctor said that they could not provide appropriate medical 
care and that I needed to go to Russia, or else I would die. I did not go to 
the territory of Ukraine due to the prevailing Russophobia there.

The fighting began in Shahtyorsk on July 10, 2014 when the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine started shelling the city. The shelling targeted 
residential areas. Many civilians have been wounded. 

In Shakhtyorsk, the administrative building managing the mines, 
many of the buildings in the settlement of Kontarnoye, mines No.15 
and 12, the settlement of Olkhovchik were destroyed.

Natalia, resident of Dzerzhinsk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1986

My husband, my son and I left on July 13, 2014, to go to Russia because 
shelling had started in our city of Dzerzhinsk.

On July 11, 2014, there were airstrikes, on July 12 – shelling from 
Grad missile launchers and on July 13 we were forced to leave, fearing 
for our lives and the life of our child.

In south-eastern Ukraine, there is daily shelling and bombing of 
residential houses, kindergartens, schools, and civilians are suffering, 
including children. 

The city’s population was about 50 thousand people, mostly 
Russians.

There were no military facilities next to our house.
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On July 11, 2014, I was in the city center at the market. At 
approximately 12 o’clock we heard the roar of falling rockets. When 
I came to, I saw the smoke and ran to our child’s kindergarten. My 
husband drove us home. On July 12, 2014, planes flew over the 
city all day long and we could hear missiles falling in the city. At 
approximately 16:00, we heard volleys of Grad rockets. We went down 
to the basement, where we stayed for about an hour and a half. On 
July 13, 2014, taking the necessary items and documents, we left the 
city and the country. 

In Dzerzhinsk, as a result of shelling and bombing, the executive 
committee building was demolished and the bank, the registry office 
building, the department store ‘Moscow’, houses and the church were 
damaged. In Donetsk, the Tochmash factory was damaged. In Gorlovka, 
the Stirol factory was damaged, causing environmental pollution.

Yelena, resident of the settlement of Belenkoye in the Donetsk 
region, born in 1970

The shelling of Kramatorsk by the Ukrainian security or military 
forces began around May 2014. Our house was located on the 
outskirts of the city. Further along are the Chalk Mountains, where 
military equipment of the Ukrainian army was stationed. Most of the 
projectiles fired at the city actually flew right over our house, and I 
personally saw them.

The shelling and bombing was at its most intensive in the 
mornings and evenings, when residents were going to or from work. 
The city was shelled and bombed deliberately targeting public 
places, shops, businesses, crucial infrastructures such as power 
plants, hospitals, factories and the railway station. The majority of the 
air strikes were hitting factories of which there is a large number in 
Kramatorsk.

One day, while in the city center, I saw a woman walking on the 
street, get hit by a shell and literally torn to pieces. These military 
operations have killed a lot of civilians.

My husband once again went to work. On July 2, 2014, I was at 
home when my eldest son called to let me know that the shelling would 
start soon and that my youngest son and I must leave urgently. In total I 
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Spot report by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine 
(SMM), 14 September 2014 – http://www.osce.org/ukraine-
smm/123532

On 14 September, at approximately 15:00, the SMM was on 
patrol close to the Putilovka market, in Kievsky district, Donetsk 
city. The market appeared to have been subjected to shelling prior 
to the SMM’s arrival. Smoke was coming from one building and a 
fire brigade was at the scene. Members of the “Donetsk People’s 
Republic” (“DPR”) present at the location reported that a total 
of four people had been killed in the incident. About 20m from its 
position, the SMM team could see the body of a civilian woman 
lying on the street.

While at the scene, the SMM team heard mortar shelling. 
Subsequently, four shells impacted and exploded within 20 
seconds about 200m from the team’s position.
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had no more than five minutes. I took my younger son, who is disabled, 
my passport and his birth certificate and went outside. At that time, an 
8-seat minibus stopped by, six seats of which were already occupied. 
The driver was a friend of my eldest son.

As we drove, my son called and said that a shell had exploded 
next to our house. Two of my sons could not leave because there 
were not enough seats in the minibus. They are currently in 
Kramatorsk.

Kramatorsk was shelled by the Ukrainian Armed Forces, the 
militants of the Right Sector and the National Guard of Ukraine. The 
militia had positions on the outskirts and outside the city. There were 
no militia checkpoints inside the city.

In my opinion, one of the reasons for the fighting was the fact that 
there are deposits of shale gas in the Donetsk region that Ukrainian 
authorities are planning to mine. Accordingly, the aim of the attack is 
the acquisition of the infrastructure of the Donetsk and Lugansk regions 
in order to be able to mine.

Given the fact that I myself have seen the extent of the destruction 
caused by the fighting in the territory of Kramatorsk, I believe that the 
actions of the Ukrainian forces have led to a humanitarian catastrophe 
and the bombing and shelling have forced mass emigration of the 
citizens. 

Boris, resident of Moscow, born in 1962

On June 12, 2014, I went to visit my sister and decided to meet up 
with friends who live in Lugansk at the same time. My friend picked 
me up in his car and drove me to Lugansk, where I stayed a few days 
with my sister and friends. I was planning to return to the Russian 
Federation in mid-August 2014. I did not leave Lugansk but I heard 
there was fighting around the city. I was not personally involved in 
the fighting.

One time we were traveling with a friend by car down the 
street and saw a mine exploding 70 meters ahead of us. Two people 
standing at the bus stop were killed and two were seriously wounded. 
We provided first aid to a woman and her husband and after a few 
minutes the ambulance arrived and they were hospitalized.



49

The use of prohibited methods and means of warfare

On August 22, 2014 at approximately 11:00, a friend of mine and I 
were driving near the residential settlement Vergunka. We decided to 
stop to go to the toilet, got out of the car and went into the forest. At 
about 10 meters away from the road, I suddenly heard a loud explosion 
and felt a strong pain in my lower extremities. I regained consciousness 
and realized that I had stepped on a landmine. I tied off my leg with 
a belt and then my friend took me to the Lugansk regional hospital 
where I was operated on immediately. After seven days, acquaintances 
transported me to the Rostov region.

I personally saw Lugansk being subjected to mortar attacks, attacks 
from Grad multiple rocket launchers, and self-propelled artillery.

Sergei, resident of Lugansk, born in 1955

Almost 95% of the population of Lugansk are Russian and the rest are 
from former Soviet republics. My house was located in the city center 
and there were no military facilities nearby. 

I was an eyewitness of practically all the bombings of Lugansk, 
which were carried out by the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

At the end of May 2014 at approximately 15:00, Ukrainian military 
aircraft made a U-turn over my house and dropped a bomb on the 
Executive Committee building. At that time civilians were walking on 
the streets and in the park near the Executive Committee. The bombing 
wounded a lot of people, including one of my acquaintances.

From May 2014 onwards, the bombing and shelling of the 
city occurred almost every day. I repeatedly heard explosions and 
shots that resounded in the streets of the city and its outskirts, saw 
airplanes and helicopters of the Ukrainian army which bombed the 
city. After almost every bombing there were injured and dead people 
in the streets.

At the time of my departure, residential buildings, buildings 
of several hospitals, schools, kindergartens, a church and other 
facilities were destroyed and damaged as a result of artillery shelling 
in Lugansk. 

Almost everyone I know has fled Ukraine. Residents of Ukraine 
began to leave en masse because they are afraid for their lives and the 
lives of their loved ones.
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Svetlana, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1980

The fighting in the Donetsk region began about April 13, 2014. It is led 
by Ukraine’s National Guard soldiers with the assistance of the militants 
from the Right Sector. 

Every day the Armed Forces of Ukraine shelled the outskirts of 
Slavyansk and the city. The shelling was conducted with small firearms 
and mortars. I have learned to identify the different weapons being 
fired by the sound of shots and I can distinguish between an automatic 
rifle and a mortar attack. Furthermore, the Armed Forces of Ukraine are 
using heavy military armored vehicles, tanks, etc. against civilians. I saw 
military aircraft in the sky, which later bombed Slavyansk.

Ukrainian soldiers fired guns constantly at Slavyansk from the 
Karachun Mountain. Shelling was carried out every day, in those 
moments the children and I hid in the basement of our house.

I believe that the National Guard and the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
shell hospitals, schools, kindergartens, and destroy businesses on 
purpose. At the end of May 2014, they shelled the children’s clinic on 
Uritsky Street, a vegetable oil production plant and completely destroyed 
a tile production factory. In Artem microdistrict, high school No. 13, the 
bread-baking plant, the Pedagogical Institute, the Lesnoy market and 
the kindergarten located at the ‘Molodezhnaya’ stop were shelled.

The militia did not use the facilities that were being shelled. They 
tried to place roadblocks and barricades away from homes and other 
civilian facilities so that they would not be harmed in the attacks.

The shelling was conducted to destabilize the situation in the city, 
to get people to leave their homes and leave Ukraine. We could not go 
into the territory of Ukraine because the Ukrainian authorities offered 
no humanitarian aid, no protection to civilians.

Fearing for my life, I arrived in the Rostov region with my children on 
June 2, 2014. Our departure was organized by a Ukrainian Communist 
deputy, who organized all the buses from Slavyansk to Russia.



51

The use of prohibited methods and means of warfare

Vyacheslav, resident of Lugansk, born in 1973

I lived in Lugansk with my family and worked as a town bus driver. 
After the referendum of May 11, 2014, the National Guard of Ukraine 

and the Armed Forces of Ukraine began to gather around Lugansk. By 
this time the city was under the control of the Lugansk People’s Republic 
militia and their checkpoints had been placed at all the main entrances 
to the city.

At lunchtime on June 2, 2014, the building of the regional 
administration was bombed. At that time I was at work about 500 
meters away from that building and saw a Su-25 military jet firing a 
missile into the city center, a loud explosion followed. 

On June 16, 2014, heavy artillery fire began to target the settlement 
Metallist, located a kilometer from the city of Lugansk. The shelling 
continued until our departure on July 12, 2014.

The active phase of the punitive operation by the Ukrainian 
military began after the so-called week-long truce in late June - early 
July 2014, when the sector of single-family detached homes in the 
Kamennobrodsky district of Lugansk came under fire from Grad 
multiple-rocket launchers and heavy artillery. Shards of mines struck 
public transport, during which a man was killed and many civilians 
were wounded.

In Lugansk, I constantly heard gunfire and one day when I was in 
the courtyard of my home, a shot flew over my head - I was very scared. 
My family and I were scared as air raid alerts sounded on a daily basis 
and for a few days we slept in the basement at night, hiding from the 
bombings of military aircraft that were constantly flying over the city, 
including over our house.

My wife and I had the necessary items and documents on us so that 
we could leave at any given moment. 

A week before the departure I saw a Ukrainian Air Force warplane 
firing a missile, I later learned that it targeted and hit the Oncology 
Centre. As a result, the building was damaged.
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Roman, resident of the settlement of Andreyevka in the 
Donetsk region, born in 1969

Since April 2014, the inhabitants of south-eastern Ukraine began to 
organize rallies and protests against the fascist regime in Ukraine 
and its seizure of power, which Ukrainian authorities have begun to 
suppress with the use of firearms. Shooting began to occur ever more 
frequently on the streets, even when there were no protests from the 
civilian population.

My house was in the settlement of Andreyevka, which is a district 
of Slavyansk. About one kilometer away lies Karachun Mountain where 
there is a TV tower, which was captured by the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 
It is from Karachun Mountain that the city was shelled. 

Massive bombing and artillery shelling started on May 9, 2014.
On my birthday, May 11, 2014, two projectiles hit near my house as 

a result of shelling from Karachun Mountain. One of them damaged the 
steps and the second hit the wall so hard that it had holes so big that 
you can put your hand through them. 

On June 5, 2014, I arrived in Slavyansk by car, which I left near the 
administration building of the insulator plant. I went across the street 
to get water because I didn’t have running water at my house as a result 
of the bombing which had damaged the plumbing. At that moment, at 
approximately 13:00, my car was hit by a shell and exploded. I myself 
took refuge in a nearby building.

I have personally seen the damage to the church, located near 
the railway station, whose territory was hit by several shells which 
were fired from Karachun Mountain, and the damage to hospital No. 1  
building.

Natalia, resident of Lugansk, born in 1958

We lived in Lugansk; my husband and I have two children. I registered as 
a private entrepreneur and leased the premises for a café in the village 
of Makarovo in the Stanichno-Lugansk district. 

I was never part of any armed group and did not participate in any 
hostilities.



53

The use of prohibited methods and means of warfare

The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

From December 1, 2014 to January 12, 2015, individuals from among the 
top political and military leadership of Ukraine leading the so-called ‘anti-
terrorist operation’ in the South East of Ukraine, as well as the commanders 
of the Ukrainian nationalist battalions Aydar, Azov and Dnepr under their 
control, in violation of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, the Protocol Additional to 
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of 
Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977, 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 
9 December 1948, the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use 
of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be Excessively 
Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 1980 (Amendment 
to Article 1 of the Convention of 21 December 2001), the Protocol on the 
ceasefire in Southeastern Ukraine and the Memorandum thereto, signed in 
Minsk in September 2014, organized the use of multiple launch rocket systems 
‘Grad’, ‘Uragan’, self-propelled artillery ‘Akatsiya’ and ‘Gvozdika’, and other 
heavy weaponry, including the use of incendiary shells, in shelling attacks on 
the cities of Donetsk, Gorlovka, Dokuchayevsk and Olenovka, as well as other 
settlements, with the goal of the complete destruction of the Russian-speaking 
population living in the territory of the self-proclaimed Donetsk and Lugansk 
People’s Republics.

During the said time period, the attacks had claimed the lives of 40 people 
and over 120 had been wounded with varying degrees of severity, houses, social 
infrastructure and communications facilities had been destroyed in whole or 
in part.

In this regard, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation 
opened a criminal case on January 13, 2015, on a crime under Article 357 of 
the RF Penal Code.

January 13, 2015
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On May 11, 2014, I went to vote for the establishment of the 
Lugansk People’s Republic because I did not wish to live by the rules of 
the self-proclaimed new government of Ukraine, which is carrying out 
punitive operations. I do not support the nationalist and fascist views of 
these people. I want to live in peace.

Following that day, representatives of the Ukrainian higher 
authorities declared that the residents of the south-east of the country 
were ‘separatists’ and ‘terrorists’ and decided to send into the Lugansk 
region armed units of the National Guard, ‘Right Sector’ militants and 
foreign mercenaries. This was the cause of the fighting in the Lugansk 
region. 

At the beginning of June 2014, when I was at home with my 
family in the evening, we heard the whistle of a flying projectile and 
then an explosion. We went outside and heard a few shell explosions 
in the Lugansk airport area, which is about 10 kilometers from our 
house. At first we did not know who was shooting, but then it turned 
out that it was the Ukrainian security forces that were firing at the 
airport.

After that, the Ukrainian military conducted airstrikes and shelling 
of Lugansk every day. As a result, residential buildings, hospitals, 
schools, kindergartens, the military enlistment office, the bus station, 
shops and other buildings were damaged.

On June 13, 2014 at five o’clock, the roof of my café in the village of 
Makarovo was hit by a shell that exploded and the café was completely 
destroyed. No one was hurt. I had to spend the night in the café, but 
the militia warned that the Ukrainian military were preparing to shell 
the area. 

On July 22, 2014 at 21:30, my family and I were at home when there 
was a deafening whistle and then an explosion. We immediately fell to 
the floor. Then a second shell exploded and a lot of shrapnel flew into 
the house. Our son took us into the bathroom first and later we went 
down to the basement.

Whilst in the basement, we heard the repeated explosions of shells, 
which lasted about forty minutes. When they finished, we went outside. 
Shrapnel had damaged the house and outbuildings: the windows were 
broken, and the walls were riddled with shrapnel. Neighboring houses 
were also damaged as a result of the shelling. The next day there was 
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a hearse in front of a neighboring house and I saw a woman being 
carried out, she had half a head. We were told that she was killed by the 
previous day’s shelling.

It was impossible to stay at the house so we moved to the relatives’ 
place in the settlement of Kasiora on the outskirts of Lugansk. When 
shells started to fall in that area too, we decided to leave Ukraine.

I was lucky that my family and I were able to leave. Almost all of my 
belongings were left in Lugansk but I’m afraid to go back as I could be 
imprisoned and even killed because the authorities have declared us 
enemies of the people.

Svetlana, resident of the city of Snezhnoye in the Donetsk 
region, born in 1962

In Snezhnoye, before the fighting started, there were about 30 thousand 
inhabitants, mainly Russian-speaking like in the rest of south-eastern 
Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Armed Forces started firing on the city from June 
2014, using Grad heavy machinery, as well as aircraft. Phosphorous 
bombs were being dropped on the city. As a result of the shelling, 
both residential and non-residential buildings have been destroyed. 
For example, on Lenin Street, a four-story apartment building and a 
building opposite - the Tax Inspection office - were destroyed.

I could hear the shelling day and night. It was very scary. 
In July 2014, a four-story apartment building was destroyed, killing 

my classmate’s mother. 
The Ukrainian military also shelled the area of single-family 

residences, where civilians lived. The shelling killed people and 
destroyed their property.

Prior to our departure my house was also destroyed, the roof 
was damaged, windows were shattered and the metal gates were 
perforated. A part of a missile was lying in the garden.

The Ukrainian military destroyed the memorial complex ‘Saur-
Mogila’, which was twelve kilometers from the city.

As far as I know, in June and July 2014, the Ukrainian Armed Forces 
tried to destroy the hospital building but missed, resulting in separate 
houses next to the hospital being destroyed and damaged.
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At the end of July or beginning of August 2014, one of the 
shopfloors of the Khimmash plant was hit by a rocket. The explosion 
killed eight workers.

Alexei, resident of the village of Spartak in the Yasinovatsky 
district in the Donetsk region, born in 1952

In the village of Spartak of the Yasinovatsky district there are about 
6,000 inhabitants, most of whom speak Russian. I lived there with my 
children and grandchildren. There are no military or important civilian 
facilities in the village.

The Armed Forces of Ukraine regularly fired on the village with Grad 
and Uragan multiple rocket launchers and I have repeatedly witnessed 
mortar shelling of the village by the Ukrainian military. At the beginning 
of July 2014, residential homes were partially damaged during a mortar 
attack.

In early September 2014, I realized that staying in the village was 
dangerous. My son, our neighbor and I went to my friend’s house in 
the village of Veseloye and stayed there for about a week. During the 
course of a mortar attack our caravan was damaged and we returned 
to Spartak village.

On September 15 or 16, 2014 from about 12:00 to 14:00, I heard 
explosions and realized that the shelling had begun. We hid from the 
shots in the basement. After hearing a loud explosion, I went outside 
and saw that the roof and ceiling of the house had collapsed in on the 
bedroom. The right wall was also damaged. After that, I decided to go 
to Russia because I feared for my life.

On October 3, 2014, when I was already in Russia, my sister sent me 
an SMS saying that my house had been completely destroyed. 

During the hostilities in south-eastern Ukraine, my acquaintance, 
who was born in 1961 and lived in Spartak village, was killed.

Olga, resident of the urban settlement of Stanitsa Luganskaya 
in the Lugansk region, born in 1979

In May 2014, the people of Donbass voted in the referendums for the 
establishment of the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics. The 
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From a report by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) to 
Ukraine based on information received as of 18:00 (Kiev time), 2 February 
2015 – http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/138896

The SMM visited Donetsk city’s Petrovsky and Voroshilovsky districts 
(respectively 1.7km north-west and 15km south-west of Donetsk city 
centre, and “DPR”-controlled) to monitor the effects of shelling 
reported by various sources. The SMM visited six sites in the two 
districts where it observed damage to the infrastructure and residential 
properties. Local residents reported that the Petrovsky district was 
shelled on 1 February at approximately 17:00 and that a young girl 
was killed and two men wounded as a result. The SMM crater analysis 
leads it to conclude that one of the impacts in the district was caused 
by a mortar round originating in the south-west and another impact 
was the result of an Uragan rocket fired from the north-west. In the 
Voroshilovsky district local residents told the SMM that shelling 
occurred on 2 February at approximately 07:45 and two adults, one 
woman and one man were killed. The SMM crater analysis shows that 
one building sustained a direct artillery hit originating from the north-
west. The SMM patrol was forced to leave the site due to incoming 
shelling approximately 300m to the north-west of the SMM’s location, 
between 11:45 and 12:01, which the SMM concluded to be 15 rounds 
of mortar fire. The SMM will follow up.
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authorities in Kiev were not pleased by this and therefore decided 
to conduct a military operation in the south-east of the country. 
After that, the fighting and artillery shelling of cities and settlements 
began.

My house was not near the fighting but I could hear everything 
because planes and missiles were constantly flying overhead.

On July 2, 2014 at approximately 10:00, I was at work in Stanitsa 
Luganskaya and sat in front of the shop. Suddenly there was a roar and 
something exploded next to me. Seeing the blood and the wound on 
my right leg I went into shock. Three guys ran up to me and helped me 
get to the bomb shelter. Then the ambulance arrived and I was taken to 
hospital where I received first aid.

Gennady, a resident of Lugansk, born in 1974

Since May 2014, after the referendum, massive artillery shelling and 
air strikes have been conducted upon the cities in the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions. A mass extermination of people who disagree with 
the policy of the self-proclaimed government of Ukraine is taking 
place.

Since mid-June 2014, the sounds of explosions could be heard 
day and night coming from the settlement of Metallist located next 
to Lugansk. Military fighter aircraft flew over the city. Living in such 
conditions was scary. I have a small child who was frightened by the 
sounds of explosions and the military aircraft flying by. 

One day in late May – early June I was near my house. Our house is 
on a hill with panoramic views of the city from where you can see all the 
neighborhoods very well. I heard the sound of a jet airplane and saw a 
Su fighter jet flying by. The plane circled over the city and then coming 
over a second time it started to decline sharply over the center. I realized 
that it was then going to start bombing . The plane released at least two 
missiles, which left a trail of black smoke behind. After that, anti-missile 
flares flew in two directions. The rockets flew a few more seconds and 
then hit a building. A loud explosion followed and then black smoke. I 
drove to the place where the smoke was coming from. The missile had 
hit the Lugansk regional administration building between the second 
and third floors. Several trees in the park near the building had been 
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knocked over. Next to the building there were several ambulances, I 
heard people screaming. According to those present, several people 
inside and around the building had been killed and many had been 
injured.

On 15-16 June 2014, Ukrainian troops started bombing the 
settlement of Metallist, located not far from our house and the 
explosions were getting closer to us. From Stanitsa Luganskaya, we 
could also hear constant gunfire and shooting. At that moment, I 
decided to leave Ukraine because I really feared for my life, the life of my 
wife, child and close relatives. In my opinion, the illegitimate Ukrainian 
authorities are trying to destroy the inhabitants of the south-east 
because most of them are Russian-speaking and profess pro-Russian 
views.

I’ve heard from friends living in different cities of the Lugansk and 
Donetsk regions, including Aleksandrovka, Rubezhnoye, Amvrosievka, 
that the Ukrainian army has carried out artillery and air strikes and that a 
large number of civilians have been killed in these cities. Acquaintances 
and friends were going to abandon their cities because it is impossible 
to live there – the entire infrastructure has been destroyed, there is 
no water, gas and electricity, shops do not operate, chaos reigns. In 
addition, some have told me that the Ukrainian military did not make 
it easy for them to leave their homes and did everything they could to 
prevent it.

A friend of mine’s sister was wounded as a result of artillery shelling 
in Stanitsa Luganskaya. A fragment hit her in her leg through to the bone. 
Another person’s single-family house was destroyed in Lugansk during 
a mortar attack. On July 15, 2014, my aunt called me in the morning and 
said that my house in Lugansk had been partially destroyed during the 
night.

I believe that the military operations in the south-east of the 
country have led to a massive influx of refugees from Ukraine to 
the Russian Federation. As a result of the fighting not only militia 
have died but also civilians – this is a real genocide against its own 
population.
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From a spot report by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine 
(SMM), 3 February 2015: Civilians killed and wounded in strike with 
cluster munitions in Izvestkova Street in Lugansk city – http://www.
osce.org/ukraine-smm/138906

At approximately 18:15 and 22:45 on 27 January, the SMM, based 
in Lugansk city centre (“Lugansk People’s Republic”-“LPR”-
controlled), heard intensive incoming shelling and impact explosions 
about 5km west of its location. 

Upon their arrival at 10:40 on 28 January, SMM monitors observed 
that a large residential area in the Artemovsky district of Lugansk city, 
6.6km south-west of the SMM’s location, a rectangular area measuring 
approximately 1.5km by 1.3km, had been impacted by rockets. The 
center of the affected area around Izvestkova Street (7.5km south-west 
of Lugansk city centre) had been impacted most of all.

The SMM observed the affected area along Izvestkovaya Street, 
Korolenko Street, Dekabristiv Street, as well as at Michurin Street and 
Sumska Street - a residential area consisting of small, detached houses. 
SMM monitors spoke to the owners of the properties and other local 
residents who said that they had been shelled twice on 27 January, first 
at approximately 18:10 and at approximately 22:45.

The SMM saw considerable damage caused by the impacts of 
rocket shelling, such as broken windows, fences, gates and walls. The 
SMM assessed that some of the damage to the buildings, e.g. a series 
of parallel rows of strike marks on a gate and wall, were consistent with 
damage typically caused by shrapnel elements from cluster munition. 
According to the SMM’s assessment, a hole in a roof of a house was 
caused by the impact of what appears to be a bomblet, with small calibre.

 SMM monitors discovered parts of rockets, including engines, fins 
and cargo compartments, in the front and backyards of several houses; 
the cargo compartment in particular is typical of a rocket carrying 
cluster munitions. Some parts sighted by the SMM at the impact site 
(1.5 cm white metal fragments, 6 by 3 cm black metal fragments of 
bomblet cases) are typical for cluster munition. The SMM identified 
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them as parts consistent with 9M55K model “Smerch” rockets 
(300mm calibre). The SMM observed a crater (approximately 4m in 
diameter, approximately 3m deep) in the backyard of the house located 
at  Dekabristiv Street 106, which had been caused by the explosion of a 
“Smerch” rocket, according to the SMM’s assessment.

SMM monitors measured the angle between north and the axis 
of the cargo remains using a compass. SMM monitors measured the 
incoming azimuth for the three cargo remains of the “Smerch” rockets, 
indicating a general incoming north-north-west direction.

During its visit to the site on 28 January, local residents of the 
impacted area of the Artemovsky district told the SMM that one man 
had been killed in his home at Korolenko Street 33. 

On 30 January, SMM monitors visited the central morgue in 
Lugansk city and met representatives of the regional pathologist office, 
who stated that their post-mortem examination confirmed that two 
individuals had died as a result of the shelling. The first individual died 
as a result of being struck in the chest and abdomen by metal fragments. 
The second individual died from stress-related heart failure as a result 
of shelling.

The SMM met, on 30 January, the deputy head of the central 
regional hospital who confirmed that two persons wounded on 27 
January were still staying in hospital for surgery and medical treatment. 
On 3 February the hospital confirmed to the SMM the information 
previously received.
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Yekaterina, resident of Nikolayevka in the Donetsk region, 
born in 1989

My husband and I lived in Nikolayevka. In 2013, our son was born and 
in 2014 our daughter. I worked in the maternity ward of Slavyansk, and 
my husband at the power plant. I was never in any armed group and did 
not participate in hostilities.

On May 11, 2014, I went to vote for the establishment of the Donetsk 
People’s Republic. I do not support the policies of the new government 
of Ukraine. 

In April 2014, the war began in the Donetsk region with the shelling 
of the cities. I heard shots, saw planes and explosions of phosphorous 
bombs in the night sky. The blast during the bombings broke the 
windows in our apartment.

On May 9, 2014, a sniper shot at the ten year old child of one of my 
colleagues. Following surgery, he survived. 

In Slavyansk, the Children’s Hospital was shelled. The military 
mainly fired at kindergartens, hospitals and schools. 

They also shelled the central heating and power plant in 
Nikolayevka.

On July 4, 2014, my family and I went to the village of Ray-
Aleksandrovka. We encountered troops flying the Ukrainian flag. There 
were a lot of them. They constantly stopped us and checked documents, 
and once even fired into the air, but after checking our documents let 
us go. I was very worried for everyone, particularly for the children, and 
wanted to escape from this nightmare quickly. I was afraid that during 
this stressful situation my milk would dry up and I would have nothing 
to feed my baby.

My family was lucky that we managed to escape from the war 
unharmed. I do not want to go back to Ukraine. All my belongings 
are still in Ukraine but I do not want to go back to get them because 
it is dangerous. We only took necessary items and our documents 
with us.
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Svetlana, a resident of the settlement of Beloye in the Lugansk 
region, born in 1961

Beloye is a settlement 10 kilometers from Lugansk with a population of 
about 5,000 people. 

When fascists took power in Kiev, the residents of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions began to organize demonstrations against fascism, 
and militia appeared in the town. Prior to the referendum, our town was 
not bombed and life was relatively peaceful. We knew from the media 
that there was fighting in Slavyansk and Kramatorsk, but here it was 
quiet. 

In the referendum the people voted to establish the Donetsk 
and Lugansk People’s Republics. When Turchynov came to power, he 
declared war against terrorism in south-eastern Ukraine, i.e. any and all 
residents of the south-east were declared terrorists by him. He said that 
all the inhabitants of the DPR and the LPR must be annihilated because 
they speak and want to continue to speak Russian.

After hearing Turchynov’s statement, I decided to quit the job 
because they told me that my workplace could be shelled. I was afraid 
for my life because I have two daughters and two granddaughters. After 
the referendum and before the election of Poroshenko the town had 
been relatively quiet. It was only from the media that we learned about 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine bombing civilian towns in the south-east. 
When Poroshenko came to power, people continued to work in the 
mines and hoped for a peaceful solution to the conflict.

Near our settlement there were checkpoints put in place by the 
LPR militia. They maintained order, helped the population any way they 
could, advised us how to protect ourselves from the explosions, how 
to deal with members of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, and upheld the 
livability of the town. 

On June 2, 2014, I saw the planes that flew five times to bombard 
Lugansk, as they turned around over our settlement. I also saw 
helicopters flying (I noticed the letters UN on the side of the helicopter), 
later we saw such helicopters, but the letters had been painted over. 
Later we learned that the Ukrainian Armed Forces had bombed the 
center of Lugansk, the Executive Committee building had been blown 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

From the Report on the Ballistics Expert Analysis, 
October 27, 2014

(…) During a criminal investigation it was established that the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Lugansk People’s Republic 
had found and seized numerous metal objects of various shapes 
and sizes resembling ammunition and its fragments, during the 
inspections of the scenes.

(…)
Findings 
1. The items presented for research are shrapnel of the 

following ammunition: 
an industrially manufactured high-explosive shell (shells) 

index 3OF45, 3OF45-1, 3OF64 for the 152 mm howitzer 2A65, 
2S19, or of a high-explosive shell (shells) index 3OF59 for a 152 
mm gun 2A36, 2S5-1;

an industrially manufactured high-explosive shell (shells) 
index OF-471 or OF2 for a D-74 122 mm Field Gun or of a high-
explosive shell (shells) index OF29 for a 152-mm gun 2A36, 2S5-
1; 

shrapnel after shelling of industrially-manufactured lighting 
shells index number 3A1, 3A1ZH for 122 mm howitzer M1938 
(M-30) and D-30 or for a 122-mm gun A-19, 2S1. Lighting shells 
don’t belong to the category of ammunition designed to hit a 
target;

an industrially manufactured blasting agent - mechanical 
fuse head (tube) double acting T-7 for lighting and illumination 
shells of 122mm and 152mm calibre;

shrapnel of industrially manufactured high-explosive artillery 
shells of most likely 152mm calibre, unidentified index numbers;
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active armor-piercing projectile shells index 3BM15 for the 
125 mm tank gun D-81 after being fired;

shrapnel of industrially manufactured projectile warheads of 
the ‘Grad’ multiple rocket launcher systems; 

a fragment of a ‘Grad’ rocket shell; 
a fragment of a rocket shell of the ‘Uragan’ rocket launcher 

system.
(…)
5. The above area of damage by a volley of one combat vehicle 

(40 shells) such as MLRS ‘Grad’ is 2.44 hectares of manpower, 
1.75 hectares of technology.

It is not possible to specify the area of damage of the type of 
shells of the MLRS ‘Uragan’, as the nomenclature of ammunition 
for the MLRS ‘Uragan’ includes missiles of various types, which 
have the same reactive part and different types of warheads 
applicable (high-explosive, cluster, etc.).

(…).
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up. At that time, many people died because the shells did not just hit 
and destroy the building but exploded into many pieces.

The bombing continued so for three days in a row and prior to 
every raid we lost mobile communications. During the first raid, we 
were scared to death because we did not know where the plane 
was flying and whom it would bomb, so we immediately hid in the 
basement.

Having seen that the Ukrainian authorities systematically were 
destroying the civilian population, were bombing cities, we decided 
to go to Russia. Fleeing from the war in Ukraine was impossible, 
because the government had openly said in the media that all 
Russian-speaking residents of the south-east were terrorists and 
should be annihilated.

On June 4, 2014, my two daughters, a granddaughter and I gathered 
the minimum of necessary items, contacted the militias and asked them 
where we could safely cross the border.  

Nearing the border, we passed the militia roadblocks. The militia 
acted kindly towards us and told us how to behave at the checkpoint 
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and wished us luck in crossing the 
border. At the checkpoint of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, we were met 
by heavily armed men in dark green uniforms, helmets, special boots, 
bulletproof vests, with submachine guns; there were about eight 
people in total. Personally, I saw two APCs and two tanks. Crossing the 
border, we were afraid that we would not be allowed to enter – the 
tension was terrible. 

I do not know what will happen to us. It is dangerous to return 
home since there are constant bombings. I also do not know what 
will happen to our apartment. I believe that the reason for the Kiev 
authorities’ behavior is hatred of the Russian-speaking population.

Marina, resident of Kramatorsk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1973

Unrest in Kramatorsk began at the same time as the events of 
‘Euromaidan’. The residents of the Donetsk region did not support the 
policy of discrimination against the Russian-speaking population. I do 
not understand why the government is hostile towards the Russian-
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speaking population. The division of Ukraine into western and eastern 
sections only appeared after the ‘Euromaidan’, before that there was no 
division between people based on where they lived.

On May 11, 2014, a referendum was held in the city, and the absolute 
majority of residents voted in favor of the establishment of the DPR. 

After the referendum, the residents of the south-east were 
declared terrorists by the Ukrainian authorities. No one understood 
why all Russian-speaking citizens of Ukraine had become terrorists 
and separatists all of a sudden and why they needed to be annihilated. 
Then, the Ukrainian authorities began to take revenge on the residents 
of the south-east because of the results of the referendum and declared 
an anti-terrorist operation.

I immediately started thinking about leaving the city. We started 
having problems with the food supply, the electricity and water supply 
were only intermittently available. There was no work – it had become 
impossible to live in the city. We had hoped until the last moment that 
the bombing would cease but the missile and bomb strikes became 
more frequent and more violent. Purifying facilities were blown up. I 
feared for my life, for the life of my daughter and son, as the bombings 
virtually never stopped. As soon as schools closed, the majority of 
residents fled their homes. 

On June 23, 2014, I drove out of town with my daughter and son. 
My husband stayed in Kramatorsk, as his mother, who is 76 years old, 
refused to leave her hometown. 

We lived under the bombings for a long time. Now my child knows 
what war is, my daughter has become nervous and hysterical and is 
afraid of military uniforms and divides people into criminals and non-
criminals.

Yelena, resident of the city of Schastye in the Lugansk region, 
born in 1960

On June 11, 2014, I arrived in the Russian Federation by bus as a refugee 
with my two grandchildren, as the shelling and bombing of civilians 
had started in the Lugansk region. I plan to stay in Russia until the end 
of the fighting in south-eastern Ukraine, because I’m really afraid for 
my life and the lives of my family. The condition of my return to Ukraine 
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is the complete cessation of hostilities in the territory of the Lugansk 
region. I left all of my belongings in the city of Schastye – I only took 
documents and the clothes on my back. I believe, that if I had stayed in 
Ukraine I might have been killed by members of the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces.

In south-eastern Ukraine it is complete mayhem. When it was only 
the militia in the city, we moved around freely and safely. But later, when 
the militants of the National Guard of Ukraine and the Right Sector 
entered the city, I was scared, because they literally robbed people on 
the street; if they did not like someone for some reason, they could beat 
or shoot them.

In my opinion, the cause of the fighting was that the vast majority 
of residents of the Lugansk and Donetsk regions were in favor of the 
federalization of Ukraine and the secession of the Lugansk and Donetsk 
regions, and against the infringement of the rights of the Russian-
speaking population and disrespect for Great Patriotic War veterans, 
against the policies of Ukrainian nationalists.

Yulia Tymoshenko said on the air that she would cordon off 
Schastye city by barbed wire. And Turchynov said that even the city’s 
name – ‘Schastye’1 – would no longer exist and no one would survive. 

On June 6, 2014, the bombing started at midnight. I grabbed some 
water, necessary items and went down into the basement of our home 
with my husband, my husband then ran to our daughter’s house, took 
the grandchildren, our daughter and her husband and we hid there 
until morning. The bombing continued throughout the night, with 
short breaks. In the morning, when we came out of the basement, we 
saw that the neighboring street had been destroyed. Homes, garages, 
and cars had been destroyed.

From the media, I know that residents of Lugansk, Donetsk, 
Slavyansk, and suburbs of these cities, were wounded and killed 
because of the fighting. 

In the areas of fighting, militia allowed priests to pass into but the 
troops of the Ukrainian army, on the contrary, shot the priests, saying 
that they were ‘Moskals’.2 I heard that a passenger bus, and four cars 
behind it, were subjected to a shelling, leaving everyone dead.

1   In Russian and Ukrainian, the word means ‘happiness’.
2   Ethnic slur referring to Russian nationals used in Ukraine and some other countries.
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

From the Report on the Ballistics Expert Analysis,
November 21, 2014

(…) During a criminal investigation it was established that the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of the Lugansk People’s Republic found and 
seized numerous metal objects of various shapes and sizes resembling 
ammunition and its fragments, during the inspections of the scenes.

Findings 
1. The items presented for research are shrapnel of the following 

ammunition:
shrapnel of an industrial-made rocket projectile from the multiple 

launch rocket system (MLRS) ‘Smerch’;
a fragment of an industrial-made missile of the MLRS ‘Grad’;
a fragment of industrial-made missile parts (nozzle) of the MLRS 

‘Uragan’;
a fragment of an industrial-made reaction-propulsion unit from 

the unguided rocket (NAR) S-8.
(…)
5. The above area of damage by a volley of one combat vehicle 

(40 shells) such as MLRS ‘Grad’ is 2.44 hectares of manpower, 1.75 
hectares of technology.

It is not possible to specify the area of damage of the type of shells 
of the MLRS ‘Uragan’, ‘Smerch’ and NAR S-8, as the nomenclature 
of ammunition for the MLRS ‘Uragan’ includes missiles of various 
types, which have the same reactive part and different types of warheads 
applicable (high-explosive, cluster, etc.).

(…).
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The reason for the mass influx of immigrants from Ukraine, in my 
opinion, is because of the fear of the war starting in Slavyansk, Lugansk, 
Donetsk and their suburbs. People are afraid for their lives and the 
health of their children, and so are forced to go to Russia, where they 
can be safe.

Ilya, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 1974

There were peaceful demonstrations that started at the end of March 
2014 in the central square of Slavyansk. People expressed their desire 
for the federalization of Ukraine, and wrote appeals to the regional 
council. The rallies were peaceful, no one was forced to participate in 
them, people wanted to overturn the ban on the Russian language, 
attain the federalization of Ukraine by peaceful means.

For some time the city was calm. People stopped talking about 
federalization, afraid, since those who expressed their political 
position very actively, were arrested. It started after Kiev was seized by 
nationalists and fascists.

Residents began to organize into militias since provocations started 
coming from the Ukrainian authorities. Armed young men tried to enter 
the city and enforce their order – the militias opposed them. 

Local residents built barricades. There were tires at each barricade 
to set on fire in case of danger, thus making it clear that there was an 
emergency.

At some point in the second half of April 2014, Bolbasovka residents 
were manning a checkpoint at night, 5-7 people in total – they had 
one hunting rifle. Three jeeps came from the Kharkov region direction, 
armed men jumped out and executed the local residents manning the 
post by shooting. The dead were buried as heroes by the entire city. 
Nobody thought this was just the beginning of the war.

The militia notified civilians that they would sound the siren and 
ring the church bells in the event of danger.

On May 2, 2014 at approximately 04:00, the siren wailed, and black 
smoke rose from the direction of the feed mill, from the checkpoint. 
After that, low flying planes of the Ukrainian army roared over the 
city. The Armed Forces of Ukraine took Karachun Mountain where the 
television tower was located, blocking Russian television channels, 
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leaving only Ukrainian television that described exactly the opposite of 
what was actually happening.

Educational institutions closed. School children somehow finished 
the school year, but a lot of students did not finish their exams.

Slavyansk was surrounded, but food was still being delivered. 
Water shortages started only when the pumping station was blown up. 
When workers tried to fix it, they were shot. Nevertheless, the station 
had been repaired. 

On the eve of May 9, 2014, Slavyansk was shelled from the direction 
of Karachun Mountain, and Mashmet microdistrict was bombed. We got 
the impression that the Armed Forces of Ukraine intimidated residents, 
so that they would not go to the parade. In the morning on Victory Day, 
there was practically nobody on the streets. After 9 o’clock, despite the 
fact that it was rumored in the city that snipers and saboteurs might 
operate there, a lot of people took to the streets; people organized 
themselves, attached St. George’s ribbons to their clothes, laid flowers 
at the monument of the Unknown Soldier. There was a celebration in 
the city. 

After the celebration, the Armed Forces of Ukraine started a 
massive shelling of the city from Karachun Mountain. The shelling took 
place every day. They bombed mostly at night during which people 
were hiding in basements. They bombed a residential sector, killing 
many civilians. The Zeus Ceramica and Slavtyazhmash factories were 
destroyed. 

The Betonmash district also came under fire – separate houses 
were shelled, food warehouses and factories were destroyed.

Then the settlement of Semenovka was subjected to massive 
shelling from Karachun Mountain and shells flew throughout the city. 
Homes, roads, shops and the regional hospital were destroyed in the 
settlement. The patients did not die, as they hid in basements during 
the shelling, physicians of the hospital assisted the wounded.

Then they started bombing the city center. One morning the 
City Children’s Hospital and Children’s Clinic were bombed. They fired 
shells and mines. Medical staff managed to bring the children into 
the basement. There was a seriously ill young child connected to a 
ventilator in the hospital. The little one was left in the ward, as there 
was no electricity in the basement. The child survived the bombing – 
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a shell had hit the wall of the building. Physicians asked the Ukrainian 
military to let an emergency vehicle from Donetsk through, so that 
the child could be brought to Rostov, but they did not allow it. In the 
end, it was necessary to take him through the fields in a normal (non-
specialized) car, manually ventilating air so that the young child did 
not die.

On May 11, 2014, a referendum was held, to which all residents 
went voluntarily, no one was forced. Despite the fact that everyone was 
in danger of being killed, most of the residents went to vote for the 
establishment of the Donetsk People’s Republic.

In the second half of May 2014, the Artem microdistrict was shelled. 
Shells hit a kindergarten; as a result of the shelling, a security guard died 
and students were injured at the Pedagogical University, workers died 
at the NIIVN, loaders were killed at the bread baking plant, and residents 
of residential houses lost their lives.

During the Holy Trinity holiday, the Ukrainian Armed Forces started 
bombing the city center at about 10:00. I heard the whistle of flying 
mines, and debris drummed on the roof of our house. Nearby, on our 
street, a shell hit a house, but people managed to hide in the basement. 
A lot of people were outside, because up until that moment the city had 
only been bombed at night so the people did not expect bombing in 
the daytime. During the shelling, electricity disappeared in the district 
and the gas pipeline in one house was cut off. In Andreevsky Lane, the 
‘Merchant’s House’ had been burned down. People had gone to that 
house to fetch water, because there was no water supply in the city, and 
there was an air-raid shelter there. In the shelling, a five year old girl and 
a woman were killed; there were still other victims, but I do not know 
how many.

The next shelling came in the evening – a shell hit house No. 40 on 
October Revolution Street and one person was killed. House No. 12 on 
Lazanovich Street was also hit by a shell, a woman was torn to pieces 
and two more people were killed.

Semenovka was constantly subjected to shelling (the settlement 
has now been fully destroyed). Air strikes were carried out by Su-
25 aircraft with small caliber missile weapons. I know about military 
equipment and armaments. 
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All the Orthodox churches in the city were shelled; they were 
damaged but survived. In Cherevkovka settlement the chapel was 
destroyed.

Then the settlement of Vostochny was bombed – almost all the 
houses were destroyed, many locals were killed; they bombed by 
mortars. 

Then the settlement of Seleznevka was shelled, where most of the 
houses were also destroyed and many civilians were killed, including 
the elderly and children.

In the daytime, on May Day Street, the residential area of separate 
houses, Lazanovich and Uritsky Streets, and again the Children’s 
Hospital were shelled. Then Dimitrov Street was shelled. No areas in the 
city remained untouched. 

On June 26, 2014, I left Slavyansk with my family. The ultimate 
development, which prompted us to leave, was the story a neighbor 
told us about an elderly lady, who had come to the well near our home, 
and was blown to pieces and her husband’s legs were ripped off. That’s 
when we decided to leave the city. Furthermore, when the Ukrainian 
authorities allegedly called a truce, they actually continued to bomb 
the city. 

We have experienced severe stress, become afraid of loud noises –  
during the shelling we ran to hide in the basement. Our younger 
daughter has developed behavioral problems and anxiety – she has 
become restless, and irritated by everything although before the 
fighting she was a quiet girl.

Vladimir, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1963

On Turchynov’s orders, the militants of the Right Sector and the National 
Guard began the punitive operation aimed at the annihilation of the 
civilian population in south-eastern Ukraine. At the beginning of April 
2014, the cities of the south-east, including Slavyansk, were surrounded 
by the militants of the Right Sector. In order to protect their native land 
and their families the People’s Militia was formed from volunteers, 
which still protects the land of south-eastern Ukraine from the fascists.
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There have been clashes between the militants of the Right Sector 
and members of the People’s Militia in Slavyansk since the end of April 
2014. The city is constantly subjected to artillery shelling, missile and 
bomb strikes, which have resulted in civilians being killed.

On June 22, I came off watch duty. When I got home I saw that the 
house had been completely destroyed. My neighbor, Victor, told me 
that during night, militants of the Right Sector had shelled our district. 
A shell had hit our house, where my parents, wife and young son were. 
Due to the explosion of the shell, a fragment severed my mother’s 
head, my father was torn in half and my wife was blown into hundreds 
of pieces. My parents and wife are buried at the city cemetery in a 
mass grave. During the shelling, my son was asleep in a room that 
remained intact. On June 24, I left the city with my young son and 
came to Russia.

In Slavyansk, I lived on Shevchenko Street, on the outskirts of the 
city. There were several therapeutic mud health centers, hospitals, 
schools, kindergartens and an electrical substation nearby. The forces of 
the People’s Militia were located outside the city, so as not to endanger 
residential areas.

Military operations are aimed at the annihilation of the civilian 
population of south-eastern Ukraine, and not the members of the 
People’s Militia. A deliberate extermination of the civilian population is 
taking place, as Ukraine does not need the people who live in Donbass 
but only the land in which there are deposits of shale gas.

As a result of constant bombing and shelling, many municipal 
facilities have been destroyed or disabled, water supply has stopped, 
the city had no electricity and sewage treatment facilities have 
been destroyed. All this has led to a health catastrophe. Food supply 
deliveries to the city have stopped. The militants of the Right Sector and 
the National Guard did not remove corpses from the battlefield. They 
were thrown into pits and covered with earth, resulting in the distinct 
smell of decomposition in the outskirts of the city. 

As a result of artillery shelling, missile and bomb strikes, many 
militiamen and civilians have been killed. I have witnessed the deaths of 
several hundred people. The first victim that I saw was a little girl, who 
was shot from a balcony by a sniper of the Right Sector. I also saw a lot 
of corpses of women, children and old people in the city. 
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From a report by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to 
Ukraine (SMM), 2 October 2014: ICRC Staff Member Killed in 
Shelling in Donetsk City – http://www.osce.org/node/125044

From 17:15 to 18:00, on 2 October, at fifteen minute intervals, 
SMM members heard very loud explosions somewhere in the 
north of Donetsk city. At around 18:00, SMM monitors heard 
a quick succession of five incoming rounds, which it assessed to 
have been Uragan rockets, again in the north of the city.

Fifteen minutes later the head of the local branch of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Donetsk, 
calling on the phone from Kiev, told SMM monitors that the 
ICRC office in Donetsk city had just been shelled and one staff 
member had been killed. 

At 18:30, the Emergency Services of the “Donetsk People’s 
Republic” (“DPR”) called the SMM, confirming that they had 
arrived at the ICRC office – located 2.7km north-west of the city 
centre – and had found a corpse. According to the Emergency 
Services, the “DPR” police, also at the scene, had discovered 
identification papers that identified the deceased as a Swiss 
national.
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The Ukrainian security forces have not organized an evacuation. 
An acquaintance told me that all the buses taking refugees from the 
conflict zone were directed to go back by militants of the Right Sector 
saying, “Go back all of you, we will bomb you today!”. 

Victoria, resident of Krasnyi Lyman in the Donetsk region, born 
in 1969

Fighting broke out in Krasnyi Lyman in the Donetsk region on June 3, 
2014. As far as I know, the Ukrainian Armed Forces bombed the railway 
station, electromechanical rail workshops, a locomotive enterprise and 
a departmental hospital on that day.

On June 3, 2014 at 14:18, I was an eyewitness to a mortar attack 
that was carried out against the departmental hospital building where 
I work as a nurse. The bombing ended at 18:00. The hospital building 
was partially destroyed. During the bombing I was at my workplace in 
the admissions unit of the hospital. A surgeon was injured during the 
bombing. He had a shrapnel wound to the skull. He had to go to the 
Neurosurgery unit at the Donetsk Hospital but the ambulance was not 
let go out of the city by the Ukrainian army servicemen. At the moment, 
I do not know if he’s alive or not. 

I know that ambulances were not allowed to get through to the 
wounded.

On June 4, 2014, representatives of the Ukrainian army came to see 
me as well as other residents in our building. They entered without my 
permission and went through all the rooms. They seemed to be looking 
for something – going through closets and looking under beds. After 
this they left. Furthermore, I saw combat aircraft and helicopters flying 
over the city, could hear gunfire every day, and therefore my husband 
and I were forced to take refuge in basements. Due to the volatile 
environment, we left Ukraine.

Anatoly, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1955

On May 11, 2014, the referendum took place, which all residents of the 
city came to participate in. All residents wanted to vote. I also voted in 
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favor of the establishment of the Donetsk People’s Republic, as did all 
my relatives and acquaintances.

After the referendum, the Ukrainian army actively started shelling 
the outskirts of the city with mines and artillery shells. They specifically 
targeted medical facilities, residential buildings, kindergartens, and 
water and power facilities.

The militia only defended the city by firing in the direction from 
where the Ukrainian army shelled the city. During firefights several 
mercenaries fighting on the side of the Ukrainian army were killed. Some 
of them were black. I was shown military knives found on mercenaries 
that had ‘US Army’ engraved on them. The militia said that mercenaries 
were armed with modern weapons, which greatly surpassed the 
weapons that the People’s Militia had in their possession. 

The shelling killed a large number of civilians and children in 
Slavyansk. By June 13, 2014, by my count, about 130 civilians, including 
women and children were killed. Seeing as the Ukrainian government is 
really destroying Slavyansk and its people, I have twice tried to join the 
People’s Militia but was refused for health reasons.

From my acquaintances who are in the militia, I know that the 
battles mainly involve soldiers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the 
National Guard of Ukraine and mercenaries, whereas the militants of 
the Right Sector act as sweepers in mopping-up operations, i.e. kill 
anyone that comes their way, including civilians, burn buildings and 
engage in looting.

I also know that there are entire battalions of mercenaries working 
for the businessman Kolomoysky, the deputy Lyashko, the party ‘Udar’ 
and Tymoshenko, leader of the party ‘Fatherland’. I do not know how 
many they are; they are not subordinate to the Ukrainian authorities 
but obey those who pay them.

I know that when 10 soldiers of the Ukrainian army wanted to 
defect to the side of the militia, the Right Sector militants shot them 
down. I also know that a burial site of corpses was found next to 
Karachun Mountain, that presumably were soldiers of the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine. They had all had their stomachs ripped open, and had no 
internal organs. The burial ground had about 300 corpses, covered with 
lime. There are several such burial sites near Slavyansk, but they are 
booby-trapped and cannot be approached.
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And so the Ukrainian authorities are hiding the real loss of military 
personnel from the people. 

There were instances when the militia took Ukrainian troops 
prisoner. They were allowed to call their parents at home and they 
found out that the parents had received death notices that their son 
had already died a month ago. Subsequently, almost all the prisoners 
defected to fight on the side of the People’s Militia.

I personally saw phosphorus shells being fired at residential 
quarters and banned shells being dropped by airplanes and helicopters. 
I was in rocket and bomb attacks twice but did not get injured. Some 
shells did not explode because the Ukrainian army is using old shells. 
They just drive into the ground. Artillery shelling took place on a regular 
basis, including at night. We waited them out in basements. During the 
shelling the militia actively helped us.

The Ukrainian army fires shells specifically targeted at residential 
areas and public buildings. So, the children’s hospital in Slavyansk, the 
psychiatric hospital in the settlement of Semenovka, the Lenin Central 
Hospital were all shelled, the station, Artem city’s House of Culture, two 
boiler-houses, the city’s sewage treatment plant were destroyed. The 
water supply was destroyed earlier but it was restored by militias and 
local residents. The main power substation was also damaged.

Like many people in the Donetsk region, I do not support the new 
government of Ukraine – I did not elect them. They are implementing 
policies against their own people, and want to eradicate the Russian-
speaking population of Ukraine and impose their nationalist views.

I believe that the militias are not terrorists and separatists but, on 
the contrary, they are the defenders of their people and their land. The 
local population is actively assisting the militias in different ways. 

At first, I sent my family to Russia and then I came to Russia myself 
when I realized that a genuine war was happening and that life in the 
city was dangerous.

The shelling of the city and suburbs with mines and shells, the 
killing of civilians, the lack of jobs, food, water, electricity, mobile 
connection, television and radio – all this has led to a massive influx of 
refugees to the territory of the Russian Federation. In Slavyansk and its 
suburbs, Ukrainian army soldiers, the militants of the National Guard 
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Russia Today

HRW: Civilians killed in Donbass due to indiscriminate weapons 
use by Kiev 

Countless civilians have been killed due to the indiscriminate use 
of weapons and Grad rocket launchers by the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces in Donbass. This is what Yulia Gorbunova, the human 
rights researcher of the organization Human Rights Watch said at 
a press conference:

“One of the focuses of our research in recent months has 
been the indiscriminate use of weapons in eastern Ukraine - 
weapons, whose use is prohibited in densely populated areas, as 
well as weapons, that are completely forbidden - such as cluster 
bombs” - cited by RIA News.

The situation in Donbass remains quite tense, Gorbunova 
added. 

“The Ukrainian government forces are undoubtedly using 
indiscriminate weapons, including Grad rocket launchers, 
resulting in a huge number of civilians killed,” - said the 
representative of HRW. 

29 January 2015.
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and the Right Sector have killed and continue to kill people, and people 
are afraid for their lives.

Ukrainian authorities have not taken any measures to organize the 
evacuation of civilians, children, women or the elderly. The militia and 
local residents are the only ones providing assistance to the victims. 
Ukrainian authorities do not allow refugees to leave the city. When a 
bus with refugees was leaving the city, soldiers of the Ukrainian army 
stopped it. All the men were taken to the SBU (Security Service of 
Ukraine) and women and children were sent to the Russian border on 
foot.

The ruling regime did not provide any humanitarian aid; on the 
contrary, they did not allow humanitarian aid vehicles into our city. The 
residents of Kharkov were able to bring humanitarian aid only once. It 
was Russia that provided us with medicine and food.

As a result of the servicemen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, armed 
members of the National Guard of Ukraine, the militants of the Right 
Sector, Ukrainian nationalist battalions using heavy offensive weapons 
having indiscriminate effects in the shelling of populated areas of the 
self-proclaimed Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics, objects of 
critical infrastructure, industry, energy supplies, the communications 
and transport infrastructure, residential buildings, social, welfare and 
culture facilities, including health care, children’s and educational 
institutions have been completely or partially destroyed.

According to the UN, about 2 million residents have been forced 
to flee their homes. More than 900 thousand inhabitants of the self-
proclaimed Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics, mostly women 
and children, have left to go to the Russian Federation and have not 
returned.

Oksana, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1984

In Slavyansk, gunmen of Ukraine’s new government fired on their own 
countrymen. During air strikes, both the city center and its outskirts 
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were struck by bombs. The Children’s hospital and many socially 
important facilities were shelled.

I saw the effects of the shelling: destroyed homes, shattered 
windows of homes and hospitals as well as the wounded civilians of 
our city, including a four-year boy who was wounded by the shrapnel 
of an artillery shell. Artillery fire came from the direction of Karachun 
Mountain. School No. 13 in Artem microdistrict was also shelled.

The TV tower equipment has been completely destroyed, so the city 
does not have television and radio. Also, the water supply is damaged 
and so there was no water in Slavyansk.

I know that in Kramatorsk the military are bombing Novokramatorsky 
machine-building plant.

Victoria, resident of Ilovaisk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1954

Missile and bomb strikes were carried out constantly on Ilovaisk: on 
homes, the post office, the city council, police headquarters, as well 
as the entire infrastructure. There was no power supply or food in the 
city.

I saw the destroyed building of the oil depot after it had been hit 
by a projectile. There was a huge fire. The oil depot supplied the whole 
town with fuel and that is when the crisis of fuel delivery and refueling 
vehicles began.

We left Ukraine because we were afraid for our lives. One of our 
houses was destroyed completely, the other partially destroyed. 

I believe that the purpose of the attack on the south-east is to 
displace the population living in this territory. There are deposits of shale 
gas, which the US government has bought from Ukrainian authorities 
but they can’t extract it near the populated areas as it would lead to an 
environmental disaster.

Anna, resident of Kramatorsk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1985

Ukrainian military operations have led to a health and humanitarian 
catastrophe. There hasn’t been water, electricity, gas or coal in cities and 
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settlements for a long time. The municipal services in Kramatorsk do 
not have enough time to repair the infrastructure (pipelines, etc.). The 
Ukrainian army constantly strikes these targets. Before my departure 
they had destroyed the sewage treatment plant. Bread was no longer 
delivered to the shops, there is no food supply, pharmacies and hospitals 
have no medical supplies. Wages, pensions, and benefits are not being 
paid. Banks and ATMs are closed and accounts are blocked.

Near the Executive Committee building, volunteers picked up 
medication for insulin-dependent patients. I personally went there to 
give them the stock that I had. The drugs were then specifically directed 
to patients in the city.

Bodies are not buried but dropped into water reservoirs or 
mass graves. For example, after the battles at Karachun Mountain in 
Slavyansk, they found a great number of unburied corpses in the forest, 
from which the wind carried the strong smell of decomposition into the 
city. People found body parts (hands, feet, etc.) of soldiers in ordinary 
garbage dumps. I have heard that the corpses of Ukrainian army 
soldiers were covered with lime so that the bodies were completely 
eaten away. Unburied corpses were also found in refrigerators in the 
Donetsk airport. 

In the Donetsk region, as a result of shelling and bombardments, 
the monument to the soldiers of Great Patriotic War, Saur-Mogila (the 
museum and the obelisk), has been destroyed, other monuments to 
the liberators of World War II are being destroyed. The opera and ballet 
theater in Donetsk has been destroyed. In the Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions many Orthodox churches and cathedrals of the Moscow 
Patriarchate have been purposefully destroyed. In the summer of 
2014, the orthodox church near the Kalinin hospital in Donetsk was 
destroyed. A remarkable church in the area of Cherevkovka settlement 
on the outskirts of Slavyansk was shelled. 

Sergei, resident of Lugansk, born in 1980

Shelling took place regularly from 04:00 to 06:00, from 16:00 to 18:00, 
from about 21:00 or 22:00 to midnight. At night it was impossible to 
sleep; after the siren sounded, we had to go down to the basement with 
our child who was afraid of the bombing.
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International Committee of the Red Cross

The fragile ceasefire, agreed in February, has enabled ICRC 
teams to more clearly assess the situation in front-line areas. The 
needs of displaced people, the wounded, the detained and those 
trying to rebuild their lives, are serious.

“Although fighting has eased there are still casualties nearly 
every day and living conditions are very poor for civilians in 
front-line areas and displaced people across the region,” said the 
ICRC’s head of operations for Europe and Central Asia, Laurent 
Corbaz. “We need to help people cope with the continuing stand-
off and the aftermath of a year of terrible conflict.”

According to the United Nations, at least 6,000 people 
have been killed in the conflict in eastern Ukraine and half the 
population of the region, around two million people, have been 
displaced. During the fighting, civilians close to the front line were 
subjected to heavy rocket fire and artillery shelling. Hospitals, 
schools, water and electricity systems and other essential services 
were badly damaged.

April 14, 2015. From a news release.
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Schools in the Mirnyi and Shevchenko neighborhoods in Lugansk 
as well as kindergartens, a lot of houses in different districts, the central 
market, the circus, supermarkets (including the Absolute supermarket, 
the shops ‘Leleka’, ‘Aurora’, ‘Epicenter’), the gas station near the shop 
‘Epicenter’, the bus station, the RAP (end of the railway line), the airport, 
and the M. Gorky library were all destroyed because of the shelling. In 
addition, the entire infrastructure has been destroyed – the roads, many 
businesses, the residential area in other cities and towns in the Lugansk 
and Donetsk regions. Slavyansk and Gorlovka have been hit hard. In July 
and August 2014, the Ukrainian forces destroyed the Orthodox church 
on Sovetskaya Street in Lugansk and the church in the settlement of 
Novosvetlovka. The Eternal Flame monument in Lugansk was also hit 
by shells. Many hospitals in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions, including 
hospital No. 31 in Donetsk, were subjected to shelling.

 The actions of the Ukrainian forces have led to a health and 
humanitarian disaster in the regions. There are towns and villages 
that have had no water, electricity, gas, or heating for a long time. 
Pipelines have been bombed. There is no food in the stores, 
pharmacies, hospitals have no medication and if there is any, then it 
is too expensive. Wages, pensions, benefits are not being paid. Due 
to the attacks, people live in basements, and children do not attend 
school. The fields have been burned, driven over by cars and military 
equipment and trampled.

Mortuaries are overcrowded, corpses remain there for a long 
time; they are buried in pits and in vegetable gardens. Currently, the 
number of dead and wounded in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions 
are in the thousands. The National Guard of Ukraine did not save their 
wounded soldiers. In order not to hand them over to their relatives, pay 
compensations and to avoid the truth about the war leaking out, they 
were killed on the battlefield. In most cases, they were not even buried, 
just covered with earth in mass graves. 

In 2014, the Ukrainian army bombed Slavyansk with phosphorous 
bombs dropped from planes, the damaging effects and negative 
consequences of which, including for the environment, have been 
enormous. As a result of the use of these prohibited weapons every 
living thing in the area is being killed. They also dropped cluster bombs 
on cities, whose use in residential areas is banned as well. 
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UN News Centre

The Security Council held a meeting dedicated to the Protection 
of Civilians in Armed Conflicts. Speaking at the meeting, 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Russia to the UN, Yevgeny 
Zagaynov, drew attention to the difficult humanitarian situation 
in Ukraine, stressing that the number of victims of the conflict in 
the country has already exceeded 5,000 people and continues to 
grow. He said that the Ukrainian authorities had established a ‘de 
facto blockade’ of the south-east of the country. 

“In addressing protection of civilians, we cannot overlook 
their situation in Ukraine. We are deeply concerned by the 
dramatic deterioration of the situation in the south-eastern part 
of that country and the resumption of shelling of residential 
neighbourhoods in cities of the region,”- said Yevgeny Zagaynov. 
He added that the Russian authorities condemned such actions 
against civilians and called for careful, objective inquiry into the 
tragedies that had occurred.

According to him, the Ukrainian authorities continue 
and ratchet up the de facto blockade of the south-eastern part 
of the country. “Social entitlements are not being paid, and 
impediments are being created to the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance, medicine and food. The destruction of infrastructure, 
hospitals, and water and electricity sites continues. Restrictions 
are being tightened on the movement of people, even in those 
cases where there is a need for urgent medical assistance”- said 
the Russian diplomat. 

Yevgeny Zagaynov stressed that in all armed conflicts, the 
belligerents bear primary responsibility for full compliance with 
the standards of international humanitarian law.

January 30, 2015.
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In June 2014, artillery and automatic weapons fired upon buses 
transporting women and children to the Russian border near the 
checkpoint zone ‘Izvarino’, some of them were killed.

After the population of the south-east made a stand about the 
secession from Ukraine, deputy Lyashko of the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine, Prime Minister Yatsenyuk, and Tymoshenko, leader of the 
party ‘Fatherland’, openly made offensive statements on television 
concerning the Russian-speaking population of the south-east such 
as: “it is necessary to wipe you from the face of the earth, right up to 
women and children, cordon you off with barbed wire”.

In regards to these events, I am mentally depressed because I cannot 
return home, I fear for my relatives who had remained in Ukraine. It is 
not clear whether our house is still intact. My ten-year old son does not 
sleep well, he is afraid of the roar of planes. We were left without means 
of subsistence, without our own home.

Svetlana, resident of Kramatorsk in the Donetsk region, born 
in 1964

The sounds of artillery fire could be heard by the residents of Kramatorsk 
during April and May of 2014, when soldiers of the National Guard of 
Ukraine and militants of the Right Sector shelled Slavyansk with large-
caliber weapons.

Then, onto the area that previously housed a military airfield, they 
launched missile and bomb strikes from aircraft. 

The shelling of the outskirts of Kramatorsk started at the beginning 
of June 2014. The first buildings that were damaged were the ‘KZTS’ 
factory shopfloor and the grocery store on Ordzhonikidze Street.

Our pharmacy was still working and until June 19, 2014 I went to 
work. I decided to leave the city after the events of 17-18 June 2014, 
when residential areas were shelled by large-caliber guns mounted on 
the Karachun Mountain.

On Shcherbakov Street, civilians who were out on the street at the 
time of the shelling, were killed. The shelling occurred at approximately 
16:00. As far as I know, about 6 people were killed. Part of the shells hit 
blocks of apartments. There was also damage to the transformer station 
and electricity was cut off in Kramatorsk for several days; there was also 
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a damage to water supply, so there were interruptions in the supply of 
drinking and industrial water.

That’s when I decided to leave the city out of fear that my house 
would soon also come under fire. 

From the media, I learned that the Russian Federation was preparing 
to receive refugees from south-eastern Ukraine. Fearing for my life and 
the lives of my loved ones, I left Kramatorsk on June 21, 2014 with my 
sister and mother.

As a result of the punitive operation carried out by the militants of 
the National Guard of Ukraine and the Right Sector, most businesses 
and shops, schools and kindergartens closed in Kramatorsk. Many lost 
their jobs. Local residents do their best to help and support the People’s 
Militia and the self-defence forces, which protect the city from invaders.

Militants of the National Guard of Ukraine and the Right Sector, 
carrying out artillery attacks on the city, want to destroy the infrastructure 
of the city and its inhabitants. Peaceful areas, that have never had any 
military facilities, get under fire.

Ukrainian military actions have led to a humanitarian catastrophe 
and the displacement of people. Residents snap up everything available 
on the shelves of shops that are still open. This is due to a lack of food 
and medicines.

The local population is frightened and many panicked residents 
flee their homes, leaving their belongings behind. 

I am very worried for my relatives and friends who have remained 
in the city, as well as for all the peaceful inhabitants of our city. For this 
reason, I am constantly stressed and anxious. 

I really want to go home, because I have friends and acquaintances 
that have stayed there. I will definitely be going back, but only if to the 
Donetsk People’s Republic. I do not want to go back to Ukraine, because 
I’m afraid for my life. 

Igor, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 1975

In early April 2014, cities in south-eastern Ukraine, including Slavyansk, 
were surrounded by militants of the Right Sector. In order to protect 
their native land and their families, the People’s Militia was formed from 
among volunteers. Since the end of April 2014, armed clashes between 
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militants of the Right Sector and members of the People’s Militia have 
taken place. From 04:00 onwards, Slavyansk is constantly exposed to 
artillery shelling, missile and bomb strikes.

I lived in the Artem microdistrict. There was a bread-baking factory, 
two kindergartens, school No. 13, the Children’s Clinic, orphanage and 
a fire station of the Emercom located near my house. All the buildings 
were destroyed by artillery shelling, missile and bomb strikes. 

At the beginning of June 2014, my friend Andrei was killed during 
the shelling of the Krasnolimansky district. In mid-June 2014, my friend 
Larissa died from shrapnel wounds received in the courtyard of her 
home.

On June 25, 2014, my wife and I were in the area of the Slavyansk 
railway station when the shelling began with heavy artillery from the 
direction of Karachun Mountain. After the first explosions were heard, 
we went by car towards the Artem microdistrict. Along the way, shells 
exploded but our car was not damaged. After arriving at the motor 
transport company where I worked, we hid in the inspection pit, where 
we stayed for about three hours. As far as I know, about 10 people died 
as a result of that shelling.

After several shells exploded not far from my home and my work 
on June 30, 2014, my wife and I left the besieged city. Just as we were 
leaving Slavyansk, we came under fire. In the Severny microdistrict, 
several shells exploded a few meters from us. I hit the accelerator with 
all my might and only thought about getting us out of that hell.

Everything that could be destroyed in the town, including cultural, 
historical and architectural monuments, churches, had been destroyed. 

As a result of constant bombing and shelling a lot of utility facilities 
were destroyed and put out of service, the water and power supplies 
have been interrupted and sewage treatment plants have also been 
destroyed. All this has led to a health catastrophe. Also, the food 
situation has become very difficult – the food supply has stopped.

All the medical institutions have been destroyed as a result of air 
strikes. 

There is a conscious extermination of the civilian population in 
south-eastern Ukraine. Even now, I can’t understand how the citizens of 
a single country can fight with each other.
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Victoria, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1970

Since mid-April 2014, the outskirts of Slavyansk and the city itself are 
being shelled every day by the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Attacks are 
carried out with aircraft missiles and other weapons.

The electrical substation has been destroyed, the water supply 
is damaged, school No. 13, the central children’s hospital, residential 
homes and the market have been destroyed. 

In Slavyansk there is currently no water, no communications, and no 
electricity. The bombings and shelling have led to the mass emigration 
of people – mostly women with children have left.

Our house is located almost in the center of the city and there aren’t 
any strategic facilities nearby there. 

On June 6, 2014 at approximately 19 o’clock, I was returning from 
work and passed through Svobodi Street, that is considered to be in 
central Slavyansk. At that moment, at the intersection of R. Luxemburg 
and Svobodi Streets, a projectile exploded in the courtyard of a 
residential five-storey building. From there, people ran out, grabbed me 
by the arms, and we took refuge in a safe place.

We went to the Russian Federation as refugees with our children 
on June 18, 2014, because of the actual war that is raging in the 
Donetsk region. I plan to stay in Russia, as long as the war in Ukraine 
has not ended, because I really fear for my life and the lives of my loved 
ones.

Victoria, resident of Kramatorsk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1977

On May 11, 2014, a referendum was held in the Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions, which resulted in the establishment of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk People’s Republics, which subsequently merged into the 
confederation of Novorossiya. I took part in the referendum and voted 
in favor of the establishment of the Donetsk People’s Republic. After the 
proclamation of the DPR, armed clashes between militants of the Right 
Sector and members of the people’s militia increased. Residential areas 
of Slavyansk and Kramatorsk were subjected to artillery shelling, missile 
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and bomb attacks. During the shelling in the city the air raid siren was 
turned on.

In Kramatorsk I lived in the city center. Near my house there was a 
military airfield, a children’s home, secondary school No. 22, city hospital 
No. 3 and an electrical substation.

At the moment, as a result of the constant bombing and shelling 
of the city, kindergartens, a lot of houses, the LIP and SKMZ plants have 
been destroyed, a lot of utility facilities have been destroyed or disabled, 
the water supply has been stopped and the city had no electricity. The 
food supply has also been stopped. 

On May 10, 2014 at 8:00, I was not far from the Energomashspetsstal 
plant, which is located at the just inside Kramatorsk on the road from 
Slavyansk. I was driving the car when the shelling started. There were a 
few salvoes; one of the shells hit the shopfloor of the plant, after which 
the plant caught fire. 

On May 14, 2014, I was on Ordzhonikidze Street, when another 
bombardment of the city began. The siren ‘howled’, and I ran to a nearby 
trolleybus. Along the way, I heard an explosion. Looking up, I saw that 
a shell had hit a small grocery store, which was located at a distance of 
50 meters from me. 

After several shells exploded in front of our house on May 30, 2014, 
my husband and I decided to leave Ukraine.

Taisia, resident of Donetsk, born in 1980

In May 2014, shelling started in Donetsk and hostilities began to break 
out within the city. I lived 20 minutes away from the center by car. 
Helicopters and planes of the Armed Forces of Ukraine started flying 
frequently over us. There were cases where the kindergarten called 
telling us to come get the children as the National Guard were planning 
on carrying out a ‘cleansing’ where the kindergarten was located.

There were shortages of water, food, and medicine in the city, and 
the prices of essential items increased significantly. Unidentified masked 
men began to establish checkpoints on roads to assault passing civilian 
vehicles, beat up people and take their property.

All of these events led me to believe that staying in the city was 
dangerous, especially for my young children. Because of this, I decided 
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Factories stop operations: how companies are victims of the war in 
eastern Ukraine

The Donetsk and Lugansk regions have been significantly affected 
during the armed conflict. According to the UN in September 
2014, the infrastructure of the two regions has suffered damage 
totaling $440 million due to the fighting. 

Almost 2,000 buildings have been destroyed and more than 
70% of companies in Donetsk have stopped operating (many of 
them are mines, which supplied coal to companies and power 
plants in other regions in Ukraine). 

One part of the plants have suffered directly from the artillery 
shelling, the other part have been deprived of their infrastructure 
and cut off from power – during the fighting, railways were 
destroyed and power lines were damaged.

November 10, 2014 
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to leave. Also, I was afraid that if I waited too long that I would not be able 
to leave because tickets for trains, buses were selling out very quickly 
and people began to leave the city en masse. My husband stayed at the 
house because his parents are disabled, and they need constant care.

I would like to go home but now there are combat operations 
being conducted, and there is devastation and looting. I understand 
that living there with young children is impossible, and it’s dangerous. 

My family and I have never been involved in and have nothing to 
do with the militia, military formations, or any political group.

At the moment, my children are suffering from emotional distress 
and psychological stress. They do not understand where they are and 
what’s going on, they want to go home to daddy. 

My mental state is the same. I constantly worry about my friends, 
and my husband, who have stayed in Donetsk. I feel a sense of anxiety 
because of the uncertainty of my current situation and that of the 
children, I do not know where and what I will live on, and at the same 
time I realize that I won’t be able to go back home for a long time.

Victoria, resident of the settlement of Belenkoye in the Donetsk 
region, born in 1983

The settlement of Belenkoye is located on the outskirts of Kramatorsk. 
Rallies began to form in the central square of the town from about 
February 2014, where people expressed their disagreement with the 
extraction of shale gas, which is plentiful in the Donetsk region, as it is 
very harmful to the environment and for people. Also, people did not 
understand why the ruling authorities of Ukraine called the Russian-
speaking population in the south-east ‘second grade’. At the same 
time, we were forced to speak only Ukrainian. People were against it. At 
around the same time, the People’s Militia was being formed (unarmed).

On May 11, 2014, a referendum was held in the Donetsk region. 
Almost everyone voted for the secession of the Donetsk region from 
Ukraine. Just before the referendum there were many provocations. 
For example, in the neighborhood they visited people, introducing 
themselves as staff of various services and asked for people to present 
their passports. Then when they had the passport they would tear it up, 
so that it was impossible to vote in the referendum. Also acquaintances 
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told me that in the settlement of Krasnyi Liman, militants of the Right 
Sector went and checked documents, namely registration. If a person 
was not local, they were taken and never seen again. They also said 
that around Kramatorsk they found ditches, where there were a lot 
of corpses of young people aged 19-21 years with gunshot wounds. 
Based on their age, we realized that it was soldiers of the Ukrainian 
army. The corpses were without clothes, and jewelry and watches were 
missing. It is my understanding that this was done so that they would 
be unrecognizable.

Every day there was more and more shooting. Our family decided 
to leave Kramatorsk, because we feared for our lives and the lives of our 
children. We do not know yet how to live on. My husband is currently 
looking for a job. We do not want to go back to Ukraine. Due to the 
forced departure, my children and I have constant anxiety. The children 
ask when can we go back home. It is very difficult to start life from 
scratch. We do not have jobs or a home. 

Currently, my brother lives in the settlement of Artemovsk in the 
Donetsk region. Yesterday he called me and said that during the shelling 
his house was nearly destroyed, he received a concussion and shrapnel 
injured his legs.

Many of my acquaintances have left Kramatorsk going wherever 
they could – mostly to Russia.

As a result of the punitive operation of the Ukrainian authorities 
there is a direct threat to the life of the Russian-speaking inhabitants 
of south-eastern Ukraine. I think that the civilian population of south-
eastern Ukraine is being deliberately targeted for extermination. 
That is the only explanation I can find for shelling civilian residential 
neighborhoods.
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Shelling of Lugansk on July 11, 2014.
On Kirov Street, 24, a woman was killed in her apartment.

The victims of shelling of residential areas
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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Shelling of Donetsk on January 30, 2015.
On Panfilov Street near the Kuybyshev Palace of Culture 5 people were killed.
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Shelling of Lugansk from the Grad multiple rocket launcher on July 14, 2014. 
One of the victims at the city market.
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Shelling of Donetsk on August 16, 2014.
Devastation of homes and victims on Bolsheviks Street.
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Shelling of Donetsk on August 23, 2014. Krasnoflotskaya Street, 110 - a shell hit 
the apartment, the parents and eldest son were killed, the daughter was taken to 

the intensive care unit.
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The consequences of a shelling of a residential neighborhood
Photo by Andrey Stenin

This woman has nothing left
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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An apartment has been completely destroyed
Photo by Andrey Stenin

Where once were houses, only chimneys remain
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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Ruined memorial, Saur-Mogila
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§ 2. Cruel and inhuman treatment of civilians and prisoners 

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights  
and Fundamental Freedoms of 4 November 1950  
(as amended on 13 May 2004)

Article 1. Obligation to respect human rights
The High Contracting Parties shall secure to everyone within 

their jurisdiction the rights and freedoms defined in Section I of this 
Convention.

Article 2. Right to life 
Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be 

deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of 
a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is 
provided by law.

Article 3. Prohibition of torture
No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.
Article 5. Right to liberty and security
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall 

be deprived of his liberty save in the following cases and in accordance 
with a procedure prescribed by law.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 
December 1966

Article 2
Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect 

and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its 
jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or 
other status.

Article 6
Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be 

protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.



103

Cruel and inhuman treatment of civilians and prisoners

Article 7
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 9
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. 

Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian  
Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949 (as amended  
on 8 December 2005) 

Article 1
The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure 

respect for the present Convention in all circumstances.
Article 3
In the case of armed conflict not of an international character 

occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, 
each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the 
following provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including 
members of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those 
placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other 
cause, shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, without any 
adverse distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth 
or wealth, or any other similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any 
time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned 
persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, 
mutilation, cruel treatment and torture,

(b) taking of hostages,
(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment,
(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions 

without previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted 
court, affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as 
indispensable by civilized peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for.
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Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, 
and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International 
Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977

Article 1. Material field of application
1. This Protocol, which develops and supplements Article 3 

common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 without 
modifying its existing conditions of applications, shall apply to all 
armed conflicts which are not covered by Article 1 of the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts 
(Protocol I) and which take place in the territory of a High Contracting 
Party between its armed forces and dissident armed forces or other 
organized armed groups which, under responsible command, exercise 
such control over a part of its territory as to enable them to carry out 
sustained and concerted military operations and to implement this 
Protocol.

Article 4. Fundamental guarantees
1. All persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to 

take part in hostilities, whether or not their liberty has been restricted, 
are entitled to respect for their person, honour and convictions and 
religious practices. They shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, 
without any adverse distinction. It is prohibited to order that there shall 
be no survivors.

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the following 
acts against the persons referred to in paragraph 1 are and shall remain 
prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever:

(a) violence to the life, health and physical or mental well-being of 
persons, in particular murder as well as cruel treatment such as torture, 
mutilation or any form of corporal punishment;

(e) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 
degrading treatment, rape, enforced prostitution and any form of 
indecent assault;

(h) threats to commit any of the foregoing acts.
Article 11. Protection of medical units and transports
Medical units and transports shall be respected and protected at all 

times and shall not be the object of attack.
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Article 13. Protection of the civilian population
1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall 

enjoy general protection against the dangers arising from military 
operations. 

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, 
shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary 
purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are 
prohibited.

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 10 December 1984 

Article 2
1. Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, 

judicial or other measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory 
under its jurisdiction.

2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of 
war or a threat of war, internal political instability or any other public 
emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture.

3. An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not be 
invoked as a justification of torture.

Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989

Article 6
1. States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to 

life.
2. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the 

survival and development of the child.
Article 37
States Parties shall ensure that:
(a) No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman 

or degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 38
1. States Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for 

rules of international humanitarian law applicable to them in armed 
conflicts, which are relevant to the child.
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4. In accordance with their obligations under international 
humanitarian law to protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, 
States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure protection and 
care of children who are affected by an armed conflict.

In violation of the provisions of international conventions that 
prohibit violence to life and person of individuals who take no part 
in the hostilities, from May to August 2014, in the territory of the 
self-proclaimed Lugansk and Donetsk People’s Republics, armed 
members of the National Guard of Ukraine and fighters of nationalist 
battalions committed murders, other especially grave crimes against 
civilians taking no part in the military conflict. 

Flagrant breaches of international norms relating to the 
protection of the civilian population in time of war constituted the 
established facts of ill-treatment of civilian persons in the settlements 
of the Lugansk and Donetsk regions which were in the grips of the so-
called anti-terrorist operation, where armed members of the National 
Guard of Ukraine and fighters of nationalist battalions committed 
atrocities against civilians: killing, raping, plundering ‘for war needs’, 
kidnapping and intimidating people.

Vladimir, resident of Snezhnoye city in the Donetsk region, 
born in 1965

A few days after the referendum, the shelling of neighboring villages 
such as Dmitriyevka, Stepanovka, Marinovka, Yegoryevka, Alekseyevka, 
Tarannoye and Saurovka started. They fired with automatic rifles and 
artillery shells. 

There were more and more attacks every day. The Ukrainian 
military used heavy artillery, Grad units. I know this stuff, as I took part 
in military operations in Afghanistan. The villages were fired upon at 
any time and without warning to the civilian population. The closest 
shelling was in the settlement of Pervomaika, three kilometers from the 
city of Snezhnoye.

Ukrainian military repeatedly tried to seize Snezhnoye city but the 
fighters of the People’s Militia fought off all their attempts. 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On November 27, 2014 at approximately 13:00, members of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine and the National Guard of Ukraine in violation of 
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War of 12 August 1949, the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection 
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 
June 1977, the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the 
Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be 
Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 
1980 (Amendment to Article 1 of the Convention of 21 December 
2001), as well as the Protocol on the ceasefire in Southeastern Ukraine 
and the Memorandum thereto, signed in Minsk in September 2014, 
carried out precision artillery shelling of civilian infrastructures, which 
are not military targets, in the settlement of Azotny in the Kuybyshev 
district of Donetsk – the city hospital No. 23, two residential buildings 
on Sayanskaya and Buturlinovskaya Streets, as well as adjacent areas 
using heavy weapons, including ‘Grad’ multiple rocket launchers.

The shelling killed two civilians, including a young child, five 
civilians were injured with varying levels of severity, and damage was 
caused to the infrastructure. 

With regard to these facts, a criminal case has been instituted on the 
elements of crimes under Art. 105(2)(a, v, e, zh, l), Art. 356(1) of the 
RF Penal Code.

November 27, 2014.
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Soldiers of the Ukrainian army, the National Guard of Ukraine and 
the Right Sector laid ambushes at the entrance of the city from which 
they fired indiscriminately on all passing cars. In one such ambush three 
of my friends who were traveling by car were killed. They were shot with 
automatic rifles.

There were snipers who killed ordinary passers-by in the vicinity of 
the city, it made no difference to them who they were shooting at, it could 
be a militiaman or a civilian. Even more civilians were dying in the city. 

In late May 2014, I can’t remember the exact date, I was 
transporting passengers in my car to the village of Grigoryevka. We 
safely passed the militia roadblock on the outskirts of the city of 
Snezhnoye and drove about two kilometers. At that moment an APC 
blocked the road and five armed men dressed in unidentifiable green 
military uniforms jumped out of it and began firing automatic rifles. I 
spun the car around, the frightened passengers crouched behind the 
seats. I distinctly heard 3-4 automatic fire volleys. Back in town, I found 
two bullet holes in the bumper. I later learned from acquaintances that 
these men had been seen before; they were militants of the oligarch 
Kolomoysky. 

On June 2, 2014, I was returning from customs, where I drove 
passengers. On a country road near the settlement of Tarany I was 
stopped at a checkpoint by militants dressed in camouflaged clothing 
with stripes of the Right Sector. They introduced themselves, took me 
out of the car and began to inspect it. During the search they found 
a sticker with the words “Thank you grandfather for the victory” and a 
piece of a St. George ribbon in the glove compartment. After that, one 
of the soldiers hit me in the chest with a rifle butt and tried to strike me 
a second time, but I ducked. I began to persuade them not to beat me 
and explained that the sticker and ribbon were given to me at one of 
the gas stations. In the end, the militants took everything of value from 
the car, took my money and let me go. 

My friend’s daughter disappeared in the vicinity of the Seversky 
Donets River. They called a diver to check the bottom, because they 
thought that she had drowned. The diver came out of the water 
almost immediately and said that he would not go there anymore, 
since the entire bottom is littered with the corpses of men in military 
clothes.
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Yana, resident of Gorlovka in the Donetsk region, born in 1979

Soldiers of the Ukrainian army shell residential neighborhoods of 
Gorlovka with heavy weapons, aircraft and helicopters, causing 
suffering to civilians.

I witnessed an aircraft striking a UBOP building on Lenin Street with 
a bomb. Also, I saw people in military uniform without insignia with 
black masks covering their faces coming into the city and opening fire, 
including on civilians, to kill people. At night, you can see tracer bullets 
flying.

On May 24, 2014 at 19:00, people in uniform came into my mother’s 
house and held her and my stepfather at gunpoint in the basement for 
two days, having put bags over their heads. At the house they took 
all the money and valuables, mobile phones and the car, a Hyundai 
Sonata. I was threatened with death as they pointed a weapon at me. 
My mother and stepfather were humiliated and beaten by them for two 
days, no demands were made, and then, they took all the valuables 
and left. The soldiers said that our things would go for war needs. My 
stepfather had scratches and bruises on his face and body and so we 
went to the hospital immediately. My stepfather and mother were in a 
state of shock afterwards.

From my mother-in-law, who lives in Kramatorsk, I know that the 
soldiers of the National Guard of Ukraine shot her neighbor, who was 
returning home by car from his mother’s place. A truck driver was shot 
after being wounded in the legs.

Because of the fighting the residents of Gorlovka have been forced 
to leave their permanent place of residence, fearing for their lives and 
the lives of their loved ones. The inhabitants are afraid to go to western 
Ukraine, because people there have different opinions about current 
events – they consider us terrorists and separatists.

Ilona, resident of Lugansk, born in 1977

The shooting began in Lugansk in late February 2014 during the rallies. 
The Lugansk guard put up tents to protect the monuments to Soviet 
soldiers and victims of fascism.
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Fighting began in late May 2014 which was accompanied by the 
shelling of the city and its suburbs: Schastye city, the settlements of 
Metallist, Makarovo, Dyakovo. Battalions of the Right Sector carried out 
the first shellings, then, by the Armed Forces of Ukraine, which conducted 
military operations against civilians. Servicemen of the National Guard 
of Ukraine also participated in the fighting.

They fired at administrative buildings, and at a park. On 20 and 21 
June, 2014, the mine in Krasnyi Partizan city was shelled.

From the balcony of my house, I saw the night shelling of Lugansk. 
The militants of the Right Sector drove through the city and randomly 
fired automatic rifles into the air and ground to intimidate local residents. 
The pilots of the Armed Forces of Ukraine flew at low altitude over the 
houses in order to intimidate residents.

I saw houses that were shot at in Schastye city, burned wheat fields 
along the road to a checkpoint in Gukovo. 

When in mid-June 2014 I went to the city of Schastye, I saw four 
corpses, two of which were uniformed militia, tied to the pillars of the 
fence of the bridge over the river Seversky Donets with grenades fastened 
on their bodies. Everyone knew that militants of the National Guard and 
the Right Sector demanded $5,000 as a ‘ransom’ for the corpse. 

After we left to Russia, many civilians were killed. The settlement 
Kondrashovka has been virtually razed to the ground, even though the 
militia never went there. My friend, the head of the histology unit at the 
regional hospital, was run over by a car because she helped the militia. 

Yevgeny, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1986

Living in Slavyansk has become dangerous. When fighting broke out, 
we went to live with my mother, as it was impossible to walk between 
our houses because the Ukrainian military did not let us pass and a 
sniper shot at us twice. 

In mid-May 2014 my sister’s husband saw soldiers of the National 
Guard of Ukraine stop a car at a traffic police station not far from our 
house, from which five people were taken and then laid on the ground. 
So they lay there for 1.5 to 2 hours and then they were handcuffed and 
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On May 21, 2015, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a declaration 
of the country’s right to depart from a number of international 
obligations to protect human rights in some parts of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions, in connection with the conduct of military operations. 
May 21, 2015 

K.K. Dolgov, the Russian Foreign Ministry’s Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law commented on the adoption 
by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on 21 May 2015 of a declaration on 
derogation from certain obligations under the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, in relation to the situation 
in Donbass.

Dolgov, in particular, noted that this decision clearly demonstrates 
the intention of the Ukrainian authorities to stubbornly continue a 
vicious policy of gross violation of the rights of millions of citizens of 
their country, ignoring the whole complex of international obligations 
of Ukraine in the field of human rights and international humanitarian 
law.

Without going into details of the Rada’s decision at this stage, we 
can attest, Dolgov said, that its implementation would cause serious 
damage to the legitimate rights of Ukrainian citizens, including their 
inalienable right to appeal to international oversight bodies on human 
rights. 

(From the answer to the question of ‘Interfax’) May 22, 2015

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
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bags were put on their heads and they were driven away in an unknown 
direction. 

The Ukrainian military kill people they come across, thus performing 
‘cleansing’, rape women, threaten with weapons, loot, rob, engage in 
excesses and outrageous conduct, with a sense of complete impunity. 
They can go into a house, shoot people there, pick up things, food and 
leave.

I heard that buses with children and women, traveling from 
Slavyansk around May 2014 flying white flags, were shelled. In general, 
the shelling of transportation carrying people who are leaving or 
humanitarian aid has become the norm in Slavyansk. In the Semenovka 
area, all transportation, carrying both cargo and women and children, 
are shelled by the Ukrainian military.

Natalia, resident of Krasnyi Liman in the Donetsk region, born 
in 1972

Ukrainian troops started converging on our town during May 2014, 
mostly coming from the direction of Kharkov, and surrounded 
Slavyansk and Krasnyi Liman. After the referendum on May 11, 2014, 
aircraft and helicopters began conducting missile and bomb strikes on 
Slavyansk.

On June 3, 2014, the Armed Forces of Ukraine bombed Krasnyi 
Liman. A projectile hit the railroad hospital, as far as I know, there were 
victims there, I do know that one person was hit in the head with a piece 
of glass. The old hospital building has thick walls and strong basements 
into which they had time to bring patients. Also, a shell exploded on a 
railway platform, one person was killed. 

On the same day, military equipment started entering the city in 
the evening as well as a large number of military personnel. 

Around Krasnyi Liman the Armed Forces of Ukraine set up their 
checkpoints, mounted Grad, large-caliber artillery units and fired every 
day on nearby settlements: Yampol, Krivaya Luka, Dibrova and also the 
settlement Semenovka near Slavyansk.

On June 3, 2014, my good friend Andrey was killed. He was on the 
road to Yampol and was killed by a bullet in the back. Servicemen of the 
Ukrainian army did not allow us to go pick up his body for three days – 



113

Cruel and inhuman treatment of civilians and prisoners

they shelled the road. When the body was recovered, it was practically 
decomposed.

When Krasnyi Liman was captured, the Ukrainian authorities had 
forbidden doctors to travel to help the sick and wounded; and the fire 
brigades to go extinguish fires. Because of this many civilians died from 
their wounds.

Between June 3 and 22, 2014, a ‘cleansing’ was started in the city. 
Soldiers of the Ukrainian army went into homes, checked men’s hands 
for weapon residue. The military had lists of people who were picked 
up and taken away to Izyum, where the headquarters of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine are located. Most of the men, who were taken away, 
came back a week later. They said that they were beaten the whole 
week but then released. Almost immediately these men left whenever 
possible.

On June 22, 2014, the road near our house was blocked by military 
vehicles, along the perimeter of the house stood at least 10 people in 
green camouflage uniforms, without insignia, armed with automatic 
weapons. We realized that it was the military personnel of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine or representatives of the Ukrainian special services. 
They said that they had received a complaint from the neighbors that 
my husband beats me. They checked our documents and under this 
pretext the soldiers took my husband to the building of the city police 
department. After about three hours I went there, I was allowed to give 
medicine and food for my husband.

The next day at 08:00, I went to the police station again and they 
told me that my husband had been taken to Izyum.

On June 24, 2014, when I arrived in Izyum, I first contacted the 
local police department, then the SBU, then a representative of 
ATO headquarters (headquarters of the anti-terrorist operation). At 
each of the institutions I was told that my husband was not in their 
detainee database, he was not delivered to them. I traveled to the ATO 
headquarters again, this time around not to the representative but 
directly to the headquarters. They told me there that my husband was 
not with them.

On July 3, 2014, I arrived in Kharkov, where I first turned to the 
public prosecutor’s office, then to the SBU. Everywhere I was told that 
my husband was not detained there and they promised to issue a 
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document stating that he does not appear in the databases. I do not 
know where my husband is at the moment. 

Denis, resident of Krasnoarmeysk in the Donetsk region, born 
in 1982

As of April 20, 2014, fighting and shelling began in the Donetsk region, 
but it was on May 2 that the massive shelling and bombing of civilians 
began.

On May 11, 2014, during the referendum, at approximately 15:30, 
the National Guard of Ukraine and the Right Sector militants arrived 
at and took over the Executive Committee building. During this attack 
two civilians were killed, a third was shot in the leg, which was later 
amputated.

On May 26, 2014, two KamAZ trucks, passing the city, came under 
fire from militants of the Right Sector and the drivers were killed. When 
an ambulance and the police tried to reach them, they were fired upon. 

At the end of May 2014, a taxi driver drove civilians from 
Krasnoarmeysk to Rodninskoye. When he was returning to 
Krasnoarmeysk, militants of the Right Sector fired at him and he was 
killed.

There is shooting in the city every day, I regularly see heavy military 
equipment with soldiers of the Ukrainian army passing by. Airplanes 
and helicopters are constantly flying over. 

I believe that the reason for the attack by the government of Ukraine 
on the residents of the south-east is punishment for the referendum. 
The attack is a demonstration for other regions to not oppose the 
regime and to fear it.

Svetlana, resident of Donetsk, born in 1991

On May 11, 2014, the inhabitants of the Donetsk region voted in a 
referendum for the secession from Ukraine and for the establishment 
of the Donetsk People’s Republic. Since then, the military and 
security forces of Ukraine have conducted military operations. Since 
May 26, 2014, they have been conducting massive artillery shelling 
and air raids on Donetsk and other cities of the DPR. Administrative 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On January 22, 2015 from approximately 08:30 until 09:00 members 
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and the National Guard of Ukraine in 
violation of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, the Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 
II), of 8 June 1977, the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on 
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be 
Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 
1980 (Amendment to Article 1 of the Convention of 21 December 
2001), as well as the Protocol on the ceasefire in Southeastern Ukraine 
and the Memorandum thereto, signed in Minsk in September 2014, 
made use of heavy types of offensive weaponry to carry out the shelling 
of public transportation stop located on Kuprin Street in Donetsk, and 
the adjacent territory. Seven civilians - who were in a trolleybus and at 
the stop (five of them were women) and a man who was in a car parked 
next to the stop were mortally wounded. Twelve civilians were wounded 
with varying degrees of severity.

In addition, as a result of the shelling the trolleybus was damaged, 
the car parked nearby was destroyed, a residential building close-by was 
partially destroyed.

Based on these facts, the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation initiated a criminal case on the elements of crimes under 
Art. 30(3), Art. 105(2)(a, e, zh, l), Art. 105(2)(a, e, zh, l), Art. 356(1) of 
the RF Penal Code.

January 22, 2015 
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and residential buildings are being destroyed, and people are dying 
every day. Ukrainian authorities do not care about the fate and lives of 
people living in the territory of the DPR. There is a mass annihilation 
of people who disagree with the policies of the government of 
Ukraine.

Not far from our house on Bankovskaya Street, a single-family home 
was blown up during shelling. The family living in it died. Chugaev Street 
has been completely destroyed, and civilians have also died there. A 
house has been burned down on Soburov Street, but luckily the owners 
managed to leave. 

In Donetsk, the airport building, the Metro hypermarket, the Neva 
hotel and the Druzhba Sports Palace have been completely destroyed. 
The SBU building and the regional administration have also been 
subjected to shelling and bombing. The kindergarten next to our 
house has been shelled, as have houses between the airport and the 
Putilovsky bridge. 

Many of my friends have been forced to leave their place of 
residence. In the main, women, children and the elderly have evacuated. 
We left on July 14, 2014.

I know that when an attempt was made to remove the wounded 
from the territory of the Donetsk airport, the ambulance was shot at. 
The doctors were killed. Ukrainian military servicemen and militants also 
shoot people trying to recover the bodies from the airport compound. 
Ukrainian soldiers blew up a KamAZ truck carrying wounded in the area 
of the Putilovsky bridge.

In the Lugansk area, a hospital with wounded patients was shelled, 
killing a surgeon. In Slavyansk, military servicemen, militants of the 
Right Sector and the National Guard of Ukraine shot patients in the 
hospital and also medical staff in the maternity hospital along with 
women in labor. In south-eastern Ukraine, the military kill civilians, rape 
women and then kill them by cutting their throats.

Oksana, resident of Ilovaysk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1988

Around August 8, 2014, militia evacuated women and children from 
Ilovaysk in the bus marked with a sign reading ‘Children’. In the area 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On January 30, 2015 during the daytime, members of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine and the National Guard of Ukraine in violation of 
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War of 12 August 1949, the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection 
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 
June 1977, the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the 
Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be 
Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 
1980 (Amendment to Article 1 of the Convention of 21 December 
2001), as well as the Protocol on the ceasefire in Southeastern Ukraine 
and the Memorandum thereto, signed in Minsk in September 2014, 
shelled the House of Culture in Donetsk using Grad multiple launch 
rocket units and other heavy weapons, where humanitarian aid to 
the civilian population was being distributed. The shelling killed five 
civilians and three civilians suffered injuries of varying severity.

Additionally, on January 30, 2015 during the day, representatives 
of the said forces of Ukraine shelled a trolleybus with passengers in the 
Kuybyshev district of Donetsk, killing two civilians.

Based on these facts, the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation initiated a criminal case on the elements of crimes under 
Art. 105(2)(a, e, zh, l), Art. 356(1) of the RF Penal Code.

January 30, 2015
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of the village of Zelyonoye, soldiers of the National Guard of Ukraine 
fired at the bus. As a result of the shelling there were wounded. In my 
neighbors’ house, soldiers of the National Guard entered and shot the 
whole family.

Helena, resident of Krasnoarmeysk in the Donetsk region, born 
in 1961

As of the beginning of May 2014, Ukrainian troops started moving 
constantly through Krasnoarmeysk. Planes flew over the city and shots 
could be heard, especially at night.

In mid-May 2014, soldiers of the Ukrainian army fired their 
automatic rifles at a bus at a checkpoint – the bus was carrying miners 
returning home from work. The military did not like that the driver had 
not slowed down. As a result, one miner was injured. Only by sheer luck, 
there were no casualties.

The transportation hospital in Krasnoarmeysk was shelled. I know 
that in Slavyansk and Kramatorsk there were cases of shelling of 
buses carrying wounded and children by Ukrainian military personnel 
resulting in numerous victims.

In addition, in one of the mining towns, Dobropole, surrounded 
by Ukrainian soldiers, people who had taken an active part in the 
referendum in Donbass and participated in the rallies are going 
missing. A food store, a bread-baking factory and two granaries have 
been destroyed there.

Oksana, resident of Donetsk, born in 1976

In about mid-May 2014 after the referendum, troops of the National 
Guard of Ukraine landed in the vicinity of the airport. On the first day, 
soldiers of the National Guard shot down a KamAZ truck carrying 
wounded militiamen in the vicinity of the Putilovsky railway station of 
Donetsk. They killed all the passengers in the truck, about 50-70 people. 
They also killed civilians who were nearby during the battle. Fighting for 
the airport happened almost every day.

Around the same time, the acting President of Ukraine, Turchynov, 
announced the beginning of the anti-terrorist operation in south-
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eastern Ukraine. Moreover, all the inhabitants of the south-east were 
equated to terrorists and separatists.

After the appearance of the Ukrainian military aircraft (helicopters 
and planes), people in the city started to panic. In the middle of May 
2014, when I was on the trolleybus near the railway station, I saw the 
bodies of a man and a woman. As far as I understood, they had died as 
a result of the fighting. 

Fearing for my life and the life of my child, I decided to leave Ukraine. 
My family has nothing to do with the militia, military formations, or any 
political group.

In violation of international conventions prohibiting the violence 
to life and person, including cruel treatment and torture of persons 
not taking a direct part or having ceased to take part in hostilities, 
whether or not their liberty has been restricted, during the period 
from July to October 2014, officers of the Security Service of Ukraine, 
soldiers of the National Guard of Ukraine tortured persons who took 
part in the armed conflict on the side of the people’s militia and 
were taken prisoner, as well as civilians who did not take part in the 
armed conflict, caused them physical and mental suffering through 
systematic beatings and other violent acts.

Dmitry, prisoner

On August 16, 2014, I left on an assignment with militia member Roman 
and the driver, Ivan. Before reaching the settlement of Agibaltsevo, we 
were captured. Soldiers of the National Guard of Ukraine disarmed us 
and we were beaten. Basically we were beaten on the head, kidneys, 
groin, striking in the same place several times. Then our hands were tied 
behind our backs, bags were put over our heads and we were thrown 
into trunk of a car.

I was brought to the Kommunarka or Kommunarsk settlement and 
thrown in the yard. When they began to beat me, the bag accidentally 
fell off my head and I noticed that there was a young man in a green 
camouflage uniform against the wall. He appeared to be 23-25 years 
old, he was beaten, his hands tied behind his back. Nearby were two 
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soldiers of the National Guard. One of them was a young man of about 
25 years with a NATO type helmet and he had a gun with a silencer. He 
shot the guy in the back of the head, and then twice more as the latter 
was lying. Seeing that I had witnessed the murder, he began to beat me 
and threatened me with execution, saying that I already do not exist. I 
was again beaten and then the bag was put back on my head, and I was 
thrown into the trunk and taken to a military unit in Kramatorsk. I knew 
this from the guards’ conversation in the car.

In the car I was locked up in some kind of box. It was hot, there 
was no oxygen and while we were driving I lost consciousness. I woke 
up whilst being doused with water, the door was open, and I began to 
breathe fresh air. My friends were also brought together with me. They 
were thrown to the ground, I could hear it was them from their voices. 
There were about 4 other detainees with me – I heard their voices. We 
were put on our knees and they started beating us, forcing us to say that 
we loved Ukraine, as well as bad things about Russia and its president.

They found out from my documents that I was a former police 
officer. I was taken into the forest, put on my knees and beaten again. 
They demanded me confess that I was on Ukrainian territory with the 
help of the Russian Federation forces and that I was paid monetary 
compensation for being in the militia. I was forced to pray several times, 
they fired over my head, I lost consciousness several times. After that, 
I was shoved into the car and taken to some site where I heard them 
continue to beat my friends. With my hands tied behind my back and a 
bag over my head they put me in some cell about 1m by 1.5m and 1m 
in height. As I understood, it was an iron clad cage made from mesh 
netting, and was in the back of some car

In the morning I was pulled out and they continued to beat me 
until I agreed to give evidence that I was illegally armed by Russian 
security forces on the territory of the Russian Federation and that I was 
being paid money for my participation in the militia. My testimony was 
video-recorded.

Then they beat me again, demanding that I testify that my 
comrades and I participated in the shooting of civilians and the murder 
of Ukrainian troops. I realized that my comrades were being questioned 
just like me.
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There are a lot of civilians among the prisoners released by the 
Ukrainian side, witnesses say. Only one out of the 20 people 
who were put into the Ural truck, belonged to the militia in 
Slavyansk, the rest were civilians. The released prisoners told the 
agency about this. According to them, they were tortured, having 
testimonies of extremism beaten out of them. 

According to one of the former prisoners of war, at the airport 
of Mariupol, a prison has been created. “I was arrested and 
confessions were beaten and tortured out of me. In November, 
they kept me in the elevator shaft without water or food for six 
days,” – said the released captive.

“Before the human rights activists came to see us, we were 
threatened with punishment for voicing our complaints. Those 
who tried to speak the truth, found themselves in solitary 
confinement,” – said the former prisoner. According to him, 
“there were cases when doctors were not allowed to attend 
to seriously ill prisoners of war and the latter were not given 
permission to visit the hospital.”

“We experienced hunger, we were horribly tortured. But we 
are civilians, citizens of Ukraine and we had not committed any 
crimes in the territory of our country,” – said another released 
captive. 

December 26, 2014 
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Then we were again shoved into some kind of a vehicle and taken 
to the SBU in Izyum. I knew this from the conversation the guards 
were having in the car. At the SBU we were taken to the gym in the 
basement, put on the floor and handcuffed to a sports bar as if we 
were crucified.

We were there until about the evening of August 19, 2014, after 
which we were taken to the SBU in Kharkov and placed in temporary 
detention. There was a resident of Kramatorsk, Valery, who provided 
medical assistance to those who were in our cell and in the temporary 
detention facility. Everyone that was in prison had traces of beatings 
and torture. One guy, Stas, had ‘separ’ burned on his chest, and a 
swastika and two lightning bolts in the form of the SS symbol on his 
buttocks. On September 9, a SBU officer from Lugansk, who was also in 
the militia, was put in our cell, and Valery, the doctor, provided medical 
aid to him. He had a battered leg and large external bruises all over his 
body. Seeing Stas, he said that he was shown on Ukrainian television, 
where it was stated that the separatists, that is the militia, had branded 
those emblems. 

Ivan, a resident of the Donetsk region, had been in the cell for 
about two months, he hadn’t been called in for questioning and it was 
not clear what he had been accused of. 

There was also a resident from Alchevsk named Vasily. When he was 
brought, he was also beaten up, and had big bruises on his chest and 
abdomen, he had been beaten over the kidneys and had a head injury. 
Valery attended to him for about two weeks.

There was also a man called Pavel in our cell – he had been wounded 
at Lisichansk, I saw his bullet wounds and the open wound on his back. 
Neither he nor anyone of us received any official medical aid. All the sick 
and wounded were taken to medical facilities but brought back a few 
hours later saying that they were healthy.

There was also a militia member called Alexander in the cell. 
According to him, they gave him two shots of ‘truth serum’, and then, 
when he was actually unconscious, they knocked out all his teeth and 
smashed his face in. Our doctor fixed his face by hand while he was still 
in a state of shock and did not feel pain. 

On September 11, 2014, we were exchanged and I was released.
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Stanislav, prisoner

On August 24, three of us were driving. Along the way, we came 
across a checkpoint but had time to jump out of the car. They shot 
at the car. One of us was injured and was taken to an unknown 
destination. So, until now we still have not heard anything about 
him. The driver and I were taken to Kramatorsk where we were 
tortured, interrogated and beaten by soldiers of the National Guard. 
I was beaten so badly that my eye is damaged. Now, I can’t see out 
of it. My chest was branded with the inscription ‘separ’ with an 
incandescent chain and on my buttock they burned the German 
cross with a knife bayonet.

Three days later we were taken to the Security Service of Ukraine in 
Kharkov. We lay on the stone floor in the bathroom for a day, then we 
were sent to a common cell. We were released with the others.

Aleksey, prisoner

I was captured on August 26, 2014. Our driver mixed up the settlement 
and went directly to the Ukrainian army checkpoint. At first, we were 
not beaten hard, just had to lie down with our faces in the ground. I 
just heard them saying “Let’s take this big guy, that small one and the 
old one, the rest can be wasted”. The group consisted of nine people 
including the driver.

We were placed in an APC and taken to an unknown location, 
later I understood from conversations that we were going to some 
kind of 11th reconnaissance battalion, and there they conducted a 
cruel interrogation. They beat with anything they had and anywhere 
they could: spade handles, a sledgehammer on the toes, with a 
hammer on the knees, with feet – anywhere… At night they tied us to 
railings, stripped to our underpants and had cold water poured over us 
throughout the night without letting us dry. In the morning the beating 
continued. Closer to dinnertime, we were taken to the headquarters 
of the ATO where the beating continued. At night, we were put into a 
hole, and they tried to get information on Lisichansk, the location of the 
checkpoints. 
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After two nights at the headquarters of ATO we were moved to the 
SBU in Izyum. There, we were not beaten, but we were simply bullied 
(shooting over our heads, humiliating). We received a meal once a day, 
sometimes twice, sometimes they just forgot entirely; we were taken to 
the toilet twice a day. Then we were exchanged.

Pyotr, prisoner

On August 15, 2014, I was taken prisoner by soldiers of the Ukrainian 
army in the settlement of Novosvetlovka in the Lugansk region. We were 
moved to Lugansk airport and they began the interrogation. I received 
a few blows to the body, was brought into a room, sat on a chair and 
they injected me with something. I only remember being asked my 
last name, first name, patronymic and after that I seem to have had my 
memory wiped. We were taken to Kramatorsk – there we were beaten, 
beaten on the soles of our feet. Then they wanted to bury us alive with 
a KrAZ truck; they dug out a pit and began to push us into the pit with 
the scoop of the KrAZ truck. Then they brought us to Izyum, and two 
days later to the SBU in Kharkov. When the investigator left the room, 
another man came and hit me a couple of times in the chest and threw 
a gun at my back. Then the exchange happened.

Sergey, prisoner

On August 13, we were searching for a downed plane, we went to 
Novosvetlovka, where we were captured by military personnel of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine. We were taken to a military base, separated 
into different groups and questioned. The next day Alexander and 
I were brought somewhere in an APC, placed in a pit and repeatedly 
beaten. Alexander had received more injuries than I had: his nose was 
broken, his head was smashed with a butt of a gun and he had a broken 
jaw.

On August 14, we were moved to Kramatorsk, where we were kept 
in pits, handcuffed, hung up with chains and beaten for information 
– where were specific military bases, who we knew, who we saw, etc. 
When I was asked, “Do you see the ‘Right Sector’ among us?”, I replied 
that I could not see anything, because I had a bag on my head. Then, 
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AI: the facts published in the report on torture by the AFU are just the 
tip of the iceberg

Cases of torture of prisoners in Ukraine, as described in the report of 
the human rights organization Amnesty International, are just the tip of 
the iceberg, said the senior crisis response adviser at the organization, 
Joanne Mariner, in an interview with the French newspaper Liberation.

Asked by journalists on whether these revelations will be a surprise 
for Europe, Mariner said that she hopes so.

“It would be terrible if Europe continues to support Kiev, being 
fully aware of these facts,” – said Mariner, noting that: “the content of 
the report should serve as a stun gun.” 

According to the adviser of the organization, it is unlikely that 
Ukrainian soldiers committed atrocities without the knowledge of their 
superiors. She noted that, according to the report, all the prisoners who 
fell into the hands of the Ukrainians and whom they met, had left, at 
some time or other, a trace in the judicial system.

“It seems that nothing has been done by the military leadership 
in order to prevent physical torture (beatings) and psychological one 
(mock executions, actions to deprive prisoners of sleep), as well as 
executions” – said Mariner.

“The cases of torture that have been documented by Amnesty 
International are only the tip of the iceberg. We obviously could not 
collect all the evidence of the victims, and there are many others. 
Managers could start with the search for the criminals in question. The 
names of some of them appear in our report. Therefore, you can find 
them,” – said Mariner. 

May 23, 2015
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they removed the bag and showed me that they were officers, saying 
that they were doing their duty. Then they videotaped who I was, 
where I was from, what my motives were. I said that my motives were 
for purely ideological reasons, they, of course, did not believe me and 
started asking how much I was paid, how much I was promised to 
be paid. I replied that I wasn’t a ‘soldier of fortune’, that this is where 
my relatives live and where I had spent my childhood. After this the 
‘procedure’ continued. I was there for two or three days, I can’t clearly 
say how many, because it is all mixed up.

On August 16, I was taken to Izyum, also with a bag on my head. 
There I was taken to the basement, handcuffed to a radiator, stretched 
out on a spreader. This went on for three days.

In the evening of August 19, I was taken to the Security Service of 
Ukraine in Kharkov, where I received medical treatment and my hands 
were bandaged. From 19 to 21 August, I was in the detention center of 
the SBU, and on the 21st we were released, or rather traded.

Alexander, prisoner

I served in the militia at the checkpoint. On August 8, four of us were 
driving and we were ambushed. They shot at our car, laid us on the 
asphalt, put bags on our heads and began to beat us. They broke two 
of my ribs, one rib punctured a lung and blood began to flow into it. 
Then we were brought to Kharkov to the Security Service of Ukraine, 
and from there I was sent to hospital where I underwent surgery. They 
detained me for a month in the SBU, the beatings were hard, my arms 
and hands were tied, I nearly lost my hand. There they keep wounded 
people, with shrapnel and bullets, inject them with anesthetic, but do 
not transport them to the hospital.

Vladimir, prisoner

On July 26, I was kidnapped by a group of armed persons from a private 
home. While I was speaking on the phone, three minibuses pulled up, 
15 people with automatic rifles and two with pistols poured out. They 
called out a call sign saying: “Is that you?” and I replied: “No!”. They 
opened the gate, came in and, without manhandling me, took both 
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my mobile phones, let me get dressed (I was able to take a jacket), 
searched the house, garage, kitchen for weapons. When they found 
nothing, they loaded me into the van, tied my hands with a plastic 
cable tie, put a bag on my head. We drove about 30-40 minutes and 
then they dumped me out in a field and led me to a blind L-shaped 
trench with a covering.

Later, when I was tied and taken to a different location, I learned 
that it was the Kramatorsk airfield. They showed the broken remains 
of a plane and said, “Your call was responsible for that.” 

The guys from the SBU did not physically abuse me, they left me 
alone, but the 95th Brigade was on the territory – paratroopers who 
dislocated my jaw, and hit me hard in the rib.

I spent the nights mainly in a pit, I spent one night in an armored 
car, which was either shot through or bombed. I was given water, 
once they gave me something to eat but I refused because of my 
dislocated jaw: I could only drink water and smoke. After that, me 
and two other boys were loaded into a van and taken to the Security 
Service of Ukraine in Kharkov. There, three operatives took me to a 
separate room and beat me lightly with their hands. When I dropped 
onto the floor, they kicked me with their feet, while wearing foamed 
plastic slip-ons. I was not called upon, neither by the investigator nor 
the operatives until September 6 or 7. If at first there were two people 
in a double cell, and five or six in a bigger cell, then by the end, before 
the first exchange, there were already 106 of us.

When the exchange happened, the cell door was opened, three 
names on a list were read out and they told us to be ready in 5 minutes. 
Literally 10-15 minutes later the door opened, everybody was told to 
slow down, and they read out the names of a further 7 people. They 
took us suddenly, without preparation, without a search. They did not 
have time, one bus left with our guys and I went on the second.
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Captive militiaman was  tortured with a hot iron
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§ 3. When the victims of conflict are children

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights  
and Fundamental Freedoms of 4 November 1950  
(as amended on 13 May 2004)

Article 1. Obligation to respect human rights
The High Contracting Parties shall secure to everyone within 

their jurisdiction the rights and freedoms defined in Section I of this 
Convention.

Article 2. Right to life 
Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be 

deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of 
a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is 
provided by law.

Article 3. Prohibition of torture
No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.
Article 5. Right to liberty and security
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. 
Article 14. Prohibition of discrimination
The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this 

Convention shall be secured without discrimination on any ground 
such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, 
birth or other status.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  
of 16 December 1966

Article 2
Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect 

and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its 
jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
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political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or 
other status.

Article 6
Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be 

protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.
Article 7
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 9
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. 

Geneva Convention relative to the Protection  
of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949  
(as amended on 8 December 2005) 

Article 1
The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure 

respect for the present Convention in all circumstances.
Article 3
In the case of armed conflict not of an international character 

occurring in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, 
each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the 
following provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including 
members of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those 
placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other 
cause, shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, without any 
adverse distinction founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth 
or wealth, or any other similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any 
time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned 
persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, 
mutilation, cruel treatment and torture,

(b) taking of hostages,
(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment,
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(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions 
without previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted 
court, affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as 
indispensable by civilized peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for.

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions  
of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection  
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts  
(Protocol II), of 8 June 1977

Article 1. Material field of application
1. This Protocol, which develops and supplements Article 3 common 

to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 without modifying its 
existing conditions of applications, shall apply to all armed conflicts 
which are not covered by Article 1 of the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection 
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) and which 
take place in the territory of a High Contracting Party between its armed 
forces and dissident armed forces or other organized armed groups 
which, under responsible command, exercise such control over a part 
of its territory as to enable them to carry out sustained and concerted 
military operations and to implement this Protocol.

Article 4. Fundamental guarantees 
1. All persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to 

take part in hostilities, whether or not their liberty has been restricted, 
are entitled to respect for their person, honour and convictions and 
religious practices. They shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, 
without any adverse distinction. It is prohibited to order that there shall 
be no survivors.

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the following 
acts against the persons referred to in paragraph 1 are and shall remain 
prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever:

a) violence to the life, health and physical or mental well-being of 
persons, in particular murder as well as cruel treatment such as torture, 
mutilation or any form of corporal punishment;
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b) collective punishments;
c) taking of hostages;
d) acts of terrorism;
e) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment, rape, enforced prostitution and any form of 
indecent assault;

f) slavery and the slave trade in all their forms;
g) pillage;
h) threats to commit any of the foregoing acts.
3. Children shall be provided with the care and aid they require, 

and in particular:
a) they shall receive an education, including religious and moral 

education, in keeping with the wishes of their parents, or in the absence 
of parents, of those responsible for their care;

b) all appropriate steps shall be taken to facilitate the reunion of 
families temporarily separated;

c) children who have not attained the age of fifteen years shall 
neither be recruited in the armed forces or groups nor allowed to take 
part in hostilities;

d) the special protection provided by this Article to children who 
have not attained the age of fifteen years shall remain applicable to 
them if they take a direct part in hostilities despite the provisions of 
sub-paragraph (c) and are captured;

e) measures shall be taken, if necessary, and whenever possible 
with the consent of their parents or persons who by law or custom are 
primarily responsible for their care, to remove children temporarily from 
the area in which hostilities are taking place to a safer area within the 
country and ensure that they are accompanied by persons responsible 
for their safety and well-being.

Article 11. Protection of medical units and transports
Medical units and transports shall be respected and protected at all 

times and shall not be the object of attack.
Article 13. Protection of the civilian population
1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy 

general protection against the dangers arising from military operations. 
To give effect to this protection, the following rules shall be observed in 
all circumstances.



133

When the victims of conflict are children

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, 
shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the primary 
purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian population are 
prohibited.

Article 14. Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the 
civilian population

Starvation of civilians as a method of combat is prohibited. It is 
therefore prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless, for that 
purpose, objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, 
such as foodstuffs, agricultural areas for the production of foodstuffs, 
crops, livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation 
works.

Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989

Article 6
1. States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to 

life.
2. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the 

survival and development of the child.
Article 37
States Parties shall ensure that:
a) No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 38
1. States Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for 

rules of international humanitarian law applicable to them in armed 
conflicts, which are relevant to the child.

4. In accordance with their obligations under international 
humanitarian law to protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, 
States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure protection and 
care of children who are affected by an armed conflict.

Article 39
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote 

physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of a 
child victim of: any form of neglect, exploitation, or abuse; torture 
or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
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punishment; or armed conflicts. Such recovery and reintegration 
shall take place in an environment, which fosters the health, self-
respect and dignity of the child.

In violation of international conventions, during the period starting 
on April 12, 2014, the top political and military leadership of Ukraine 
leading the command of the so-called anti-terrorist operation in 
the south-east of Ukraine, with the aim of annihilating the civilian 
population of the self-proclaimed Donetsk and Lugansk People’s 
Republics, organized the use by servicemen of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, armed members of the National Guard of Ukraine, militants 
of the Right Sector, Ukrainian nationalist battalions Aydar, Azov, 
Dnipro of heavy offensive weapons having indiscriminate effects, 
artillery and aircraft for shelling of the residential neighborhoods 
of the cities of Slavyansk, Gorlovka, Kramatorsk, Donetsk, Lugansk 
and other settlements of the self-proclaimed Donetsk and Lugansk 
People’s Republics. 

Topolyok children’s home for young children No. 2 in Slavyansk, 
secondary schools No. 63 and No. 57 in Donetsk, other pre-school 
and educational institutions, as well as social facilities for children 
deprived of parental care located in the Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions, were subjected to shelling. 

As a result of the shelling of residential areas, children’s and 
educational institutions, more than 40 minors have been killed and 
more than 100 children have been wounded with varying degrees 
of severity. There are over 85 educational and child welfare facilities 
that have been fully or partially destroyed and burned. More than 
29 thousand juvenile residents have been displaced from their 
places of permanent residence.

Victoria, resident of Slavyansk in the Donetsk region, born in 
1973

My children, born in 1997 and 2013, my husband and I lived in Slavyansk, 
I worked as an administrator in a store and had been on maternity leave 
since 2013. 
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My son Yevgeny, who was born in 2013, is seriously ill. From 
November 2013 to June 2014 (until our forced relocation), he was in the 
intensive care unit in the hospital.

In April 2014, the periodic shelling of Slavyansk started. Since May 
2, the shelling became regular. Slavyansk was fired upon from the 
direction of Karachun Mountain, the turn in the highway of Krasnyi 
Liman and the feed mill. They bombed homes, schools, hospitals, and 
other places. Near our house is a factory that manufactures insulating 
products, which provided cover for the surrounding houses.

On May 30, 2014, they bombed the children’s hospital where my 
son was. The bombing started suddenly and everyone was evacuated 
to the basement. One of the doctors stayed with Yevgeny, as he was 
connected to a ventilator, heart rate monitor, etc., which could not 
be turned off. The doctor covered him with mattresses. The shelling 
damaged the adjacent rooms.

Every day I went to the hospital and each time returned home 
under fire. There was constant shooting around, the earth trembled 
under our feet.

In late May, my daughter went to school for exams under fire.
People were leaving the city in panic, leaving everything behind. 

Shortages of food and medicines began. Relatives and friends helped 
us. 

I’m not interested in politics – I just want peace and tranquility.
After the shelling of the hospital where my son was, I turned to 

the journalists of the newspaper ‘Komsomolskaya Pravda’, to tell the 
truth about what happened and to stop the bombing of the children’s 
hospital and civilians, because I had seen a report showing my son’s 
hospital in Slavyansk that said that there was nobody there during the 
shelling.

On May 31, 2014 in the evening, I got a call from the staff of the 
NTV TV channel. They helped transport my son to a hospital in Rostov-
on-Don. 

On June 10, 2014, we were transferred by plane to St. Petersburg. 
Currently, Yevgeny is in the Saint-Petersburg State Pediatric University 
hospital under round-the-clock daily supervision of doctors.

A lot of people from Rostov-on-Don and St. Petersburg, as well as 
from other cities, have been helping and supporting us. The Vyborg 
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administration has helped us draw up the necessary documents, 
with the entry of my daughter to college, and provided us with an 
apartment.

The Ukrainian government did not want to let us go, they offered 
to transfer my son to any other city in Ukraine, but fighting was also 
going on there. The Ukrainian government has not given us any help 
with food and medicine.

From the medical staff and residents of Slavyansk, I heard that the 
authorities pledged to prosecute the police officers of Slavyansk and 
their family members, sentencing them to up to twelve years in prison. 
That shocked me, because my husband was a police officer. I also heard 
from the hospital’s medical staff that older people called the hotline in 
Kiev and asked when they would receive their pensions, to which they 
replied, “Dead people don’t require money.”

Acquaintances said that in Kharkov higher education institutes 
they do not accept documents from students from Slavyansk, saying 
that this city does not exist. 

At the time we left, the outskirts of Slavyansk and the surrounding 
area were in ruins, covered with ashes. The city was in panic, there were 
shortages of water and electricity, lack of food and medicine, and shops, 
pharmacies, banks or other institutions were not working. 

I spend all my time with my son, I do not watch TV, so I can only 
speak of my own personal experiences. The reason for the fighting, 
in my opinion, is the shortsightedness of the government of Ukraine, 
which has led to the destruction of the south-eastern regions and the 
annihilation of its people.

Alexander, resident of the village Manuylovo in the Donetsk 
region, born in 1964

In May 2014, there was a referendum on the self-determination of the 
Donetsk region. Ukrainian authorities did not agree with its results and 
they started using force. Militia groups were formed in opposition to 
the actions of the Ukrainian authorities in the Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions. To suppress the militia resistance, the Ukrainian government 
began to introduce troops and use heavy artillery.
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“Now the situation in Ukraine is a heart wrenching, humanitarian 
catastrophe. Children are in a miserable situation, as are the people. 
Naturally, we must save them all. The opening of a humanitarian 
corridor is not even open for discussion. The Red Cross is doing 
everything they possibly can for it. We are writing various appeals to 
all possible authorities,” – said the press secretary of the Russian Red 
Cross, Tatiana Klenitskaya, to the newspaper ‘Vzglyad’. 

We point out that the media regularly reports on the threats to the 
lives of children in the eastern regions of Ukraine. Children are dying 
daily. For example, on Tuesday Ukrainian security forces fired on 
refugees from Donetsk, “11 people were injured, one woman lost her 
leg and her little baby was killed”. In addition, patients of the Children’s 
Onco-Hematology Center in Donetsk were without donor blood. 

There have been repeated problems with the evacuation of 
children from the ‘special operation’ zone. The obstacles were created 
by Ukrainian troops. In particular, on May 30, the National Guard of 
Ukraine did not allow the evacuation of Slavyansk children for a long 
time, sending the transportation with them back to the city. On June 
13, the staff of the orphanage in Kramatorsk stated that they could not 
evacuate the orphans, and asked to cease hostilities in the area of the 
building. 

July 30, 2014
“During the conflict in the south-east of Ukraine, nearly 200 

children have been killed, and more than 300 are in need of urgent 
surgery,” – said Pavel Astakhov, the Children’s Rights Commissioner 
for the President of the Russian Federation.

According to him, half of these children suffered from artillery 
shelling, or as a result of mine explosions, some are amputees. “There 
is another group of children who need constant help and care, – 
children with disabilities. At the end of December 2014, there were 
5,138 children with disabilities in the LPR alone. These are children 
who need constant assistance and care”- says Astakhov, children’s 
ombudsman, on his website. 

January 14, 2015



138

Evidence of crimes in Southeastern Ukraine

At the end of June and in July 2014, Ukrainian troops began using 
aircraft to attack the militia forces in the Saur-Mogila area. I have 
personally seen warplanes flying over our village. Usually they flew in 
pairs. According to my observations, in the days before air strikes, over 
the territory of Saur-Mogila reconnaissance planes flew over and the 
next day a couple of combat aircraft returned and conducted airstrikes. 
Usually, they came from the direction of Donetsk. I saw two air strikes 
on Saur-Mogila in the daytime. 

On July 15, 2014, my son was at our home in the village of 
Manuylovo and his wife and son were in their apartment in the town 
of Snezhnoye. Around 6:00, I heard the roar of planes flying overhead. 
Outside it was overcast, so I could not see the aircraft themselves. After 
a short time I heard the sounds of explosions and thought that aircraft, 
as usual, had dropped bombs on the territory of the Saur-Mogila. At this 
time, my son came to me and said that a teacher of the kindergarten 
that my grandson attended had phoned him on his cell phone and 
had asked where Bogdan was. She said that the planes had dropped 
bombs on the town of Snezhnoye, and bombs had hit the house where 
my grandson and daughter-in-law lived.

My son and I went to Snezhnoye town right away, it is about 12 km 
from the village Manuylovo. When we arrived at the house, we saw that 
the entrance to where they lived was completely destroyed as a result 
of shelling. The apartment of my daughter-in-law was on the second 
floor. 

At the scene there were already teams of the Emercom, militias, 
civilians working, examining the debris, looking for survivors. On that 
day, 8 to 13 corpses were pulled out. Only my grandson, who is born in 
2009, was found alive, my daughter-in-law died from her injuries. 

My grandson was trapped between panels, they could not get 
to him for more than three hours. He received numerous injuries: 
fractures of the pelvis, pelvic bones, and the left hipbone, and muscle 
compression syndrome.

He was first hospitalized in a local hospital, then transferred to 
Donetsk in a mobile ICU ambulance, where he was treated in the 
intensive care unit of the Children’s Hospital from July 15 to August 
7, 2014. Just as it became possible to transport Bogdan, Dr. Liza, from 
the Fair Aid fund, contacted me and proposed transporting Bogdan to 
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In the military operation zone in the Donetsk region, four 
children were killed. There is no data on the deaths of children 
in the Lugansk region. This is what the Ministry of Health of 
Ukraine has communicated to the agency ‘Interfax’. The causes 
of death of children were not specified by the press service. 

The head of the Parliamentary Committee on Health, 
Tatiana Bakhteyeva, said on Monday that more than 40 children 
have already been killed by shrapnel and gunshot wounds in 
Donbass. 

As Bakhteyeva’s press service told, quoting the 
parliamentarian, children have died due to shards of window 
glass hitting them after the explosions, and there are also cases 
of deaths of children caused by small arms. It is noted that the 
MP obtained such data from her own sources, primarily from the 
morgues and doctors.

June 23, 2014
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Moscow for treatment. We agreed without hesitation and on August 
8, 2014, he started treatment at the Scientific Research Institute of 
Emergency Children’s Surgery and Traumatology. In mid-September 
2014, Bogdan was discharged with a diagnosis of ‘Consolidated 
fractures of the left upper hip bone, left pubic bone, left ischial bone, 
and a closed fracture of the left femur.’ After his discharge, he started 
rehabilitation in the former No.18 city hospital of Moscow.

Polina, resident of the village Marinovka in the Donetsk region, 
born in 1999

Along with my mother, brothers and sisters, I lived in the village of 
Marinovka in the Donetsk region. 

On May 25, 2014 at approximately 18:00, I was driving with my 
acquaintances in a car with Belarusian licence plates. At the entrance 
to Snezhnoye town, they started shooting at our car. I sat in the back 
seat on the right side at the door. At some point I felt a sharp, severe 
pain in the abdomen. When the car stopped, we ran into the bush to 
hide. The shooting stopped, and I went to the car, feeling a lot of pain 
in the abdomen. The boys said that my back was covered in blood. I 
was taken to the hospital. It turned out that I had gunshot wounds to 
my abdomen, my right arm was injured: several bullets had skimmed 
it. The ambulance arrived from Donetsk and I was sent to the regional 
children’s hospital and on 26 May 2014 they operated on me. The 
operation lasted 6.5 hours. On June 2, they once again operated. I was 
only discharged on June 30. My small and large intestines were severely 
damaged. I have scars on my arm. 

On June 30, 2014, my mother and I returned home. On that day 
our village was already shelled. They shelled nearly every day. Military 
aircraft were flying overhead and equipment of the National Guard of 
Ukraine passed through the village (tanks, trucks, armored personnel 
carriers), with the words written on them: ‘Death to the Moskals – glory 
to Ukraine.’ My mom spoke to them, they said they do not know who 
they are fighting against, but our village was strategically important to 
them. On the outskirts of the village we often heard exchange of fire 
between militias and the army of Ukraine. The military deliberately 
shelled fields of wheat, so that it would burn and we could not harvest 
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Report from the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) to Ukraine 
based on information received as of 18:00 (Kiev time), 8 October 2014 – 
http://www.osce. org/ukraine-smm/125363

The SMM team went to the Donetsk city morgue and spoke to the 
director of the forensic expertise of corpses department. He said 1,498 
people, including 21 children, had been killed in the entire region of 
Donetsk from 13 March 2014 to 8 October 2014. According to the 
director, there are 60 bodies in the basement of the morgue, 20 of 
which have not been identified. The procedure in such cases is that 
unidentified bodies are kept for a maximum of ten days in the morgue 
after which authorities examine bodies, document any special marks, 
and bury the body in a listed location. The SMM saw several bodies 
waiting for examination and observed that the overall process was 
handled appropriately and that all data was stored in a database.

Report from the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) to Ukraine 
based on information received as of 18:00 (Kiev time), 28 November 
2014 – http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/128291

In Donetsk city, the SMM visited State Clinic No. 23, which is located 
in the area affected by shelling on 27 November. The SMM observed 
extensive damage to the roof of the clinic and noted that almost all 
the windows had been shattered. Two craters consistent with direct 
rocket impacts were visible. The first one was five meters east of the 
clinic’s wall while the second one was approximately 40 meters west 
of the nearby secondary school No. 46. The principal of the school 
informed the SMM that the school was not functioning due to security 
reasons. The head of the clinic informed the SMM that there was one 
injured civilian who had been evacuated to the Donetskaya Territorial 
Hospital. At Sayanskaya Street 40 and Buturlinovskaya Street 55, the 
SMM interacted with a group of residents who said that three civilians, 
including a seven-year-old boy, had died as a result of the shelling on 
27 November.
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it. I saw soldiers of the National Guard of Ukraine come to the village 
and take alcohol from the store.

During the shelling our school was destroyed. There is nothing left 
of it. A pensioner who lived on Seliverstov Street was killed, his house 
was completely destroyed. A neighbor, 50 years old, was also killed and 
my acquaintance, 23 years old, was injured – they lived on the same 
street. 

During the bombing and shelling our house was severely damaged. 
It is impossible to live in it – the roof is destroyed, the walls are partially 
missing. Our property was also affected – machinery was broken and 
cattle were killed. In the village a lot of the houses are in a similar state. 
Some burned down.

We were one of the last that left the village, all the residents left for 
Russia.

A doctor of the Regional Children’s Hospital, Rostov-on-Don

On August 9, 2014 at 01:15, we received a girl, born in 2009, a native 
of Gorlovka in the Donetsk region, at the Department of Traumatology 
and Orthopedics of the Regional Children’s Hospital who was 
diagnosed with ‘A gunshot wound to the right forearm: open 3в type 
according to Kaplan-Markova, a fracture of the upper third of the right 
ulna, without displacement. Extensive wound of the right forearm with 
soft tissue defects, condition after first surgical debridement on July 
29, 2014; condition after second surgical debridement, necrectomy 
on August 4, 2014, removal of foreign body from the right forearm on 
August 8, 2014, closed fracture of the fifth metacarpal bone without 
displacement. Post-traumatic neuropathy of the right radial nerve’. The 
child was hospitalized with her mother.  

The mother said that her daughter received the injuries on July 29, 
2014 in the Gorlovka area. Ukrainian servicemen had shot at the bus in 
which they were traveling. Her son was also injured (and hospitalized 
in the surgical department of the regional children’s hospital). The 
shelling killed one child in the bus.

The girl was coherent, in a state of moderate severity. She talked 
and behaved appropriately, but was a little slow. On August 13, 2014, 
we operated on the child: surgical wound debridement on the right 
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Russia Today

Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the 
United Nations in New York, USA, and Representative of the 
Russian Federation at the United Nations Security Council, 
Vitaly Churkin, commented on the UN report on Ukraine, noting 
that there was “a striking lack of what would seem to be the first 
response to expect from UN human rights advocates: an appeal 
to the parties to stop military operations”. He also regretted the 
lack of information on the use of prohibited methods of warfare 
by Ukrainian forces in the report. 

Meanwhile, the escalation of the so-called ‘anti-terrorist 
operation’ continues. Ukrainian security forces are shelling 
residential neighborhoods, resulting in civilians being killed.

As Vitaly Churkin stressed, there is also a separate issue - the 
situation of orphans in the eastern regions of Ukraine. Ukrainian 
authorities have called the attempts of removing sick children 
from the war zone and taking them to Russia for treatment 
abduction. Currently, there are 1,223 orphans in orphanages of 
the Donetsk and Lugansk regions. 

August 8, 2014
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forearm, closed reduction of the fracture of the right ulna, MOC. 
Ongoing treatment was also provided to her, namely, analgesic, 
antibacterial therapy, hemostatic therapy, blood transfusion (a 373 ml 
red cell suspension) and dressing. On August 29, 2014, the patient was 
discharged.

A native of Sukhodolsk in the Lugansk region, Ilya, born in 1998, 
was admitted to the Department of Traumatology and Orthopedics 
on August 19, 2014 at 19:00, with a diagnosis of ‘Combined mine blast 
trauma: a closed intra-articular fracture of the distal epimetaphys 
of s-n/3 type of the right femur with bone fragment displacement, 
a gunshot wound to the abdomen with damage to the left lobe of 
the liver, the left kidney and the spleen. His condition after surgery: 
laparotomy, splenectomy, suturing of the left lobe of the liver damage, 
suturing wounds of the stomach, hemothorax in the left side’. The boy 
was hospitalized with his mother. 

The mother told that Ukrainian servicemen had shelled their house 
in Sukhodolsk. The son decided to hide in the shelter (bomb shelter). 
When he ran out of the house, a shell exploded in the immediate 
vicinity of the boy and threw him back into the entrance. 

At the boy’s initial treatment stage, a closed repositioning of the 
right femur fracture was done and the superimposition of external 
fixation apparatus CHKDO on the right thigh. During hospitalization 
he received pain medication, bandaging, antispasmodics; and was 
consulted by related specialists. On September 3, 2014, the patient was 
discharged.

Yulia, resident of Gorlovka in the Donetsk region, born in 1999

I lived in Gorlovka in the Donetsk region and went to high school 
there. 

On July 27, 2014 at approximately 11:00, I met up with my friend 
Dmitry, born in 1998, in the park in the center of the city. He attended 
the same high school as me, only a year ahead of me. We sat there on a 
bench, talking. It was a normal Sunday. In the square, there were a lot of 
people walking, grandmothers, women with small children.

At approximately 12:30, my mother called and told me to come 
home, saying that she had a bad feeling. At exactly 12:48 (at that 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On February 12, 2015 at approximately 20:20, members of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine and the National Guard of Ukraine, in 
violation of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed 
Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989, as well as the Protocol 
on the ceasefire in Southeastern Ukraine and the Memorandum 
thereto, signed in Minsk in September 2014, carried out artillery 
shelling of the city of Gorlovka with heavy offensive weapons 
having indiscriminate effects. As a result of a shell directly hitting 
a residential building, located on Ermachka Street, three children 
were killed, including two young children.

Based on these facts, the Investigative Committee of the 
Russian Federation initiated a criminal case on the elements 
of crimes under Art. 105(2)(a, v, e, zh, l), Art. 356(1) of the RF 
Penal Code.

March 5, 2015
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moment I looked at my phone), we got up and went to the Melodia 
public transport stop. After walking for about 15 meters, I heard a loud 
whistling and crashing. I realized that the square was being bombed 
and the first bomb fell. After that, approximately every three seconds, I 
heard a whistle, then a heavy blow and crashing. We started to run for 
cover, but there wasn’t any as the park is in an open area.

While running, I felt a projectile fall behind me, because I could feel 
the heat of the blast on my legs and the explosion pushed me forward, 
but I did not fall. Dmitry was close. Then another projectile fell nearby 
where I was and there was shrapnel tapping on the asphalt. About 10 
seconds later I saw a bright flash of fire and then the blast threw me up 
into the air and I fell to the ground.

I saw a young woman with a child in her arms run towards me 
and Dmitry was running to the right. I fell on my left flank, remained 
conscious, but did not understand what was happening. There was 
ringing in my ears, my whole body was burning, it was hard to breathe, 
I could not open my eyes. When they opened, I realized that I could 
not see out of my right eye. I do not know whether more bombs were 
dropped because my ears were ringing.

I tried to get up and I managed it. The land around had been 
turned over. All the leaves had fallen off the trees. At a distance of 
about three meters away, I saw that young woman. She was lying on 
her back covered in blood and dirt. The baby was in her arms, legs 
torn. It showed no signs of life. The woman was shouting something, 
but I did not understand what, as the ringing in my ears did not stop. 
About four meters to my right, I noticed Dima. Half of his head was 
missing.

I looked at my right foot and saw that I had a large laceration of 
about 25 cm above the knee. My clothes were covered in mud and 
blood. I had shorts on me. I used them to make a compress on my leg so 
that it didn’t bleed out. I examined myself, I realized that I had no other 
wounds, and slowly dragged my leg to go where I thought I could get 
help. Passing the Melodia stop, I saw that the stop had been destroyed 
and there were corpses of men, women, a grandmother and a child. In 
total, there were 13 corpses.

Near the park I met a man who took me to the hospital. At the 
admissions unit I was bandaged up and taken to the basement, where 
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they provided inpatient care. From there, I called my brother on a cell 
phone, who reported the incident to my family.

I spent the night of 27 to 28 July 2014 in the hospital basement. 
On July 28, I was moved to the hospital in Donetsk by ambulance. With 
me, there was a young man and two babies. My parents were following 
behind the ambulance. I spent 11 days at the hospital in Donetsk. At 
that time, representatives of the DPR contacted my mom and discussed 
my transportation to Moscow.

On August 7, 2014, Donetsk was heavily shelled. While in the 
hospital, I heard explosions. 

At 15:40 on 7 August 2014, I was with the other children who were 
taken to the railway station and put on the train to be sent to Moscow. 

After treatment I still have hearing problems (I cannot hear in one 
ear), my eyesight has diminished by about 1.0, and I have multiple scars 
on my arms and right leg.

Anatoly, resident of Torez in the Donetsk region, born in 1998

I constantly saw planes flying over the city and then heard the roar and 
explosions, so I knew that they had bombed something. I heard the 
sound of shooting and gunfire. 

Starting at around the beginning of June 2014, before leaving for 
Moscow, we were living in the basement of our home, because every 
night they bombed our city and neighboring towns. We were afraid for 
our lives and only left the basement to cook food. In mid-July 2014 at 
approximately 22:30, our neighborhood was bombed. We heard loud 
explosions and immediately ran to the basement. We could hear metal 
shrapnel (as I understood from the shells) striking the yard and hitting 
our car, which stood in the yard. The explosions continued for about 
15-20 minutes, then everything went quiet. When we came out of the 
basement, we found that the house opposite was burning and half 
of the homes on our street were damaged: the roofs demolished and 
walls destroyed. The roof of our neighbor’s house to the right had also 
been blown away. Our house was not damaged but the explosion had 
knocked out all the windows, the body of the car had holes in it.  

About two weeks after the shelling of Shakhtyorsk, Torez was 
bombed. In the evening, we heard the sound of falling bombs and hid in 
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the basement. The explosions were strong and lasted about 10 minutes. 
When we got out of the basement, we saw the walls of the house riddled 
with shrapnel. We were not injured but on the neighboring street a man 
had been killed and a woman had a wounded arm. After that, my family 
and I decided to go to Moscow.

In July 2013, I was diagnosed with ‘juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, a 
polyarticular variant of a severe degree’, and I was classified as disabled. 
Every two weeks I had to take the drug, Humira, which was only available 
in the hospital in Donetsk. In August 2014, the hospitals of Donetsk’s 
stock of this drug ran out. The Fair Aid fund suggested that I and my 
family leave for medical treatment in Morozovskaya Hospital.

I arrived in Russia on August 8, 2014 with my father. Volunteers 
drove us from Torez in an armored Gazelle van to Donetsk, where we 
took the train to Moscow. My mother joined us on September 12, 2014.

Alexandra, resident of the settlement Nizhnyaya Krynka in the 
Donetsk region, born in 1988 

The Armed Forces of Ukraine shelled the settlement on a daily basis, so 
from August 16, 2014 to the present time my daughter and I had been 
living in the basement of our house and we only went out in extreme 
cases. I constantly heard the sound of gun salvoes, shooting and aircraft 
were often seen flying over the settlement and releasing missiles.

On August 22, 2014, my daughter and I were at my grandmother’s 
house on Vatutin Street, because the basement there is bigger than 
ours. It was quiet – the settlement had not been subjected to shelling. 
At 14:30, I decided to go to the store, about 200 meters from the house. 
I went with my daughter because I wanted her to get some fresh air. 
Before reaching the store, I saw a shell (I don’t know from what it was 
fired) hit the roof of the store. The store remained intact. Debris flew at 
us from the roof and I saw that my right leg and my daughter’s head 
(on the left hand side) were bleeding. I grabbed her in my arms and ran 
home, where I called an ambulance, which arrived 20 minutes later. We 
were admitted to the hospital in Makeyevka, where we stayed until 9 
September 2014. A shrapnel fragment was removed from my leg and 
now it is in pain. My daughter has to get a graft to the left side of the 
head, so we came to Russia.
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On March 19 and 22, 2015, members of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and 
the National Guard of Ukraine, in violation of the Geneva Convention 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 
1949, the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International 
Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977, the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989, as well as the Package 
of Measures for the Implementation of the Minsk Agreements of 12 
February 2015, including withdrawal of all heavy weapons in order to 
create a security zone, an immediate and comprehensive ceasefire as 
of 15 February 2015, 12am Kiev time, used heavy offensive weapons 
having indiscriminate effects at artillery shelling of the territory of the 
self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic.

On March 19, 2015 at approximately 17:15, a 14-year-old child was 
killed and a second child was wounded with varying degrees of severity 
as a result of a direct shell hit on the area near a residential building in 
the settlement of Grozny in Uglegorsk city in the Donetsk region.

On March 22, 2015 at approximately 17:45, a 14-year-old child 
got injured by a mine blast, from which he died, as a result of a direct 
artillery hit to the area between Garshin and Fedoseyev Streets in the 
settlement of Kazachi in Yenakiyevo city in the Donetsk region.

Based on these facts, the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation initiated a criminal case on the elements of crimes under 
Art. 105(2)(a, v, e, zh, l), Art. 30(3), Art. 105(2)(a, v, e, zh, l), Art. 
356(1) of the RF Penal Code.

March 25, 2015
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The conflict in eastern Ukraine has deprived many children of 
the opportunity to live in their own home, go to school and enjoy 
other benefits of peace. The growing crisis has led to the fact that 
approximately 1.7 million children are in a difficult situation. Many of 
them live in bunkers and bomb shelters. 44 children have been killed in 
the hostilities.

This is what Kristen Elsby, UNICEF’s communication director for 
Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia said today in a Geneva 
press briefing. 

According to her, since March 2014, more than one million people 
have been displaced from the conflict-affected areas, including nearly 
530,000 people within Ukraine, of whom at least 130,000 are children.

Kristen Elsby spoke about the hardships for families with children 
who have been forced to leave their homes and flee. Often parents are 
not registering their children in new schools in the place of resettlement, 
as they hope that they will soon return to their homes or find shelter 
elsewhere. This leads to the fact that many children are excluded from 
the educational process.

The UNICEF representative said that the conflict in Ukraine has 
left 147 schools closed in part of the Donetsk region, where fighting 
continues. In government-controlled areas, 187 educational institutions 
had been damaged or destroyed. In general, the conflict in Ukraine has 
disrupted the education of some 50,000 children since 1 September 
alone.

Answering journalists’ questions, Kristen Elsby said that UNICEF 
has no direct access to areas of ongoing fighting, but the staff of the Fund 
are working with partner organizations, as well as receive information 
from observers on the ground.

 

UN News Centre
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The UNICEF representative said that the Fund is aware of the fact 
that some children in Donetsk are living in bunkers and bomb shelters, 
but that the Fund does not have accurate data in this regard. 

Kristen Elsby just returned from Kharkov. According to her, 
there are still some 500 people arriving there daily from the Donetsk 
and Lugansk regions. Some days the influx increased to 5,000 people. 
Together with other humanitarian agencies, UNICEF is taking steps to 
help provide aid to the destitute people, particularly in winter. But the 
reserves of the Fund have been used up. 

The United Nations Children’s Fund currently needs $32.4 million 
to expand its humanitarian assistance in Ukraine. The money will 
provide 225,000 affected school-aged children with school supplies; 
100,000 children with support to reduce heightened levels of stress. 
There is also a children’s polio vaccination campaign planned. 250,000 
children and women in the affected areas require safe water and hygiene 
supplies.

As for the number of casualties among children, the UNICEF 
representative said that, according to reports obtained, at least 44 
children had been killed in Ukraine in 2014. 

Meanwhile, the representative of the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Jens Laerke, answering 
questions from journalists, said that humanitarian access to some areas 
in eastern Ukraine is restricted and it is mainly due to the ongoing 
fighting and a high level of danger in these areas. 

December 19, 2014 
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Valentina, resident of the settlement Nizhnyaya Krynka in the 
Donetsk region, born in 1974 

Since June 2014, our settlement has been shelled by the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine on a daily basis and as a result many houses have been 
destroyed and civilians are suffering.

On September 2, 2014 at approximately 18:10, I stood on the front 
porch of my parents’ two-storey house in the settlement of Nizhnyaya 
Krynka with my son, speaking to two neighbors. One of them was there 
with her five-year-old son.

Suddenly, there was a sharp whistle. We already knew that this 
whistling was made by shells from Grad missile launchers, so we ran 
to a nearby house to hide in the basement. At this point, two shells 
struck the house, where my parents lived on the first floor, breaking 
through the roof and destroying the apartments on the second floor. 
Another shell fell near the window, another exploded in the yard. My 
son was wounded by shrapnel. One of the neighbors and the boy were 
also injured. Despite our injuries, we went down to the basement and 
started calling an ambulance.

My son suffered injuries to the head, back, right hip and leg. My 
neighbor’s legs were crushed and one of her legs is still in an Ilizarov 
apparatus up until now. The boy died in the hospital from his injuries 
four days later.

Medical workers arrived and took the neighbor and the child to 
the hospital but they couldn’t come to take us since the settlement was 
being shelled heavily. So I called my brother and asked him to come. 
At the request of my brother my aunt managed to come and take us 
in a taxi. Together with her and my parents, my son and I went to the 
Rudnichny hospital, where we were taken to the Kalinin hospital in 
Donetsk the same day.

My son was diagnosed with ‘Multiple traumas (UBD1); numerous 
wounds; open penetrating craniocerebral injury, brain contusion of 
moderate severity, nonperforating shrapnel wound, open penetrating 
multisplintered fracture of the right occipital bone, foci of contusion, 
crush injury of the right occipital, left hemisphere of the cerebellum, 
hemorrhage and detritus along the wound channel, foreign body 
in the left hemisphere of the cerebellum, shrapnel wound of the left 
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From a spot report by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine 
(SMM), 7 November 2014: shelling and fatalities in Donetsk – http://
www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/126474

On 6 November 2014, at 8:25, the SMM team arrived at School No. 63 
on Stepanenko Street, Donetsk, about three kilometers north-west of 
the city centre. The SMM saw a football pitch on the east side of the 
school, enclosed by steel mesh fencing; shrapnel damage to the pitch, 
fencing and goal posts; and, on the northern edge of the pitch, one 
meter from the fence, a shell crater, which was one meter in diameter.

The SMM saw human remains scattered around the pitch, 
including bone fragments, blood and internal organs. Blood-stained 
clothing was also visible, which appeared to have been torn by shrapnel. 
The SMM also noted a crater in the playground, near the eastern wall. 

The SMM spoke to a number of people present in the area who 
said that on the previous day two children had been killed by an artillery 
shell; and four children and an adult had been seriously wounded. One 
man interviewed by the SMM said that he had been undertaking repairs 
in the school building at the time of the shelling. He said that it occurred 
on 5 November at 15:30, and counted eight explosions. People living 
nearby told the SMM that there were a number of other casualties in 
the area. The SMM saw one woman who was leaving Stepanenko Street 
14a with shrapnel wounds to her legs, who said she was being taken to 
hospital. The SMM observed that there was extensive damage to the 
apartment building and its windows. The SMM saw three craters near 
the building. 

The SMM then went to the Donetsk regional trauma hospital 
to seek more information about the reported casualties. One of the 
doctors said that on 5 November three male children (aged 11, 16, and 
17) and one male adult (aged 21) had been admitted to hospital with 
serious trauma wounds. The remains of the fatalities had been taken to 
a forensic medical centre in Kalinin Hospital in Donetsk. According 
to the doctor all those wounded had been admitted between 16:10 and 
16:20 on 5 November. This corroborated the chronology for the time of 
the shelling provided by local residents.
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paravertebral, nonperforating wound to the right foot with the presence 
of a foreign matter in the dorsal part’. 

I assume that the shelling was conducted from the area behind 
the settlement of Nizhnyaya Krynka where the Ukrainian army 
was stationed. On the day when we were brought to the hospital in 
Makeyevka with my son, a resident of the settlement of Nizhnyaya 
Krynka was also brought there; she was standing at the bus stop at the 
time of the bombing. The explosion tore off her feet, and she died from 
her injuries in hospital.

My son was held for long-term treatment in the hospital in Donetsk 
and in February 2015 with the assistance of the Minister of Health of 
the DPR and the Pavel Astakhov Fund we came for treatment at the 
Scientific Research Institute of Emergency Children’s Surgery and 
Traumatology. 

Lesya, resident of Shakhtyorsk-6 in the Donetsk region, born 
in 1981

My family lived in Shakhtyorsk-6 in the Donetsk region in a private 
home. Nearby was the mine, ‘Shakhtyorskaya Deep’, no military, or 
other strategically important civilian facilities were nearby. There 
were no defence posts of the armed formations of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk People’s Republics near our house. 

From June 2014, military aircraft began flying over Shakhtyorsk, 
which carried out air strikes on the Saur-Mogila territory. As at that 
moment it was dangerous to stay in Shakhtyorsk, I took the children 
to the Sea of Azov. In July 2014, the air strikes stopped, and we 
returned home. In late July, the air strikes resumed. 

On August 1, 2014, Ukrainian troops bombed the mine 
‘Shakhtyorskaya Deep’. I was afraid for the life and health of my 
children and on the same day took them back to the Sea of Azov. 
On August 16, 2014, when the bombing of Shakhtyorsk lessened, we 
came back. According to our relatives, during our absence Ukrainian 
troops bombed Shakhtyorsk almost daily.

On January 2, 2015, I was visiting with my two children and my 
friend Maxim in the evening. Around midnight, we were leaving for 
home. I dressed my sons and let them go outside, they stood on the 
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UN: the number of victims of the conflict in Ukraine is steadily 
growing. The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
in the current report on the situation in Ukraine says there is a steady 
growth of victims of the conflict in the east of Ukraine, as well as mass 
abductions and torture of people in the regions controlled by Kiev, 
according to TASS.

According to the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, there have been at least 4,707 people killed and at least 10,322 
wounded during the conflict. The number of the killed rose by 1,357 
since the reaching of the agreement on a ceasefire on September 6 
alone. Experts believe the actual numbers of killed and wounded is likely 
to be much larger: more than a thousand bodies in morgues remain 
unidentified, and many of the remains of the dead can’t be accessed 
because of the hostilities. Also, employees of the UN have recorded more 
than 300 indiscriminate shellings, in which civilians suffered, including 
children. One of the examples is the shelling of a school in Donetsk from 
the Ukrainian side; during that artillery attack, children were killed.  

December 15, 2014

The UN has specified the number of victims of the conflict in the 
east of Ukraine

5,793 people have been killed during the conflict in eastern Ukraine 
since mid-April 2014 to February 19, 2015, the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported. The dead included 
63 children. In addition, 14,595 had been wounded, including 169 
children. This data includes the victims of the Malaysia Airlines plane 
crash in the Donetsk region. 

February 24, 2015 
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porch. Maxim was putting his shoes on in the hallway and I was in the 
kitchen. At this point, there was an explosion.

I ran out into the corridor and saw that the front door, bent 
inwards, had numerous holes from shell shrapnel. Maxim was lying 
on the floor face down. He was dead, his body on the left side had 
been injured by shell shrapnel. In the street near the porch I saw my 
son Ivan, born in 2005. He had both feet and his right hand torn off. 
He was standing upright, leaning with his left hand on the wall of the 
house. I began to search for my son Timofey, born in 2009, and found 
him behind the door on the porch. He was lying on the ground, he 
had injuries to his stomach and chest, he was already dead. 

The walls of the house were riddled with shrapnel and the glass 
cover and roof were damaged. I believe that the shell exploded on 
the porch, where my children were. Neighbors came running and, 
seeing the victims, called for an ambulance. I was with my son Ivan 
when he was first hospitalized in the city hospital, then transferred 
to the traumatology department of the Donetsk Regional Hospital, 
and on January 15, 2015, we were transported to Russia, where 
they are currently treating him at the Scientific Research Institute 
of Emergency Children’s Surgery and Traumatology diagnosed 
with ‘Heavy-explosive fragmentation multiple traumas, an open 
concomitant craniocerebral injury, a fracture of the facial skeleton, 
emergency amputation of the right forearm, emergency amputation 
of both lower legs’.

Vladimir, resident of Donetsk, born in 1985 

I lived with my family in Donetsk. Not far from our house was a former 
toy factory, the Druzhba market, on whose territory there is an electrical 
substation; there are no military or strategically important civilian 
facilities there.

The artillery shelling of Donetsk began in May 2014. At first the 
suburbs and the airport were struck, and from the summer onwards 
there were more and more strikes directly in Donetsk (in the Kuybyshev, 
Kiev, Lenin, Petrovsky districts). For example, around August 2014, I was 
a witness to the shelling of the former toy factory – it was struck with 
two shells. I believe that while shelling it, the Ukrainian military were 
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aiming at the substation. As the shelling was carried out in the evening, 
there were no victims, but the factory’s infrastructure was severely 
damaged.

On January 18, 2015 at approximately 08:20, I was going home after 
a night shift. When I got out of the bus, I saw the settlement of Shakhta 
No. 31, where my home was, being fired upon. Presumably the shelling 
was carried out with Grad rocket launchers with cluster munitions from 
the settlement Peski, controlled by the Ukrainian military. I ran to my 
house. The shells continued to hit farther on, and when I got to the 
house, I saw that it had been destroyed and there was white-yellow-
green smoke coming from it. I learned later that about 40 shells fell in 
the settlement Shakhta No. 31 and the neighboring settlement.

I immediately started calling an ambulance because I knew that 
my wife and two children were inside the house. Going through the 
rubble, the first person I was able to get to was my son Mikhail, born 
in 2007. He was buried under piles of debris and yelling. When I got 
him to the surface, I saw that his nose had been cut off, his left eye was 
damaged, and his left thigh was injured. Subsequently, they removed 
shell shrapnel from his head and hip. As the bombing continued, I 
wrapped my son in my jacket and brought him to the cellar.

Then, I heard my wife crying out from under the rubble. Clearing 
the debris, I was able to get to her. She had an injury to her right leg, 
the knee-joint was missing, the leg hung on by the skin. I took my wife 
to the surviving room and bandaged her leg with my sweater. She said 
that our second son, born in 2010, was alive because she had heard him 
breathing. Searching the rubble, I found the arm of my youngest son, I 
dug him out but he was already dead. I tried to give him CPR, but to no 
avail. In addition to my wife and sons, my 80-year-old grandmother was 
there, who at the time of the shelling was in the street and got a fracture 
of the radius. 

After a while, the militia came and drove my family to the Kalinin 
hospital. 

Later I discovered 16 craters around the house from the explosions 
of what I believe was a cluster munition. 

At the hospital, my wife was diagnosed with a ‘concussion, head 
injury’, my son with a ‘craniocerebral injury, comminuted injury of the 
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face and left thigh’. They amputated my wife’s right leg above the knee-
joint.

On February 11, 2015, we were transferred for further treatment 
in Russia at the Scientific Research Institute of Emergency Children’s 
Surgery and Traumatology; my wife is in the Vishnevsky burn center. 

As a result of the shelling of 18 January 2015, my house was almost 
completely destroyed. In the settlement, a lot of houses were also 
damaged.

Vita, resident of Makeyevka in the Donetsk region, born in 
1972

I lived in a private home in Makeyevka in the Donetsk region. There 
weren’t any military installations, checkpoints nearby or any locations 
of armed forces formations. The only important facility was the Donetsk 
airport about 6 km away.

From May 26, 2014 until January 11, 2015, we constantly heard the 
firing from both small arms and Grad, Howitzer, and Tochka-U units 
nearby our settlement. Shots were heard day and night, with short lulls. 
Our settlement had not been exposed to shelling before January 11, 
2015.

I saw the effects of explosions and shootings in Donetsk, where I 
traveled to work: the burnt market, railway station, destroyed homes, 
kindergartens, schools and shops. At the time I did not see corpses in 
the streets but as I worked in a hospital, I saw people coming in with 
injuries from shells and shrapnel, many of whom died in hospital.

I hadn’t seen any of the fighting. I received all the information 
about what was happening in the territory of the Donetsk and Lugansk 
People’s Republics from television and the Internet.

On the evening of January 11, 2015, my husband, daughter and I 
were at home. At approximately 20:00, we heard sounds of explosions. 
They were muted, and we thought it was somewhere far away, so we 
did not hide. After some time, there was a loud bang. My daughter 
was in the kitchen. By the blast of the explosion all the windows in the 
house were blown out. None of us were hurt. My husband said that we 
needed to move to the basement. We grabbed our garments and ran 
to the basement, which is in the courtyard at a distance of 4-5 meters 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On November 5, 2014 at approximately 17:00, members of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine and the National Guard of Ukraine, in 
violation of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed 
Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child of 20 November 1989, as well as the Protocol 
on the ceasefire in Southeastern Ukraine and the Memorandum 
thereto, signed in Minsk in September 2014, carried out precision 
artillery shelling with heavy weaponry of secondary school No. 
63 in Donetsk, located on Stepanenko Street, building 10, as well 
as the surrounding area. The shelling killed two minors, and three 
local residents were wounded with varying degrees of severity. 

Based on these facts, on November 6, 2014, the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation instituted a criminal case 
on the elements of crimes under Art. 105(2)(a, v, e, zh, l), 356(1) 
of the RF Penal Code.

November 6, 2014
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from the front door to the house. First my daughter climbed down, 
then I followed, and following closely was my husband. When I got 
down to the bottom step, I turned to my husband who was standing 
on the top step, and turned my flashlight towards him. At that moment 
I heard a sharp whistle and my husband fell. I saw that he had been 
decapitated. I was in shock because I saw my husband drop dead. 
Suddenly, my daughter began to cry, I quickly turned around to see 
what had happened. She shone her phone on herself, and I saw that she 
was covered in blood, as shrapnel of shells had hit her all over her body. 
Why I did not get hurt, I do not understand because I was closer to the 
door than my daughter, who was sitting in the back of the basement. 
She had damaged muscles and soft tissues of the left hand, as well as 
an open comminuted fracture at the top of her hip. The door to the 
basement was open, as my husband did not have time to close it. Then 
everything was quiet. 

Suddenly on the street a GAZ vehicle near the entrance to the 
basement burst into flames. As I understood it, the projectile that had 
decapitated my husband also struck the car and it was on fire. I was 
afraid that the carbon monoxide would get into the basement, so I took 
my daughter on my shoulders, who could not move about on her own 
and pulled her outside the courtyard, close to the homes of neighbors, 
where there was a ditch. Neighbors came rushing towards us and 
drove us to the hospital. My husband’s body was left overnight in the 
basement. In Makeyevka, they administered first aid to my daughter 
and then she was hospitalized in intensive care.

On January 13, 2015, I buried my husband. As a result of the bomb 
strike, the GAZ vehicle was burnt out, the windows of a VAZ 2101 were 
broken. In addition, all the windows in the house were smashed, the 
doors ripped off their hinges and the plaster was falling off. In the 
summer kitchen, all the windows were smashed. In the barns, on the 
edge of the yard, the doors were knocked off. The walls of the buildings 
were riddled with shrapnel.

On January 15, 2015, I got on a Russian Ministry of Emergency 
Situations plane with my daughter with the help of the Fair Aid fund, 
which is headed by Dr. Liza, and we were transported to Moscow to 
the Scientific Research Institute of Emergency Children’s Surgery and 
Traumatology, where we are today. 
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At the present time I do not want to return to Ukraine, since my 
husband was killed, my property has been destroyed, and I have 
nothing to rebuild it with. 

Deputy Director for Medical Work (Chief Physician), the 
Scientific Research Institute of Emergency Children’s Surgery and 
Traumatology (NII ‘NDHiT’), Moscow

The specialization of the Scientific Research Institute of Emergency 
Children’s Surgery and Traumatology is providing surgical, 
neurosurgical, intensive care, trauma and rehabilitation care to the 
children’s population of Moscow, as well as other persons under the 
age of 18 years, who have turned to the Institute. The Research Institute 
has the necessary modern equipment and facilities for the provision of 
diagnostic and therapeutic care for children. 

Since the beginning of military operations in Ukraine, i.e. from 
August 2014, the Research Institute has seen two categories of children 
arriving from Ukraine. The first – with a variety of injuries sustained as 
a result of the fighting, and the second – with diseases and injuries not 
related to combat. 

The first category of children are brought over on board the 
Russian Emergencies Ministry aircraft, air ambulance, as well as with 
the assistance of the charity fund Fair Aid (Doctor Yelizaveta Petrovna 
Glinka), which contacts the management of the Institute and negotiates 
the possibility of receiving children from Ukraine, and later such children 
began to be brought here with the assistance of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation. The second category of children 
arrives in an unorganized manner or is delivered by ambulance. 

There are 11 children that we have admitted with injuries sustained 
as a result of military operations in Ukraine, five of them are badly 
injured. As a rule, they have a combination of injuries, including limb 
fractures, extensive soft tissue damage and craniocerebral injury. Six 
children were admitted with consequences of trauma, mainly trauma 
to the bones of the cranial vault.

The most severely injured patient is Vanya Voronov, who had both 
of his lower extremities and the right upper limb torn off, and received 
severe shrapnel damage to both eyes. Vanya was delivered on January 
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15, 2015 on board the air ambulance. He underwent a large number 
of reconstructive operations aimed at building up the stumps of the 
missing limbs for subsequent prosthetics, and repeated operations 
on his eyes at the Fyodorov Institute. In the most acute period of 
traumatic illness, the child experienced severe suffering associated 
with the presence of phantom pain, which lasted about a month. We 
also observed the existence of a moral and mental stress disorder, but 
psychologically he recovered quickly enough. Now, the treatment 
continues on the consequences of injuries to his eyes, three prosthetic 
limbs are scheduled. His eyesight will never be fully restored, but the 
doctors are currently struggling to maintain the level of light perception, 
which has been achieved as a result of operations. 

Oksana Voinarovskaya was brought to the Research Institute on 
January 15, 2015 on board the air ambulance with Vanya Voronov. At the 
time of her arrival, she had an open multi-fragment fracture of the right 
femur as a result of a mine blast. The girl also showed psycho-emotional 
stress as a result of the incident, and there are still residual effects of 
psycho-emotional state disorders, mental lability and irritability. To 
date, the issue being addressed is that of the right hip joint prosthesis. 
Oksana underwent three operations to eliminate soft tissue defects 
and to fix the fracture of the right femur. The minimal hope that the 
fracture would consolidate did not occur and further treatment will be 
prolonged. Due to the fact that the child is still growing, it is not easy to 
make a decision on the right time for the hip joint prosthesis.  

All the children of the second category, admitted to the Institute 
with various diseases and injuries not related to combat operations, 
treated by specialists show favorable outcomes.

Rehabilitation treatment begins almost from the moment the 
child arrives and continues until discharge. Children who were 
discharged from the hospital, in most cases did not need further 
rehabilitation.

During treatment, children are in the wards of the Research 
Institute, which are furnished with all the necessary equipment. During 
hospitalization, children admitted with injuries sustained as a result of 
the fighting in Ukraine are accompanied by either their parents or their 
escorts, who stay in the wards with them. They eat in the dining room of 
the Research Institute, and their medicines are provided.
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Currently, the Research Institute has three children with injuries 
sustained as a result of the fighting in Ukraine – Vanya and Oksana, and 
also a child with consequences of spinal and lung injuries. 
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In Ukraine, children are dying too

They die in exactly the same way when shell shrapnel or bullets hit 
them. However, no one remembers them, everyone only speaks of the 
children of Gaza. And there is a reason for this. A one-year-old baby 
girl was killed in front of her family by debris that hit her. Since Sunday, 
heavy shelling carried out by Ukrainian artillery has killed 19 civilians, 
including 5 children.

You might think that this is a regular operational report from the 
Gaza war on which the world’s media report in great detail every day. 
In fact, this is a scarce military report of another armed conflict which 
is forgotten despite the fact that it covers the heart of Europe in blood. 
Perhaps the world press pays much more attention to Palestinian children 
because they were victims of “bad” Israelis, while in the east of Ukraine 
there is a merciless war between the “good” powers in Kiev and the pro-
Russian rebels. Sadly in Ukraine, just like in Gaza, children suffer, so 
their deaths at least shouldn’t “weigh” less in the eyes of the world.

However, this is not the reality. We know a lot about the innocent 
Palestinian victims, up to the last seconds of their lives: ones were 
playing ball on the beach, others were hiding in their cribs, and some 
other ones were brutally shot. We know very little or nothing at all about 
their peers from Donetsk and Lugansk, who were also gone in the wake 
of the war. And there is hardly any sense in putting on the front page the 
story about the tragic death of Ira, a Ukrainian girl, killed July 16, a few 
kilometers from Donetsk, while she tried unsuccessfully to escape from 
the bombing. Or the heartrending story about four-year-old Bogdan, 
who lost his mother but miraculously survived under the rubbles of the 
house destroyed by artillery fire.

It seems that someone has attributed the “second-class dead” label 
to them and further betrayed them by the oblivion after the Human 
Rights Watch organization accused Ukrainian authorities of using high-
powered but non-precision Grad multiple rocket launchers in densely 
populated areas.  
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The pro-Russian insurgents, by the way, are also not particularly 
scrupulous, but this bleeding wound in the heart of Europe is only 
remembered again suddenly after the crash of a foreign passenger 
aircraft. For such war crimes, the perpetrators should be punished 
harshly, even if it was a fatal mistake, but those 80 children, who were 
on board and crashed with the rest of the passengers and crew, were not 
the only innocent sacrifice for the Ukrainian conflict.

On Monday, 28 July, the UN nevertheless presented terrible 
figures of this dreadful tragedy: in Ukraine - since late April at least 
1,129 people have been killed, 3,500 wounded. According to the UN, 
the cause is “more frequent bombing of residential areas.” In Gaza, 
within several weeks approximately the same number of people died, 
assuming you count the Palestinian militias. The number of casualties 
among Palestinian children reaches 270 people. And the media treat 
the children of Gaza, together with the children of the Boeing crash, 
like some “first-class dead” – unlike their peers from Donetsk and 
Lugansk, who simply were so unlucky as to be on the wrong side of the 
barricades.

Over the past few weeks, 250 deaths were registered in Lugansk. 
After the bombings not a single orphanage was left but no one in Europe 
will talk about how five children were killed, trapped inside one of them. 
Residential building No. 14 was struck on Lenin Street in the Ukrainian 
city of Snezhnoye and 11 people were killed in one single blow. Human 
Rights Watch reports that on July 12 and 21, the army of Ukraine fired 
countless Grad shells in the direction of three residential neighborhoods 
of Donetsk, the partially surrounded “capital” of the separatists.

The eastern front is not surprised by news like that, of course, but 
the world’s media have ignored all reports on this subject. Instead, 
they are engaged in the daily coverage of international protests for the 
protection of civilians in Gaza. Ukrainian forces have denied that they 
use Grad units but acknowledged that there is a “merciless conflict” 
raging in the country. It seems that this conflict is not only cruel, but 
has also been pushed into premature oblivion - just as its smallest and 
most defenseless victims, whose life should remain of the highest value 
anywhere in the world and on either side of the barricades, are forgotten.

August 1, 2014
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Rostov-on-Don, February 11, 2015. Wounded children of Donbass go to Moscow 
for treatment

More than 100 children in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions were injured
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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Children have to take refuge in basements and bomb shelters from the constant 
shelling

Photo by Andrey Stenin

The shelling of Slavyansk May 19, 2014
Photo by Andrea Rocchelli
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Saving children from combat zones
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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How do you live in a country where they are killing children?
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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Even in time of war, children will be children
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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§ 4. The cost of truth about the events in Southeastern 
Ukraine: crimes against Russian journalists

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights  
and Fundamental Freedoms of 4 November 1950  
(as amended on 13 May 2004)

Article 1. Obligation to respect human rights
The High Contracting Parties shall secure to everyone within 

their jurisdiction the rights and freedoms defined in Section I of this 
Convention.

Article 2. Right to life 
Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be 

deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of 
a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is 
provided by law.

Article 3. Prohibition of torture
No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.
Article 5. Right to liberty and security
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. 
Article 10. Freedom of expression
Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall 

include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information 
and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of 
frontiers.

Article 14. Prohibition of discrimination
The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this 

Convention shall be secured without discrimination on any ground 
such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, 
birth or other status.
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  
of 16 December 1966

Article 2
Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect 

and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its 
jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or 
other status.

Article 6
Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be 

protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.
Article 7
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 9
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one 

shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be 
deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with 
such procedure as are established by law.

Article 19
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without 

interference.
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right 

shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in 
the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this 
article carries with it special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore 
be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are 
provided by law and are necessary: 

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;
(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre 

public), or of public health or morals.
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Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War of 12 August 1949 (as amended on 8 December 2005) 

Article 1
The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure 

respect for the present Convention in all circumstances.
Article 3
In the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring 

in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, each Party to the 
conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the following provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members 
of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those placed hors 
de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in 
all circumstances be treated humanely, without any adverse distinction 
founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any other 
similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any 
time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned 
persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, 
mutilation, cruel treatment and torture,

(b) taking of hostages,
(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment,
(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without 

previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court, affording 
all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized 
peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for.

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, 
and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International 
Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 June 1977

Article 1. Material field of application
1. This Protocol, which develops and supplements Article 3 common 

to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 without modifying its 
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existing conditions of applications, shall apply to all armed conflicts 
which are not covered by Article 1 of the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection 
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) and which 
take place in the territory of a High Contracting Party between its armed 
forces and dissident armed forces or other organized armed groups 
which, under responsible command, exercise such control over a part 
of its territory as to enable them to carry out sustained and concerted 
military operations and to implement this Protocol.

Article 4. Fundamental guarantees 
1. All persons who do not take a direct part or who have ceased to 

take part in hostilities, whether or not their liberty has been restricted, 
are entitled to respect for their person, honour and convictions and 
religious practices. They shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, 
without any adverse distinction. It is prohibited to order that there shall 
be no survivors.

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the following 
acts against the persons referred to in paragraph 1 are and shall remain 
prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever:

a) violence to the life, health and physical or mental well-being of 
persons, in particular murder as well as cruel treatment such as torture, 
mutilation or any form of corporal punishment;

b) collective punishments;
c) taking of hostages;
d) acts of terrorism;
e) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment, rape, enforced prostitution and any form of 
indecent assault;

(f) slavery and the slave trade in all their forms;
(g) pillage;
(h) threats to commit any of the foregoing acts.
Article 13. Protection of the civilian population
1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy 

general protection against the dangers arising from military operations. 
2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, 

shall not be the object of attack. 
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Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment of 10 December 1984 

Article 2
1. Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, 

judicial or other measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory 
under its jurisdiction.

2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of 
war or a threat of war, internal political instability or any other public 
emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture.

3. An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not be 
invoked as a justification of torture.

In violation of the above international norms, on May 18, 2014, 
Ukrainian soldiers, members of the National Guard of Ukraine and 
militants of the ‘Right Sector’ kidnapped citizens of the Russian 
Federation who did not take part in the armed conflict – LifeNews TV 
journalists Oleg Sidyakin and Marat Saychenko, held them illegally 
until May 25, 2014 on the territory of Ukraine, and caused them 
physical and mental suffering through systematic beatings and other 
violent acts.

On May 25, 2014, as a result of a mortar attack by Ukrainian 
troops near the village of Andreyevka, Donetsk region, two people 
who did not take part in the armed conflict – citizen of the Italian 
Republic, journalist Andrea Rocchelli, and citizen of the Russian 
Federation, human rights activist Andrey Mironov – were killed.

Marat Saychenko, editor of the Photo and Video  
Correspondents Department of the ‘Media Content’ Company

On May 10, 2014, the Lugansk and Donetsk regions planned to hold a 
referendum. Our news agency management instructed correspondent 
Oleg Sidyakin and me to prepare reports on the referendum in the 
Donetsk region.

On May 10, 2014, having arrived by separate flights in Kiev, we 
passed border procedures. On the morning of May 11, we headed for 
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Donetsk by train, located the regional administration building and 
completed accreditation with the representatives of the self-proclaimed 
Donetsk People’s Republic.

At that time, units of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, National Guard of 
Ukraine and the ‘Right Sector’ were conducting a large-scale operation 
against the forces of the People’s Self-Defence of the Donetsk Republic, 
there were clashes involving deployment of mortars, heavy artillery, 
armored vehicles and aircraft by the Ukrainian army.

After receiving the accreditation, we went to Kramatorsk. After the 
referendum, we continued to work there: preparing reports on what was 
happening in the city and surrounding towns, armed clashes, recorded 
interviews with eyewitnesses and civilians, who had suffered as a 
result of the attacks carried out by military personnel of the Ukrainian 
army and fighters of the Ukrainian National Guard. At that time, many 
residents – children, women, old people, – stayed in Kramatorsk, and 
they were constantly exposed to the threat of being injured or killed.

On May 12, we went to do a live broadcast of a news-flash on the 
outskirts of Kramatorsk, where the private housing sector and the 
territory of the plant ‘EnergoSpetsStal’ had been hit by a few shells, fired 
by the Ukrainian forces. We filmed the obvious damage to residential 
buildings and showed the real threat to the life and health of the 
civilians.

On the morning of May 13, we went to the area of the village 
Oktyabrskoye, from where intense gunfire could be heard. We could 
not enter the village itself. Ukrainian armored vehicle patrolled the road 
connecting the surrounding villages with Kramatorsk and Ukrainian 
soldiers fired warning shots in the direction of any car that moved 
along the road. Several shots from automatic weapons were fired in the 
direction of our car too. 

After failing to get into the village of Oktyabrskoye, we took a 
position on the outskirts of the neighboring village Dmitrovka, from 
which everything happening in Oktyabrskoye could be seen. For several 
hours, we watched military helicopters circling over the village, landing 
and rising again; armored vehicles and soldiers of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine moving down the streets; and heard shooting. It was there that 
we got shots of a white helicopter with the large letters «UN» on its side. 
We sent the material in portions to the editorial office of the TV channel, 
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and it was immediately put on the air. With the onset of darkness, we 
returned to Kramatorsk.

On the morning of May 14, we learned that the Ukrainian military had 
left the village Oktyabrskoye, and immediately went there. For several 
hours we filmed the effects of hostilities – burnt military equipment, 
which was in close proximity to residential homes; talked with the local 
eyewitnesses to yesterday’s battle; went on air. When we were going 
to leave, around 19:00, a Ukrainian military convoy drove through the 
village. Several armored vehicles and trucks with distinctive markings of 
the Ukrainian army, together with a large number of military personnel, 
were moving in the direction of the village Starovarvarovka.

Early in the morning of May 15, the Ukrainian TV channel ‘Inter’ 
reported that the Ukrainian forces had carried out an ‘antiterrorist 
operation’ in that village. From the locals we learned that during the night 
the Ukrainian military had fired on three cars: ‘Niva’, in which villager, 
Yelena Ott, had been killed; ‘Zhiguli’ with two residents of Kramatorsk, 
who were returning from fishing and miraculously survived, but were 
injured; and a minibus, which was also transporting civilians. We talked 
with the relatives of the deceased woman, with eyewitnesses, found 
fishermen’s ‘Zhiguli’ and the injured fisherman. We also learned that a 
car had disappeared and no one knew about the fate of the people in 
it. We filmed all this on our video camera and sent it to the broadcast 
on our television channel. From what I saw, it can be concluded that 
there was no clash with the DPR militia in the village Starovarvarovka, 
but rather a punitive operation was carried out, as a result of which 
civilians were killed, wounded, and several people are missing (most 
likely captured).

On May 16 and 17, we did not leave Kramatorsk. We heard shooting 
at the airport several times and went there, but did not see any hostilities 
or victims. We also learned that during those days the representatives of 
the militia of the Donetsk People’s Republic were negotiating with the 
Ukrainian military controlling the airport, to lay down their arms and 
leave with the guarantee of their complete safety. But the negotiations 
came to nothing. 

Early in the morning of May 18, again, gunfire was heard in the area 
of the airport. We came to the city administration, where there were 
usually many DPR militia fighters, and tried to find out the reason for 
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the firing in the area of the airport. One of the fighters said that the 
Ukrainian military had left the territory of the airport.

We ‘hitched’ a ride from a local resident and went towards the 
airport. Within one kilometer before reaching it, we went on foot to find 
out whether the Ukrainian military was there. In the immediate vicinity 
of the airport there are local ‘dachas’ and houses. On the way we met 
several frightened passers-by, who said that there was shooting and 
that they were scared for their life. When we were within a few hundred 
meters from the airport, intensive shooting started that got closer every 
second.

Suddenly, we saw two APCs of the Ukrainian army. Each of them 
had a few soldiers on board. They spotted us and opened fire, in fact, 
aiming and shooting us in the head. Raising our hands, we shouted 
loudly that we are journalists. The military knocked us to the ground, 
searched and put us on the APC. A few minutes later we stopped at the 
airport grounds. There, one of the soldiers hit me twice in the face with 
his fist. Then they took off our shoes, pulled out everything from our 
pockets and backpacks. I also saw that they drove up with a middle-
aged man in civilian clothes (shirt, shorts, flip-flops). He explained that 
he was on his way to his mother’s and accidentally ended up on the 
spot of the shootings. He was beaten in the face and searched.

A few minutes later the three of us were put on a bench, hands 
tied behind our backs, and tied to the bench. We were in this position 
for about an hour, we were interrogated in this position and had our 
stuff documented. I am convinced that the military realized that we 
were journalists. We did not have weapons, we were dressed in civilian 
clothes and we had cameras and transmitting equipment. Nevertheless, 
they accused us of being involved in a fight on the side of militias. They 
pointed at a car with broken windows and bullet holes, standing close 
by, and said that the people in the car were killed ‘terrorists’.

From the location of the car, the soldiers brought a weapon and 
stated that we had something to do with it. It was a green-colored metal 
object, cylindrical in shape with large letters that read: ‘ПЗРК’1. We were 
told that we had brought this weapon from Russia and that it could not 
have appeared there in any other way. From the soldiers’ conversation, I 

1   ‘MANPADS’ (man-portable air-defense system).
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“We cannot pretend that in Ukraine there are no politically motived 
murders, massacres and torture. We cannot pretend that there are no 
kidnappings, attacks on journalists and human rights activists, and 
imprisonments for political reasons. It has come to the point that Kiev 
extremists offer rewards for the heads of journalists”. 

From the speech of the Permanent Representative of the 
Russian Federation to the United Nations in New York, USA, and 
the Representative of the Russian Federation at the United Nations 
Security Council, Vitaly Churkin, at a public meeting of the UN 
Security Council.” 

March 20, 2014

Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United 
Nations in New York, USA, and Representative of the Russian 
Federation at the United Nations Security Council, Vitaly Churkin, 
said that a lot of evidence points to the deliberate killing of Russian 
journalists Igor Kornelyuk and Anton Voloshin near Lugansk. The attack 
on the journalists was condemned in the UN and other international, 
non-governmental and human rights organizations. After the murder 
of the journalists, the UN Security Council adopted a press statement 
in which it called for the investigation of “all incidents of violence” 
against journalists working in Ukraine.

“We need a thorough investigation of this crime. Too much evidence 
points to the fact that it was a deliberate action,”- said Churkin at the 
meeting of the UN Security Council on Ukraine.

June 24, 2014 
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realized that we were supposed to be picked up by a helicopter. After a 
while, we were put into different armored personnel carriers (APCs) and 
for about 10 minutes transported across rough terrain. When I heard 
the roar of the helicopter, I was taken out from the APC. Bending down 
my head, they led me by my arms tied behind my back. I had no chance 
to see anything except the ground, but I noticed Oleg on his knees with 
his face buried in the grass, and lying next to him wrapped in a blanket 
was the MANPADS.

We were forced to climb into the helicopter and ordered to lie on 
the floor. With a kick to my back, they ‘helped’ me lie down. We flew for 
about 20 minutes. During the flight, the military put their feet on my 
back several times and pulled the rope so tight around my hands that 
very soon I stopped feeling them.

When the helicopter landed, we were picked up from the floor, 
bent down, and led out. I did not see any people, or the place where 
we were. They put me on my knees and forced my forehead into the 
grass. After that, they put two bags out of synthetic material over my 
head and wound them with scotch tape around my neck. When I cried 
out that I found it hard to breathe, they hit me with something hard on 
the head. After that, they loaded me into a car and drove for about five 
minutes.

When the car stopped, I was pulled out and brought to a place 
where I had to take a few steps down some earthen footholds. By the 
much lower temperature, dull acoustics and the smell of damp earth, I 
realized that I was in a pit about 2 meters deep. Following me down into 
the pit, someone taped my legs together at the ankles. In this position 
I was left for a few hours. In addition, from above, I could hear constant 
threats to kill me; overhead they constantly chambered the bullets of 
weapons being readied to fire; threw stones at me.

Above, using aggressive tones and swearing, male voices argued 
that this weapon (MANPADS) was mine and that the evidence of my 
guilt was obvious. Explanations that I was a journalist were ignored. 
Only after dark (I think, after five to seven hours) a man came down into 
the pit, cut the tape from my legs and instead of the rope, tied my hands 
with tape. I was lifted out of the pit, put on a box; the tape around my 
neck was loosened, so that I could have a drink, and then they began 
asking about the circumstances of the detention, about what we did 
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the previous days. After the interrogation, which lasted a few minutes, I 
was again lowered into the pit. Threats of execution and the ‘dirty tricks’ 
of the military could be heard throughout the night.

In the morning I was raised out of the pit, brought to a car (most 
likely cargo, equipped for the transport of prisoners), led into a small 
metal compartment and closed in from the outside. Then we drove for 
a long time. Because of the extreme heat, lack of air and the bag on my 
head, I lost track of time. Periodically, I heard the conversation of our 
guards. There were names of the cities of Poltava, and at the end of the 
road – Kiev.

Approximately after 10 hours of travel our escorts revealed 
the address where we were going in a telephone conversation – 6 
Vozdukhoflotskaya Street. We meandered around the city for a long 
time. Then we were unloaded from the car and taken to a cool place. I 
heard that this was the headquarters building of the Ministry of Defence 
of Ukraine, and realized that Oleg was brought along with me, since he 
replied something to the escort’s question.  

They took me to some room, first seated me, and then laid me on 
the floor, and kicked several times in the groin area. I could not see who 
did it, since the bag was still on my head. I was in this position for several 
hours. A few times I was forced to my feet and had to do squats. 

About four hours later I was taken somewhere. I was seated on 
a chair, and had the bag removed. A man in a suit sat at the table, 
introduced himself as the investigator of the Military Prosecutor’s Office 
and demanded to tell him in detail everything that happened during 
our business trip. He put a list in front of me with articles of the Criminal 
Code of Ukraine and explained that these articles can “put us behind 
bars.” There were articles on ‘Terrorist Act’, ‘Espionage’, and ‘Terrorism’. I 
described in detail everything about our work. I had nothing to hide. 
We did not take part in any hostilities; we did not hold weapons in our 
hands. 

After this interrogation, I was transferred to another room, 
where I again described in detail about how our trip took place, to 
the SBU investigators. Both interrogations took about five hours. The 
investigators wrote down everything I said and then printed it out as 
a record of interrogation, which I signed, as written in line with my 
testimony. Then, I was taken to another room where I saw Oleg for the 
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first time in two days. Our belongings lay on two tables. To my surprise, 
there was no money (about 20 thousand hryvnias, 100 thousand rubles 
and $500); laptop; or two expensive smartphones ‘iPhone.’ Our stuff, 
equipment and documents were all mixed up together with other 
people’s things and documents. I can state that it was stuff from the 
shot-through car, which we saw at the airport in Kramatorsk when we 
were detained. We were asked to separate out our things, which we did.

Around 5 o’clock in the morning we were taken to a room where 
there were three mattresses, given something to drink, to smoke and 
left to sleep. In this room we spent five days. Outside, two armed men 
in civilian clothes guarded us round the clock. Each pair of guards’ 
shift lasted for 12 hours. During the day we were allowed to go to the 
toilet and smoke alone, accompanied by guards. Twice we were taken 
into the shower. Since it was the territory of the Ministry of Defence, 
soldier-conscripts brought us food. Those days we were not beaten, but 
we were not allowed to make even one phone call to relatives to let 
them know that we were alive. No one spoke with us, and no one gave 
explanations about our status, no one talked about the prospects of our 
stay in captivity – we were held incommunicado, cut off from all sources 
of information.

Late on May 24, 2014, i.e. on the seventh day after our detention, 
armed men in civilian clothes entered the room. They shackled our 
hands behind us in handcuffs, put bags on our heads, brought us 
out and put us in different cars. I did not see where, and with whom 
I was going. After 10-15 minutes, I was moved into another car. After 
some time – into a third. There I again felt that Oleg was close. When 
the escort’s phone rang, he did not speak in Russian or Ukrainian. It 
was Chechen. Between the phrases that I did not understand, I heard 
the words ‘airport’ and ‘business terminal.’ A few minutes later the car 
stopped, our handcuffs were taken off and we were allowed to take 
off our bags. We saw two men. One of them introduced himself as a 
representative of the head of the Chechen Republic in Ukraine and said 
that in a matter of minutes we would fly to Russia. And so it happened. 
After a glitch at passport control, nonetheless we were allowed on the 
runway. The plane took off and our Chechen escorts told us that we 
were flying in Ramzan Kadyrov’s airplane to Grozny, and then would fly 
to Moscow.
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On June 6, 2014, in violation of the provisions of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War of 12 August 1949 and the Protocol Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection 
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), of 8 
June 1977, the Ukrainian military, members of the National Guard 
of Ukraine and militants of the ‘Right Sector’, near Slavyansk in the 
Donetsk region, using weapons, seized as hostages citizens of the 
Russian Federation, journalists of TV and Radio Company ‘Star’ – 
Andrey Sushenkov and Anton Malyshev – who did not participate 
in the armed conflict, then transported them to the territory of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine unit in the area of Izyum, Kharkov region. 
There, they were illegally detained until June 9, 2014, and suffered 
physical and mental abuse through systematic beatings and other 
violent acts.

Anton Malyshev, assistant operator, TV and Radio Company 
‘Star’

The management of TV and Radio Company (TRK) ‘Star’ instructed the 
operator, Andrey Sushenkov, and me to prepare reports about the 
inauguration of President-elect of Ukraine, Pyotr Poroshenko, which 
was to take place in Kiev on June 7, 2014.

On June 4, 2014, early in the morning, we arrived in Kiev. As I 
understood, representatives of the border service, invited us in turn 
into a special room where we were questioned about the purpose of 
our visit to Kiev. I replied that I am the assistant cameraman of the 
Russian TV and Radio Company ‘Star’ and that, together with operator 
Sushenkov, we were to make a report about the inauguration of 
Pyotr Poroshenko and events taking place in Ukraine. We had no 
prohibited items or weapons. We had about 9,000 hryvnia on us and 
I still had a VTB-24 bankcard. The border guards examined our papers 
carefully, and then told us that they had no claims against us, we 
could remain on the territory of Ukraine and engage in professional 
activities.

In the evening of June 4, 2014, a colleague from the Coordination 
Department of TRK ‘Star’ called and said that in the morning we were 
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to fly to Dnepropetrovsk, and from there to head on to Donetsk and 
be ready to take a report about Poroshenko’s visit, since he said that 
immediately after the inauguration he would go to the troubled region, 
namely Donetsk. 

On June 5, 2014, we flew to Dnepropetrovsk, and from there by 
taxi arrived in Donetsk. There we met with colleagues from the filming 
crew of TV and Radio Company ‘Star’, completed the accreditation 
process with the representatives of the Donetsk People’s Republic 
and got permission to cover the events taking place in Donetsk. In the 
evening, instructions to go to Slavyansk were received from Moscow. 
On June 6, 2014, we went by taxi to Slavyansk, where we were 
supposed to do a joint coverage report with TRK ‘Star’ correspondent, 
Mariya Osipova.

We got to the checkpoint before entering the town. At least 50 
military of the Ukrainian army, armed with automatic rifles, guarded 
the post, and at least 3-4 APCs stood there. The driver (local taxi driver) 
stopped at the checkpoint on the orders of the military blocking our 
way. We got out of the car. We were approached by three soldiers, 
and handed over our documents to them, explaining that we were 
journalists from TRK ‘Star’, came to cover the events in Slavyansk. One 
of them radioed someone, took our papers and left. Another gave 
us masks with cutouts for eyes and told us to put them on the head 
backwards. We obeyed.

At this time a mortar attack began, and we were let down into 
some trench or dugout. I heard someone saying that he did not want 
any trouble with us, and handcuffed me to Sushenkov. After a while our 
masks were removed and tight bags were put on our heads, through 
which nothing could be seen. After 20-30 minutes, the helicopter 
arrived. We were guided by hands and rushed to the helicopter, pushed 
inside and laid on the floor. We flew approximately 15-20 minutes. 
During the flight, someone shouted that we are ‘free riders’ and began 
to kick us down. I was struck on the body 3-4 times by a foot in ‘ankle 
boots’.

After landing, we were taken from the helicopter, and for some 
time lay on the field beside it. According to the Ukrainian military, we 
were brought to one of the units of the Airborne Forces of the Ukrainian 
army, based in Izyum. Then we were moved to some other premises, 
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and later I learned that it was a metal cabin of a vehicle. Our military 
escorts ordered us not to talk to each other.

I was the first one taken out of the box van of the car, taken to a 
military field tent and had the bag removed from my head. Hands were 
handcuffed behind my back. There were four or five men in Ukrainian 
military camouflage without identification or insignia, but the collars 
had tabs. Then I had my first interrogation. 

Everyone who was there asked questions. First, they asked who I 
was, where I worked, and the purpose of my visit. I replied that my fellow 
and I were journalists with Russian TV and Radio Company ‘Star’, and 
came to Ukraine to cover the inauguration of president Poroshenko; 
then, the editors sent us on assignment to Slavyansk. In response, I was 
told that we were on Ukrainian territory illegally and had violated several 
articles of the Criminal Code, in particular, entering the country with 
false documents. In addition, we had misled state authorities, saying 
that we had come to cover the inauguration of the president, while 
instead we arrived in the Donetsk region, and had begun covering the 
hostilities. During the interrogation, one of the military stood behind 
me and inflicted blows. When I replied that I was not a spy-saboteur, but 
a journalist and in Ukraine on the instructions of the editorial board, he 
shouted that I was lying and beat me with his fists about the kidneys 
and on the head. During the first interrogation, which lasted about 40 
minutes, I did not sign any documents.

After the interrogation, a bag was put on my head again and I was 
taken to the so-called ‘cell’, which was a box van, affixed to the trailer bed. 
The box van was a small box with a low ceiling so that it was impossible 
to stand full-height. Inside were bunks and a hole in the floor for a toilet. 
Besides me there were five people there, according to them, all citizens 
of Ukraine, who were detained for various reasons. Among them were: 
a man, judging by the tattoos on the body, previously convicted; a 
father and son; and a man accused of separatism. Sushenkov had been 
detained elsewhere. In the box van I was not allowed to take the bag off 
my head and my hands were handcuffed behind my back. I spent the 
night there.

On the morning of June 7, 2014, I was given food. Afterwards, I was 
brought to the same tent for questioning. The man was one of those who 
had interrogated me the day before. He copied the contact information 
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of my colleagues from my mobile phone, which they had taken earlier, 
asking who these people were. Then he began to exert psychological 
pressure on me, forcing me to admit that Russia was acting illegally; 
that it was an occupant country; and Russian people (calling them 
‘you’) were killing Ukrainian citizens. During that interrogation I was 
not beaten. This man asked in detail: who of the employees of the TRK 
‘Star’ was a former serviceman, who had been in ‘hot spots’ during their 
service and while working as a journalist, which colleague had ties with 
Russian special services. I replied that I did not know. The interrogation 
lasted about an hour. Then the bag was put on my head and I was led 
back to the box van.

In the evening I was brought in for questioning again. This time 
there were several people in the tent – two or three of those who had 
questioned me before. They brought a small video camera and told me 
to record my appeal to my father and my girlfriend, telling them my 
whereabouts and what happened to me. I agreed to record a statement, 
in which I told that I was alive and well; that I was a prisoner of the 
National Guard of Ukraine soldiers. I also said that I was fed poorly. 
After that I was forced to record a video message, in which I explained 
who I was, my occupation, how I came to Ukraine, how I was captured, 
and I denied being in the military. Once again they began exerting 
psychological pressure, trying to record me saying that I do not agree 
with the policy of Russia in Ukraine; that Russia violates international 
norms and rules; occupied Ukrainian territory. I refused, and because 
of this I was beaten with hands about my kidneys and on the head. 
Altogether, they struck at least 2-3 blows. When the interrogation was 
over, I was taken to another box van and the handcuffs were unlocked. 
I was kept there alone. At that moment I did not know Sushenkov’s 
whereabouts. 

The next day, June 8, 2014, I was woken up and food was brought 
in. After that, handcuffed, with a sack over my head, I was taken in for 
questioning. This time the bag was not removed and, judging by his 
voice, a different person, whom I had not seen previously, asked me: 
who I was; what brought me to Ukraine; my occupation. I repeated 
what I had said before. From my words, he noted down addresses and 
phone numbers of my close relatives, after which I was taken back, the 
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handcuffs were removed, but I was forced to sit with the bag on my 
head.

In the evening I was brought in for questioning again. Two 
military men, which had questioned me previously, clarified some 
telephone numbers from my notebook and said that I would go home 
now. Then they brought Sushenkov into the tent, and he confirmed 
my name.

After a while, Sushenkov and I were taken to the border and handed 
over to the Russian officials. This occurred on the border between 
Kharkov and Belgorod regions. The transfer took place on June 9, 2014 
at one o’clock in the morning. 

In Moscow, the TV station management sent us to the Burdenko 
Hospital, where doctors examined us.

On June 14, 2014 at about 16:30, at the checkpoint on the 
route Donetsk – Dnepropetrovsk in the area of the settlement 
Pokrovskoye, Donetsk region, in violation of recognized 
international norms, Ukrainian soldiers, members of the National 
Guard of Ukraine and ‘Right Sector’ militants, with the aim of 
obstructing the lawful professional activities, under the threat of 
violence dangerous to life and health, with the use of firearms, 
captured and moved forcibly and against their will into the 
building, located in Dnepropetrovsk, Russian citizens – journalists 
of the TRK ‘Star’ – Yevgeny Davydov and Nikita Konashenkov, who 
took no part in the armed conflict. 

During that period, until 15:00 on June 16, 2014 – Davydov and 
Konashenkov were illegally detained in the building; systematically 
subjected to beatings; forced to disseminate knowingly false 
information about events in Ukraine, and to renounce claims to the 
representatives of the Ukrainian forces who illegally detained them.

Under the threat of violence dangerous to life and health of 
Davydov and Konashenkov, the kidnappers called the editorial board 
of the TRK ‘Star’ demanding a ransom of 200 thousand US dollars for 
the release of the Russian journalists.
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Yevgeny Davydov, a correspondent for TRK ‘Star’

On May 14, 2014, I was part of the filming crew and, together with 
Suranov and Konashenkov, arrived in Kiev. The editorial board had 
issued an assignment to go to Donetsk to cover the pre-electoral 
situation in the region. At 17:30 we flew to Donetsk.

On May 15, 2014, in the morning, we arrived at the former 
Administration building of the Donetsk region, where the DPR 
headquarters was, to obtain accreditation. With the necessary 
documents in hand, we began to work. During the day we filmed at the 
DPR headquarters and then in the city; talked with the representatives 
of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic. 

On the morning of May 17, 2014, we went by taxi to Slavyansk, 
passing several roadblocks –those of both the militias and the Ukrainian 
army. We were in Slavyansk until May 24, filmed the consequences 
of hostilities; and talked with local residents, doctors, militia; tried 
to talk with the Ukrainian forces near the village of Malinovka, but 
they opened fire into the air, and we had to go back. We worked both 
in the city and in the surrounding area: in the villages Andreyevka, 
Semenovka, microdistricts of Vostochny and Artem, as well as in 
Kramatorsk.

On May 24, 2014, we went by taxi to Donetsk.
On the day of presidential elections in Ukraine, we spoke with local 

residents, filmed a rally on Lenin Square and a march to the residence 
of R. Akhmetov.

Then we worked during the fighting at the airport. We came 
under mortar shelling at the railway station of Donetsk. Also filmed in 
the hospital, talked with doctors and militias, and attended the press 
conferences given by the DPR leaders – Pushilin and Boroday.

On May 29, 2014, together with the operator and sound engineer 
for the TV channel ‘Star’, who had arrived in Ukraine, we left for Slavyansk 
on assignment from the editorial board. Our car-taxi came under fire 
near the village Cherevkovka, and we were forced to return to Donetsk. 
On the way, in Kramatorsk we managed to interview one of the militia 
leaders.

Early in the morning of May 30, we made a second attempt to break 
through to Slavyansk. In the same group we arrived in town. We filmed 
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the story of the children, talked with doctors of the destroyed children’s 
hospital and residents of the city. The next day, we returned safely to 
Donetsk.

From June 1 to 14, 2014, we worked in Donetsk, attended press 
conferences organized by the DPR militia, communicated with residents, 
filmed demonstrations, reported on life in the region in our programs. 
Several times, we went to the neighboring villages in the direction of 
the Russian-Ukrainian border. For security reasons, we used the roads 
controlled by representatives of the DPR.

At DPR militia checkpoints, I saw mostly small automatic weapons: 
Kalashnikov assault rifles, rocket-propelled grenades. I did not see any 
heavy weapons and combat armored vehicles. At the checkpoints of 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces and the Ukrainian National Guard, I saw 
combat armored vehicles – APC, IFV and a tank.

Around 11:00 on June 14, 2014, Nikita Konashenkov and I left 
Donetsk since our assignment was completed. We had pre-purchased 
tickets to Moscow from the Dnepropetrovsk airport, because the 
Donetsk airport was not operational.

At 13:30 (local time), representatives of the National Guard of 
Ukraine stopped our taxi some 120 km from Dnepropetrovsk. We did 
not have professional TV equipment with us. The soldiers checked 
our documents, which stated that we were journalists, from TRK ‘Star’, 
carefully inspected our personal belongings and telephones. After that, 
without explanation we were blindfolded, put into a car and taken to an 
unknown destination.

The trip lasted about 10 minutes, and then we were pushed 
into some cellar. First, we were in different rooms. We were asked for 
passwords to our gadgets and demanded to give passwords to our 
bankcards, which, fortunately, we did not have. Then they punched 
and kicked us several times, threatened with death, saying they would 
bury us right here and no one would look for us. Threats continued for 
an hour. They seized all Konashenkov’s and my valuables, including 
telephones, money, watches, glasses, etc.

Then we were blindfolded and taken out into the street and put 
into a car. After deciding for some time what to do with us, they drove 
us to Dnepropetrovsk. Approximately at 17:00 in Dnepropetrovsk we 
were joined by a car displaying the symbols of the ‘Right Sector’, which 
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escorted us to the city center. We were brought to the third floor of 
some building, with many armed men everywhere.

They took me in for questioning first. The driver of the vehicle 
of the ‘Right Sector’, a man of about 35 with short hair and a strong 
constitution, asked me questions. About 4-5 armed men attended the 
interrogation, but only one actually interrogated. First, he hit me in the 
face and body with his hands and feet several times, then began to ask 
questions. The rest did not participate in the interrogation, but struck 
me.

Who these people were, I do not know, they did not introduce 
themselves; but when I was taken in and out for questioning, I noticed 
that the ground floor was occupied by officers of the Security Service 
of Ukraine (SBU), the second and third – by the ‘Right Sector’, since its 
posters and emblems hung in the corridors.

During the interrogation, I was asked: whether Konashenkov and 
I worked for the special services of the Russian Federation; if we knew 
how to handle weapons; accused us of biased coverage of what was 
happening in Donbass. After the interrogation, I was taken out into 
the corridor. About half an hour later, Konashenkov was led in for 
questioning. Altogether, they interrogated us in turn until about 1:30. 
At some point they again began to take us in for questioning one 
by one with a bag on our head and in separate rooms. Another man 
interrogated us there, apparently, a representative of the SBU, but he 
also did not introduce himself.

The one who questioned me, called our editorial board from 
my phone, which had been taken away from me earlier, announced 
himself as ‘the president’ and demanded a ransom for us in the 
amount of 200 thousand US dollars. In addition, using my tablet PC, 
which had been taken away also, they contacted my wife through 
social networks, and also demanded a 200 thousand US dollars 
ransom. Similar messages were sent to several of my friends. They 
also contained statements threatening to kill us if they did not receive 
the money. 

The man, who interrogated me, hit me several times with his hand 
across my left ear and chin. Those who restrained us talked amongst 
themselves, saying that if the money were not received by morning – we 
would be killed; and if the money does come – we would be released. 
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During the call in the office Konashenkov and I were together. He was 
also punched several times in the face and body.

That evening, we were forced to write under dictation something 
like a statement of having no claims against the representatives of the 
‘Right Sector’ and stating that our injuries were sustained previously 
in some fight. In addition, under dictation, I wrote an explanation 
that in my reports on Slavyansk, I had shown episodes and had given 
explanations that did not correspond with reality.

Then, in came a young man in civilian clothes. He sent several 
documents, which were stored on my tablet computer, to his e-mail 
account. After that, he jotted down questions that were dictated to him 
by the man. I was told that a video would be recorded now. I was to give 
my personal details and answer the questions just as I had done in my 
explanations written under dictation, i.e.: my stories do not correspond 
to reality; I have no claims against the representatives of the ‘Right 
Sector’; all the beatings I had received earlier, in a brawl. Fearing more 
beatings, I fulfilled all the requirements. After the video shooting, the 
interrogation continued for a while, and then Konashenkov and I were 
taken to a cell.

Late at night, handcuffed and wearing bags on our heads, we were 
led into the street, put into a car and taken somewhere. After a while, 
apparently, someone called, and plans changed. We were blindfolded 
and taken, as it turned out, to the regional administration building, 
located next door to the building where the interrogation had been 
conducted. Representatives of the ‘Right Sector’ brought us in and 
left. When the blindfolds were removed, we saw several armed men. 
A middle-aged man, who introduced himself as Gennady, said that we 
were safe. We were given water and then taken to the hotel ‘Astoria’ – to 
a small room on the fourth floor and warned not to do anything stupid. 
Several armed men were standing guard behind the door all the time. 
Sometimes, someone came into the room and talked to us about the 
political situation in Ukraine. No physical force was applied to us.

On June 16, 2014 at about 14:00 (local time), we were handed over 
to the representatives of the Russian Embassy. On the same day, we 
flew back to Moscow.

During my illegal detention, my business mobile phone belonging 
to the editorial board, my personal mobile phone, a watch, a gold 
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wedding ring, a tablet computer and 2,000 rubles were taken from me. 
All of the items mentioned above have not been returned to me to this 
day. 

In violation of international norms, on June 17, 2014, as a result of 
the precision mortar shelling, from the direction of the Ukrainian 
military, along the highway Lugansk – Schastye, Anton Voloshin, a 
citizen of the Russian Federation, a sound engineer of the All-Russia 
State Television and Radio Broadcasting Company (VGTRK), who 
did not take part in the armed conflict – was killed while carrying 
out his professional duties. Carrying out his professional duties and 
not having participated in the armed conflict, citizen of the Russian 
Federation – the VGTRK correspondent, Igor Kornelyuk, sustained 
serious bodily injury. He died from his injuries in a hospital in 
Lugansk.

Viktor Denisov, operator, the Directorate of Information 
Programs, the All-Russia State Television and Radio Broadcasting 
Company Branch – ‘State Television Company ‘TV Channel ‘Russia’

I met the sound engineer Anton Voloshin at the beginning of May 2014, 
before the business trip to Ukraine. Since the VGTRK team is huge, and 
the staff work in different shifts, almost never running into each other, 
getting to know someone usually happens when film crews are put 
together.

Colleagues described Voloshin as a highly professional sound 
engineer who was competent in many things, including montage, 
transfer of material, etc. He was spoken of as a good and decent man. 
We got closer on a business trip in May 2014 and the colleagues’ 
assessments coincided with my feelings: he was a friendly, intelligent 
and educated man.

I met correspondent Igor Kornelyuk when he came to Lugansk. I 
loved working with him because he, among other things, was able 
to clearly assign tasks, and these tasks were interesting to perform. 
Kornelyuk could inspire with his plans. I thought he was an intelligent, 
friendly and decent man. 
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The International Federation of Journalists

The International Federation of Journalists expresses 
condolences to Igor Kornelyuk’s relatives. The organization calls 
on the President of Ukraine Poroshenko to immediately launch 
an investigation and punish those responsible for this crime. 

“This is a terrible tragedy, a terrible reminder that Ukraine 
does nothing to protect journalists, although we are constantly 
demanding for action to be taken - said the President of the 
International Federation of Journalists, Jim Boumelha. – “It 
cannot be said that our colleagues were in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. After all, the mission of the journalists is to gather 
news and to inform the world about what is really going on in 
Ukraine. The International Federation of Journalists calls on the 
President of Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko, to immediately initiate 
an independent investigation, so that the perpetrators of this 
crime are brought to justice.” 

prgazeta.ru, June 18, 2014
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On June 17, 2014 at approximately 12:30 (Moscow time), our 
film crew arrived at the checkpoint, located at the entrance to the 
settlement of Metallist in the direction of Lugansk – Schastye, to 
finish filming an episode about the peaceful local population leaving 
the area, for the program ‘Vesti’, which we shot on June 16, 2014. The 
militias stopped us, checked our documents, and allowed us to shoot 
the story without showing their faces. The militias said they would 
bring out the refugees.

We decided that I would go with the militias to film the evacuation 
of the refugees in order not to risk the lives of all the crewmembers. 
Kornelyuk and Voloshin, along with the driver, remained at the vehicle 
in a safe, in our opinion, location. Unlike the militias, we were in civilian 
clothes. Furthermore, our filming equipment was clearly visible: a 
camera, a small tripod, a microphone with a bright inscription ‘Russia’ 
and also capes with the word ‘TV’.

Two militias and I ran towards the refugees, who were located across 
from a gas station, some 10 meters from the checkpoint ‘Metallist’. The 
checkpoint consisted of two ‘Amphibians’ which blocked part of the 
roadway Lugansk – Severodonetsk, about 130 meters from the State 
Traffic Inspectorate post, at the entrance to the settlement in the 
direction from Lugansk. On the roadway, I noticed 5-6 militias guarding 
the post, and the rest were in the woods.

The militias wanted to show the refugees a safe way from the 
settlement Metallist to Lugansk. One of the militias accompanying 
me ran towards the right side of the forest belt (from the direction 
of the gas station), the second – in the direction of the ‘Amphibians’. 
I was running after the second one – about 5 meters behind him. 
We were clearly visible to servicemen of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, 
who, presumably, were in the area of Schastye city. The militiaman 
ordered me to lie near the caterpillar track of the ‘Amphibian’ and 
not go out. I was filming from under the caterpillar looking towards 
the refugees. The militiaman made signs showing the refugees, 
where to go, but they did not see him. Then he came from behind 
the ‘Amphibian’ and walked toward them, passing the burnt car 
parked near the checkpoint. At this point, the first mine exploded 
right next to him. When the smoke cleared, I could no longer see the 
militiaman.
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

From the Report on the forensic medical expert examination of the 
corpse of Igor Vladimirovich Kornelyuk

July 10, 2014

Findings
On the basis of the forensic medical expert examination of the corpse 
of citizen Igor Vladimirovich Kornelyuk, born on 09.05.1977 (37 years 
old), the results of laboratory methods of examination (...), I come to 
the following conclusions:

1. The forensic medical expert examination of the corpse found 
multiple injuries: crushing of the right lobe of the liver, comminuted 
fractures of the right ribs (...); multiple nonperforating and perforating, 
penetrating and non-penetrating fragment wounds of the head, trunk 
and extremities with foreign bodies in the soft tissues, multiple abrasions 
and bruises on the body; singed hair of the head.

These injuries amount to a complex combination of blast associated 
traumas, which caused serious bodily harm, dangerous to human life 
(para. 6.1 of the Appendix to the Order of the Ministry of Health Care 
and Social Development of the Russian Federation of 24.04.2008, No. 
194n “On approval of the medical criteria to determine the severity of 
the injury caused to health”), that has a causal relationship to the death.

The death of citizen Igor Kornelyuk, born on 09.05.1977 (37 years 
old), was caused by a combined blast trauma (...).

3. The mechanism of formation of the injuries included factors 
specific to a blast trauma, inter alia, the thermal effects of explosive 
gas, shock wave, secondary projectiles. Signs of the impact of the 
temperature factor (singed hair of the head) give reason to believe that 
the victim was in the area of the epicenter of the explosion.
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After 2-3 minutes, I heard the second explosion behind me (in the 
direction of Lugansk), and then additional explosions in the direction 
where Kornelyuk, Voloshin and the driver remained. I captured on video 
camera some of the explosions. Shrapnel reached me – this I also filmed. 
The interval between explosions was about 2-3 minutes – there were at 
least twenty explosions.

I realized that I could not return to where my colleagues were, 
because shells exploded in that direction all the time. I ran to the 
refugees, and together with them went through the woods along the 
road away from the zone of fire. There were 7-8 women, two men among 
them. I continued to film, because I thought that the material would be 
suitable for the episode, and at the same time helped an elderly woman 
to walk. All the time while we were walking, the explosions continued. 
Hearing the whistle of flying mines, we dropped to the ground. We 
walked almost a kilometer in the direction of Lugansk, when we finally 
saw the militias on the side of the road. We were put into a car and taken 
to Lugansk.

I was sure that Kornelyuk and Voloshin are alive, but could not call 
them because I did not have a phone. Arriving in Lugansk at about 14:00 
(Moscow time), I went into the apartment, ‘delivered’ the footage to 
VGTRK and began calling the guys. Voloshin’s phone was switched off; 
Kornelyuk did not answer the phone, although the calls went through. I 
called the Department of Coordination of VGTRK and said that I had lost 
touch with Kornelyuk and Voloshin; then I went to the administration of 
the LPR.

I saw the same taxi driver there, with whom we went to the 
checkpoint ‘Metallist’. He was giving an interview to journalists saying 
that three journalists, including myself, were killed.

About 15:00 (Moscow time) I got a call from the VGTRK and was 
told that Kornelyuk had been injured; is in the First regional hospital; 
and asked to go there to get information from the doctors. There were 
a lot of journalists at the hospital. The doctor said that Kornelyuk could 
not be saved, and he died.

As I was told in the press service of the LPR, one of the militia 
witnessed the shelling kill Voloshin. 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

From the Report of the commission’s forensic medical
(forensic medical and molecular genetic)
expert examination of physical evidence

July 16, 2014

Findings
On the basis of the examination of the case materials and physical 
evidence presented, we conclude as follows:

1. The forensic medical expert examination of fragments of the 
body of citizen A.D. Voloshin revealed multiple fractures, delamination, 
crushing of the skin and subcutaneous fat, burning and smoking of soft 
tissue, charring of bone fragments; foreign particle inclusions found in 
soft tissues.

(...)
2. In the presented fragments of the clothing of A.D. Voloshin, 

extensive damage was discovered (tears, dilatation and deformation of 
fabric), traces of thermal impact, traces of layers of particles resembling 
soil, and small particles, attracted to magnet, which were formed by the 
action of factors resulting from a damaging explosive device.

3. Cumulative assessment of the nature of damage detected on 
fragments of the body and clothing fragments, suggests that A.D. 
Voloshin was at the epicenter of an explosion.

(...).
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In violation of recognized international norms, on June 29 – 30, 
2014, near the village of Opytnoye (about 15 km from Donetsk) 
as a result of precision shooting at a bus carrying Ukrainian 
civilians and Russian journalists on the part of Ukrainian military 
servicemen from different types of automatic fire-arms, a citizen 
of the Russian Federation – the operator of the ‘Channel One’, 
Anatoly Klyan, was injured by fire-arms while performing his 
professional duties, who did not take part in the armed conflict. 
He died from his injuries.

Yevgeny Lyamin, a correspondent of the Directorate of 
Informational Programs of the ‘Channel One’

Since 2008, I have been working at OJSC ‘Channel One’, since 2012 –  
in the Directorate of the Information Programs of the ‘Channel 
One’ as a correspondent. My responsibilities include coverage of 
events in the media, in particular on the Russian television ‘Channel 
One’. In connection with my professional duties, as directed by the 
management of the TV channel, I repeatedly went on business trips 
abroad, including Syria in 2013 and 2014, during the fighting there. In 
February 2014, I was sent to Kiev to cover events on the Maidan. The 
last time I was sent to Ukraine was in June 2014. 

On June 6, 2014, I came to Kiev and took the evening train to 
Donetsk.

Around June 11, 2014, the ‘Channel One’ film crew came to 
Donetsk from Kiev including operator Anatoly Klyan, and sound 
engineer, Vladimir Pavlyukov.

On June 29, 2014 around 20:00 (local time), the head of the DPR 
press service said that film crews were invited to cover the event 
where mothers were going to ask the command of the military unit 
located near the village of Opytnoye, to give them back their children. 
The departure was planned to take place from the former regional 
administration building, located in the center of Donetsk, at 21:00.

Klyan, Pavlyukov and I came to the administration building by the 
appointed time and went to the office of the head of the DPR press 
service. There were film crews from NTV and REN-TV and the Ukrainian 
TV channel ‘112’. When we asked why this meeting was to be held in the 
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“Cases of intimidation, assault, physical violence, searches, censorship, arbitrary 
detention, restrictions of movement in respect of media workers have multiplied. 
In the list of crimes, there are even murders – of Russian journalists: A. Stenin, 
A. Klyan, A. Voloshin, I. Kornelyuk; Italian photojournalist A. Rocchelli. We 
strongly condemn the violence in Ukraine against members of the mass media 
and demand to conduct thorough investigations. Firstly, we urge Kiev authorities 
to take effective measures to ensure that the outright ‘hunt’ for those who are 
daily, hourly, risking their lives for the sake of reporting the truth about the tragic 
situation in Ukraine, is stopped.

I would venture to express another thought, ‘on a hot topic.’ As we know, 
enshrined in international documents, the right to freedom of expression 
imposes a special responsibility on those who want to use it. I think that the 
responsibility in this case - and especially in the context of the events in Ukraine 
and the accompanying background tone of the reporting in the West - implies 
the obligation not to remain silent, but fairly, objectively and impartially 
communicate the truth to the world. Tell the truth about the war crimes and 
crimes against humanity in the south-east of Ukraine; the truth about the case 
of ‘snipers’ on the Maidan; the truth about the tragedy in Odessa and Mariupol. 
Finally, tell the truth about the politics of Kiev authorities that whitewash and 
glorify Nazi war criminals and collaborators.

In connection with this, I wish to draw attention to one more point, and 
simultaneously warn against repeating the mistakes of the past. In the 1930s, 
we already faced a situation where everything anti-Russian and anti-Soviet was 
perceived in the West as a priori requiring support and met with enthusiasm. 
On the danger of Nazism and other disturbing trends, people simply turned a 
blind eye. What this has led to - we all know. Therefore, precisely for this reason, 
we believe that the mass media should not turn away from ‘inconvenient’ and 
‘politically incorrect’ topics, especially now, when the neo-Nazi tendencies 
are gaining momentum and are openly justified only because they are directed 
against Russia.” 

From the speech of Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation G.M. Gatilov, at the conference “Russia and Europe: the current 
problems of contemporary international journalism. Global challenges in the 
‘mirror’ of the mass media.” Vienna, Austria, 28 October 2014. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
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evening, the press service spokesmen replied that negotiations with the 
military command had been going on the whole day and that several 
days earlier some mothers had succeeded in picking up three conscripts 
from this military unit. The command is ready for cooperation, but is 
afraid to look like traitors in the eyes of the Ukrainian authorities, and 
this is the reason why exactly the mothers have to go to the military unit 
and personally ask to return them their children.

My film crew and the film crews from REN-TV and the Ukrainian 
channel ‘112’ boarded the bus ‘Bogdan’, in order to record interviews 
with the mothers en route. A convoy of vehicles with representatives 
of the DPR, other film crews, including NTV, followed the bus. It’s hard 
to tell what time it was, since no live broadcasts were planned and I did 
not pay attention to the time.

As we approached the unit, the lights were turned on in the bus; 
the curtains on the windows were opened, so it would be obvious that 
the bus was carrying peaceful civilians. Mothers had pasted posters on 
the windows, “Do not shoot!”, “Son, come home!”, etc. Suddenly, several 
shots were fired into the air from automatic weapons in short, rapid fire. 
I believe the shots were fired in the air, since the bullets did not hit the 
bus. Everything that happened was recorded by video cameras of our 
film crew and REN-TV film crew.

When the shots rang out, the women began to shout: not to 
shoot; that there were soldiers’ mothers and journalists on the bus. In 
response, we heard foul language and orders for us to go back. People 
on the bus, including me, were crouching on the floor, hunched over. It 
became clear that the conversation with the military command would 
not work and that we need to leave. One of the women shouted: not to 
shoot; that we were leaving.

While driving, the bus repeatedly made turns – it seemed to be 
weaving along the road. Sitting on the floor, I could not tell in what 
direction we were going. Besides, it was dark. There were no more 
sounds of shooting, so everyone sat on the seats. 

The bus made it onto a straight road to which we travelled away 
from the military unit less than five minutes. Interior lights were not 
turned off. Then, the driver stopped on the roadside and began to call 
from his mobile phone, presumably to the DPR representatives. People 
got off the bus, including Anatoly Klyan. I also went out, called the 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

From the Report on the forensic medical expert  
examination of the corpse 

of Anatoly Sergeyevich Klyan
July 28, 2014

Findings
On the basis of the forensic medical expert examination of the corpse, 
laboratory data (...), I come to the following conclusions:

1. The forensic medical expert examination of the corpse of 
citizen A.S. Klyan found nonperforating gunshot wounds of the chest 
and abdomen, on the left side, with injuries to 8, 9 ribs on the left, the 
spleen, diaphragm and left lung, which may have formed during the 
night of June 29-30, 2014 from the effects of firearm ‘shell’ (‘shells’), 
the composition of which included antimony, barium, lead.

This wounding occurred while alive, over a short period of time 
(duration of up to several tens of minutes) lasting until death; on the 
basis of danger to life, it qualifies as a serious bodily injury, and death 
has a direct causal link thereto.

(...)
2. (...)
a) the spectral examination of the lung detected elements typical for 

firing products, namely, antimony, barium, lead, in concentrations far 
exceeding the concentration in the control sample, which indicates that 
it was clearly a gunshot wound, caused by a shell (shells), manufactured 
from a lead-based alloy. (...)

3. Taking into account the nature of the injury and the results of 
forensic histological examinations, it appears that citizen A.S. Klyan’s 
death was the result of shock and loss of blood, which developed as a 
result of firearm wounds of the abdomen and chest. (...) The probability 
of the onset of death during the night of June 29-30, 2014 is not excluded.

(...).
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editorial board, and told them that I filmed the scene near the military 
unit. During the call, I saw a white flare in the sky behind the bus, and 
then heard rapid automatic rifle fire targeting the bus. I heard bullets hit 
the body of the bus.

The bus took off. From the corner of my eye, I saw through the glass 
that people began to run inside. All this time the shots continued. There 
was no time or opportunity for me to run around the bus to get inside, 
because the shooting was intense. I ran to the driver’s door, opened it 
and squeezed between the seat and door. When I was closing the door, 
a bullet pierced the glass and injured the driver’s head. Nevertheless, he 
managed to push the gas pedal and the bus began to pick up speed. All 
this time I held the door to keep it closed.

At some point, the driver could no longer cope with the steering 
and the bus slid into a ditch and stopped. I jumped out of the cab and 
ran to the salon to find out whether there were any victims. There, I saw 
Klyan reclining. People began to run out, screaming that we should stop 
a passing car. We stopped a car coming towards us, loaded Anatoly, 
who was wounded in the left side, into it. One of the women and I got 
in the car with Klyan. Just outside Donetsk, he ceased to respond to 
words. In Donetsk, we asked passers-by where the hospital was, but it 
turned out to be a medical center. I demanded to call an ambulance. A 
few minutes later it arrived. Doctors began assisting Klyan. Shortly, they 
reported that Anatoly had died.

On May 13, 2014, special photojournalist of the International 
Information Agency ‘Russia Today’, Andrey Stenin, was sent to carry 
out an editorial assignment in Ukraine, including the cities of Kiev, 
Donetsk, Lugansk, Slavyansk and Mariupol. Since August 5, 2014, 
Andrey Stenin was in the city of Snezhnoye, Donetsk region.

On August 6, he was driving on the road Snezhnoye – Dmitrovka 
in a car that was travelling with a convoy of refugees, which was 
shelled by the Ukrainian forces from the heavy armored vehicles. The 
shelling destroyed more than 10 vehicles with civilians, including the 
one Stenin was in. 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

From the Report on the forensic medical
expert examination of the corpse (the charred remains)

September 3, 2014

Findings
Based on the conducted examinations, taking into consideration the 
circumstances of the case at the disposal of the expert, I come to the 
following conclusions:

1. The remains of the corpses made available for examination 
belong to 5 people, as evidenced by the conducted studies, including 
molecular genetic examination.

2. Remains No. (...) (charred conglomerate of soft tissues and 
bones of the pelvis and charred conglomerate of soft tissues and bones 
of the left scapula) belong to the corpse of Andrey Alekseyevich Stenin, 
born on 22.12.1980, as indicated by the results of molecular genetic 
examination.

3. By the examination of A.A. Stenin’s remains, it was found that the 
body was burnt to the extent of its complete destruction, fragmentation 
and charring.

The total character of damage with total destruction and 
fragmentation of the body, and also the availability of fragments 
delivered along with it, covered with ash of varying degrees of heat, 
testifies that these injuries were caused as a result of prolonged exposure 
to very high flame temperature (at least 680 degrees Celsius) that, given 
the circumstances of A.A. Stenin’s disappearance in the area of combat 
operations, could have happened, for example, as a result of combustion 
in the car and (or) under the influence of special high-temperature 
mixtures (such as a ‘Molotov cocktail’ or napalm).

(...).
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On January 1, 2015, at the Independence Square in Kiev, members 
of radical nationalist organizations –‘Right Sector’ and the party 
‘Freedom’- and other persons supporting anti-Russian views, for 
the purpose of obstructing the lawful professional activities of 
the correspondent of the Russian TV channel LifeNews – Zhanna 
Karpenko and operator Alexandra Ulyanova, forced them to abandon 
the dissemination of information about the torchlight procession 
honoring the birthday of Stepan Bandera. Threatening violence, they 
took away the video camera from the operator, Ulyanova, and then 
broke it.

Zhanna Karpenko, correspondent of the Correspondent 
Services, ‘Media Content’ Company

On December 8, 2014, I was instructed by the editorial board to leave 
for Kiev, together with the operator Alexandra Ulyanova.

On the morning of January 1, 2015, from the Ukrainian mass media 
I learned that at 18:00 at the monument to Shevchenko, not far from 
the metro station ‘Institutskaya’, a rally was going to be held. When 
we got to the monument, we found a lot of people with ‘Right Sector’ 
red-and-black flags, posters with the image of Bandera, as well as anti-
Russian slogans “Moskalyaku na gilyaku”;1 “Whose is Kuban? Kuban is 
ours!”, etc.

Our task was to shoot a few frames, on the sidelines of the crowd, 
go back to the hotel and mount the footage. A journalist from the 
Ukrainian ‘Channel 5’ noticed us and announced, while filming for his 
channel, that Ulyanova and I came from Russia and are reporters for 
channel LifeNews.

We tried to get away from him and moved toward the procession, 
which had already begun to move. Then I saw Oleg Tyagnibok and 
decided to interview him. After filming the interview, Ulyanova went to 
the hotel to mount the footage, and I moved along with the marchers, 
while continuing to shoot.

I was scheduled to go on air at 19:10. By this time, Ulyanova 
came to the Independence Square, and we set up on the other side 

1   “Hang Russians”.
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of Khreshchatik, from where we began our coverage of the events 
that took place in the square. During the direct broadcast connection 
with LifeNews studio, a man in black came up to Ulyanova, showed his 
identification, and began to talk to her. I could not hear what they were 
saying, since I had my earphone on. I learned from Ulyanova that he was 
from the ‘Right Sector’ and his name was Sergey Miroshnikov. When he 
asked to show the footage, the operator said we were recording a live 
broadcast, and he left.

At the end of the live broadcast, we began to collect our 
equipment. Then Sergey Miroshnikov came back with about 20 people 
in camouflage uniforms, some with faces covered by masks and 
carrying extinguished torches in their hands. Miroshnikov asked us 
to show our documents, but we replied that we would communicate 
only with the police. Then he asked to see the footage, and again, we 
refused. I had the conversation while Ulyanova was gathering the 
equipment. Hearing that a conflict was brewing, she turned on the 
video camera.

Miroshnikov started to grab the camera saying, “Give me the 
camera,” but Ulyanova, turning her back to him, covered the camera 
by herself. A struggle ensued in which Miroshnikov clasped Ulyanova 
with his hands from behind and tried to snatch the camera. I attempted 
to push him away from Alexandra, but one of the men in camouflage 
uniform grabbed my arm and dragged me away from Miroshnikov, and 
did not allow me to escape. After taking away the camera, Miroshnikov 
began to tear off the microphone, display, object, and threw it on 
the pavement and kicked it. One of the men, who had come with 
Miroshnikov, picked up the device to connect to the live broadcast, 
which was on the ground next to Ulyanova, and kicked it down into the 
underpass.

All equipment, including the video camera, is the property of 
LLC ‘Media Content’. During the conflict, only the video camera was 
damaged – the device to connect to the live broadcast operates 
properly. While the guy in camouflage and mask tried to break the 
device for airing, Ulyanova ran to the broken video camera and took 
out the memory card with the recorded materials and the recording for 
the live broadcast. At that moment, she slipped and fell to her knees. 
The representatives of the ‘Right Sector’ left.
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Approximately at 19:30 I received a call on my mobile phone 
from the live broadcast studio of LifeNews. The correspondent 
in the studio asked me what was going on. I explained that there 
would be no more shooting because representatives of the ‘Right 
Sector’ broke our video camera. Hearing this, Miroshnikov returned, 
grabbed my hand, pulled out my mobile Apple iPhone 4S and left 
with the crowd.

A correspondent of our studio called this phone. A man answered, 
introduced himself as a police officer – sergeant Petrenko – and said 
that Ulyanova and I were taken prisoner by the ‘Right Sector’.

After Miroshnikov left with the others, I started screaming, – where 
is the police; where we should go – but no one wanted to help us at all 
and only scoffed. After a while, an elderly woman came up and said that 
the police station was not far from the Independence Square. Arriving 
there, I told the policemen about what happened to us in the square a 
few minutes ago. I was questioned first, and Ulyanova asked to let her 
go back to the hotel. In the room she sent the video over the Internet 
to the ‘Media Content’s’ editorial board and went back to the police 
station. They seized Ulyanova’s memory card, and now it is still with the 
police in Kiev.

After 10 days, we received new equipment and went to a meeting 
for the resignation of Prosecutor Yarema in front of the prosecutor’s 
office. There again our camera was broken, and our editor decided on 
our return to Russia.

Yevgeniya Kozlovskaya, correspondent of the Correspondent 
Services, ‘Media Content’ Company

On the basis of LLC ‘Media Content’ management’s order, I was sent on 
a business trip to Kiev from August 31 to November 27, 2014 in order to 
prepare television coverage for the LifeNews channel.

Around November 25-26, 2014, Ukrainian sites carried information 
that football clubs fans and other radical individuals intended to disrupt 
the concert of the singer, Ani Lorak, scheduled for 20:00 Moscow time 
on November 27, 2014 at the National Palace of Arts ‘Ukraine’.

On November 27, 2014 at 19:30 (Moscow time) together with 
the operator of LifeNews channel, Alexandra Ulyanova, we arrived at 
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‘Ukraine’ to verify the information about the disruption of the concert 
and the recording of the report.

Near the Palace of Arts, there were a lot of people. Ulyanova began 
filming. At this time, radicals started throwing eggs at the door and 
shouting offensive remarks against Ani Lorak, calling her a traitor, 
since she lives in Russia, and using abusive language against the public 
security personnel.

One of the Ukrainian TV journalists recognized Ulyanova and started 
yelling to his colleagues to look for a second LifeNews journalist, i.e. me, 
because in our newscasts we had supposedly distorted information 
about events in Ukraine and we needed to be straightened out. 

We were surrounded, asked provocative questions, banished from 
the building of the palace and in rough form ordered to leave Ukraine. 
The situation attracted the attention of radicals, hiding their faces 
behind masks, who started to approach us. When I tried to explain that 
I have the right to film a report just as they do, someone from behind 
hit me on the head, allegedly by hand, holding an egg. I experienced 
severe pain, everything went dark and I saw ‘stars’. Ulyanova turned to 
a police officer requesting help, so we could get out of the crowd, and 
protection for us against aggressive Ukrainian journalists and radicals, 
to which he replied “go back to your Russia”.

Ukrainian journalists and radicals were bending our camera to the 
ground, covering it with their hands, would not allow us to go to the 
scene, threatened us with physical violence, if we would continue to 
film, and called us ‘kamikaze’.

When I tried to explain that I am a journalist and I have the right to 
be here to carry out my legitimate professional duty, one of the radicals 
squirted me in the face from a gas canister. Tears streamed down my 
face, I saw nothing and was completely disoriented. Ulyanova and some 
man began to lead me out from the crowd. At this time someone again 
hit me on the head. In the crowd they were shouting that I should bow 
down to the Ukrainian flag, but I did not. After getting out of the crowd 
and recovering a little bit, I went on the air and talked about what had 
happened.

At 6:00 on November 28, 2014, Ulyanova and I flew to Moscow. In 
the afternoon, my state of health had deteriorated sharply, and I now 
had sharp pains in the head, in the area where I had been hit first. Due to 
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the deteriorating state of health, I was hospitalized – in the Sklifosovsky 
Institute, where I was diagnosed with ‘concussion’.

On January 30, 2015, in Kiev, with the purpose of hindering the lawful 
professional activity, on trumped up grounds, correspondent of the 
Russian TV channel LifeNews Yelizaveta Khramtsova and operator of 
that TV channel Natalya Kalysheva were detained. Subsequently, the 
Russian journalists were deported.

Yelizaveta Khramtsova, correspondent of the Correspondent 
Services, ‘Media Content’ Company

On January 18, 2015 around 12:00 (local time), operator Alexander 
Melnikov and I went to the Taras Shevchenko park in Kiev, where at that 
time the so-called ‘peace march’ was being held. It was our first editorial 
assignment. We had our credentials identifying us as TV channel 
LifeNews staff, and the operator had the video equipment.

When we arrived, there were already a significant number of people, 
as it became known later, about 20 thousand. We began videotaping. 
After the march, at about 14:00 (local time), we decided to record 
interviews with local residents on Khreshchatik. During the recording, 
people began to gather around us, mostly women aged 30 years and 
older who were interested to know, what channel we represented.

At that time, someone said that we had a Moscow accent, and 
most likely, we were journalists from LifeNews. Thereafter insults 
rained on our heads. In addition, the crowd shouted that we were the 
representatives of ‘Putin’s Kremlin propaganda.’ Several people, the most 
aggressive, tried to wrest away Melnikov’s video camera. As a result, the 
microphone was damaged. Our repeated requests to stop this unlawful 
behavior and to call law enforcement officials went ignored.

At one point, the crowd around numbered at least 50 aggressive 
people who shouted insults at us. Two young men, athletic, dressed in 
camouflage uniform without identification signs, asked who we were 
and what was happening. We introduced ourselves. They said that they 
were soldiers of the battalion ‘Aydar’, escorted us out from the crowd 
and offered to accompany us to where we were staying. In order not to 
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reveal our real place of residence, we told that we were staying at the 
hotel ‘Kazatsky’. The young men escorted us to the hotel, and we went 
all the way there without talking.

We checked into the hotel and stayed there until the morning of 
the following day, i.e. January 19, 2015. We informed the management 
of the TV channel about the incident. From January 19-21, 2015 we 
stayed in a rented apartment, and did not do any more filming due to 
the broken equipment.

On January 21, 2015, Melnikov got a call from his supervisor, who 
announced that he needed to fly to Moscow because, being a man, 
remaining in Ukraine as an operator was unsafe. On January 22, 2015, 
Alexander returned to Moscow, and on that same day the operator of 
our channel, Natalya Kalysheva, flew here. From January 23 – 29, 2015, 
we were engaged in our professional activities, filmed various stories, 
and there were no unlawful actions committed against us. One of the 
most interesting stories was a two-day miners’ strike in the area of 
the Government House and the building of the Ministry of Energy. All 
footage was sent to the editorial board.

On January 30, 2015 around 10:00 (local time), we arrived at Leo 
Tolstoy Street and recorded an interview with the makers of a new map 
of the Kiev Metro. About 11:00 we were done and went to McDonald’s. 
At 11:40 we left the cafe and took the taxi, which we had called in 
advance.

At that moment, two strangers dressed in civil clothes, got into 
the car and asked to get a ride. One of them sat on the back seat, the 
second – in the front passenger seat. When we asked who they are, one 
of them presented an ID of the Security Service of Ukraine. He hid the 
information in the credential as well as the photo. The only thing that I 
could read was the inscription ‘The Security Service of Ukraine.’ The men 
talked in a civil manner, did not use any physical violence against us.

According to them, the Security Service of Ukraine had received 
a telephone call that the metro station ‘Leo Tolstoy Square’ had been 
mined. Since we were in the vicinity of this place, we could know 
something about the bomb threat, so we should go with them. We 
refused and asked to call the police.

While we were waiting for the police officers, we called our editorial 
board and told them about the situation. Management advised us 
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to wait for the police, and if they confirmed the authority of the SBU 
officers, to follow them and answer their questions. The policeman that 
came confirmed that they really were officers of the Security Service of 
Ukraine, and we had to submit to their demands.

About 12:10 we arrived at the Security Service of Ukraine. We were 
led into an office on the ground floor. At the checkpoint I showed my 
passport, which was subsequently taken by the SBU officer. In addition, 
they took our mobile phones.

There were several people in the office, and one of them introduced 
himself as Yury. The officers who brought us, left. The one who talked 
to us was a man of about 45, and introduced himself as Sergey. Also, 
a young man with a video camera came into the office and started 
filming what was happening.

We gave them all our personal details and they began asking 
questions, about our professional activities, in particular, when we 
arrived in Ukraine, which scenes we had filmed, whom we interviewed. 
Also, we were asked about our managers, from whom we had received 
editorial assignments and whether or not we were members of the 
special services of the Russian Federation. No physical or psychological 
pressure was exerted on us. The conversation lasted about three hours. 
We were not allowed to make a phone call and inform our management 
of our whereabouts.

The officers of the Security Service of Ukraine said that the 
management had determined that we were to be prevented from 
exercising our professional duties, in particular, reporting on the 
current events in Ukraine. I realized that almost from the moment of 
my arrival in Ukraine, I had been monitored, and the decision to arrest 
and deport me from the territory of Ukraine was being approved. 
There were no official documents drawn up by the staff and I did not 
sign anything.

We wrote handwritten explanations about the date of arrival 
and occupation during the past period. According to the officers, 
the decision to deport had already been signed on January 29, 2015. 
However, due to the fact that we were arrested on January 30, 2015, we 
had to be taken to the territory bordering with the Russian Federation 
that same day. Then we signed off on having been acquainted with 
some norm of Ukrainian legislation on deportation.
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At about 17:00, accompanied by officers of the SBU we arrived at 
our place of residence, where we gathered our personal belongings. 
After that, the same car took us to the Russian-Ukrainian border in the 
Chernigov region, to the checkpoint ‘Senkovka.’ We spent 2.5 hours at 
the checkpoint, while Ukrainian border guards called officials in Kiev. 
Passport control took place at 24:00 (local time). Our mobile phones 
were returned, and we were able to call management. We arrived in 
the Bryansk region, in the territory of the Russian Federation, at 1:30 
(Moscow time). Soon we were picked up by a company car, which took 
us to Moscow.

I think that our detention by the officers of the Security Service 
of Ukraine was illegal, since I do not understand the reasons for 
deportation. To this day, no clear explanation has been provided to me.

On February 25, 2015 at about 15:00, in Kiev, officers of the Security 
Service of Ukraine, with the aim of hindering the lawful professional 
activities, on trumped up grounds, detained Russian journalists of 
the OJSC ‘Channel One’, Yelena Makarova, and OJSC ‘TV Company 
‘NTV’, Andrey Grigoryev, who were preparing a TV report about the 
‘Truth March,’ which was attended by representatives of the radical 
nationalist organization ‘Right Sector’. The journalists were deported 
to Russia and have been denied entry to Ukraine for five years.

Andrey Grigoryev, a correspondent of OJSC ‘TV Company ‘NTV’

Until February 25, 2015, I worked in Kiev, performing the duties of a 
correspondent of the TV channel ‘NTV’. Together with me, from February 
9 – 25, 2015, an operator who works for the Kiev branch of OJSC ‘TV 
Company ‘NTV’ was involved in shooting news episodes.

On February 25, 2015 in the first half of the day, the so-called 
‘Truth March’ took place in Kiev, which was attended by supporters of 
the nationalist movement ‘Right Sector’ and fans of the football club 
‘Dinamo Kiev’. As reported the previous day by the Ukrainian media, 
the organizer was ‘Right Sector’. The purpose of the march was a 
protest against the actions of Ukrainian authorities on domestic and 
foreign policy and the demand for the introduction of martial law. The 
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organizers had announced a demonstration in the central streets of 
Kiev and meetings near the buildings of the Prosecutor General’s Office 
of Ukraine, Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine and Administration of 
the President of Ukraine. 

I informed the producer of the Kiev branch of ‘TV Company ‘NTV’ 
that it was necessary for us to film the ‘Truth March’. We had agreed with 
the operator and the driver to meet on Maidan Square, close to where 
I lived, at 14:00 (Moscow time). On the branch company car, without 
any signs showing it belonged to the TV channel ‘NTV’ and the media, 
we drove to the metro station ‘Arsenalnaya’. According to the march’s 
program, the participants of the march were going to proceed first 
along Moskovskaya Street from the metro station ‘Arsenalnaya’ to the 
Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine, and from there – to the building 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. We had planned to shoot 
the story without going live.

From the metro station ‘Arsenalnaya’ we drove off in the direction 
of the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine, and the operator and I got 
out there. Our clothes did not have any signs indicating we belonged 
to the mass media. The operator had a video camera and I had a 
microphone, without any distinctive sign showing it belonged to the TV 
channel ‘NTV’. There were no representatives of other mass media close 
to us. Along Moskovskaya Street there were police officers, dressed in 
uniform. Traffic along the street was blocked for conducting the march.

We decided to shoot the so-called ‘stand-up’, i.e. a video, in which 
the journalist, while in the frame, gives an explanation of what is 
happening against the background of any objects or events that are 
being reported of. In this case, we recorded my short presentation 
against the background of the supporters of the ‘Right Sector’, moving 
along the roadway behind me in the direction of the operator, i.e. 
the marchers walked directly towards the viewers. The police had no 
remarks regarding our shooting. I unplugged the microphone from the 
camera and went off the road onto the sidewalk while the operator went 
onto the opposite sidewalk. He wanted to shoot the crowd in motion.

When the participants of the ‘Truth March’ caught up with me, I was 
approached by five or six men dressed in dark jackets. One of the men 
was wearing a baseball cap with a ‘Right Sector’ flag patch and on the 
sleeve of his jacket – a black chevron denoting membership in the ‘Right 
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The Council of Heads of State-Run News Agencies of the CIS 
(the CIS Informsovet) expresses serious concern and indignation 
in connection with the facts of the open persecution of journalists 
in Ukraine, first of all Russian, performing their professional 
duties.

Illegal actions of the Ukrainian authorities with regard 
to journalists - the withdrawal of accreditation, intimidation, 
expulsion from the country under false pretenses, as well as 
physical violence by radical forces - are a gross violation of 
international norms.

Such actions are not only directed against specific journalists 
and mass media, but also undermine the possibility of open 
information activity in the territory of Ukraine.

The CIS Informsovet urges the Ukrainian authorities to 
ensure the possibility and security of professional activity of 
journalists in accordance with international commitments of the 
country.

The CIS Informsovet appeals to its colleagues in all countries, 
international journalistic associations and civic organizations to 
speak out in defense of freedom of the press activities in Ukraine.

February 26, 2015
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Sector’ battalion. All men wore distinctive white armbands embroidered 
with red ornaments, which is called ‘vyshivanka’ in Ukrainian. I do not 
know the meaning of the vyshivanka, but only a few of the participants 
in the ‘Truth March’ had them. Any distinctive signs, testifying that they 
belonged to official government authority or security forces, such as 
the police, the Armed Forces of Ukraine, or the Security Service, these 
men did not have.

One man, with a ‘vyshivanka’ armband on his sleeve, asked me to 
show my documents, asking which media I represented. In response, 
I also asked him to reveal his documents and said that I would show 
mine only to a representative of the Ukrainian authorities, for example, 
a police officer. Then the man said that force would not be used, and 
I would not be taken into the forest, and offered to go to the police 
station, demanding to go peacefully. By the behavior of the police 
officers and the men who led me to the Pechersky Police Department, I 
realized that they did this often, because none of the police officers had 
any questions for them.

No violence was used against me, but the words that – force would 
not be used; I would not be taken into the forest and the requirement 
to go peacefully, – I took as a real threat of the possible use of physical 
violence and taking my life in the forest, if I refused to obey and tried 
to escape. Despite the presence of police on the street, I did not expect 
that they would help me, because they are intimidated by supporters 
of the ‘Right Sector’ and are lenient with their actions. Besides, I went to 
the police surrounded by men and headed in the direction they led me, 
i.e. I had been deprived of freedom of movement.

We came to the police department around 15:00 (Moscow time). 
The man who had spoken to me, passed through the turnstile, and 
soon returned with two men dressed in civilian clothes. They did not 
introduce themselves, nor showed their credentials. Just from their 
conversation in the office, I realized that they were police officers.

Everyone went up the stairs to the second floor. In the office, the 
men that brought me reported I was a citizen of Russia, had filmed 
a television program outside, and left. The police officers asked me 
to show my documents. I showed them my Russian passport and 
journalist’s credentials. After taking notes of my personal data, they 
made copies of the documents and said we would wait for the officers 
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of the Security Service of Ukraine. The passport and ID were returned 
to me. I was not forbidden to leave the office, but I did not ask, as I 
decided it would be prudent to remain calm and not provoke the police 
officers. Physical force and special means were not used against me, nor 
threats. The police officers communicated with me in Russian, prepared 
no documents and did not ask me to sign anything.

While I was in the office, I managed to send a message to the 
producer of TV channel ‘NTV’ in Moscow about my detention and that I 
had been taken to the police station for an identity check.

After some time, two men in civilian clothes, who reported that 
they were employees of the Security Service of Ukraine, came into the 
office. The police officers gave them copies of my documents and left.

Officers of the Security Service acted properly, politely, spoke in 
Russian. They asked about the purpose of my visit to Ukraine, length 
of stay, the events and the people that I had time to film. I answered 
honestly. They did not prepare any documents and did not ask me to 
sign anywhere. I asked what we were waiting for, to which they replied 
that I was being deported to Russia, as currently it was not desirable for 
journalists from the Russian mass media to be in Ukraine, and we were 
waiting for documents for deportation. We discussed the length of my 
deportation and the period for which I would be forbidden entry into 
Ukraine. Thereafter, the conversation took a different character.

They began to ask me about the geopolitical situation in Russia, 
my opinion and the opinion of Ukrainian citizens that I know, about the 
events taking place here, the accession of Crimea to Russia.

At about 18:00 (Moscow time) a man brought some document into 
the office that they did not show or read to me. Thereafter, they said 
that now, I was being deported. I asked to stop by the apartment to 
collect my things. They agreed.

In response to the question of how I would be deported, they said 
that if I have no money, they could take me by road to the Russian 
border, and then I would have to get to the settlement of my choice 
at my own expense. I said that I would buy a plane ticket with my own 
money. They were satisfied with that.

When leaving the department, the guard asked me to sign in some 
journal, filling in my personal data, time of entry and of exit, saying that 
by doing so, I testify that I have no complaints against the police. 
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In the apartment, I quickly packed up and we headed to the 
‘Zhulyany’ airport where I bought a plane ticket with my own money.

One of the officers videoed the time of my ticket purchase on a 
mobile phone, without warning me about it or getting my consent to 
film. Passing through border control, in one of the rooms I was read a 
short ruling in the Ukrainian language signed by some general of the 
Security Service of Ukraine. I was not provided with a translator and the 
ruling was not translated into Russian. As I understand the Ukrainian 
language, from its contents, I understood that being a Russian TV 
journalist, I could pose a danger to Ukraine; and therefore, I was subject 
to deportation with a ban on entering the country for five years. The 
ruling could be appealed in court. When I asked for the ruling or a copy 
of it, I was told that the service of a copy is not provided for. A second 
officer was filming, as I was read the ruling, on a mobile phone. The 
officers of the Security Service of Ukraine did not ask me to sign that 
the deportation ruling had been presented to me, and did not put any 
notes in my documents.

After passing border control and submitting my migration card, I 
got on a plane and at 19:50 (Moscow time) flew to Moscow.

Before landing, I called the editorial board from my mobile phone 
and informed them briefly about the incident. My story got into the 
news of the TV channel ‘NTV’. At the Domodedovo airport, I was met by 
journalists from ‘NTV’, ‘REN TV’, ‘Vesti’, ‘LifeNews’ and other broadcasters 
who interviewed me.

Then in Moscow, I learned that on February 25, 2015, a journalist 
from ‘Channel One’, Makarova, had been deported.

My forced deportation deprived me of the opportunity to carry out 
my professional duties in Ukraine. In addition, the story of the ‘Truth 
March’ was not aired due to the fact that I was arrested, taken to the 
police station and could not complete it. 

During the period of February 9-25, 2015, I was in Ukraine as a 
Russian TV journalist and in accordance with my assignment and job 
description carried out my professional duties. I was in Ukraine not 
as a private person, and my deportation was linked to the exercise 
of my professional duties as a journalist, and not to a violation of the 
migration legislation of Ukraine; the commission of any crime on the 
territory of Ukraine; the arrest at the request of any other country; or 
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other conditions laid down, inter alia, in international agreements of 
Ukraine, making my subsequent stay there impossible.

Yelena Makarova, Head of the Directorate of Informational 
Programs, Broadcast Services, Department of the Russian and 
Foreign Correspondent Network in the Siberian Bureau (city of 
Novosibirsk) of OJSC ‘Channel One’

Accreditation is required for the correspondent to attend and report on 
events and activities taking place in the agencies of state power of both 
the Russian Federation and other countries. In other cases, accreditation 
is not required. According to international law in the field of journalism, 
accreditation to visit a country and conduct any journalistic professional 
activities on its territory is not required, i.e. they are free to enter the 
country without accreditation, including Ukraine.

As far as I know, since 2014 the state authorities of Ukraine have 
not provided accreditation to Russian mass media journalists, thereby 
preventing their access to the state authorities of Ukraine. However, 
there was no legislation adopted to this effect. Only on February 12, 
2015, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in the second reading passed a 
law under which journalists of the Russian mass media were denied 
accreditation and prohibited from being in the territory of Ukraine. A 
week later, the Security Service of Ukraine had prepared a list, according 
to which representatives of 115 Russian mass media, with the exception 
of the TV channel ‘Rain’ (‘Dozhd’), were forbidden to be on the territory 
of Ukraine.

On February 11, 2015, pursuant to the management’s order, I went 
on an official business trip to Ukraine to shed light on the situation in 
the country. I was supposed to be on this business trip until April 11, 
2015, inclusive, and able to move freely across the territory, have the 
autonomy of choosing the events that would be stories for filming, 
and towns, where I would prepare those stories. Moreover, I arrived 
in Ukraine on February 11, 2015, and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
passed the law on February 12, 2015. Prior to this, the ban was tacit. 
As far as I know, the coordination service of ‘Channel One’ tried to get 
accreditation for me from the state authorities of Ukraine, but received 
an official refusal.
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In Kiev, the ‘Channel One’ has a local branch office, which employs 
three staff members of the ‘Channel One’: an accountant, an operator 
and a driver. During my business trip, the local branch video operator 
helped me with filming the stories. In Kiev, I settled in a rented apartment.

Every day, I performed my duties as a correspondent of ‘Channel 
One’, participating together with the local staff in shooting scenes 
of events in the city. During my business trip, I was only in Kiev. 
Announcements and information about upcoming events, for which I 
planned to prepare my own stories, I received from the Ukrainian mass 
media: newspapers, television and the Internet.

In late February 2015, on the website of the daily Russian-language 
Ukrainian newspaper ‘News Today’ (‘Vesti Segodnya’), I learned that on 
February 24, in the middle of the day, radical citizens of Ukraine were 
planning to march through the main streets to the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and the Prosecutor General’s Office to express their dissatisfaction 
with the actions of those public authorities. The news interested me, 
and I decided to shoot a story for a news program.

I obtained approval to shoot the story of the march by phone from 
the head of the Planning and Production Department and agreed with 
the members of the local Kiev branch – the driver and the operator – 
that on February 24 in the middle of the day we would go to the metro 
station ‘Arsenalnaya’, to shoot the story about the march. However, 
in the morning on February 24, from the news on the website of the 
newspaper ‘Ukraine Today’ I learned that the march would take place 
on February 25. In the issue of the newspaper ‘News Today’ of February 
24, 2015, in the article “Radicals gathering a march with slingshots”, it 
was reported that on February 25 at 13:00, radical residents of Ukraine, 
including representatives of the ‘Right Sector’, ‘Black Rada’, ‘Revenge’, 
‘Nazhdak’ and football fans, were planning to march, in what they 
called the ‘Truth March’, from the metro station ‘Arsenalnaya’ to the 
buildings of the Prosecutor General’s Office, Ministry of Internal Affairs 
and the Administration of the President of Ukraine, to express their 
dissatisfaction with the performance of these government agencies. 

At 13:45 (Moscow time) on 25 February, together with the 
operator and the driver, I went by the company car to the metro 
station ‘Arsenalnaya’. There were no distinctive signs identifying our car 
as belonging to the mass media, to the ‘Channel One’ or the Russian 
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“Recent measures limiting some Russian journalists to fulfill their 
professional activities in Ukraine are excessive”, - said the OSCE 
Representative on Freedom of the Media, Dunja Mijatovi .

On 12 February, the Supreme Rada decided to strip 
accreditation of some 100 Russian media outlets at all Ukrainian 
public institutions. The list of the media outlets that fell under 
the ban and the reasons for revoking their accreditations or other 
details were not provided.

“The lack of transparency in this matter is troubling - Mijatovi   
said. - The authorities should fully disclose their reasoning for 
these steps and also provide a complete list of the media outlets 
affected.”

www.osce.org/fom/142896  
26 February 2015 
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Federation. The operator had a small video camera. There were no 
distinguishing features indicating the video camera’s affiliation with 
the ‘Channel One’. I only had a small lapel microphone that attaches to 
clothing. The conclusion that we were journalists could only be based 
on our behavior and the presence of our camera.

When we came to the ‘Arsenalnaya’ metro station, there was already 
a big crowd there – mostly middle-aged men but among them there 
were also pensioners and women. Many had red and black flags of the 
‘Right Sector’, portraits of people killed on the Maidan Square in 2014. 
Many of the men were dressed in dark, black or camouflage clothing, 
resembling a military uniform. On the camouflage, I noticed chevrons 
and insignia, in my opinion, indicating the ‘Kiev-1’ battalion. Besides 
them, in the crowd there were football fans with blue scarves of some 
club. Some had armbands on their sleeves of white adhesive tape with 
red ornament. What these armbands meant and who wore them, I do 
not know. The police confiscated sticks and batons from some people.

We filmed a story near the ‘Arsenalnaya’ metro station, and when 
the column began to move in the direction of the Prosecutor General’s 
Office, we went there along with the driver. The operator went on foot. 
Near the prosecutor’s office, we also filmed a story about what was 
happening, interviewed some of the marchers. Among them were a 
middle-aged woman and a man with a red and black flag of the ‘Right 
Sector’ draped around his shoulder.

After the rally, the operator and I, together with the participants 
of the march, went to the building of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Ukraine, taking interviews on the way. There, we continued shooting 
and recorded an interview with the press secretary of the ‘Right 
Sector’, Artem Skoropadsky. Besides us, the march was covered by 
representatives of numerous mass media, many of them Ukrainian as 
well as foreign television channels.

Representatives of the ‘Right Sector’ began to approach journalists 
and check their documents. Seeing this, I decided to quit shooting. 
The driver and I ran to the car and the operator stayed to shoot the last 
overall shot by the building. The crowd had moved on.

When we drove up to the building of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs of Ukraine, we saw representatives of the ‘Right Sector’ detain 
our operator. There was a middle-aged woman with them, whom I had 
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interviewed. The men said that the operator must delete the captured 
footage because we had asked the wrong questions and filmed the 
procession not as they would have liked. The men were holding him 
under the arms and would not release him. I said that we are journalists 
and would not delete the filmed material. Then we were told to show our 
documents. I went to the car for the passport. Returning a few minutes 
later, I learned that the men had already deleted the footage. We showed 
our passports. I explained that I was working for the ‘Channel One’. At 
this time, some of the men who surrounded us, among them was the 
man with the ‘Right Sector’ flag draped over his shoulder, took out their 
mobile phones and started to film us. I called the editor of ‘Channel One’ 
in Moscow and said that there would be no story about the procession 
in Kiev; that we had been detained, and were trying to sort things out.

At this time, a man in a black jacket with an armband on his sleeve, 
ran up and showed me some ID, partially covering it with his finger, so 
I could see only what was written in the Ukrainian language: ‘Security 
Service of Ukraine.’ It was 16:30 (Moscow time). I asked for us to be 
released, but the man said that we were waiting for a car and would go 
with them, that the ‘Right Sector’ was working together with the Security 
Service of Ukraine, that they did the same thing. The conversation lasted 
about an hour and a half. All this time the operator was held by his arms 
and not released.

I was not restricted in my movements, could move away, make 
phone calls to the editors in Moscow, telling them about what was 
happening. However, someone followed me the whole time, overheard 
my conversations and made sure I did not run away. 

During the conversation, we moved across the roadway, and turned 
out to be in front of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine. Our driver 
drove off at this time around the corner of the building located in front 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. There were no police patrols in the 
proximity, so there was no one I could ask for help. 

After a while the middle-aged woman, whom I had interviewed, 
went in the direction where our car had gone, and soon returned with 
the driver. The men demanded his documents. The driver opened his 
wallet. Seeing a business card with the sign ‘press’, the man with the 
Security Service credential took away his documents for the car and 
driver’s license and said he would return them later. Then another man 
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said that they had confiscated our car, but he would leave a phone 
number where we can contact him when our fate becomes clear. 

We all went to our car to go to the Security Service of Ukraine. But 
the men, that had just approached, said that I would go with them. I got 
out, the driver locked our car, and we all went back to the building of 
the Interior Ministry of Ukraine.

Sometime later, a car pulled up, with two young guys and a man, 
about 50-55 years old. The operator and I got into this car and we were 
taken to the Security Service. The driver and our car were left near the 
Ministry of the Interior building.

Before driving off, I asked the man with an armband on his sleeve 
to show me again his ID, to which he replied that this was impossible, 
because if he presented it, I would be liquidated. I took it as a direct 
threat to my life and health, and being amongst these strangers, these 
aggressive men, thought that they could actually kill me.

Between 17:00 and 18:00 (Moscow time), we were brought, as 
I understood judging by the setting, into the building of the Security 
Service of Ukraine. I was led down the hallway of the first floor to the 
right of the entrance, the operator – to the left. After that, I did not see 
him again. He took with him the video camera and the data storage.

I was taken to an office where there were two young men. What 
their positions were, I do not know, they did not tell me and did not 
produce any documents. I was asked about my personal information, 
address of residence, the reason for the trip to Kiev, what I did in the city, 
date of arrival. I replied that I was a journalist of the Russian ‘Channel 
One’ and came to shoot stories and make coverage of events taking 
place in Kiev. When I asked why I had been detained and brought there, 
the men said that I had not been detained, that I had come to them 
myself. All answers were recorded in a special form, but whether it was 
a record of the interrogation, or an explanation, I do not know. They 
communicated with me in Russian without an interpreter.

Then a man with gray hair entered the room and asked if I was 
ready to go to Russia immediately, and I answered that I was not ready. 
He said that the decision was taken and all that was left was signing the 
relevant papers. He asked to choose the means of transportation back 
to Russia: by airplane at my own expense or to be driven by car to the 
Russian-Ukrainian border and released there. I agreed to fly at my own 
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expense. When I asked about the reason why I had been detained, he 
explained that I worked for the Russian TV channel, which had been 
included recently in the list of mass media, banned in Ukraine, and since 
I came not as a private person, but worked as a journalist, I had to be 
deported.

The young men completed the document and read it to me. I 
agreed with the accuracy of the information contained therein and 
signed in the places where indicated. What the document was, I did 
not understand. Then a tall man in a dark blue jacket, who had been 
among those detaining us near the Ministry of the Interior of Ukraine, 
entered the room. When he saw me, he was surprised that I was still 
there. After a while, he came back and brought the documents. They 
read out some document first in Ukrainian, and then in Russian. From 
that document, I understood that because I was working for a television 
channel, banned in Ukraine, and my activities threatened the security of 
Ukraine, I had to be deported to Russia and denied entry to Ukraine for 
a period of five years. Who prepared and signed the document, I do not 
remember. I signed the document, and then asked for a copy. However, 
I was told that they would not give me a copy.

When we had entered the building of the Security Service of 
Ukraine, I was asked by the guard to give him my mobile phones, from 
which I had removed the SIM-cards and batteries, as well as a tablet and 
a lapel microphone. The rest of the things remained with me. When we 
came out of the building, the guard returned all my things.

The officers of the Security Service of Ukraine forbade me to go 
out of the office until they had finished to draft documents. They often 
repeated that the ‘Channel One’ does not show the truth about the 
situation in Ukraine and is deceiving its viewers.

Then another man, who looked about 30-35 years old, came 
into the office. He had a camera. We came out of the building, and 
he began to film my movements, without asking my permission. The 
Security Service officers explained that they were required to film me; 
it was mandatory. We got in the van and came to my apartment, where 
I gathered my things. At about 20:15 (Moscow time) we went to the 
Borispol airport.

Along the way, I called the driver. He said that the car was stolen, 
and he was at the correspondents’ office. I asked the officers of the 
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Security Service of Ukraine, when they would return the vehicle, but 
they said that the car was not taken and that we should go to the police 
and file a report.

At the airport, another officer of the Security Service of Ukraine, who 
looked about 30-35, met me. A copy was made of my passport, I was 
helped to buy a ticket and even assisted through customs. A member of 
the Ukrainian Security Service tried to take pictures of everything, but 
at the airport, they prohibited him from filming.

After passing border control, I got on a plane and at 21:05 (Moscow 
time) flew to Moscow. At the Sheremetyevo airport, I was met by 
journalists from ‘Channel One’, who took my interview about my arrest 
and deportation from the territory of Ukraine.

I was deprived of freedom of movement in the period from 16:30 
to 21:05 on February 25, 2015 (Moscow time), i.e. from the moment the 
strangers came up to me near the Ministry of Interior of Ukraine, until 
I was on board the airplane. My forced expulsion from the territory of 
Ukraine on February 25, 2015, and not a voluntary exit, which I had 
planned for on April 11, 2015, deprived me of freedom of movement 
within the territory of the two states – Ukraine and Russia, and the ability 
to perform my duties on the territory of Ukraine. The story of the ‘Truth 
March’ that we filmed on February 25, 2015 together with the operator, 
was destroyed, the video recording erased by the supporters of the 
‘Right Sector’ and officers of the Security Service of Ukraine, so the story 
was not aired on the ‘Channel One’. Due to the fact that the operator 
and I were detained and taken to the Security Service of Ukraine, we 
were unable to complete the filming, mount it and send a broadcast, i.e. 
my detention prevented me from performing my professional duties 
as a journalist. On February 25, 2015, I was on the territory of Ukraine 
as a journalist and in accordance with my job assignment and job 
description was there to perform my professional duties. 

After my actual arrest in front of the Ministry of the Interior of 
Ukraine, in a phone call from someone from the ‘Channel One’ staff, I 
learned that on February 25, 2015 in Ukraine, a journalist from the TV 
channel ‘NTV’, Grigoryev, had been detained and deported to Russia, 
just like me. After returning to Russia on February 26, 2015, from the 
TV reports on the detention of Grigoryev in Kiev, I saw that the same 
people had detained him that detained us. 
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Igor Kornelyuk died of his injuries in a hospital in Lugansk

Anton Voloshin was killed by precision mortar shelling of the road section 
Lugansk - Schastye
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Andrey Stenin died August 6, 2014 on the highway Snezhnoye – Dmitrovka

The car, in which Andrey Stenin was driving together with a convoy of refugees 
when it was shelled from heavy armored vehicles
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Place of death of Andrey Stenin

Anatoly Klyan died June 30, 2014 as a result of the shelling of the bus carrying 
civilians and journalists
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Journalist Andrea Rocchelli and human rights activist Andrey Mironov were 
killed in a mortar attack on May 25, 2014 near the village of Andreyevka
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§ 5. The tragedy in Odessa and Mariupol: burned alive

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights  
and Fundamental Freedoms of 4 November 1950  
(as amended on 13 May 2004)

Article 1. Obligation to respect human rights
The High Contracting Parties shall secure to everyone within 

their jurisdiction the rights and freedoms defined in Section I of this 
Convention.

Article 2. Right to life 
Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be 

deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of 
a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is 
provided by law.

Article 3. Prohibition of torture
No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment.
Article 10. Freedom of expression
Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall 

include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information 
and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of 
frontiers.

Article 11. Freedom of assembly and association
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and to 

freedom of association with others, including the right to form and to 
join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

2. No restrictions shall be placed on the exercise of these rights 
other than such as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a 
democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, 
for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health 
or morals or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. 
This article shall not prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on the 
exercise of these rights by members of the armed forces, of the police or 
of the administration of the State.
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Article 14. Prohibition of discrimination
The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this 

Convention shall be secured without discrimination on any ground 
such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, 
birth or other status.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  
of 16 December 1966

Article 2
Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect 

and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its 
jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or 
other status.

Article 6
Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be 

protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.
Article 7
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment.
Article 9
Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one 

shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be 
deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with 
such procedure as are established by law.

Article 19
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without 

interference.
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right 

shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in 
the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

Article 20
1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law.
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2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be 
prohibited by law.

Article 26
All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any 

discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law 
shall prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and 
effective protection against discrimination on any ground such as race, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other status. 

Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities  
of 1 February 1995

Article 9
The Parties undertake to recognise that the right to freedom of 

expression of every person belonging to a national minority includes 
freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas 
in the minority language, without interference by public authorities and 
regardless of frontiers. The Parties shall ensure, within the framework 
of their legal systems, that persons belonging to a national minority are 
not discriminated against in their access to the media.

A flagrant violation of international principles and norms were the 
events of May 2, 2014 in the House of Trade Unions in Odessa, where 
the mass murder of civilians was committed.

On May 2, 2014, more than a thousand militants of the Ukrainian 
nationalist formations ‘Right Sector’ and ‘Maidan Self-Defence’ as 
well as radical Ukrainian football club fans moved in a march through 
the central part of the city, chanting nationalist slogans.

During the riots provoked by the nationalists, a fight and shooting 
began, killing and wounding civilians. By 19:00, an aggressive crowd 
reached the Kulikovo Field square, where the nationalists smashed 
and burned the tent camp of the opponents of the ‘Euromaidan’, who 
were collecting signatures for a referendum on the federalization 
of Ukraine and granting the Russian language the status of a state 
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language. During the confrontation, the attackers used ‘Molotov 
cocktails’, pieces of paving stones and weapons.

Under the pressure of the armed crowd, supporters of 
federalization sought refuge in the House of Trade Unions located 
on the square, which was later blocked and set on fire by Ukrainian 
nationalists.

First, they set fire to the central door, then the hall of the ground 
floor. The fire spread to several floors, as part of the brutal, crazed 
crowd prevented the suppression of the fire, did not allow the fire 
engines to reach the burning building.

The nationalists did not allow the supporters of federalization 
to leave the building, shooting at windows and fire escapes, forcing 
people to jump out of windows, many – to their death. Those who 
managed to escape were brutally beaten to the shouts of nationalist 
slogans. Those proponents of federalization that left the building, the 
police brought to precincts and detained for ‘arson of the building’ 
and ‘riots.’

The total killed, according to official figures, on May 2, were 46 
people (including 8 women). Most were burned alive or suffocated 
from gas poisoning. About 247 victims, of whom 99 people were 
hospitalized, turned to city hospitals for help. In addition, as of May 
5, 48 people were still reported missing.

A resident of Odessa

I knew that around April 2014, the opponents of the ‘Right Sector’ and 
advocates of Yanukovich, living in Odessa and the Odessa region, set 
up a tent camp in the Kulikovo Field square in front of the House of 
Trade Unions. Whether or not they had any organization, I do not know. 
I did not participate in the pickets and practically was not familiar with 
those who rallied near the tent camp. I was not present at and did not 
participate in the rally and riot that occurred at the shopping center 
‘Athena’ on Greek (Grecheskaya) Square, on May 2, 2014.

On May 2, 2014 between 15:00 and 16:00, some friends had called 
me on my cell phone and asked for help, saying that they were at the 
meeting on the Greek (Grecheskaya) Square, and that the crowd of the 
‘Right Sector’ supporters were pushing them aside to the Kulikovo Field.
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The tragic events of May 2 in Odessa, as a result of which, 
according to available information, 38 people were killed and 50 
were injured, are perceived in Moscow as another manifestation 
of criminal irresponsibility of the Kiev authorities, that indulge 
insolent nationalist radicals, including the ‘Right Sector’, 
who organize a campaign of terror against the supporters of 
federalization and actual constitutional reforms in Ukrainian 
society.

We strongly condemn it.
Coupled with the ongoing punitive operation of the present 

Kiev authorities in Slavyansk, the tragedy in Odessa was another 
confirmation of the criminal use of strength and intimidation 
that has nothing to do with the obligations deriving from the 
agreement of February 21, 2014 and the Geneva Statement of 
April 17, 2014.

In Russia, the information about a new crime in Odessa 
was met with indignation, and we call on Kiev and its Western 
backers to put an end to the use of force and lawlessness, to show 
responsibility before the Ukrainian people.

May 2, 2014

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
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When I came to the square, barricades were being erected at 
the main entrance to the House of Trade Unions. Faces of those who 
were doing it were mainly covered with medical masks, respirators 
and handkerchiefs. All were constantly moving from place to place. 
Among them there were both men and women. I remember seeing an 
Orthodox priest who recited prayers.

After just 10-15 minutes after my arrival, the screaming crowd of 
the ‘Right Sector’ supporters began to come out onto the square. At this 
time, we were in front of the main entrance to the building. When they 
began to storm the barricades, everyone ran into the House of Trade 
Unions. The main entrance doors were opened, who opened them, I do 
not know. We climbed to the second floor. At this time, the building and 
the barricades in front of the entrance began to be pelted by stones and 
bottles with flammable mixtures.

The fire started quickly in the building and everything inside 
was filled with dark acrid smoke. I crawled into one of the rooms 
on the second floor, where there were already some seven people. 
One window of the room was on the building’s facade above the 
main entrance, the second was located to the right of the porch. We 
barricaded the door with furniture. Loud screams and noise could 
be heard from the hallway. It was clear someone was being beaten 
there. The room was filled with heavy smoke. We broke the windows 
to let out the smoke; applied children’s diapers, soaked in water, 
which we found in the room, to our faces. After a short time, firemen 
put a metal ladder up to the window of our room, down which we all 
came out.

Right near the ground, I slipped off the ladder and fell. No sooner 
did I get back to my feet than I was pelted with stones, sticks and other 
objects. Someone hit me several times on the body. We were beaten 
and pelted with stones and other objects by the supporters of the ‘Right 
Sector’ and football fans that were near the building.

The policemen told us to sit on the ground, surrounded us by a 
ring, thus protecting us from the supporters of the ‘Right Sector’ and 
football fans. However, they still threw stones and other objects.

Then we were loaded into cars that drove up, those used for 
transportation of detainees – ‘paddy wagons’, taken to the district 
police department, and brought inside the building, where they sat 
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UN News Centre

On May 6, 2014, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights N. Pillay 
issued a statement in which she expressed deep concern in connection 
with the surge of violence in Ukraine. She appealed to armed opposition 
groups to lay down their weapons and expressed the hope that military 
and police operations performed by government forces would be 
undertaken in line with international standards. Pillay also called on 
the authorities to carry out ‘prompt, transparent and comprehensive’ 
investigations into the tragedies in Odessa and Donetsk region.

“I call on all sides to undertake much greater efforts to find a 
peaceful solution to the current crisis, especially in cities in eastern and 
southern Ukraine, where the fighting is becoming more fierce,” – said 
the UN High Commissioner.

“It is extremely important that the authorities themselves 
demonstrate full respect for the rule of law and scrupulously protect 
the human rights of all, including the Russian-speaking population,” –  
said Pillay.

The High Commissioner called on the authorities to carry out 
‘prompt, transparent and comprehensive’ investigations of the events in 
Odessa and Donetsk region, where dozens of people have been killed in 
recent days, including as a result of a fire in the House of Trade Unions 
in Odessa.

N. Pillay stressed that the Ukrainian leaders needed to take 
“serious steps to halt the rhetoric of hatred and confrontation, before 
the situation spirals totally out of control.”

“Genuine peaceful demonstrations should be permitted, both as a 
matter of international law and as a release valve for people’s legitimate 
fears and frustrations,” – said the High Commissioner. She added that: 
“the police should assist such meetings, ensure the protection of their 
participants, regardless of their political views.” The representative of 
the United Nations called for full respect for the opinions and beliefs in 
Ukraine and condemned all attacks on journalists.

May 6, 2014
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us down in the corridors. There were nurses there, who examined 
the people who were delivered, determining what and to whom 
medical care was necessary, some were taken away to the hospital. 
Many had various injuries, and all were covered with soot. As far as I 
understood, among the detainees, there were only the defenders of 
the House of Trade Unions, and I did not see any football fans among 
them. 

I was taken to a room where there were two men: one – in uniform, 
the other – in civilian clothes, who said that, he too, was a police officer. 
They recorded my personal data and took me to the remand.

On May 3, 2014 in the afternoon, I was taken to the office, where 
there were an investigator and two women, apparently, lawyers. The 
investigator showed me some documents to review. The documents 
said that I took part in the riots on May 2, 2014 on the Grecheskaya 
(Greek) Square near the shopping center ‘Athena’. I told the investigator 
that I was not there and did not know what took place there. He said 
that all the detainees had the same written in their documents, and the 
women lawyers explained that it was necessary to sign, as it is, and that 
nothing will happen to me because of it, and that it was written the 
same for all. I signed. The investigator gave me copies, and then I was 
taken into a cell.

Before I signed the documents, the investigator asked me a 
few questions about what happened by the House of Trade Unions. 
He reassured me, saying that the incident would definitely be 
investigated. In my presence he did not fill out any documents, they 
had already been printed. My answers to questions, including what 
happened near the House of Trade Unions, the investigator did not 
record anywhere.

On May 4, 2014 in the afternoon, while in the remand cell, I heard 
outside on the street, the gates leading into the remand courtyard, 
being broken. When the gates were broken down and people entered 
the yard, the police officers started to release the detainees one by one 
from their cells and bring them outside. There, a crowd of acquaintances 
met us.

Upon release from the detention center, I was not given any 
documents stating that I had been arrested.
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A resident of Odessa

At the end of January 2014, I began looking for like-minded people that 
did not agree with the events taking place in Ukraine, directed to incite 
enmity with Russia. In early February, I met several retired soldiers with 
whom we were trying to create, and even register a public association, 
but failed to do so. 

Since February 2014, we began to participate in various rallies and 
protests. In the Kulikovo Field square near the House of Trade Unions, we 
camped in three tents and guarded them ourselves. The campground 
was a symbol of our resistance to the official policy of the Ukrainian 
authorities and the events taking place in Kiev.

In mid-April, information began appearing that supporters of 
‘Maidan Self-Defence’ were preparing provocations against us, with the 
intent to suppress the resistance movement, including neutralize its 
leaders and intimidate the residents of Odessa.

On May 1, 2014, I arrived at the Kulikovo Field square and found 
that the Cossacks’ tent next to our tent campground was gone. We 
held a meeting, as we already knew that members of the ‘Maidan 
Self-Defence’ and ‘Right Sector’ were coming from Kharkov to Odessa 
and, disguised as football fans and together with them, were going 
to destroy our tent campground. We decided to band together, so as 
not to be destroyed one by one. We also decided to reconvene on the 
square on May 2, 2014. In the evening, we went home, leaving security 
to guard the square area.

On May 2, 2014, our proponents and adherents began to gather 
at Kulikovo Field. Also, there were many women and older people, as it 
was a holiday. The camp was situated in front of the main entrance to 
the House of Trade Unions, away from the stage. I did not leave the area 
of the camp throughout the day, until the moment when we entered 
the building.

Because I was busy with the construction of the barricades, I did not 
follow the events that took place in the square. At around 14:00, friends 
began to call and tell that near the shopping center ‘Athena’, which 
is located about 3 kilometers from the Kulikovo Field square, there 
was a collision between our supporters and the members of ‘Maidan 
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Russia Today

Surviving in Odessa: “We had nowhere to run”

“We had nowhere to run,” – says Tatyana I., who survived the 
massacre and the fire at the Odessa House of Trade Unions. She 
told RT the details of that terrible tragedy.

“We were inside, dragged in plywood sheets to block the 
doors. They (the militants of the ‘Right Sector’ and ‘Maidan Self-
Defence’) began to arrive from all sides. No one expected such 
cruelty, and we had nowhere to run away to. After they burned the 
tents, Molotov cocktails started flying, – the first, and then the 
third floor caught fire. Besides, they threw stun grenades. I do not 
know if they contained poison, but somehow it was impossible to 
breathe. At the moment, when the tents caught fire, I was on the 
roof and it was simply a miracle that I came down”- said Tatyana.

According to her, the police did not help the victims. 
“Firefighters arrived very late – when there were already many 
victims. The Fire Department was located 700 meters from the 
site. Of the ten fire engines, only two arrived. We started yelling 
through the windows to let down the aged women first. I came 
down last, – a St. George ribbon was tied around my hand. 
There was no protection from the police, the firefighters handed 
me over into their hands”, – said Tatyana, adding that “at night, 
there were seven other activists on the roof, and when they were 
taken from there, they did not receive any assistance but were 
simply taken to the remand.”

To the question of who was primarily to blame for what 
happened, Tatyana said, “Blame those who let it happen. The 
present authorities, – they are clearly working to split Ukraine. 
We see it in the events that are occurring in Kharkov, Lugansk 
and now, in Odessa.” “There will no longer be a Ukrainian 
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Odessa. The Ukrainian flag is now associated only with the flag 
of executioners. The authorities have bathed in blood and are 
trying to convince all that we are, as they say, the separatists, the 
‘Colorados’, while they themselves are doing nothing to reconcile 
this country,” –- said Tatyana.

Tatyana said that she and other like-minded people tried to 
prevent a ‘second Maidan’ in Odessa for many months. “Our 
demand from the very first day was – the Russian language, 
because it is the right of everyone to decide what language to 
speak, to which school to take their children. The second – a 
referendum, so that everyone can decide what they want. And the 
third – federalization. Our authorities argue that federalization 
means a split of the country” – said the resident of Odessa.

May 7, 2014
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Self-Defence’ and ‘Right Sector’. The same was reported on Ukrainian 
television channels.

Later, we were told that a crowd of ‘Maidan Self-Defence’ and ‘Right 
Sector’ members and football fans was heading in our direction. We 
began to make improvised barricades near the main entrance of the 
House of Trade Unions. Some tried to come into the building to take 
cover there, but the guards and security service employees locked the 
door from the inside and no one was allowed inside.

Breaking the glass in the door, we nonetheless managed to enter 
the building and opened the door to let in the others. At this time, 
an angry mob of members of the ‘Maidan Self-Defence’, ‘Right Sector’ 
and football fans appeared on the square. They began breaking the 
barricades, setting fire to tents, throwing firebombs at the House of 
Trade Unions and shooting firearms at the windows of the building. 
Everyone in the building dispersed on the various floors near windows 
and entrance doors, so as not to let the attackers into the building. I 
was on the first floor. After angry members of the ‘Maidan Self-Defence’, 
‘Right Sector’ and football fans broke in, we were in close combat with 
them and retreated to the floors upstairs. The building was set on fire 
from the street side. The fire quickly spread through the floors. Inside, 
there was strong smoke. During the melee on the 3rd or 4th floor my 
left arm was broken. Ceasing to resist, I grabbed a man lying in the 
corridor unconscious and dragged him into some room, where there 
was an improvised medical unit. On the floor lay the corpse of a man, 
there were also three wounded there. Several women were providing 
them with medical care.

They hacked the door to the room with an ax from the corridor 
side, and we all went into the next room and barricaded the door with 
furniture. The people, who were pursuing us, began to kick this door 
down too. At my request, the women began to shout out the window 
and ask the firemen to raise the ladder up to us. At that moment, 
someone opened fire through the door, probably with a pistol, and hit 
one of the men who held the door together with me. Then we decided 
to stop the resistance. A group of men burst into the room, dressed 
in green camouflage suits, in metal helmets covering their faces, with 
body armor, elbow pads and knee pads, with ammunition coated with 
flags of Ukraine. We all lay on the floor. They began to beat the men. 
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Women were not touched, and immediately led out of the room. I 
received indiscriminate blows, with rebars and wooden bats, all over 
my body and head. As a result, this caused trauma to my head and ribs. 
After about 15 minutes, we were pulled out into the street. Through 
the corridor of the police officers, I went away from the House of Trade 
Unions, and disappeared among private houses.

A resident of Odessa

On May 1, 2014, on Kulikovo Field square there was a great demonstration 
due to the celebration of Labor Day, and I went to watch.

On May 2, 2014, from the social network ‘VKontakte’, I learned 
that near the trade center ‘Athena’ on Grecheskaya Square there were 
clashes between the people’s guard of Kulikovo Field and football fans.

At about 17:00, I went to the building of the House of Trade Unions. 
On the square there was a stage, and stands with posters were in the 
same places as the day before. There were 50-60 civilians and small 
groups of police officers and medical staff, as well as several young men 
with St. George ribbons.

Returning home, I heard on TV that during the clashes on 
Grecheskaya Square, there were the first victims. I persuaded my sister 
to go to the pharmacy to buy medications and take them there. Having 
bought bandages, hydrogen peroxide, and something else, we went to 
the Grecheskaya Square, where there were riots and medical care was 
needed.

At that time, my cell phone rang and a friend said that the wounded 
were being brought to the Kulikovo Field and they needed medicaments. 
At about 19:00 we came to the square. There were many people of all ages 
there. They were dismantling tents, transferring stands with posters and 
fragments of the stage to the entrance of the building of the House of 
Trade Unions, building barricades out of them, and discussed, whether 
the Maidan and ‘Right Sector’ supporters would come there. An elderly 
woman with a boy approached us and gave us bandages, asking us to 
take them to the medical personnel. My sister began to render medical 
aid to a stranger – a young man, whose leg was cut. At that time I went 
up to the woman who was later shown on television standing on the 
ledge of the House of Trade Unions. I asked how many youths had died, 
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to which she replied: “Six, but, perhaps, more.” The woman explained 
that the medical staff were on the second floor. 

I went into the building of the House of Trade Unions and went up 
to the second floor. The doors of all rooms were open. Three women in 
gray robes with red crosses were assisting two young people. Leaving 
them medication, I asked whether they need help, but they declined.

When I came down stairs to the first floor, there were no containers 
with gasoline or other flammable liquids visible. A crowd was heading 
towards me. Someone was shouting that the women were to go inside the 
building, and the men to go to the barricades. Downstairs, my sister met me 
and, taking me by the hand, led me out onto the street. Barricades made of 
chairs and stands were placed directly on the steps. All around, there were 
a lot of people – many ran into the building. There was panic on the square.

We were running across the square, when a large mob of angry 
people emerged from the side of the railway station. Not far away from 
the House of Trade Unions stood a group of police officers, looking 
straight ahead and doing nothing.

On the way home, I took a few pictures of smoke from fires in the 
Kulikovo Field square. What was burning, I do not know, I could not 
make it out. We did not go out into the street any more that evening, 
and followed what was happening on TV and online. Over the next few 
days, I went to the square and photographed what happened there, 
and also the burned building of the House of Trade Unions.

In my opinion, the Odessa riots on May 2, 2014, were triggered by 
the leaders of the Ukrainian state. In addition, judging by the passive 
behavior of the police officers, it is possible that they were also complicit 
in the riots.

The riots were attended by football fans of the clubs ‘Metallist’ 
and ‘Chernomorets’, members of the ‘Right Sector’ and the movement 
‘Maidan Self-Defence’. I saw them on the streets myself.

My friend was on the third floor of the House of Trade Unions during 
its assault. He said that the attackers, possibly, used gas or other toxic 
substances. Subsequently, he was arrested and put in remand. Forced 
to sign a document stating that he was the organizer of the terrorist 
underground. The same was also demanded from other detainees. On 
May 4, all were set free.
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

During the holiday on May 2, 2014 at about 17:00, a citizen of the 
Russian Federation E. Mefedov, born in 1983, was in the center of 
Odessa. At this time, in the streets – Deribasovskaya, Grecheskaya, 
Bunin, as well as near the shopping center ‘Athena’ on Grecheskaya 
Square – radical members of Ukrainian nationalist organizations ‘Right 
Sector’, ‘Maidan Self-Defence’, as well as fans of Ukrainian football 
clubs provoked mass riots, which were accompanied by violence, 
pogroms, arsons, destruction of property, the use of weapons, explosives 
and poisonous substances, representing a danger to others, as well as 
armed resistance to the authorities.

Mefedov, fearing for his life and health, decided to leave the center. 
Moving across the Kulikovo Field square and believing that the House 
of Trade Unions was a safe place, he decided to take refuge in it together 
with other civilians and wait for the street riots to end.

Radical members of nationalist organizations ‘Right Sector’, 
‘Maidan Self-Defence’ and Ukrainian football club fans started 
throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at the building of the House of 
Trade Unions, while shouting anti-Russian and nationalistic slogans. 
As a result of the fire started by them in the House of Trade Unions – 
poisoning from combustion by-products, burns, injuries sustained by 
falling from heights, and firearms injuries – more than 35 civilians were 
killed. 

Mefedov was poisoned by combustion by-products, but he was able 
to evacuate from the building, after which he was detained by the police 
and taken to one of the departments of the Ministry of the Interior in 
Odessa, where he was beaten by law enforcement officers. On the same 
day, Mefedov was taken to the City Department of Internal Affairs, 
and throughout the night, despite his sharply worsening state of health, 
without rendering medical first aid, they conducted investigative 
actions in respect of him, during which they exerted physical and 
psychological influence on Mefedov, including for nationalistic motives 
– in connection with his citizenship of the Russian Federation.
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On May 3, 2014, due to a serious health condition caused by 
poisoning by combustion by-products, systematic beatings and regular 
psychological pressure, Mefedov was taken by ambulance to the 
intensive care unit of City Clinical Hospital No. 9, where he stayed 
under the guard of staff from the Security Service of Ukraine and then, 
despite the need for hospitalization, was moved to a detention cell of 
the Department of the Security Service of Ukraine in Odessa.

From May 4 – 7, 2014, numerous investigative actions were daily 
performed with regard to Mefedov, and despite his serious condition, he 
was moved to various institutions in Odessa. 

SBU officials subjected Mefedov to long and exhausting 
interrogations, psychological influence and threatened bodily harm; 
pointedly refused medical assistance, meetings with representatives 
of the Russian Embassy in Ukraine, as well as ensuring the adequate 
protection of the rights and legitimate interests of Mefedov when 
conducting with him investigative and other procedural actions.

Upon learning that Mefedov was a citizen of the Russian Federation, 
the SBU officers, using threats and violence, repeatedly forced him to 
testify about him organizing mass disorders, setting fire to the House of 
Trade Unions, and his affiliation with the Russian special services.

Despite the absence of any evidence of Mefedov’s involvement in 
the said events, he was prosecuted for the alleged crime under Art. 294(2) 
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (organization of mass unrest that led 
to the deaths of people), for which the sentence of imprisonment is for 
a term of 8 to 15 years and which, in accordance with Art. 12(5) of 
the Criminal Code of Ukraine, is a very serious crime, and a restraint 
measure in the form of detention was imposed on him.

In accordance with Art. 12(3) of the Criminal Code of the Russian 
Federation, foreign citizens and stateless persons who have committed 
a crime outside the Russian Federation shall be subject to criminal 
liability under the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation in cases 
where the crime is directed against a national of the Russian Federation, 
as well as in the cases provided for in international treaties of the 
Russian Federation if foreign citizens and stateless persons not residing 
permanently in the Russian Federation, have not been convicted in a 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

foreign country and the criminal charges against them are brought on 
the territory of the Russian Federation.

In view of the above, the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation, based on the stated facts, has initiated criminal cases on the 
elements of crimes under Art. 30(3), Art. 105(1), Art. 117(2)(z), Art. 
299(2), Art. 301(2), Art. 302(2) of the Criminal Code of the Russian 
Federation.

October 30, 2014
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A journalist from VGTRK

On May 2, 2014, I was in Kiev together with the VGTRK operator, where 
we were collecting information for reporting. By monitoring channels of 
Ukrainian television, I learned that there were riots in Odessa. I sent the 
information to the editorial board of the TV channel, after which I was 
assigned the job and sent to Odessa to highlight what was happening.

On May 3, 2014, we arrived in Odessa and went to the House of 
Trade Unions, located on the Kulikovo Field square. The building was 
surrounded by numerous police officers. No civilians were allowed 
inside. There was a gathering of citizens – attended by no less than 5,000 
people – on the square. The people were demanding a fair investigation 
into the events that took place on May 2, 2014 from the authorities. 
In addition, on the square, there were people in civilian clothes and 
wearing masks. Scattered on the ground were: the remnants of the tent 
camp, scraps of clothing, dried pools of blood. On the House of Trade 
Unions there were traces of fire – blackened windows and doors. Many 
of the windows were shattered, doors broken out. I did not see bodies 
on the street.

After filming, near the House of Trade Unions, we went to the 
Grecheskaya and Ekaterininskaya Squares. There were practically no 
people on the streets. Walking on the roadway, there were squads 
numbering at least 10 people in civilian clothes, armed with batons, 
rebars, chains. Many hid their faces behind masks. Inasmuch as they 
had red and black flags and chanted nationalist slogans, I assume that 
they were representatives of the ‘Right Sector’.

At the city morgue, the identification of the dead as a result of the 
events of May 2, 2014, was under way. I talked with their relatives and 
some of these interviews were aired. They argued that the certificates of 
death that they were given at the morgue, did not reflect actual bodily 
damage of the victims, in particular, stabbing, cutting and firearm 
injuries, charred body surface. In many certificates the cause of death 
was only indicated as a fall from a height.

On the night of May 4, 2014, I learned that bodies were being taken 
out from the House of Trade Unions. It was rumored that there were 
a lot more dead than declared by the official authorities. Despite the 
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From the Report of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to 
Ukraine (SMM) - based on information received up until 5 May 
2014, 19:00 - www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/118321

In Odessa, the overall atmosphere was assessed as tense. The 
SMM visited the building of Trade Unions, which had been 
made accessible to the public and the media after a fire on 2 May. 
It appeared that the fire damage had spread down the corridors 
on the first and second floors. The head of the Regional Bureau 
of Forensics informed the SMM that a total of 46 bodies had 
been transferred to its morgue, among whom were five people 
shot dead in the clashes at Soborna street, and 41 other fatalities 
in Kulikove Pole. According to the interlocutor, the majority of 
the deceased have already been identified as mostly from Odessa 
and the neighboring regions.

May 7, 2014
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importance of the information, we did not dare to leave the apartment, 
since unrest began in the city and there were still members of the ‘Right 
Sector’ and other radical nationalist groups in Odessa.

On the morning of May 4, 2014, we arrived with the operator to the 
House of Trade Unions, where we met with another VGTRK film crew 
that had arrived in Odessa that day. After working for a while outside, 
we noticed that the police had begun to let people into the building. 
Our groups went inside and continued to work separately.

Once in the lobby, we saw that everything inside was badly burned. 
There were many civilians in the building. Almost all those who were in 
the street, rushed inside, after the cordons were removed. I suppose, 
representatives of security agencies deliberately let people in, in order 
to destroy evidence and make it impossible to conduct an objective 
investigation. On the floor lay the charred fragments of clothing, burnt 
shoes, and there was a strong smell of burning. It was evident that those 
who were in the building on May 2, 2014 tried to barricade doors. Near 
the doors – there was dumped furniture and sandbags. On the second 
floor, we noticed that scattered around throughout the corridors and 
rooms, there were large numbers of empty ampoules with a chemical 
smell unknown to me. According to eyewitnesses, the ampoules flew 
into the building with the ‘Molotov cocktails’ thrown by the radicals.

In some rooms there was no trace of fire, however, the plants in the 
flowerpots seemed burnt. On the floor – a lot of traces of blood, covered 
with sheets of paper. On the third floor in the hallway, there were several 
mattresses and tables with medications and bandage materials. As was 
explained to us, this was where first aid was provided to the victims. On 
the walls, we filmed the bullet marks. By the tracks it was obvious that 
the shots were fired from the street. Also on the floor, I saw St. George 
ribbons.

Many rooms were closed and sealed, and from some came a strong 
putrid smell. No one was allowed into the basement, but, according to 
available information, there could have been dead bodies there.

Having stayed in the House of Trade Unions about two hours, we 
went on to Tiraspolskaya Square, to the Department of Internal Affairs 
building, where there was a gathering of citizens. More than 2,000 
people were gathered there, and they demanded the release of those 
detained on May 2, 2014. From the phone conversation with one of the 
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detainees, I learned that there were about 30 people in the temporary 
detention facilities of the Odessa Department of Internal Affairs. This 
included not only men but also women and the elderly.

When the crowd began to break down the gate to the yard of 
the Department of Internal Affairs, a shot rang out. According to 
eyewitnesses, one man was wounded in the leg. At the building of 
the Department of Internal Affairs, there were also members of radical 
organizations, carrying wooden clubs, rebars and chains. They watched 
for a while, but did not intervene. After several fights one of the police 
units left the territory of the Department. After that, we saw relatives 
and friends leading people detained on May 2, 2014 out from the 
detention building. That day, about 40 people were released.

A resident of Odessa

In March – April 2014 in Kiev, I participated in an anti-Maidan movement, 
helped my companions, who were opposed to nationalism and against 
Turchynov’s government. I went there twice, but did not stay until the 
end.

On May 2, 2014 in Odessa, after a football match a peaceful rally was 
held by those that disagreed with the Kiev authorities, with the political 
situation prevailing in Ukraine, harassment and violation of the rights of 
Russian-speaking population, which had grown into a fight with ‘Right 
Sector’ militants. Some people were killed.

On the same day, events took place in the House of Trade Unions, 
which were broadcast in the news. Opponents of Maidan ran into the 
building, trying to hide from the nationalists, who blocked them there, 
and then set on fire. As a result, many people died, suffocated by carbon 
monoxide, a lot more than reported on television, in the media. I had 
participated in the rally, but was not in the House of Trade Unions. The 
forces were unequal, so the nationalists scattered the opponents of 
Maidan. I also had to flee.

A few days after the events of May 2, 2014, some strangers came up 
to me and said that they knew of my participation in the manifestations 
by dissenters from the Kiev authorities. I was threatened, but so far 
in words. At first I did not take it seriously. But shortly, I was severely 
beaten several times by unknown people, – I call them nationalists. 
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Threatening physical harm, they persistently demanded that I leave. 
Then my car was smashed, so that it is unfixable.

On May 25, 2014, unknown people in camouflage and masks, 
shouting expletives and nationalist slogans, pelted our apartment, 
where my wife was at that time, with bottles filled with a flammable 
mixture. As a result, all was razed by fire. My wife said, that these people 
left unhurriedly, demonstrating in every way that they feared nothing 
and no one. She, fortunately, did not get hurt but was only greatly 
frightened, grabbed whatever was under hand and ran out of the 
apartment. After that I decided to leave.

I thought that, if I left Odessa, the harassment would stop, but that 
did not happen. Those who had been following me began to stalk my 
wife.

Some time after my departure, two young men met her at the 
entrance to the apartment and asked where I was. One was wearing 
a mask, the other – a scarf on his face. My wife said she did not know, 
managed to escape and run into the apartment. Then they met her 
three more times in the stairwell and beat her up. On top of that, they 
said that, probably, they should kill her, in order for me to come. They 
punched her in the stomach, leaving no traces of bruises and behaved 
very aggressively.

My wife, too, had to leave. It was impossible for us to live in Odessa, 
it was life threatening.

So far, there is no shooting in the Odessa region. From the media 
and the stories of people I know that at present the military action is 
going on in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions. It became particularly 
intense and violent after the May 11, 2014 referendum, when the 
Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics were formed. The authorities 
in Kiev pronounced them all separatists and terrorists, sent there 
Ukrainian Army troops, soldiers of the National Guard of Ukraine and 
the militants of the Right Sector’, whom the population calls ‘punishers.’

The population of the Odessa region supports Lugansk and 
Donetsk, but at the moment there are many ‘Right Sector’ militants here 
who bully people and force them to be silent and not undertake any 
action. The official authorities do not intervene, the police prefer not 
to mess with them, and always stays away, it seems to me, are even 
afraid of them. The ‘Right Sector’ militants represent an independent 
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, 
Sergey Lavrov, sent letters to the UN, OSCE and Council of 
Europe Secretaries General, OSCE Chairperson-in-Office and 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights urging to conduct 
an open, fair and impartial investigation into the tragic events 
in Odessa, under international control. The Russian side also 
proposed to involve OPCW in the investigation of the Odessa 
events, since substances used in the attack on the House of Trade 
Unions, could be equivalent to chemical weapons.

May 19, 2014

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
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force, controlled by no one and obeying no one, acting with absolute 
impunity, limited by nothing and no one. They can do anything with 
the people: arrange fires (in Odessa, two recreation centers were burnt 
down), pogroms, commit robbery, beat people, shoot from automatic 
rifles, take guys of military service age into the army. I know that as a 
result of their actions there are wounded and destroyed property. Now, 
they are largely constraining the Odessa region from manifestations 
similar to those that occurred in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions. Also, 
the people in the Odessa region, seeing what has been going on there, 
are putting up and keeping silent, although the situation is very tense.

I know of cases where young men from the Odessa region were 
drafted and sent to participate in the fighting in the Lugansk and 
Donetsk regions. They refused to do it, and were shot as deserters.

From the media, I know that in Western Ukraine monuments of 
the Soviet era are being destroyed, and May 9 has been announced a 
day of mourning. There, Stepan Bandera is a national hero, although 
previously considered a nationalist and an executioner. The militants of 
the ‘Right Sector’ brutally beat and even kill those who wear St. George 
ribbons and openly demonstrate their respect for the veterans and the 
memory of the Great Patriotic War. The official authorities of Ukraine, 
their henchmen and militants are destroying all that is ‘pro-Russian’.

Already for a long time, a neglectful and discriminatory attitude 
towards the residents has been felt, coming from the Ukrainian 
authorities. Here, in the Odessa region the official government does not 
pay any attention to the needs of the people, leaving them alone with 
their problems. The population has no protection by any guarantees or 
laws. There are no ‘Russian’ classes left in schools. Children are forced 
to learn Ukrainian history from the perspective of nationalism and 
in Ukrainian only. Official documents, news releases and television 
broadcasts should be prepared in the Ukrainian language, but in 
fact many do not know it. Kids especially have a difficult time in such 
conditions. We are forced to forget and give up the Russian language.

The Ukrainian authorities want to destroy the population of the 
south-east, to make way for their own needs. They do not consider them 
to be people, they kill them, bomb from airplanes, shell with mortars 
and heavy weapons. People are dying in large numbers, the bodies lie 
in the streets and snipers do not allow anyone to approach and remove 
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“Ukrainian investigators found no signs of violent death on the bodies of the 
victims of the tragedy in Odessa on May 2, 2014” – Junge Welt reported in an 
article of May 2, 2015. Also, they did not find any proof that arson was the cause 
of fire in the House of Trade Unions. According to Deputy Prosecutor General 
of Ukraine, Vladimir Guzyr, the fire was caused by “... the use of flammable 
mixtures by the participants of the riots.” He did not specify exactly who did 
it, – said the German edition. However, he added that the activists hiding 
in the building, who barricaded themselves, created a ‘chimney effect’ that 
contributed to the spread of fire. The article’s author, Reinhard Lauterbach, 
found his statements illogical.

Moreover, notes the German journalist, his words contradict the 
testimonies of witnesses who saw the supporters of the ‘Anti-Maidan’ jump 
from the first floor of the burning building, after which they were beaten to 
death with metal bars. 

According to Guzyr, 22 people were awaiting trial on charges of inciting 
riots, and 13 – were hiding abroad. However, he did not name the start date 
of the trial. The current state of affairs is beneficial to Kiev, says the author: 
everything can be blamed on the escapees, while covering up their own 
people. The government also put forward the theory that the tragedy in Odessa 
killed not Ukrainian citizens but provocateurs from Russia and Transnistria. 
However, it does not hold water: the victims had been identified – all of these 
people were residents of Odessa and the surrounding region. 

The attack on the camp of the ‘Anti-Maidan’ had been prepared by 
pro-Ukrainian forces thoroughly – says Lauterbach. About 1,500 football 
hooligans and fascists from Kharkov were brought in to Odessa beforehand. 
After a brawl with anti-fascists in the city center, they, together with members 
of the extremist organization ‘Right Sector’, stormed the square in front of 
the House of Trade Unions. Being in the minority, the activists hid in the 
building. During the attack, the nationalists used ‘Molotov cocktails’ and also 
impeded the firemen – the author notes. – At the same time, the local police 
did nothing.”

May 2, 2015 
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them. All this is done openly, defiantly. Some towns and villages have 
been razed to the ground, destroyed to such an extent, that without 
government assistance, the people cannot afford to restore them on 
their own.

Kiev ceased all social payments (pensions, social benefits, salaries 
to public sector employees) to residents of the Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions. This is outright genocide of the Russian-speaking population. 
It is inconceivable, that such a thing could be happening in the 21st 
century.

No less tragic were the events in Mariupol, celebrating Victory Day. 
On May 9, 2014, Ukrainian servicemen and law enforcement officers 
attempted to storm the building of the Mariupol Main Department 
of Internal Affairs, whose staff refused to obey orders from Kiev 
to disperse a peaceful march celebrating the victory in the Great 
Patriotic War. Ukrainian security forces opened fire on unarmed 
citizens who were trying to help the besieged, used heavy armored 
vehicles and grenade launchers. As a result, nine people were killed 
and 42 injured. The building of the City Department of Internal Affairs 
burned down completely.

A resident of Mariupol 

In late December 2013, on Maidan in Kiev there were mass riots 
organized by supporters of the ‘Right Sector.’ In Ukraine, there was an 
armed coup, during which many people were killed – both civilians and 
law enforcement officers. As a result, fascists from the ‘Right Sector’ came 
to power, and in eastern Ukraine there was a wave of popular uprising. 
In Donbass, including Mariupol, the people’s militia was created from 
among volunteers. Large part of the law enforcers of eastern Ukraine 
refused to carry out the manifestly criminal orders from Kiev and went 
over to the side of the people of Donbass. In response, the militants 
from the ‘Right Sector’ and the fighters of the National Guard launched 
a punitive operation.

At the end of April 2014, all the entrances and exits of the city 
were closed, roadblocks built. In early May raids on the suburbs began. 
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On May 9, militants from the ‘Right Sector’ stormed the city on heavy 
military vehicles and shot peaceful participants of the parade dedicated 
to Victory Day.

On May 9, 2014 at about 10:00, a large number of residents of 
Mariupol gathered in the city center, including veterans of the Great 
Patriotic War. At approximately 11:00, gunmen of the ‘Right Sector’ 
broke into the city and opened fire on the peaceful population. Panic 
broke out.

I was near the Department of Internal Affairs building, which at the 
time housed the people’s militia forces and the police. As a result of the 
shootout, a man of about thirty years old, trying to escape from the 
militants, was wounded. A bullet hit him in the stomach, and he fell face 
down on the asphalt. People, who were there, under a hail of bullets, 
carried him to the turf, took off their shirts, applied to the wound and 
stopped the bleeding. Moving on their bellies, dragged the man to a car 
and took him away from the firing zone.

After a few minutes there was silence, and we thought that it was 
all over. Together with an unknown guy, I was hiding behind a tree. The 
guy decided to test whether the ‘Right Sector’ militants were nearby, 
and stretched his right hand out from behind the tree. Immediately he 
was hit in the palm.

After shelling the center of the city, the militants headed for the 
building of the Department of Internal Affairs, where heavy military 
equipment, namely, tanks and armored personnel carriers arrived. They 
fired at the Department of Internal Affairs building, and then set it on 
fire. The flames quickly spread from the ground floor to the roof. Due 
to the fire, many people were left lying in the building as they simply 
suffocated to death. Others tried to jump out the windows and were 
shot by the militants of the ‘Right Sector’.

A journalist

On April 30, 2014, my wife and I had signed contracts with the video 
agency RT RUPTLY, according to which we would go to Ukraine as 
freelance journalists for the period from April 30 to May 14, 2014 to 
cover the events in the south-east of the country.
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We arrived in Mariupol on May 8, 2014 in the evening and stayed 
in a hotel. On arrival, we had taken a video of the building of the City 
Administration. There was no shooting or disorder. 

On May 9, 2014 in the morning, we went off to film a parade in 
honor of Victory Day, which took place on the main square. We arrived 
there at about 9 or 10 o’clock and, together with members of the 
procession, walked through the streets of the city. We finished filming 
at the memorial to those killed in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945. 
The festive rally took place there. During the march and rally there 
were no disorders and no shots fired. There were a lot of people in 
the streets, including women and children. All smiles. Nothing boded 
the tragic development of events. At the rally, political slogans were 
heard, but it was not interesting for us, and we headed towards the 
hotel, to assemble the material. After walking about 200 meters, we 
heard the first rapid fire of a gun somewhere in the distance. At first, 
we did not understand what it was and thought it was some small 
fireworks.

Going a little further down the street on which the parade had 
passed, in the opposite direction, we saw a group of excited men and 
women of different ages, actively discussing something. Approaching 
them, we learned that they had tried to block the exit of the bus carrying 
people in Ukrainian military uniforms and masks and with weapons in 
their hands, from the territory of the military unit. According to them, a 
man got off the bus and wounded one of the men blocking the exit in 
the leg, perhaps firing from an automatic rifle. We decided to go back 
to the hotel to prepare the protective ammunition: body armor, helmet 
and gas mask that my wife and I were given by the representatives of 
the video agency RT RUPTLY in Donetsk.

To get to the hotel, we took a taxi. After about 300 meters, we heard 
the gunfire. It became clear that somewhere near, fighting had begun. 
Getting out of the taxi, we ran into a courtyard beside the road, and saw 
two young guys, who huddled against the wall. I asked them what was 
going on. They said that in the city center near the building of the Main 
Department of Internal Affairs there is a battle, Ukrainian tanks had 
entered the city. I asked why there and not by the City Administration 
building. The guys explained that the police refused to obey orders 
from Kiev to disperse the celebratory march on May 9, so the troops 
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On May 9, 2014 at about 12:30, on Georgievskaya Street, about 
400 meters from the Main Department of Internal Affairs of 
the city of Mariupol, an unidentified person, with the intent 
to obstruct the lawful professional activities of a journalist by 
coercing him to refrain from disseminating information, and with 
the intent to kill a person in connection with the performance of 
his professional duties, fired a firearm at the citizen of the Russian 
Federation, F.I. Zavaleykov, who is a freelance correspondent of 
the video agency RT RUPTLY, who wore a bullet proof vest with 
the word ‘Press’ and was videotaping the circumstances of the 
storming of the said building by the military and law enforcement 
officers of Ukraine.

Given the fact that the victim is a citizen of the Russian 
Federation, in the actions of unidentified persons are seen 
elements of crimes under Art. 30(3), Art. 105(2)(b) and Art. 
144(3) of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, that is, 
the attempted murder of a person in connection with his official 
duties, and obstruction of the lawful professional activities of a 
journalist by coercing him to refuse to disseminate information, 
committed with the use of violence against the journalist.

May 13, 2014
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entered the city along with the National Guard of Ukraine and attacked 
the building of the Main Department of Internal Affairs.

When my wife and I came out of the yard, I heard the clang of the 
tracks – an amphibious infantry vehicle with a Ukrainian flag on the 
tower was moving down the road. It proceeded to the city center, in 
the direction of the shots. At that time it was possible to clearly identify 
where the fighting was going on. After the vehicle drove by, I began to 
film with my camera the caterpillar tracks left on the pavement. From 
the tracks, it was obvious that several vehicles had passed by. Witnesses 
on the street said that four tanks had entered the city. 

After giving my wife the tripod, backpack and the flash storage 
card with the filmed footage, I sent her to the hotel. And I went on to 
the building of the Main Department of Internal Affairs. I reached a 
group of civilians, and realized that it was better not to go further. It was 
an ordinary street, there were no fences, no people were detained, but 
they were afraid to go forward, because there was shooting there, and 
it was life threatening. 

Further down the street, at a distance of about 200 meters from 
us, there was a lot of Ukrainian military. I saw some of them, crouching, 
run across the road. I even got a video of one of the soldiers aiming his 
weapon at me. They were wearing helmets, without masks, in Ukrainian 
camouflage, moved sequentially by defined points. First, the position 
was held by one, who then darted forward, then his place was taken by 
another.

I also filmed people who were close to me. These were unarmed 
civilians. They shouted anti-nationalistic slogans at the military: 
“Banderas!”, “Get out of our town!” Conventionally, these people could 
be divided into 4 types: those who filmed with cameras and cell phones; 
ordinary people who for whatever reason did not have time to get away 
from the street; excited men who shouted slogans; women and men 
who tried to stop those who tried to go towards the military.

Then I saw a cloud of smoke that rose from behind the houses. The 
smoke was black like burnt rubber. I tried to film all of this, but after 10 
minutes the camera started having problems.

Realizing that I was in a dangerous place completely unprotected, 
I walked briskly to the hotel. There was a cordon at the intersection: the 
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traffic police, the police – altogether about 10 people. They blocked the 
traffic in the center. Among them were also persons in civilian clothes. 

In the hotel room I asked my wife not to go near the windows 
and to report to the agency that there was a gunfight on the streets 
of Mariupol. Then I put on a blue bullet proof jacket marked ‘Press’ in 
English letters on the back, on the right forearm – a first aid kit, bright 
red in color, took the helmet, the camera and went off to film.

Adjacent to the hotel was the SBU building, about 5 floors. At a 
distance of about 150 meters from me on the road, I saw a man in a 
black mask with an automatic rifle pointed in my direction. He took up 
a position of bracing on one knee. He was armed, perhaps with AKM or 
AK-74, but it was definitely not a pistol, nor a machine gun or a sniper 
rifle. I raised my hands and pointed to the first-aid kit on the forearm. In 
my left hand, I had a helmet, in my right hand – a small video camera. 
Shouting, “Press!”, I took two steps toward him. The reply was: “Do not 
go here!” And it seemed, he said he would shoot.

I saw the military ban the passage of two men through the street in 
connection with the conduct of anti-terrorist measures. 

Deciding to continue filming, I chose the site on the corner of a 
private single-story building. However, I did not manage to shoot 
a single frame, when I felt a blow to the right lower abdomen, like a 
hammer blow, and fell face down on the asphalt. I did not hear the shot 
and did not see who shot me. I was noticed from the road, where the 
traffic police post was located, and taken to the hospital.

I think it was not the man on the road that shot me – his was an 
awkward angle for shooting – but a sniper from the roof of the building 
of the SBU. Why someone opened fire at me, I do not know. Maybe, 
because I was wearing bright clothes with the word ‘Press’. The person 
shooting obviously did not want me to film what was happening. I was 
not engaged in any provocative filming, so what could have disturbed 
armed men, I do not know. I was in Mariupol for the first time, and had 
no conflicts that could have led to such consequences. 

I had a certificate that was sent from Berlin, according to which my 
wife and I were freelance journalists from RT RUPTLY video agency on 
the territory of Ukraine, as well as the contact phone numbers of the 
editorial board which could confirm my status as a journalist.
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Odessa. May 1, 2014. The exhibition of posters on the Kulikovo Field

Odessa. May 1, 2014. The tent camp of supporters of federalization
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Odessa. May 2, 2014. Rioters dismantling stone block paving

Odessa. May 2, 2014. The first victims of unrest
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Odessa. May 3, 2014. Aftermath of fire in the House of Trade Unions
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Odessa. May 3, 2014. In the morning, in Kulikovo Field people gathered again

Odessa. May 3, 2014. Access to the House of Trade Unions has been restricted. 
People left flowers and candles on the side porch
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§ 6. Entangling Russia in the conflict:  
the attack on the Russian Embassy in Ukraine  
and the shelling of border areas

Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 18 April 1961

Article 22
The receiving State is under a special duty to take all appropriate 

steps to protect the premises of the mission against any intrusion or 
damage and to prevent any disturbance of the peace of the mission 
or impairment of its dignity.

Article 29
The receiving State […] shall take all appropriate steps to prevent 

any attack on [the] person, freedom or dignity [of a diplomatic agent].

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against 
Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents  
of 14 December 1973

Article 2
1. The intentional commission of:
(a) A murder, kidnapping or other attack upon the person or liberty 

of an internationally protected person;
(b) A violent attack upon the official premises, the private 

accommodation or the means of transport of an internationally 
protected person likely to endanger his person or liberty; 

(c) A threat to commit any such attack;
(d) An attempt to commit any such attack; and
(e) An act constituting participation as an accomplice in any such 

attack shall be made by each State Party a crime under its internal law. 
2. Each State Party shall make these crimes punishable by 

appropriate penalties which take into account their grave nature.
3. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article in no way derogate from 

the obligations of States Parties under international law to take all 
appropriate measures to prevent other attacks on the person, freedom 
or dignity of an internationally protected person.
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On June 14–15, 2014, in Kiev, more than 1,500 people from among the 
radically minded members of the Ukrainian nationalist organizations 
‘Right Sector’, ‘Maidan Self-Defence’, and other nationalists, attacked 
the Embassy of the Russian Federation in Ukraine. Armed with axes, 
hooks, baseball bats, stones, Molotov cocktails and other objects, 
chanting anti-Russian slogans and insults against Russia and its 
top political leadership, the aggressive individuals damaged and 
destroyed seven cars of the Embassy parked in its parking lot, tore 
off the State flag of the Russian Federation, as well as dismantled 
paving stones in front of the building. After that, using the paving 
stones, they shattered all the windows on the façade, and using 
Molotov cocktails, tried to set fire to the building. As a result, the 
Embassy sustained material damage totaling more than 18.8 million 
rubles.

First Secretary of the Embassy of the Russian Federation in 
Ukraine

The building of the Russian Embassy in Ukraine is located at: Kiev, 5, 
Vozdukhoflotsky prospect, bldg. 27. In accordance with Russian law, the 
State flag of the Russian Federation, and a shield depicting the State 
coat of arms of the Russian Federation with the inscription ‘Embassy of 
the Russian Federation in Ukraine’, are installed on the building. 

The Embassy, its staff and members of their families enjoy 
privileges and immunities in Ukraine, in accordance with international 
law, the legislation of the Russian Federation and Ukraine. The 
official and residential premises, vehicles used by the Embassy, are 
also under international protection. They may not be subjected to 
inspection. 

The Embassy is headed by the Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation in Ukraine. Since 2010, this 
position has been occupied by Special Representative of the President 
of the Russian Federation for Development of Trade and Economic 
Relations with Ukraine, Mikhail Yuryevich Zurabov.

On June 14, 2014, after the Ukrainian media reported that near 
Lugansk, a military plane with 49 Ukrainian paratroopers was shot 
down, an appeal, addressed to Ukrainian citizens, to gather at the 
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Embassy of Russia to protest was posted in the Ukrainian social networks 
(‘VKontakte’, ‘Classmates’, ‘Facebook’).

At 15:00 on June 14, 2014, on the square near the Embassy building 
intended for parking, groups of young people with flags of Ukraine, 
members of left-wing radical organizations ‘Right Sector’, ‘UPA’ and 
‘UNA-UNSO’ began to gather. They shouted anti-Russian slogans and 
insults against the leadership of Russia, in particular, the President of 
the Russian Federation, V.V. Putin. Some came armed with sticks, axes, 
hooks and baseball bats.

There were 25 employees of the Embassy in the building. 
Ambassador M.Yu. Zurabov was in Kiev, conducting negotiations with 
the leadership of Ukraine and coordinating our actions by telephone.

The rally lasted about 1-1.5 hours. By that time, about 500 people 
had gathered near the building.

At about 16:00, these people began to smash the cars standing in 
the parking lot near the Embassy. One car had had its license plates 
stolen previously, so it did not get damaged. Seven cars were destroyed, 
and the surviving parts were tossed over onto the territory of the 
Embassy.

At 17:00 -18:00, car tires were brought to the square in front of 
the Embassy, filled with coal and laid in front of the fence by the main 
entrance. By 18:00, in front of the building there were about 1,500 
people. Some of the attackers started throwing eggs at the building, 
filled with a Brilliant Green antiseptic by syringe, others were dismantling 
the stone block paving with the help of metal hooks. The crowd, high 
on alcohol, became more aggressive. Someone threw a paving stone 
at the Embassy building, then others began to throw stones, including 
with the aid of a sling. As a result, glass was broken in all the windows on 
the facade, including the third-floor windows. By this point, the radicals 
no longer concealed their faces.

One of the attackers, using a fishing rod, tore the State flag of the 
Russian Federation from the flagpole located on the territory of the 
Embassy. Then, a Ukrainian flag was hoisted at the entrance to the 
building.

The perimeter of the Embassy is guarded round the clock by 
officers of the National Guard of Ukraine. They may not enter the 
Embassy compound. Usually there are few of them, but when the rally 



267

The attack on the Russian Embassy in Ukraine and the shelling of border areas

Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the 
United Nations in New York, USA, and Representative of the 
Russian Federation at the United Nations Security Council, 
Vitaly Churkin, expressed his disappointment that the actions of 
the aggressive crowd were not condemned by the UN Security 
Council, although the Russian delegation had proposed to their 
foreign counterparts a draft of the relevant press statement. “The 
text has been blocked by the Lithuanian delegation,” - said 
Churkin, reminding that in accordance with the procedure, such 
documents require a consensus for their adoption. 

According to the diplomat, on Monday, many members of 
the Security Council expressed regret that the condemnation 
of the attack upon the Embassy of the Russian Federation had 
failed, and the permanent representative of France even called 
it a mistake. “Obviously, the Lithuanian delegation did not act 
in the best traditions of the Security Council,” - said Churkin. 
He pointed out that Russia in such cases has always expressed 
support to colleagues from other countries.

June 17, 2014 
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and attack began, there were about 60 of them. They concentrated in 
the square to the left of the Embassy and looked indifferently on what 
was happening. 

When all the windows were broken, someone called for throwing 
‘Molotov cocktails’ at the building. I saw that by this time in the crowd 
were, presumably, Ukrainian law enforcement officers – most likely 
from the SBU, to prevent further development of events connected 
with the setting of fire to the building. Obviously, someone directed 
the actions of the attackers, but at the same time, somebody was 
preventing them.

Among the attackers were people who sought out in the crowd 
people working at the Embassy, or somehow related to it. One of them 
pointed to a passerby, who was then beaten up.

At 21:00, Yu.B. Artyukhov, head of the Department of the Security 
Service of Ukraine for Kiev and Kiev region, came to the Embassy. Through 
Artyukhov, agreement was reached on who would communicate 
with the representative of the protesters – deputy commander of 
the Ukrainian paramilitary battalion ‘Azov’, O.A. Odnorozhenko. As I 
understood, he was chosen to conduct negotiations as his person was 
known to the attackers. On the part of the Embassy, a third secretary of 
the Embassy took part in the negotiations. 

Odnorozhenko, as a representative of the protesters, was 
accompanied to a waiting room for visitors. He voiced the demand that 
the Embassy staff immediately and in full leave the territory of Ukraine. 
Russia must recognize itself as an aggressor before the whole world. The 
representative of the Embassy said that he would relay the demands to 
the leadership of the Russian Federation. After this, the rally began to 
ebb.

Approximately at midnight on June 15, 2014, Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, A.B. Deshchitsa, arrived at the Embassy. The 
protesters proposed that he shout an offensive slogan against the 
Russian President, which he did. Around the same time, Minister of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine, A.B. Avakov, arrived; he assessed the situation 
and left.

By 3:00, the protesters began to leave. The smashed cars were 
towed away by tow trucks without license plates. Later, I found them 
in two parking lots in Kiev. After the vehicles were towed away, public 
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The Russian side is outraged by the extremely provocative actions of 
the fascist thugs in Kiev against the Russian Embassy in Ukraine. With 
the irresponsible connivance of the Ukrainian authorities, an attack on 
the building of the Russian diplomatic mission and desecration of the 
Russian Federation flag have been perpetrated.

Despite repeated appeals by the Russian Foreign Ministry and the 
Embassy of Russia in Ukraine to the Ukrainian official authorities, the 
law enforcement agencies of Ukraine, nonetheless, failed to take any 
measures for the protection of the Russian Embassy in Kiev, which 
constitutes a flagrant violation of international obligations of Ukraine.

The Russian side demanded that the Ukrainian side take all the 
necessary measures to ensure the safety of the Russian diplomats in 
Kiev.

June 14, 2014

In recent days, the situation has deteriorated around the Russian foreign 
missions in Ukraine. On June 14, 2014, the building and property of 
the Embassy in Kiev suffered considerable damage as a result of illegal 
actions that were not followed by an adequate response from the law 
enforcement agencies of Ukraine.

On June 16, 2014, there are acts of provocation near the buildings 
of the Consulates General of Russia in Odessa and Kharkov.

The Russian side calls on the Ukrainian side to strictly follow the 
provisions of the 1961 Vienna Convention and other international 
documents in the field of the protection of diplomatic missions. We 
demand the official Kiev to take all necessary measures to ensure 
the security of the Embassy as well as Consulates General in Odessa, 
Kharkov and Lvov, in order to ensure the normal operation of the 
missions. Responsibility for this lies squarely with the Ukrainian 
authorities.

June 16, 2014

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation
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utility service trucks drove up in an organized manner, and cleared the 
area of debris.

On June 20, 2014, representatives of the Embassy forwarded the 
footage from the surveillance cameras on the Embassy building to the 
Security Service of Ukraine requesting them to carry out necessary 
measures, but no response has been received so far.

As far as I know, the Ukrainian law enforcement authorities opened 
a criminal case on the riots near the Embassy, under Art. 296(2) of 
the Criminal Code of Ukraine (hooliganism). In the course of the 
investigation some minors were detained who were then released. As 
far as I know, no investigative actions have been carried out at the scene 
of the incident to this date.

The Embassy building, the land thereunder and adjacent to it are 
the property of Ukraine. The Embassy uses the building and the land on 
the basis of a lease contract. However, all the repair costs for the building 
were borne by the Russian Federation. The funds were allocated from 
the federal budget. The destroyed vehicles were purchased with money 
from the federal budget.

In my opinion, the attack on the Embassy was of an organized 
and pre-planned character. Analyzing what happened, it could be 
concluded that all was coordinated by persons interested in the further 
destabilization of relations between Ukraine and Russia. There was a 
real threat to the life and health of Embassy employees who were on 
the premises of the Embassy at the time of the incident.

According to my observations, the crowd of protesters did not 
represent a single organized paramilitary association, but was rather 
a motley group. Thus, among the participants were ‘loitering’ young 
people. Some of them were dressed in military uniform without any 
identification; many were intoxicated with alcohol. The third part 
were juveniles, inspired by the idea of Ukrainian nationalism and the 
most actively involved in throwing various objects at the Embassy. In 
addition, there were just curiosity seekers: young women with small 
children as well as adults and the elderly.

The actions of the attackers raised with the majority of people in the 
square only positive emotions. Everything that was going on seemed to 
be for many an entertainment event of sorts (a show).
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On October 27, 2014, the Investigative Committee of the 
Russian Federation initiated a criminal case in connection with 
the assault on the Russian Embassy in Ukraine in June, 2014, 
on the elements of crime under Art. 360(1) of the RF Criminal 
Code (attack on the official premises and means of transport of 
internationally protected persons).

So late an institution of criminal proceedings is related to the 
fact that the Investigative Committee had hoped that an objective 
investigation would be carried out by the competent authorities of 
Ukraine. However, after a few months lapsed, it became obvious 
that they had confined themselves to only a few formal arrests of 
the rioters. Neither the actual organizers of the crimes nor those 
who financed them have been punished. In addition, now, the 
amount of damage caused to the Embassy has been established. 
Therefore, the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation 
has made a decision to institute criminal proceedings to establish 
and bring to justice all the organizers and those who financed 
that offence. A legal assessment of the actions of the Minister of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine A. Avakov and his subordinates, who 
were in the square near the Russian Embassy during the riots, 
and did not take the necessary measures to suppress the criminal 
actions of the nationalists, will also be given.

October 30, 2014 
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Given that Odnorozhenko introduced himself as deputy battalion 
commander of ‘Azov’, one can assume that there could have been 
members of this unit among the perpetrators of the attack on the 
Embassy. However, in my opinion, in the first half of 2014, a legally 
formed paramilitary unit ‘Azov’ did not exist. It may have been randomly 
created to attract into its ranks ‘loitering’ young people, for further use 
as a physical force on a paid basis, including for the commission of 
unlawful acts.

In a series of provocations against the Russian Federation, there are 
numerous instances of attacks on border territory - violations of the 
state border, the shelling of customs points, attempts on the life of 
law enforcement officers and Russian military servicemen.

On June 20 and 21, 2014, the customs checkpoints MAPP 
‘Novoshakhtinsk’ and MAPP ‘Donetsk’ of the Rostov customs 
department, were shelled with large-caliber weaponry and artillery. 
As a result, numerous facilities were destroyed on their territories. 
Investigators of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation 
have recorded several damages sustained during the shelling, coming 
from the direction of the position of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, - 
bullet holes and holes from large-caliber projectiles.

On June 28, 2014, a few shells from the territory of Ukraine hit 
Vasetsky village and the city of Gukovo.

On July 3, 2014, the checkpoint MAPP ‘Novoshakhtinsk’, on July 
5 - checkpoint MAPP ‘Donetsk’, on July 10 – the territory near the 
checkpoint MAPP ‘Gukovo’ were shelled on.

On July 11, 2014, a civilian car ‘Niva’ was fired at on the state 
border between Russia and Ukraine, as the investigation showed, by a 
serviceman of the Internal Troops of the Ukrainian Interior Ministry 
who had penetrated into the territory of Russia.

On the same day, several dozen craters from blasts of high-explosive 
charges of caliber of 122 released from ‘Grad’ unit, were discovered in 
the area of Pleshakov village in the Kamensky district of the Rostov 
region.
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On July 13, 2014, as a result of the explosion of a shell coming from 
the territory of Ukraine, in the border city of Donetsk in the Rostov 
region, a civilian was killed and two women were injured.

On September 19, 2014, in the Rostov region, not far from the 
Russian-Ukrainian border, a Russian border guard was killed by an 
exploded shell.
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

The Investigative Department of the Investigative Committee of the 
Russian Federation for the Southern Federal District has initiated a 
criminal investigation into the shelling of the investigation-operational 
team from the territory of Ukraine, on the elements of crime under Art. 
317 of the RF Criminal Code (attempt on the life of a law enforcement 
officer).

According to the investigation, on July 4, 2014, the investigation-
operational team, which included investigators of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation, dressed in special vests with 
the distinctive inscription ‘Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation’, the staff of the Main Department of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs for the Rostov region in uniforms, two military servicemen, also 
wearing uniforms, and the attesting witnesses, arrived at the area near 
the rock slide located about 300-400 meters from the State border of 
the Russian Federation with Ukraine and 1.5 km from the customs 
checkpoint MAPP ‘Donetsk’, to carry out an inspection of the scene 
of the incident during the pre-investigative examination of alleged 
bombings from the territory of Ukraine, traces of which might be found 
on the territory of the Rostov region.

On the territory of the Russian Federation, in the forest belt, traces 
of exploded shells were discovered, which the demining engineers began 
to examine. At that time, servicemen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
armed members of the National Guard of Ukraine and the militants 
of the ‘Right Sector’, in order to prevent the lawful activities of law 
enforcement and military personnel, fired not less than eight shots 
of explosive shells from an unidentified weapon from the Ukrainian 
territory, at the place of deployment of the investigation-operational 
team, which for safety reasons immediately left the scene, and so 
managed to avoid having victims. As a result of the explosions, the car of 
the investigation-operational team received multiple shrapnel damage. 
An inspection of the vehicle was performed then, which recorded the 
damage.

July 5, 2014
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The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation

On July 25, 2014, the investigation team consisting of officers of 
the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, during 
the inspection of an area to the west of the village of Primiussky 
in the Kuybyshev district of the Rostov region, in connection 
with shelling of this area from the territory of Ukraine on July 23, 
2014, was subjected to a massive mortar attack. The staff of the 
Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation were wearing 
clothing with distinctive signs and inscriptions.

With regard to this fact, the Investigative Department of 
the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation for the 
Southern Federal District initiated a criminal case on the elements 
of crimes under Art. 30(3), Art. 105(2)(a, b, e, zh) (attempted 
murder), Art. 317 (attempt on the life of a law enforcement 
officer) of the RF Criminal Code

There is no doubt that those firing from the side of Ukraine 
carried out precision shelling, intending to kill members of the 
Russian law enforcement agencies. And, apparently, only the 
timely evacuation of the investigators, under the cover of armored 
motor transport, prevented them from implementing their intent. 
According to the investigation, while in the courtyard of her 
house during this shelling, a minor female resident of Primiussky 
village received a minor concussion.

July 26, 2014



276

Evidence of crimes in Southeastern Ukraine

The Embassy building was pelted with stones and Molotov cocktails

The attackers tore down the State flag of the Russian Federation



277

The attack on the Russian Embassy in Ukraine and the shelling of border areas

Nationalists smashing Embassy vehicles

The Embassy building sustained heavy damage
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CHAPTER III. RUSSIA’S ASSISTANCE  
TO THE POPULATION OF DONBASS 

§ 1. Humanitarian convoy

The armed conflict in the south-east of Ukraine has affected a significant 
part of the territory of the Donetsk and Lugansk regions. The fighting 
resulted in the destruction of infrastructure and critical supply systems 
of settlements, stopping businesses and reducing the standard of living, 
causing a huge flow of citizens forced to leave Ukraine. This situation 
indicated an impending humanitarian catastrophe.

The decision by the President of the Russian Federation and the 
Government of the Russian Federation to provide humanitarian aid to 
the population of the south-eastern regions of Ukraine, helped to avoid 
many tragic consequences, and save thousands of human lives. One 
could say that the humanitarian aid delivered by the Russian Ministry 
of Emergency Situations (EMERCOM of Russia), has become the only 
source of survival of the inhabitants of the affected areas.

Within the framework of the country leadership’s decision, 
EMERCOM of Russia, jointly with the federal executive bodies, 
executive bodies of subjects of the Russian Federation, local self-
government bodies and public organizations organized the gathering 
and delivering of humanitarian aid. In total, between August 2014 
and October 2015, 41 humanitarian convoys were sent to the Donetsk 
and Lugansk regions. More than 50 thousand tons of cargo: food 
products, medicines, building materials, means of energy supply, fuels 
and lubricant materials, material means for agricultural purposes and 
others, have been delivered.

The residents of Debaltsevo in the Donetsk region, which became 
tragically famous due to the ‘Debaltsevo kettle’, did not remain without 
attention and help. To this locality more than 200 tons of cargo, most of 
which were food products and baby food, were urgently delivered.

The explosion at the Zasyadko mine in the Donetsk region killed 
33 people. Formed in less than a day, the extraordinary humanitarian 
convoy (over 200 tons) also carried targeted assistance to the families of 
the killed or injured miners. 
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EMERCOM of Russia

The next stage of the humanitarian aid provision to the residents 
of the Donetsk and Lugansk regions has been successfully 
completed. A motorcade of the Ministry of Emergency Situations 
(EMERCOM) of Russia, being number 41 in line, has delivered 
to the Donetsk and Lugansk regions more than 1,100 tons of 
humanitarian cargos.

On their way back from Lugansk and Donetsk, all the vehicles 
passed the established customs procedures at border checkpoints 
‘Donetsk’ and ‘Matveev Kurgan’.

Thanks to the professionalism of Russian EMERCOM 
officers responsible for organizing, forming and transporting 
the humanitarian aid, another shipment of vital cargo has 
been promptly delivered to the population of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions. In such operations, a lot depends on the drivers-
rescuers who every time, throughout the route, are at their most 
concentrated and attentive. An important role is played by the 
mechanics who take care of a timely and quality maintenance of 
automobiles and are ready, where necessary, to troubleshoot or 
repair a breakdown en route. 

The cargo for Russian EMERCOM’s 41st humanitarian 
convoy was formed on the basis of applications made by the 
Donetsk and Lugansk regions. Since August 2014, motorcades of 
the Russian EMERCOM have delivered more than 50 thousand 
tons of humanitarian cargo to the residents of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions. 

October 15, 2015
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Delivered, as part of the humanitarian aid, seeds and fertilizers 
helped ‘revive’ the socio-economic life of Donbass. Spring fieldwork 
helped to create new jobs, reduce social tension, lay the foundations for 
the security of food supply and give hope for a peaceful life.  

Participation of non-governmental organizations (individual 
entrepreneurs and private persons) in the formation of cargos of 
humanitarian aid has helped provide targeted support to many social 
facilities, including higher education institutions. Active participants in 
this work were: the All-Russian public organization ‘ROSSOYUZSPAS’, 
Lomonosov Moscow State University and the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry of the Russian Federation.

Delivered goods allowed to provide socially vulnerable categories of 
the population with food, uninterrupted medical care to victims, fuels 
and lube materials to the emergency services, the restoration of social, 
health, housing and communal services; to carry out spring fieldwork 
in the affected areas and to create conditions for the stabilization of the 
socio-economic situation.

Humanitarian operations, conducted by the EMERCOM of 
Russia to provide assistance to the residents of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions, – constitute enormous work. It requires maximum 
concentration of effort and attention from all those involved in this 
work. It depends on them whether parents can feed their children; if 
patients receive medical care; if the doors of kindergartens and schools 
will open.

Undoubtedly, this is why the white trucks of the humanitarian 
convoys of Russian EMERCOM have become a symbol of hope for the 
residents of Donbass.

In the Rostov region, in connection with the military operations, 
massive border crossing by the Russian-speaking citizens of Ukraine 
has begun. Almost round the clock, the Interagency Operations 
Headquarters, composed of representatives of the regional 
government, the EMERCOM, the Interior Ministry, the Migration 
Service, the Investigative Committee and other bodies, coordinated 
and supervised the admission, housing and provision for the 
citizens of Ukraine. The Headquarters interacted constantly with a 
dedicated group, responsible for the rapid dissemination of reliable 
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In the Rostov region, the formation of Russian EMERCOM’s 
42nd humanitarian aid convoy for the residents of the Donetsk 
and Lugansk regions has been completed. It will depart the Don 
Rescue Center of the EMERCOM of Russia on the morning of 
October 22, 2015.

In total, over 100 automobiles laden with humanitarian aid 
weighing more than 1,000 tons, will leave for the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions. The most cargo is food products (canned foods, 
groats, and sugar). 

The humanitarian cargo for the convoy came from public 
organizations and trade unions in various regions of Russia.

Before the lading, a mandatory regular technical inspection 
of the vehicles, their refueling and replacement of expendables 
were carried out. The drivers have been instructed and are ready 
to go. 

October 21, 2015

EMERCOM of Russia
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information in the media and social networks on the development of 
the situation.

At four road checkpoints, special centers were set up for admission, 
registration and allocation of the arriving people. Sometimes, more 
than a thousand people arrived here per day. People were temporarily 
housed there, received food, psychological and medical care.

In hotels, boarding houses, recreation houses, dormitories – 
temporary accommodation centers (PVRs) were organized, which 
provided hot meals three times a day, a mother-child center operating 
around the clock, leisure facilities, gaming and sports fields, consumer 
services facilities, the Internet and mobile telephone services. 

Investigators from the Investigative Committee worked with 
Ukrainian citizens who had suffered from the fighting in the area of the 
‘anti-terrorist operation’. 

The new arrivals received handouts, with information on help for 
solving problems, providing ‘hot-line’ telephone numbers of emergency, 
rescue services, help services, authorities, etc.

In the Don steppes, communal infrastructure and campgrounds 
were created ‘from scratch’.

All temporary accommodation centers, especially those in the field, 
were working at maximum load. On some days in 2014, the number of 
people allocated to them exceeded the norm by 1.5-2 times, but the 
centers fulfilled their assignment – provided people with essential first 
aid.

Volunteers and individual organizations helped with a cultural 
and leisure assistance program, including tours for persons with 
disabilities and children. Humanitarian aid was sent to the temporary 
accommodation centers. The rest of the humanitarian aid was stored 
at specially created centers for collection, accounting and distribution.

In the first days of migration growth, help came mainly from 
residents of the Don, and that is when there was genuine mass support 
by the population. In this challenging environment, the best qualities of 
the Russian man were demonstrated. People responded to the distress 
of others and helped many citizens of Ukraine. And today, forced 
migrants continue to live with families of Rostov.
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The FMS of Russia

Information on the situation with regard to Ukrainian  
citizens and stateless persons who have left Ukraine in an  

emergency, and en masse

The FMS of Russia monitoring of the appeals of Ukrainian citizens in 
the Russian Federation as of September 30, 2015 shows the following.

Since April 1, 2014, in total 1,089,618 citizens of the south east of 
Ukraine have entered the territory of the Russian Federation and not 
departed as of that date.

On the territory of 69 constituent entities of the Russian Federation, 
321 centers for temporary accommodation have been established, 
which house 18,156 people, including 5,794 children (under 18 years).

In the private sector, 569,566 persons are housed.
In the period from the beginning of 2014 until September 30, 2015 

there have been requests as follows:
an application for refugee status – 6,082 persons;
an application for temporary asylum – 395,119 persons;
for a temporary residence permit - 259,965 persons;
an application for participation in the Government Program for 

promoting voluntary resettlement of compatriots on the territory of 
the Russian Federation from abroad (with family members) – 146,367 
persons;

an application for citizenship of the Russian Federation – 125,312 
persons;

for a residence permit – 60,206 people.
For support and humanitarian assistance to Ukrainian refugees, 

the Russian Federation has allocated 11 billion rubles.
September 30, 2015
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A huge number of non-governmental organizations, volunteers, 
residents of the area, civil servants and law enforcement officials have 
rallied to carry out a state task.

Starting from 2014, more than 2.5 million Ukrainian citizens have 
arrived in the territory of the Russian Federation. The majority returned 
to their place of permanent residence, some stayed in Russia.
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The state of emergency, introduced a year ago in the areas bordering 
with Ukraine in the Rostov region of Russia, and later in the entire 
region, is still to be retained, as reported by the EMERCOM Main 
Department for the region.

By the order of the governor of the region, Vasily Golubev, on June 
4 last year, in the border areas, a state of emergency was introduced, and 
already on June 30 it was extended to the entire territory of the region. 
In August, the number of refugees in the region exceeded 56 thousand, 
but since September, after the armistice, the refugees began to return 
home.

A new influx of citizens of the contiguous state to Russia began in 
January 2015, when the intensity of shelling in Donbass increased.

“It was anticipated to end the state of emergency at the beginning 
of this year, when we had taken in a small number of refugees, but due 
to the deterioration of the situation, the state of emergency has been 
retained,” – the RIA News was told by deputy head of the EMERCOM 
Main Department for the Rostov region, Igor Grammatin.

June 5, 2015

Four temporary accommodation centers for Ukrainian refugees continue 
to operate in the Rostov region, the rest are closed, - a representative of 
the regional government told RIA News.

In mid-February, the region had created more than 40 centers for 
the accommodation of refugees; the number of citizens of the contiguous 
state in the Rostov region exceeded 40 thousand people. After a while, 
the refugees began to return home more actively. By mid-May, seven 
temporary accommodation centers were left working in the region.

“Today, four temporary accommodation centers take refugees, three 
of which are in the Neklinovsky district and one in the Belokalitvensky 
district,” – the interlocutor told the agency. He clarified that now there 
are about 1.3 thousand people accommodated in them. Altogether, in the 
region there are about 37.2 thousand refugees.

June 2, 2015
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The population has an acute lack of food. Saved only by humanitarian aid
Photo by Andrey Stenin

In urban areas, water supplies are out of service.  
Water has to be brought in tanks

Photo by Andrey Stenin
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Railway communication is interrupted
Photo by Andrey Stenin

Social facilities and infrastructures of cities and settlements are destroyed
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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An unexploded mine no longer frightens anyone
Photo by Andrey Stenin

Saving sacred icons
Photo by Andrey Stenin
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Russian EMERCOM convoy of humanitarian aid to residents of Donbass
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§ 2. Stories of migrants published in the media

“Mom, when are we going to the basement?”
The newspaper ‘Zhityo-Bytyo’ (‘Life and Times’) of 25 October 

2014

This was the first question four-year-old Dasha asked, after she was 
brought from Ukraine to Tambov.

Fyodor and Natalya live in the settlement Zavodskoi, in the 
Pervomaysky district of the Tambov region. On October 6, they saw in 
the news on ‘Channel One’ a story about a family of the Donetsk region. 
The story told about four-year-old Dasha, with cerebral palsy, who was 
forced, along with her family, to hide in a bomb shelter. Hostilities had 
begun in their town, Yasinovataya, with constant shelling and bombing.

– The report lasted 29 seconds, – says Fyodor. – As soon as it ended, 
Natasha and I looked at each other, and the decision just came by itself: 
“We will bring the baby here.” We stayed up half the night talking about 
it and in the morning began to call the ‘Channel One’ to find out how 
to contact these people. We also have a daughter, Vasilina, who suffers 
from cerebral palsy. These children have a very weak immune system 
and with such a diagnosis and at such an age, living in the basement is 
out of the question.

Two months living in the basement
Dasha’s diagnosis – hydrocephalus and paraparesis of the lower 

limbs. Walking alone is impossible – only with support. Her main 
support was aunt Lyuda, who has been taking care of the girl from 
early childhood, while her mother works far away from home. Besides 
Dasha, Lyudmila is also raising her older brother and her own 15-year-
old daughter, Yulia. When Fyodor called her, the first thing she asked 
was whether she could take her oldest daughter with her.

– At our place, three young men were killed by a shell from a 
howitzer. My daughter was not far from that spot, I was so frightened, – 
says Lyudmila. – We had to live in the bomb shelter because it was very 
scary to stay above ground.

For nearly two months, Lyudmila, together with the children and 
her elderly mother, lived in the bomb shelter under the building of the 
local school. The military, that were stationed nearby, shared their food 
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and installed a generator in the basement, so that there was electricity. 
The director of the school brought mattresses, pillows and chairs. There 
were constantly 94 people in a small room. They went outside only to 
fetch water. 

– Once the story was broadcast, a day went by – recalls Lyudmila. – 
Then the journalist came to us again and said that a family from Tambov 
had invited us to stay with them. We immediately agreed, of course. 
They filmed a report about us; we talked with Fyodor on the phone and, 
together with the journalists, went to the border with the Rostov region. 
The area through which we drove was under DPR control, but it was 
under constant fire from the Ukrainian army. At any moment, a shot 
could be fired – we were just lucky that it did not happen. Dasha was 
very frightened and began to cry when the car bounced over the bumps. 

“You’re so scratchy!”
Arriving at the border, Lyudmila, Yulia and little Dasha went 

through the checkpoint together with the reporters. And on Russian 
territory, Natalya and Fyodor were already waiting for them.

– Everyone was confused and excited when we first saw each other, 
– recalls Natalya. – But Dasha quickly defused the situation. Fyodor 
took her in his arms, and as he had a beard, she said to him: 

“You’re so scratchy!” With this spontaneity, the adults immediately 
relaxed too. 

The largest room in the house, and all necessary things, had been 
prepared for the guests. Within days, Yulia was enrolled in school. 
Stationery, uniform and shoes were provided by the local administration. 
Also, they promised to help with winter clothing. Financial assistance 
was not provided so far, but Natalya and Fyodor did not ask for anything.

– We are not rich, but we have everything of our own – meat, milk, 
vegetables from the garden, – explains Fyodor. – I’ve been farming for 
almost a year, so there is no problem with food. I think that we can 
provide this family with everything necessary. Most importantly, the 
children should be all right. Dasha has not yet recovered from all this 
horror. Her first words, when we got home, were, “Mom, when are 
we going to the basement?” She is also afraid to go out on the street. 
Recently, we bought a horse for the rehabilitation of Vasilina, wanted to 
show it  Dasha, but she refused to go, said: “I will not go there – there 
are tanks, and they are bombing!” And if any of the adults wants to go 
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outside, especially at night, she starts to cry, does not let go, shouts: “Do 
not go out, you will get killed!” We were promised to get a psychologist 
to work with her.

Assistance offered from all over the world
Lyudmila’s mother and Dasha’s older brother are still in 

Yasinovataya. According to Fyodor, if the situation in the Donetsk region 
does not stabilize in the near future, they will have them transported to 
their place also. 

– Even before this story was broadcast, we had the idea to help 
Ukrainians who have found themselves in a difficult situation – says 
Fyodor. – We wanted to collect humanitarian aid, and then found out 
that there was already such a family here nearby. A man turned to us for 
help and we began helping them with milk, money and firewood. This 
happened a week before the broadcast about Dasha. We are constantly 
getting calls from everywhere – from Washington, from Germany – 
I’m not even talking about Russia. People empathize – there are many 
wanting to help. And now, many ask about Lyuda – how long will they 
stay, but right now it is not clear how to answer this question. I say that 
they will stay with us till spring for sure, and then we’ll see what the 
situation will be. If everything settles down, we will not hold them, 
of course. But if it is bad, let them remain until it will be safe for the 
children to live in their native country. 

“The lost land. Ukrainian refugees in the Smolensk region told about 
the horrors of war” 

‘Komsomolskaya Pravda’ dated July 10, 2014

Yekaterina came from Lugansk with a small child in her arms. They are 
relatively lucky – thanks to her husband’s connections, they managed 
to leave the city before the major bombings, despite the fact that most 
of the roads were closed and subjected to shelling. But the price of the 
move is great – left behind on the other side, are the beloved husband 
and relatives. 

– It is good, that it was possible to leave Lugansk more or less 
safely – says Yekaterina. – Explosions, helicopters, constant noise – 
all this was very frightening. Out of fear, you are just running around 
the house, not knowing where to go or what to do. We had no special 
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shelters. At most – those who could, hid in the basement. It is awful, 
when children playing in the street during a short period of calm, divide 
into military teams of ‘pravoseki’ (‘Right Sector’) and militias. When 
we arrived in Crimea, the fireworks thundering there, we associated 
with the place from which we fled. It was especially scary for a child. 
In Crimea, we met a family, with which a psychologist was working. 
Whereas we left Lugansk just in time, these people experienced all the 
horrors of war.

Yekaterina shares her impressions of their reception and their plans:
– We did not expect that we would be made so welcome here. But 

still I want to return home. The family is there, everything is close and 
dear. You know what they say: “East or West, home is best.” Of course, 
if everything will be normal. We all believe in the victory. But all that is 
taking place there – it’s not normal. 

Alexandra left Lugansk on June 17 with a three weeks old baby 
in her arms. When one of the last buses was leaving the town, massive 
shelling from heavy equipment began, and the militants of the ‘Right– 
sector’ blew up the bridge. By this time, it turned out that all the major 
roads were blocked. No sooner had they jumped into the last ‘corridor’ 
than they were bringing a ‘Grad’ unit to the city. They also shelled the 
bus with Alexandra, killing one person.

Sometimes Sasha is able to contact relatives by video link. Now it 
is quiet in their neighborhood, but in the city center and bus terminal 
there are constant skirmishes. The decision for Alexandra leaving was 
made by the whole family:

– First of all, it was necessary to take away the children. It is unlikely 
that we will return. If ours win, we will come to visit. Otherwise ... Where 
they promise to shoot and send to concentration camps people such as 
me, especially since I voted in favor of the referendum, for the future 
Republic, I will stay here. Now, over there, they will not let us live and 
work in peace. 

Now Alexandra is making plans for the future. She has three 
children (one – is one month old, the second – one and a half, the 
eldest – six years old), so social assistance will surely be needed, which 
currently would be impossible to get in Lugansk.

The mother of many children admitted that the compassion and 
caring for migrants were a surprise:  
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– We were well received. We like everything here. And the people 
are civilized and responsive. To be honest, we did not expect such a 
reception. We thought we would just get a roof over our heads and 
that’s all. But here, there are all the right conditions and nutrition, and, 
importantly, medical treatment. When leaving Crimea, we had no idea 
where we would be taken. But it turned out to be here – a pleasant 
surprise for all of us. I think the children and I were very lucky.

Andrei grew up in an ordinary family. He was trained as an 
electrician. When fighting broke out, he enlisted with a militia. They 
lived in an old abandoned house. They did not light a fire, in order not 
to draw unnecessary attention. One day, there was mortar fire around 
the house, after which the leadership hinted that it was time to leave.

– I had about 12 hours to leave Slavyansk. And now I do not want 
to go back, and besides, there is nowhere to go, everything has been 
bombed down. People are simply just harvested off the street and filtered 
there. After Great Patriotic War, my great-grandfather had his ears cut 
off, legs broken with sticks and then thrown down a well by Banderites. 
And now I owe them a smile?

The way back for Andrei has been cut off. Although relatives have 
remained in Ukraine, it is too dangerous to return. Andrei, as a militiaman, 
would be accused of terrorism and sent to prison for at least 15 years. In 
addition, the shelling of the city is becoming increasingly intense. 

– Imagine, Nikolaevka – this is on the outskirts of Slavyansk. 
And for 8 hours without interruption we were under fire. Just out of 
curiosity, I measured the shell crater in the dugout trench – about 50-
100 centimeters. They came to us from the OSCE but it was useless. 
The ‘Right Sector’ guys used poison gas against us in the middle of the 
day. I counted 14 volleys. And how can we fight if only every third guy 
has a rifle made in 1953, and not even enough cartridges... 

There were times, the National Guard troops just laid down their 
weapons and walked toward civilians. However, for this they would then 
get punished by the ‘Right Sector’ guys. Many of those who attack the 
ranks of the militia – former convicts who had been given weapons and 
pointed in the direction of Slavyansk, – says Andrei.

– Once we caught one and began to search, only to find a bag with 
syringes. When you shoot these people, they are in an amorphous state 
and continue to move until they fall.
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Natalya is sitting on the couch and gently presses the child to her 
chest. Her hands are frantically tugging at the hem of her robe. For 
these people, the war – is already a stage suffered back then, which they 
have managed to overcome.

– We decided to leave Slavyansk, when five ‘Grad’ installations 
were directed toward our settlement. We literally had just two hours to 
pack up and leave town. 

In Slavyansk, people are imprisoned only for hanging the St. 
George ribbon in the car. For wearing a symbol of the Victory, you can 
find yourself in jail for 15-20 years. Mothers, who sent their sons to the 
army, are in constant tears. They are afraid just of the thought what their 
children will be ordered to do.

In the center of Slavyansk, there is no water, no electricity or 
communications. Overhead, there is only sky, soaked with the smell of 
blood and demolished buildings.  

– For two months, we woke up and fell asleep to the sound of gunfire. 
There were no normal people there. For the terrorists, everything is 
in the order of things. They could shell a children’s hospital, and a 
maternity hospital, there was not a place where gunfire was not heard. If 
only for one night, all the Ukrainian leaders could be gathered and put 
in the basement, then they would know how difficult it is to ordinary 
people.

Natalya, her husband and children went to Crimea. From there 
they were flown by Russian EMERCOM airplane, together with other 
refugees, to Russia. They did not know where they were being taken and 
what would happen next, but one thing they clearly understood – there 
would be no war there, and therefore they would have a chance to start 
a new life.

“Authentic stories of two families of refugees who came to Altai: 
“There is a hope that everything will be fine!”

Information Agency ‘Amitel’, September 24, 2014

The events in Ukraine have not passed by the closed administrative-
territorial formation ZATO ‘Siberian’ in Altai Krai either. It would 
be hard to find a single person indifferent to what is happening in the 
country where he has remaining friends or close relatives. And everyone, 
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who can help in any way, does not stand aside. Last month, refugees 
began arriving in ZATO ‘Siberian’ using every opportunity to get away 
from the fighting, to protect their children. Some of them talked to 
reporters.

“Morally, it has become very hard ...”
Lyubov Petrovna, her husband Alexei Aleksandrovich and their youngest 
son Andrei came in early August from Volnogorsk, the Dnepropetrovsk 
region. 

– The town is small, but for the ‘important’ people it is an important 
site, because titanium is extracted there, – explains Lyubov Petrovna. 
– A leading production company is located here and now there is a 
struggle over this territory. Once we heard the first shots over the city, 
without waiting for the actual war, we hurried to leave. Not having time 
to sell the apartment, packing only three suitcases, my husband, our son 
Andrei and I moved to Altai, leaving all our possessions accumulated 
over the years in Volnogorsk. Here, in the ZATO ‘Siberian’, our eldest 
son, Dmitry, lives and works. And now we live with him. 

I come from Altai, and my husband – from Saratov, he served for 
a long time in the military. The collapse of the USSR had overtaken 
us in Krivoy Rog, and Alexei did not transfer into the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine, but instead, transferred to civilian work. So we settled in 
the Dnepropetrovsk region. I had wanted to move to Altai Krai for a 
long time, but my husband refused. But once they started to shoot in 
Volnogorsk, Alexei did not resist. The situation there was getting worse 
every day: before, the kindergarten next door to us was closed, now it is 
inhabited by refugees from Donbass, there are a lot of wounded soldiers 
in the hospital. Emotionally, it was very hard!

I used to work as a primary school teacher, but was forced to 
resign because my Ukrainian language is not very good. When 
Crimea became part of Russia, life for Russians became unbearable: 
colleagues at school are afraid to say anything in Russian. People are 
like zombies: on TV such doom and gloom about Russia! Friends 
of our family, with whom we socialized for many years, also started 
calling us ‘occupants’. No wonder they say that friends are those in 
times of trouble. In the last two months before departure, I did not 
turn on the TV, – it was impossible to watch Ukrainian news. Because 
of this, even in families discord arises: the Ukrainian husband barks 
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at his Russian wife, accuses her of supporting V.V. Putin. The Russian 
television channels were turned off already in May, removed satellite 
dishes, and in the Internet it is also impossible to watch Russian news 
programs, everything is blocked. Although they cover everything 
properly, do not deceive or embellish the events in Ukraine. There, 
they really can kill quietly any undesirable people in their own yard; 
there are many rapes, and all the representatives of the western sector 
do not fight, but work exclusively on cleaning out, as punishers – I 
know this from my acquaintances. 

Before leaving, we maintained connection with Dmitry via Skype, 
he insisted to come quickly. We hurried to leave also because we were 
afraid for Andrei – he could be mobilized into the army. So he resigned 
from his job: because they could easily drive up to the plant and take 
him into the army. Our acquaintances’ sons hide out in the country 
dacha because they do not want to participate in this. My husband and 
I are Russian and educated our son to respect the Slavic culture. In 
the last month, I lost 15 kg in weight, even during clearing customs, 
they had difficulty recognizing me from my documents – I was so very 
worried for our son. After all, if he were taken to serve, we would have 
had to buy him a bulletproof vest, and the rest of the protective gear. 
And this is not less than 10 thousand that we would have had to spend 
– where would we get such money? And without protective outfit, for 
how long time would he have fought in a T-shirt and sneakers? Now we 
sleep peacefully at night, we are fine.

We are gradually settling down. I’ll look for a job, Andrei, albeit 
with a technical education, will take any. People treat us kindly, with 
understanding, they offer help. Now we live in the family of our eldest 
son, found a home in Ozerki and our son took out a loan, so we will buy 
it soon. We are getting our documents in order – today, for example, we 
began applying for a medical insurance policy. In Ukraine, all medical 
services had to be paid, here it will be easier. The only bad thing is 
that it is necessary to wait for nine months before we start to receive 
a pension. We are going to wait until the documents are processed. 
Now we live at the expense of our son. Many people are hesitant to 
leave Ukraine: they have nowhere to move, and to no one and with 
no means; if there are no relatives, it is difficult to start a new life in 
another country.
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“We do not want to go back there!”
Konstantin Konstantinovich and Svetlana Gennadyevna and their 
two daughters arrived in ‘Siberian’ in late August. Konstantin’s older 
brother – Gennady Konstantinovich lives here. Their family home is 
located in the infamous Amvrosievka, in the Donetsk region. This is 
where there is a real war going on. Here is what they have to tell us about 
their experiences.

– It all started on May 11 this year, when the referendum on 
the self-determination of the Donetsk People’s Republic was held. 
Donbass was not planning to secede from Ukraine – it was just a 
question of autonomy, which Crimea had already received by that 
time. The purpose of the referendum was to ensure that in Donetsk, 
– the area with the largest industrial enterprises: mines, chemical and 
metallurgical plants, cement plants – remained more of the money 
earned in the region. Large sums of money left us and went to Kiev, and 
very little was allocated to Donbass – it all settled in the capital.

More precisely, it all started even earlier, when for the first time 
celebrating Victory Day was banned, replacing it with a day of ‘zhaloba’ 
i.e. Day of Mourning. At the same time the flag, which in 1945 was raised 
over the Reichstag by the 75th Division, was abolished, and all were 
stripped of their St. George ribbons and threatened with imprisonment 
for wearing them.

We were afraid that the May 11 referendum might not take place, 
that there could be provocations. It was held only in one location, 
which was guarded by men in flak jackets, but unarmed, since there 
were no weapons, they protected, so to say, with their chests. The stream 
of people at the referendum was huge – more than 90% of the city’s 
population came, which never happened before. People came even after 
the end of voting, so great was the desire to vote for self-determination 
of the DPR. Later, in the presidential election, the turnout was low: in 
May we had already made our choice and did not want to change our 
decision.

After Kiev did not recognize the results of the referendum, Ukrainian 
troops started to pull up to the city. Residents built roadblocks from tires 
to prevent military equipment from entering the city. Ordinary people 
were on duty, all unarmed. They were simply guarding their city as best 
as they could.
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At night we more and more often heard the rumble of military 
equipment because we lived on the outskirts of Amvrosievka, and in the 
morning saw traces of tank tracks on the asphalt. Then the equipment 
went straight through the center of the city. Then we, as everyone else, 
sat home, while someone counted that 200 units of equipment passed 
through Amvrosievka, all at one time.

Our roadblock was burned down quickly, – they demonstratively 
shot at and burned a civilian car there. There were few DPR people 
at our place, and they were gone; basically, there were just ordinary 
civilians. The city was one of the first to be captured by Ukrainian 
troops. It happened two weeks after the referendum.

The exit from the city was blocked, and they encircled the city with 
a dense ring. At night, the military launched stun grenades and aircraft 
was constantly circling in the sky.  

For two months, the whole family slept in one room, right in their 
clothes. The cellar in the house was always kept open, to hide quickly. 
After the referendum the number of pupils markedly diminished: the 
first wave of refugees began. Our youngest daughter we took to the 
kindergarten, but after a while they called: take her away, immediately, 
there is going to be a ‘sweep’! The word ‘sweep’ became an everyday word 
for us. We ran for children, and quickly back home, to the basement. 
Then we simply stopped taking the children to school and kindergarten. 
In kindergarten where our daughter went, instead of seven groups only 
one remained, and still there were few children, only those who had 
nowhere else to go.

Then at night, they started to shoot more often, later – in the 
evenings also. We became accustomed to the fact that around five or six 
in the evening, we had to go to the basement. The Ukrainian military 
stood at the exit of Amvrosievka and fired on Saur-Mogila. Very quickly, 
everyone learned to distinguish where the shooting was coming from 
and where the shells were flying.

The first bombing was on June 14, at 14:45 – it came from a 
‘Grad’ installation. The shells hit houses, damaging some of them 
badly; destroyed the market, burned the shops, killed several people, 
some were wounded, the blast had shattered glass in many windows. 
Then, for about two weeks all was calm, we heard shelling of nearby 
settlements – Snezhnoye, Shakhtyorsk and others. And then shooting 
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began by day! All organizations gave instructions on how to behave 
during the shelling.

Amvrosievka is located about forty kilometers from the 
checkpoint ‘Uspenka’ on the border with the Rostov region, and 
everyone knew that there were queues of refugees there, many 
kilometers long. But we still hoped that it might blow over, that 
things would get better, and were one of the last, that decided to give 
up everything and leave.

Even before the referendum, Russian TV channels had been disabled 
and Ukrainian propaganda persistently persuaded that everyone in 
Donbass were terrorists and separatists, including newborns. Anyone 
who speaks Russian is a terrorist and separatist! Eighteen year-old boys 
were indoctrinated to the extent that once drafted into the army, they 
firmly believed that they were liberating the United Ukraine from these 
terrorists and separatists. We knew that initially, the Ukrainian military 
salary was 2,000 hryvnia, about 8,000 rubles, then the government, 
after their perturbation, increased it three times, and from then on the 
bombings of the cities and villages intensified. The Ukrainian media 
has done everything to drum into the people’s heads, that Ukraine was 
attacked by Russia. But we understood: how can people run to a country 
that, as we are assured, attacked them?!

In the beginning, sitting in the basement during the bombing, we 
tried to tell our daughters that those were fireworks, that someone was 
celebrating. But soon, the children no longer believed it, and learned to 
distinguish what was flying – a mine, a bomb, a shell ... Only after our 
departure, we learned that in the course of the attacks even ‘Uragan’ 
and ‘Smerch’ were used.

When they began to bomb constantly, we decided to leave. But the 
real turning point for us, and not only us, was the death of a person – 
known and respected by the whole city. A children’s neuropathologist, 
a doctor from God, she was only 40 years old, and her child – six years 
old. She had already quit her job and was going to move in with her 
relatives in Belarus, with her whole family, when she was hit by a bomb 
in the street. It tore off her feet, and for several hours her colleagues 
were fighting for her life, but could not do anything ... We were shocked, 
because we knew her and her husband. Something like this will never 
be forgotten! 
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We had wanted to leave a few days earlier from Amvrosievka, but our 
dad had to resign from work, take his work record book. To do this, he 
went to Ilovaysk and stayed there for two days under constant bombing. 
The city was blocked; there were masked men with Kalashnikovs and 
machine guns and tanks everywhere. (…) 

At first, I was hiding wherever I could from the mortar attacks, and 
then landed in at a bomb shelter, with a 50 beds capacity, instead of 
the 100-120 people actually crowded in – mostly children, women and 
old people. Who could have thought, that after Great Patriotic War, it 
would be necessary to save bomb shelters! We sat there almost without 
water and without food: water was given only to children, and adults 
only moistened their lips. Once, the ‘Grad’ installations went silent, 
and everyone came out to get some air. Suddenly – another bang. The 
‘Grad’ hit the bomb shelter directly, severely cutting two women with 
shrapnel, and one had her eye knocked out ...

All night we were under fire – four shells hit the bomb shelter right 
on target; above, everything was razed to the ground. At five in the 
morning, when the cannonade subsided, people in masks and uniforms 
with DPR chevrons appeared. We learned that they had found the 
spotter, who sat on the roof of the hospital. That was why, the city was 
bombed so precisely...

Then, I took a chance to get out of Ilovaysk. Only on the second day, 
I was able to reach home from someone else’s phone. I walked through 
the city under mortar fire, saw people were lashed by shrapnel, and was 
scraped a bit myself. I was lucky, because at that time they opened up 
a ‘green corridor’ for short time, although all the roads were blocked 
and they fired without warning, specially targeting cell-phone towers, 
so that there would be no connection.

A single, one-and-only bus, packed full of people, was heading 
for Donetsk. The driver was sly, went through such villages that I, a 
local resident, never even knew. Usually, you can get from Donetsk 
to Amvrosievka within an hour, but we drove 8 hours and still got 
ambushed: APC, masked men, tanks, ‘Grad’ installations ... The driver 
somehow managed to negotiate with the Ukrainian military (though it 
is understandable how: they are greedy for money), and we drove on.

Amvrosievka struck us as unusually empty... In just several months, 
the town had become completely different: looting, rape, child abuse 
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began, schools and kindergartens did not work, produce disappeared 
from stores and there was no one to deliver any, hospitals did not 
receive any medications, prices climbed up, pensions and salaries were 
not paid, banks closed. Somehow collectors managed to fill one ATM 
in the entire town, and within two days people raked out all the cash, 
standing in line around the clock...

Those left in Amvrosievka are ones who do not have relatives or 
those who, like our parents, are just a bit away from retirement age, 
and being railroad workers for generations, are really sorry to lose 
everything. Now they are working six hours, two days a week, – not 
even working actually, just listed, – because the railroad line they were 
servicing, had been bombed. We were lucky that we had time to resign 
officially with our work record cards and all our documents in hand, 
so there are no problems in Russia. Many others, however, left with 
nothing.

We traveled by our car to the Russian border. We fastened a sign – 
‘Children’– and a white flag, and our mother clutched an icon close 
to her chest the whole way. In Russia, everything went well – we were 
greeted warmly everywhere, helped in the shops and the traffic police 
checkpoints. Thank you so much to all! And in ‘Siberian’ they treat us 
well and help in everything. Just recently, we received access passes to 
the town, and things have started moving quicker with the processing of 
other documents as well. We would like to get temporary asylum here, 
followed by Russian citizenship.

We do not want to return to Ukraine, although we had everything 
there – our own house, which was so hard to get, work we loved 
(Konstantin is an electrician of the distance electricity supply contact 
network with rank 5, Svetlana – accountant by profession, but worked 
in a hospital as a secretary), decent wages, a school and a kindergarten. 
It seemed: just live and be happy!

It was hard to leave, but it was impossible to stay, – we have 
children! In Ukraine, they have no future. Now the history of Ukraine 
and the history of Russia – this is heaven and earth. I do not want to 
see our daughters go to history lessons where the Great Patriotic War 
would be presented upside down, saying Bandera was a national hero, 
and then we would not be able to explain to them that this is not so. I 
do not want them to talk and learn only in Ukrainian; with the Russian 
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language, they would have no future. The infrastructure of our town is 
dilapidated and prices for everything have soared, including communal 
service payments. Gasoline, translated into Russian money, is 80 rubles 
per liter, petrol stations are empty, no salaries and pensions, – it is not 
clear at all what will happen in the winter.

We know that not all refugees are satisfied with their situation. 
Those who left Ukraine first, behave differently than those who did 
so later. They cannot adequately assess the aid they have received in 
Russia, because when coming here, they thought, the same conditions 
would be created for them here as back in Ukraine. They have not 
experienced what others experienced – what we have experienced! 
The war bonded people together – those who have stayed in Ukraine 
or remained there until recently – and they have learned to evaluate 
everything from different perspectives. They, themselves, have changed. 
How people perceive help, depends on their personal qualities. Most of 
us welcome any help and are grateful for it.

We decided to stay in Altai! The older daughter went in to second 
grade and the youngest has a place in the kindergarten ‘Teremok’, 
where she will soon go; we are looking for a job. Our dad’s desire is to 
work in his specialty – on the railroad, – and he has already traveled 
to Novoaltaisk in connection with this. There is hope that in ‘Siberian’ 
everything will go well!

“Refugees from Ukraine: In the Tula region, we are starting life from 
scratch”

The newspaper ‘Sloboda’ dated August 26, 2014

Yevgeniya – the mother, Valery – the father and three children: 
15-year-old Igor, 14-year-old Darya and 2-year-old Sonia found a new 
home in the village of Lomovka in the Bogoroditsky district of the Tula 
region. They left the Donetsk region themselves, without the help of 
EMERCOM of Russia. The family receives help mainly on the basis of 
‘the whole village.’ Also, the local administration helps.

Valery, a former miner, is ready for any job. He proposes to help 
neighbors in the village, for example, to collect harvest, do handyman 
jobs. He cannot work until he receives an official status from the 
FMS. 
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Many people help the family. A woman, who lives in Moscow, let 
them her house. Local veterans give them food products, clothing and 
help translating documents from Ukrainian into Russian.

– We crossed the border on foot, – said Yevgeniya. We were taken 
to a refugee camp, where we were advised to go ourselves to relatives 
or friends. Now, our daughter is being enrolled in school, our son – in 
college. We do not plan to go back, because there is no place to go. 
Recently, we saw photos of the ruins of our town on the Internet.

Back home, we had started to build a new house. Then we had to 
drop everything and leave, because the mine was destroyed, Valery lost 
his job. We have relatives left in Ukraine.

At first, no one wanted to leave, but the nearby town was bombed so 
heavily that the window glass in the house shook. During the shelling, 
we hid in the basement. In August, Valery learned that a neighbor was 
offering to take, whoever wanted to leave, to the border. We quickly 
packed our things, documents and left.

Another story, published in the newspaper ‘Sloboda’, tells about 
Yana and Alexander, who with their two children, eight and one and 
a half years old, left the Donetsk region, when it became impossible 
to remain. More precisely, not left – fled, only managed to grab their 
documents. But in Tula they are also having a hard time. After staying 
at the temporary accommodation center, they lived with a relative, a 
woman with group I disabilities, but there were no living conditions for 
a large family there.

The family gets help from people. Alexander works at the car wash 
– the manager found them an apartment to rent and gave them money 
as a salary advance to pay for it. 

“How can you live in a country where they kill children?”
The newspaper ‘Fisherman of Kamchatka’ dated September 5, 

2014

“How can you live in a country where they kill children?” – Ukrainians 
are fleeing from war even to Kamchatka.

They kill children, old people, bomb houses – Eastern Ukraine 
is engulfed in a civil war. The only people, who do not know what is 
happening now in the Donetsk and Lugansk regions, are perhaps, those 
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that do not watch TV, do not read newspapers or listen to the radio. And 
while Europe competes with the United States in the number of Russian 
citizens and companies included in the so-called sanctions lists, our 
country is taking in thousands and thousands of refugees. There are so 
many of them, that in some regions bordering with Ukraine, a state 
of emergency has been declared. People who are looking for salvation 
in our country, are now received in many cities, and Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatsky is no exception...

The first refugees began to arrive in Kamchatka already in the early 
summer. They are the ones who have relatives or friends here – who gave 
the shelter, warmth, and a shoulder to lean on. They were brought to 
specially set up temporary camps, and are now being allocated over the 
regions. So far, this is the first organized group, brought to Kamchatka, 
but, apparently, it is not the last. However, the Krai has been ready to 
accept people for a long time ...

On orders of Governor V. Ilyukhin, a working group for the 
development and coordination of measures for reception and 
settlement of refugees from Ukraine has been set up. It is composed 
of representatives of ministries and agencies of the Government of the 
Krai, as well as representatives of Russian EMERCOM, the migration 
service, the FSB and the Ministry of the Interior. Among the first 
priority tasks are – housing and social welfare, registration, nutrition 
and basic necessities, employment.

“We must organize the process so that everyone coming from 
Ukraine knows where to apply, and the specialists of ministries and 
agencies, especially in municipal areas, know what and in what 
order is to be done,” – said the chairman of the working group, 
Deputy Chairman of the Government of Kamchatka Krai, Valery 
Karpenko.

The first, that appealed to the working group were Yury and Larisa, 
who took their 13-year-old son, Vova, and fled from Sverdlovsk of the 
Lugansk region, back at the beginning of June. At first, the father sent 
his wife and child to a refugee camp in Taganrog, while he stayed home. 
He still had hope that all would calm down, but ... “Ten days after I 
sent my wife, I decided to go myself, – says Yury. – We drove in a bus 
with drawn curtains on the windows, and a sniper fired over the road 
all the way to the border. When we reached the customs, the shelling 
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started, and they hid us in the hangar; when all was quiet, we got on to 
the territory of Russia.”

I took only the clothes for my family. The most valuable thing that 
I brought, leaving the newly renovated house, job and friends – was a 
laptop...

– I will never forget: we just crossed the border and there were these 
hugely expensive foreign cars, in which the locals took the refugees to 
the city – recalls Yury. – I got in the car, and when we arrived, asked, 
how much I owed, and will never forget the answer: “If we had a war – 
would you take money from me?”, – said the driver. He would not take 
anything. Good people in Russia, they all help – I thank them for that.

Larisa’s mother lives in Ust-Kamchatsky, so the family decided 
to fly to the peninsula. “Russia has received us well, thank you to all. 
People are kind, sympathetic, – says Larisa. – Yes, there are problems 
– high prices, it is necessary to get a work permit, find a job, but we have 
already been given a room in the hostel. We are living.”

Larisa worked as a nurse for 23 years, Yury – is a mining engineer; 
their son Vladimir is interested in sports and has already appreciated the 
large number of sports facilities and playgrounds.

“We have arrived only recently, but people have already called and 
offered job and assistance. Now we are finishing up our work permit 
applications and will look for employment. It is unlikely that we will go 
back. I called my acquaintances who have stayed there. It is not unlikely 
that the way back for us is closed. Even if the war is over, we would be 
considered traitors, so we are going to settle down in a new place ...”

Natalya and her two sons aged 11 and 13, are also getting used 
to Kamchatka. They fled from Lugansk. “It was awful there. We left 
behind a lot of friends. They cannot get out right now. I was the one that 
got lucky. Just in time ... (crying), we managed to escape just in time, 
– the border was still open, – recalls Natalya. – Right now, there is no 
contact with anyone. No one can get out of there. They are sitting in 
the basements with small children… I had a small house in the village ... 
there is probably nothing left of it... it is right where the fighting is. So, 
we have to start all over again. How can you go back to live in a country 
that kills innocent children? They haven’t even lived yet.”

Natalya has no relatives in Kamchatka. Friends helped her. First, 
the woman with two children lived with a pair of pensioners in the Rostov 
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region, and then their daughter bought tickets to Petropavlovsk for the 
refugees. And now, on the peninsula, they have a new life. Natalya 
turned for help to the regional Employment Agency. They explained 
what to do, what documents to collect. There, they will also help with 
accommodation and enrolling the children in school, after all it will be 
September 1st soon.

These two families – are solitary examples. Soon, there will be 
dozens of refugees from Ukraine, many of them children, in Kamchatka. 
The Krai is ready to take a few hundred people. If necessary, after the 
summer holiday season, recreation camps will be opened up for them 
in the country. It is also unlikely that there will be problems with work. 
At the very least, local fishermen say they are ready to employ some of 
the refugees...

“How the refugees from Donbass settled in Kursk”
The weekly ‘For each other’ dated November 4, 2014

According to the regional Department of the Federal Migration Service, 
today, 19,661 citizens of Ukraine are registered in the Kursk region as 
migrants. There are 7 people, so far, with an official refugee status, and 
225 applications have been filed. Temporary asylum has been provided 
to 7,644 out of 7,875 Ukrainians, who have applied to the migration 
service with such a request.

How are the immigrants settling in Kursk, after escaping from the 
bombings in south-eastern Ukraine, – what are the challenges they face 
and how do they solve them?

“The main thing – do not feel sorry for yourself, and move on”
For Katerina, Donetsk will always remain a beloved city. “Broad, 

bright prospects, a sea of flowers, kind, sympathetic people. Those who 
have been there in peacetime, did not leave unimpressed, – she smiles. –  
And after the 2012 European Football Championship, it became even 
more beautiful. For example, did you know that Donetsk is called City 
of Roses? They’re everywhere! We were happy to live in such a wonderful 
city, and never planning to move away.”

The war crossed out everything. “We have suffered for a long time, –  
says Katerina. Watching the news was terrible. But there was hope that 
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the situation would stabilize”. In mid-May, her daughter stopped going 
to school in the center of Donetsk, – trips across town became unsafe.

“Next to the school is the building of the SBU, – one day they 
began to drop bombs on it from airplanes, – says 9-year-old Anya. 
– All children were evacuated. A friend told me later that it was very 
scary”.

The last straw was the bombing of the airport. “Every day in the 
early morning there were explosions. It was not necessary to set the 
alarm – recalls Katerina. – I had not slept for two weeks. And one day I 
decided – enough! At least for Anya’s sake we must go”.

There was no question, which city to choose. Her mother, a native 
of Kursk, had undergone a major surgery in the spring and went to stay 
with relatives during her rehabilitation. In July, Katerina and Anya 
came to stay with them.

“We decided immediately, that we would not impose ourselves on 
anyone, and rent a flat, – says the young mother. – We had to stand in 
queues at the Federal Migration Service Department. But you know, 
when such things happen in your homeland, queues are the last thing 
you notice. On the contrary, absolute strangers supported one another 
there – after all, we all shared the same trouble. And in such a situation, 
just a couple of warm words – are so important”. 

For herself, Katerina decided that to sit and feel sorry for herself 
was the worst thing she could do. “The main thing is – attitude – she 
asserts. – You have to start life with a clean slate, without looking back 
at the past. Even if this life is only for a couple of weeks or months.” She 
recalls that she allowed herself to cry only once. “The district, where we 
rented an apartment was nothing but new construction. I was walking 
back from the shop, staring at the windows. There were lights in the 
windows and behind each – their own life. Yet ours just broke in one 
day ... It was a very bitter feeling”.

Terrible news came from Donetsk. Neighbors said that Katya’s 
apartment was hit by shrapnel – directly through the nursery window. 
Once the National Guard came into the suburb, looters began to 
vandalize the area. “A shell flew into the entry way of our acquaintances’ 
apartment building – she said. – Fortunately, no one was hurt. People 
left their apartments, taking the most valuable things they could 
carry. When they returned the next day, there was nothing left – just 
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bare walls”. Katerina says that, it is not the dishwasher or refrigerator 
which she had to leave behind, she regrets, but the little things – photo 
albums, discs with recordings of her daughter’s first steps, her recitals in 
the kindergarten, pieces of family history – that no amount of money 
can return.

Accountant and lawyer – Katya got two degrees, in Donetsk she 
worked as a manager of a large company, selling ferrous and non-
ferrous metals. In addition, she completed courses as a makeup artist 
and has experience in this area. First, she did make-up for friends and 
acquaintances, and later there were offers from major magazines and 
organizers of fashion shows. “In Kursk, I had to start somewhere. So I 
took my old business cards, crossed out the Ukrainian phone number, 
wrote in the Kursk number and went around the beauty salons in our 
district – recalls Katerina. – Anya and I handed out business cards even 
on the street. You never know what will work”.

A few days later, someone called back from one of the salons: 
Please, come – we have an appointment. At the same time, Katya 
communicated in the social networks, found top photographers and 
offered to do make-up for photo shoots. One meeting, then another 
– and a month later Katya realized that she had enough money to 
pay for rent and food – no need to penny pinch anymore. “The girls-
photographers offered me to rent part of the big studio as a dressing 
room, and at the same time, there was a proposal from the hairdressing 
school to conduct master classes in make-up – says Katerina. – 
Probably, luck played a role – I met some fantastic people who were 
very helpful.”

In September, Anya went to school. Textbooks in the 4th grade are 
free, and the class teacher, upon learning where the girl came from, 
helped getting workbooks and other essential supplies for her. There 
were hardly any problems with the curriculum. Only with the Russian 
language, – says Anya, – at first it was a bit difficult: “In Donetsk, we 
studied it as an extra subject – one or two lessons per week. And here 
– every day. For me, the phonetic parsing is especially difficult – ours 
was easier”. Anya was also surprised by Russian grades. “In Ukraine, I 
never got ‘5’ – the girl smiled. – There, a good score is ‘12’ points and 
‘5’ – is like a deuce with a minus. But I got used to it quickly. Now I 
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have ‘5’ in all subjects, except for the Russian language, but I will catch 
up with the class, for sure.”

At school, the girl immediately made friends, and at the end of 
September, she was chosen deputy warden of the class. However, not 
everything is smooth. One time Anya made a mistake in a word, putting 
the stress in the wrong place. “That’s how they say it in Ukraine,” – 
she tried to explain. “You’re in Russia, so speak in Russian,” – her 
classmates put her in her place.

In addition to lessons and homework, there are singing lessons, the 
English language and swimming. Every day is scheduled by the minute. 
On a school holiday, Anya appeared on stage with her mother – singing 
a Ukrainian song. “Not all classmates understood the words – says the 
girl. – Someone decided that we sang in Belarusian. And some of the 
teachers were crying, the song was really very moving”.

“The relocation turned our lives upside down – said Katerina. – 
But we have nothing to regret. Fate brought me together with remarkable 
people, and I am very grateful. I have a job I love and new friends. We 
started with a clean slate, and it has really worked out”.

History of a family from Lugansk, told by the head of the Division 
of Information and Public Relations, Federal Public Institution ‘Crisis 
Management Center of the Main Department of EMERCOM of Russia 
for the Murmansk region’, Tatyana Zakharova.

Saved from War

In the Murmansk region, the polar day had not ended yet, the sun 
shone almost around the clock. A train, Moscow – Murmansk, was 
approaching the station platform; among those meeting the train was a 
group with the Russian EMERCOM insignia: psychologists, firemen. 

The capital of the Kola Polar region was expecting the arrival of 87 
forced migrants from the Donetsk and Lugansk regions, fleeing from 
the bombings in south-east of Ukraine. People fled with their entire 
families – with children and animals, leaving almost everything behind. 
They fled from their native land aimlessly. 

After Moscow’s heat – the temperature is cool, does not exceed 15 
degrees Celsius. Not dressed for the weather, in flip-flops and T-shirt, a 



311

Stories of migrants published in the media

woman with tired eyes comes out of the train car, a schoolgirl daughter 
clinging to her, never for a moment letting go of her tired mother. 
Two men are busy unloading luggage; a girl of about seventeen tightly 
holding a young man’s hand, looks around.

At the request of the Russian EMERCOM female officer to share 
her story, the woman paused. But then, thought, why not share? And 
she began to tell...

My name is Svetlana, I am from Lugansk, we fled from the war 
... We are very tired, traveled to Murmansk for several days ... Right 
up until our departure, explosions and bombing continued in Lugansk. 
On July 30, we had an airstrike, and military columns: tanks and 
armored personnel carriers came to us. We packed up hurriedly and 
literally ran away from home. As we traveled to Murmansk, friends 
and acquaintances called and told us that the city was already without 
electricity and gas. We were ready to go anywhere out of this nightmare. 
We had to flee, and the main thing – to save the children.

Svetlana came to Murmansk with her husband, two daughters, 
brother, and her future son-in-law. The war caught them by surprise, 
destroyed all their plans, as this summer their eldest daughter, Anna, 
was supposed to enter a university. The girl had dreams of becoming a 
translator, but fate had its own way. 

The family was brought to one of the temporary accommodation 
centers, settled into their rooms, helped with the things and fed. 
After consultation with experts, which took place the following day, 
it turned out that there was still a possibility for the eldest daughter to 
enroll in the university. The regional authorities had thought through, 
down to the smallest details, the assistance process for the refugees –  
employment, admission of children in education institutions and 
kindergartens.

Anna was a good student in school and was admitted without any 
problems to Murmansk State Technical University majoring in geology.

It is worth noting that the Murmansk authorities made sure to 
employ most of the people from Ukraine. So, from the time of arrival 
of the first group of immigrants, more than 98% of all who fled from 
the war have been employed. Just a few days after arriving in the capital 
of the Arctic, Svetlana’s husband was offered a position with the port 
of Murmansk. She herself started working as a pastry chef at a cafe 
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‘Youth’; the youngest daughter was found a place in a secondary school. 
But despite establishing a life in the Arctic Circle, the family had to 
move to the Lipetsk region. 

“We liked everything in Murmansk: people, wages, work, but the 
climate is not suitable, – explained Svetlana. The youngest daughter 
was sick twice a month, and I began to have serious health problems. So 
we had to leave the Arctic.”

Anna Makarova continues to live and study in Murmansk. Today, 
the 18-year-old first-year student of the MSTU, mature for her age, 
considers the Arctic Circle her home. Anna lives with her uncle and 
her boyfriend. The men work in the port of Murmansk. “The airstrike 
in Lugansk, that occurred on July 30, was 500 meters from our house. 
But the bombing – that was not the worst thing, – the worst thing was 
to leave my hometown, my home, relatives and friends and go literally 
into nowhere – says Anna. But I do not feel like an outsider here, my 
classmates treat me well and it is mutual. Perhaps, after graduation I 
will stay in Murmansk and tie my life with the North”.

Anya says that, after all she had to go through, she looks at everyday 
things differently. “I have learned to appreciate the time that you can 
spend with relatives and close persons. Now, the main thing for me is 
to get my life in order. I am planning to transfer to Murmansk State 
Humanities University, to the department of foreign languages. I want 
to study English and French”– she said.

Among the Murmansk residents, many have responded to the 
troubles of the humanitarian catastrophe victims that broke out in 
south-east of Ukraine. And it is absolutely clear that the measures 
taken by the state authorities of the Murmansk region, became an 
unprecedented example of assistance to displaced persons. For many of 
them, starting life from a clean slate began precisely in the Far North, 
where they found shelter, a job, a new home.

“Lessons without bombing”
Site ‘Stavropolye.tv’ dated February 17, 2015

The Stavropol schools continue to accept new pupils from Ukraine. 
The refugees are willing to be educated away from home and in another 
language, if only the lessons are without bombing.
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The first time Dasha came to Russia was in September. After the 
bombing began, her family moved to her grandmother’s in Stavropol, 
and then returned home. However, the truce appeared temporary and 
so a few months later they had to flee again.

Darya: “We come from Gorlovka. They were bombing, and, it was 
terrifying. I saw shells flying. Like fast lights.”

Dasha got used to the new school quickly, and her classmates took 
her in with joy to be part of their team. The hardest thing to get used 
to, was studying in Russian. Teachers helped to familiarize her with the 
curriculum so she would not lag behind her peers. 

Primary school teacher from school No. 5: “Our children are kind. 
On the very first day, the children brought toys and things for Dasha. 
The parents helped wherever possible, too”.

Dasha’s parents still do not know what fate has in store for them – 
they have two young children on their hands.

Yekaterina: “In Ukraine, you know, no one knows when peace will 
come. Endangering children is terrible”.

The family from Gorlovka lives in our city in comfort and peace. 
Their plans are to find a permanent job and enroll their youngest 
daughter in kindergarten.

“Refugees from Ukraine: Kostroma is a happy city!”
The newspaper ‘Voice of the People’ dated July 23, 2014

Refugees, from different parts of Ukraine, arrive in our region. We met 
with Maxim and Natalya and their family, who came to Kostroma a 
month ago. Now they have been given two large rooms in the dormitory 
of the Forest Engineering College. In addition to them, four other 
families from the Lugansk region have been housed in the dormitory.

The spouses are both 36 years old, have two children – eight-year 
old Liya and two-year old Stepa. Natalya, nervous and reliving the 
events of the last months, said: “We are from Krasny Liman, in the 
Donetsk region. We lived there in peace and life was good. We even 
had two businesses. I rented a hair salon and worked there, and Maxim 
had a clothes shop. In addition, he is a builder and in our resort area 
many private houses were being built. So, he earned good money. We 
felt confident”.
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Maxim and Natalya were very happy when they managed to buy 
a two-bedroom apartment – renovated it, purchased home appliances 
and furniture. “I then thought life was finally secure, and I would live 
like that forever. And all would be well! And then, suddenly, everything 
had gone down the drain!”

The family is grateful to the Russians for being received, given 
shelter, three meals a day for free in the canteen. “We did not expect 
that we would be met here so well! In Kiev, no one told us to move 
there, to live, so that we would not get killed. We grew up in the Soviet 
Union. Russia is not alien, here – our godparents, our friends live! For 
us, Western Ukraine is far more alien than Russia!”

“We bandaged the wounded in our backyard”

Natasha says: “In the spring, when hostilities began in Slavyansk, 
we could hear explosions and gunfire. It is 15km from the center of 
Krasny Liman to Slavyansk. We saw APCs, guns on the streets. The 
main forces were headed for Slavyansk, and the militia retreated. And 
where to? Liman was the closest. Until the very last, we did not think 
that we would also see fighting. We had no intention of leaving, we 
had an apartment – our life was good! The decisive day was June 3, –  
when the wounded were brought into our courtyard. Slavyansk was 
bombed, checkpoints were destroyed and hundreds of militiamen were 
killed. Our house is on the outskirts, and the road from it goes directly 
to Slavyansk ... We bandaged the wounded and changed their clothes. 
There was a shell-shocked woman and a guy with no legs – blood, pain. 
All this – I saw, and little Liya saw also. My daughter was frightened, 
she became hysterical, and we left”.

On June 3, they bombed the railroad hospital in Krasny Liman. They 
fired at the hospital from howitzers and mortars, destroying surrounding 
houses. The buildings of the intensive care unit, medical clinic and 
surgical department were damaged; the roof, walls destroyed, windows 
and doors broken. The surgeon was seriously wounded on the head by 
shrapnel. Three patients were injured. The forces’ fire had also targeted 
the railroad, – the building of the track machine station was broken, the 
platforms and railroad tracks of the Krasny Liman station were damaged. 
They killed two train engineers that were driving the train.



315

Stories of migrants published in the media

Maxim says: “When shells started to fly over our heads, I said, 
“That’s it, – we’re leaving!”

“We fled from Krasny Liman without taking anything”

Why did the family come to Kostroma? It turned out that Maxim and 
Natasha are linked with our city by a happy event that happened nine 
years ago. They met in Ukraine, for three years had no children, and 
when they came to visit a female friend in Kostroma, found out the long-
awaited news – Natasha was pregnant. “We were very pleased! – Maxim 
smiles. – And we decided to stay until the birth of the child, despite the 
fact that in Ukraine we were promised various benefits and urged to 
return. So, Liya was born in Kostroma. When she was six months old, we 
returned to Ukraine.

Our Kostroma friends stayed with us many times on vacation. 
And when the war broke out in Slavyansk, called and said: “Come to 
Kostroma!” We came very quickly, taking practically nothing, only 
documents. We went by minibus to Kharkov, – a familiar driver took us, 
with whom I had traveled before to buy goods. In total, there were 12 
adults in the cabin and 15 children. We passed through three checkpoints. 
Both the militia and the National Guard stopped us. But as soon as they 
opened the door and saw children, they let us pass. From Kharkov to 
the Russian border we went by taxi and then crossed the border on foot. 
Then we met a guy, by the name of Edik. He drove us to the station of 
Belgorod in his car. We spent the night there, and in the morning Sergei, 
the husband of Natasha’s girlfriend Marina, arrived to pick us up. It took 
12 hours to get to Kostroma.”

“In Ukraine, we have no future”

Natasha’s parents are still in Krasny Liman. But all of Maxim’s relatives 
are in the Lugansk region. But, they do not want to go back home. “We 
will stay in Kostroma. We love the city, we know everything here and we 
have lived and worked here too. We have no future in Krasny Liman. 
We need to raise children and here, there are a lot of opportunities for 
that. Our native Krasny Liman depended on Slavyansk. All the state 
institutions, organizations, military enlistment office were located 
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there. Even when we rented the hairdresser salon, we had to call the fire 
inspectors for inspections from there. The town was totally dependent 
on Slavyansk. Now the city is gone – it is in ruins. And what would we 
do there?”

Maxim says: “Krasny Liman is a major railroad junction – it was 
called the ‘Golden Gate of Donbass’. In Kostroma, there are only four 
railroad lines. We have a lot of them; trains arrive at the Krasny Liman 
station, and then go on to the south. But after the fighting began, the 
trains run very rarely. Previously, the constant clanking sound of the 
wheels could be heard in the city, sometimes you would wake up at night 
and fall asleep to a passing freight train rumble. And then came the 
ringing silence, even scary!”

A few days ago, Maxim’s younger sister, Alina, came to Kostroma. 
Before leaving, she had been in the Lugansk region at her parents’ place 
and both days could not sleep a wink due to the gunfire and bombings. 
Pensioners live there without any means, they are not paid their pensions. 
Alina left some money for her parents. In the city there is no work, so 
she decided to leave too. Especially since her husband works in Moscow. 
Across the border she was driven in a ‘Gazelle’ along back roads. From 
Belgorod she got to Moscow by train, and then by bus to Kostroma.

Natasha and Maxim worry about their Krasny Liman. What’s 
going on there? Maxim called the girl he left the shop with, five hours 
after boarding the bus. She said: “You left just in time!” It turns out that 
the National Guard entered the city, rounded up all the men of military 
age, made them kneel, and then took them away. And where, why – 
no one knows! Several armored vehicles entered the city. Military men 
stopped people and inspected them roughly. There were cases when 
they were shooting at cars. They even went into apartments, and where 
the tenants did not open, they broke the door. “In Kostroma, we met 
an acquaintance – she lived in Slavyansk. So, she said that the National 
Guard took all recruits into the Ukrainian army, and for refusing to 
serve, there have been instances, they were shot on the spot.”

“When life gets better, we’ll have a church wedding!”

In Kostroma, at first Maxim and Natalya spent nearly three weeks trying 
to have the necessary documents processed, by themselves. They were 
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very glad when they heard on the radio that other Ukrainian refugees 
had arrived in the city. Then they went to the sanatorium ‘Kostromskoi’ 
where their countrymen were given lodging. There, specialists helped 
them in every way. Now, Maxim and Natasha are waiting for their 
temporary residence permit in Russia. Natasha got a job as a hairdresser, 
“I will have an employment contract, and I will be able to enroll Stepa 
in kindergarten, and Liya – in school.” Maxim is still looking for work.

“We want to thank Kostroma, its inhabitants, for being very 
welcoming and helpful! We came empty-handed. They helped with 
things, and nutrition. Thanks to the city administration, the dormitory 
manager, Vadim Viktorovich Rachinin, – everybody!” Maxim and 
Natalya plan to rent an apartment, once they both begin to work. And 
when they get their Russian citizenship – to have a church wedding. 
“In Ukraine, we had not enough time for a wedding, and now we will 
surely find it!” 
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§ 3. The story of Vanya Voronov

War – is always a tragedy. A tragedy that is terrible and irreversible. 
The story of Vanya Voronov – is the deepest tragedy on a personal and 
on a human level. It is impossible to believe that it happened in the 21st 
century in a neighboring country. Even harder to believe is that the so-
called ‘new power’ in Ukraine (by the way, considering themselves as 
Europeans and persistently using the prefix ‘euro’ in any form of self-
identification) not only did not punish the guilty, but even did not deem 
it a crime, continuing to cover it all up using the hypocritical term ‘anti-
terrorist operation.’ There is only one question: “And who are these 
terrorists?”

So, what happened? A simple, but at the same time infinitely 
terrible story. During the shelling of the outskirts of Shakhtyorsk by the 
Ukrainian military, a shell landed in the courtyard of the house where 
the Voronov family lived. As a result, the shell exploded and killed five 
year-old Timofey instantly and also the boys’ stepfather. Eight-year-old 
Vanya lost his right arm and both legs, and received severe eye injuries.

As the boys’ mother says: “I know that the true guilty party of what 
happened is the war, – terrible war.” It is difficult to add something, 
except to state that in any war there are always the guilty. Those, who 
are responsible for death, fear, and other horrors. Those, who stay away 
from the combat zone preferring to sit it out, hundreds of kilometers 
away, in the well-heated mansions of Kiev.

After the tragedy, Vanya’s family understood – the boy must be taken 
away from Donbass. However, there were no funds for the transportation 
of a seriously injured boy, and, the local authorities refused to provide 
support, citing a lack of funds. As a result, the Russian EMERCOM, the 
Ministry of Health and the ‘Channel One’ handled the organization of 
the boy’s transportation. In the Donetsk hospital, surgery to amputate 
his legs above the knee was scheduled for Thursday, but in the night 
from Wednesday to Thursday, Vanya and his mother were delivered to 
L.M. Roshal’s Scientific Research Institute of Emergency Children’s 
Surgery in Moscow, on board a special EMERCOM aircraft. As a 
result, they managed to save Vanya’s knees, which means that living 
with prostheses will be easier. Now doctors are fighting for his sight. A 
very difficult, indeed, a unique operation was performed, attended by 
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the best ophthalmologists of the country. Vanya can now slightly open 
his left eye, and, importantly, the eye reacts to light. So, there is hope, 
and considerable hope, that the boy will be able to see! 

Vanya Voronov – is an example of courage and fortitude. After 
going through a series of extremely difficult surgeries, experiencing 
severe pain, the boy did not become embittered, has not lost faith in 
people, on the contrary, he is cheerful and confident that everything 
will be fine. When he came to, after one operation, Vanya recited a 
poem in Ukrainian, and everyone was in tears. It is curious – those who 
proudly call themselves ‘Ukrainian patriots’ – are they capable of such 
a feat? Or would their patriotism evaporate at the first encounter with 
the ruthless reality of war?

Russians’ response to the tragedy of Vanya and his family was quick 
and heartfelt. People from all over the country wrote letters, offered 
assistance, in particular, housing. Vanya gets all the letters, and, they say, 
especially likes to receive letters from his peers. In the social networks, 
an ‘I am Vanya’ campaign started spontaneously. People wrote on their 
pages the words of support: “I am not Charlie, #I am Vanya from the 
burning Donbass”, “#I am Vanya The world has gone mad! WAKE UP 
PEOPLE!! CHILDREN OF DONBASS ARE DYING!!!”

The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation could 
not stay away from this tragedy. The Chairman of the Investigative 
Committee A.I. Bastrykin personally visited the Scientific Research 
Institute of Emergency Children’s Surgery and Traumatology, to 
express the support from his agency to the Voronov family, as well as to 
find out what help is required. The staff of the Investigative Committee 
raised more than 5 million rubles so that for Vanya, the most modern 
prostheses could be ordered and the most complex operations could be 
performed.   

Together with A.I. Bastrykin, director of Alexander Nevsky Cadet 
Corps of the Investigative Committee, Hero of the Soviet Union, Igor 
Zaporozhan and the cadets – visited Vanya. During the talk, Vanya 
expressed his intention to enter the Cadet Corps. Everyone supported 
him warmly, and now an individual rehabilitation program, which has 
been specially developed, will allow Vanya to become a worthy pupil of 
the Cadet Corps.



320

Russia’s assistance to the population of Donbass

Separately, it should be noted that the cadets of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation help to take care of the wounded 
children brought from south-eastern Ukraine, on a regular basis. Every 
week, teachers come to them, teach them how to perceive the world 
anew, teach them literature, math, so that they do not fall behind in 
their school curriculum. The cadets also help them to adapt to the new 
environment.

It is terrible that such stories are becoming commonplace. It is 
terrible that the crippled children, the broken and sometimes taken 
lives – do not affect the cruel, inhuman decisions of the Ukrainian 
‘authorities’. The word’s quotation marks are not accidental: the 
persons who actually support the genocide of their own people, can not 
and should not be called a government.

We wish Vanya a speedy recovery. Thanks to the professionalism 
of doctors, the wounds will heal and the pain will subside. But the 
irreversible injury will remain forever. Likewise, with the mutilated 
country… Sooner or later, reason will prevail. The criminal authorities 
will be brought to justice, law and order will be restored; but the 
destroyed cities, scorched terrain, the thousands of people killed, the 
millions of people forced to become refugees – these terrible wounds of 
war will not heal anytime soon. And many injuries will never go away. 
After all, to wage war with one’s own people – is to deprive your country 
of the future. And, sadly, as hard as it is to admit – but this is exactly 
what is happening in Ukraine now.
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Alexander G. Volevodz,
Doctor of Laws

Criminal proceedings on war crimes in Ukraine:  
on what grounds are they initiated in Russia?1

The Main Investigative Department of the Investigative Committee of 
the Russian Federation on May 30, 2014 initiated a criminal case on 
the use of prohibited means and methods of warfare, i.e. the use, in an 
armed conflict, of the means and methods prohibited by the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War of 12 August 1949, on the elements of crime under Article 356(1) 
of the RF Criminal Code, in respect of unidentified servicemen of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, as well as unidentified members of the so-
called National Guard of Ukraine and the ‘Right Sector’.

The fact of institution of the criminal proceedings caused many 
discussions in the media, which basically boiled down to emotional, 
and sometimes politicized assessments. Some commentators declared 
the commencement of the proceedings unfounded and illegitimate. 
Furthermore, they even regard it as a new attempt to interfere in the 
internal affairs of Ukraine.

Meanwhile, the Investigative Committee’s decision is based on 
sound legal grounds to which we would like to draw attention.

Criminal law, establishing the grounds and limits of liability for 
crimes, applies in space and to the range of persons in accordance with the 
principles and rules stipulated not only in domestic but also international 
law. When it comes to the application of national criminal law against 
foreigners or crimes committed abroad, the term ‘jurisdiction’ is often 
used, which in the contemporary sense means authority to decide and 
formulate in a particular case, what has the force under the law. It deals 
with specific aspects of the general legal competence of States, often 
called ‘sovereignty’. Jurisdiction is an aspect of sovereignty and means 

1   Article by Alexander G. Volevodz, Vice Dean for Scientific Affairs, International 
Law Faculty; Professor, Department of Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure and 
Criminalistics, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO-
University) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, published in 
the journal ‘Kriminologiya: vchera, segodnya, zavtra’ 3(34) (2014): 52–57.
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the judicial, legislative and executive competence. This term is used in 
literature, legislation and international practice in defining the extent 
of the law’s application. Recently, it is also found in the laws of the 
Russian Federation (for example, in Article 67 of the Constitution of 
the Russian Federation).

Depending on the territorial application, one distinguishes between 
the territorial and extraterritorial jurisdiction.

Criminal law is characterized by the primacy of territorial 
jurisdiction, based on the principle of territoriality. In accordance with 
it, the perpetrator of the crime in the territory of a particular State is 
subject to criminal liability under the criminal law of that State. To 
crimes committed in the territory of the State, are usually equated 
crimes committed within the territorial sea or air space of the State, on 
its continental shelf and in its exclusive economic zone. In addition, 
under domestic laws of most countries, criminally responsible are the 
perpetrators on the high seas or in the air space above them aboard 
a ship flying the flag of the country or on board an aircraft of the 
country’s registry, as well as warship or military aircraft regardless of 
their location. This principle is stipulated as a major one in the criminal 
codes of a significant number of countries.

In many cases, guidance by this principle gives rise to conflicts of 
jurisdiction of the various States, and therefore at the international level, 
along with territorial, also exist extraterritorial jurisdiction principles. In 
the area of extraterritorial jurisdiction operate several basic principles: 
personality, protective and universality.

The principle of universality, based on the protection of common 
values, provides the possibility of extending the criminal jurisdiction of 
the State over acts deemed criminal under international law, irrespective 
of the nationality of the perpetrator and the locus delicti. Ordinarily, it is 
applied on the basis of clear provisions of a treaty, otherwise it is rare. It 
is generally considered that this principle should be applied in cases of 
serious crimes and the inability or unwillingness of the State to pursue 
the prosecution if it has jurisdiction over the offence on the basis of the 
principles of ordinary jurisdiction. In the past, it covered only piracy 
and slave trade, but now extends its effect to a number of crimes under 
general international law (for example, crimes against the peace and 
security of mankind).
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Today, universal jurisdiction is – the ability of the court of some State 
to try persons for crimes committed outside its territory that are not 
linked to the State through the nationality of the suspect or the victim, 
or the infringement on the national interests of that State. Sometimes 
this rule is called dispositive universal jurisdiction. Currently, it is part of 
customary international law, but it is also reflected in treaties, national 
legislation and jurisprudence relating to crimes under international law, 
ordinary crimes of international concern and ordinary crimes under 
domestic law.

In the Russian Federation, the possibility of using this principle is 
set forth in Article 12(3) of the RF Criminal Code on the application 
of the rules of the Code with respect to foreign citizens and stateless 
persons not residing permanently in the Russian Federation, in the cases 
provided for in international treaties. Similar provisions are envisaged 
by Article 8 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.

Universal jurisdiction means that every State has the right to try 
those accused of committing a crime under international law, regardless 
of where the criminal act was committed and whatever the nationality 
of the perpetrator or the victim.

The international community has concluded more than 25 treaties 
(conventions), which are the most illustrative in relation to the question 
of universal jurisdiction – they directly reinforce this legal institution. 
These include, in particular: 1) The 1929 International Convention 
for the Suppression of Counterfeiting Currency; 2) The Geneva 
Conventions of 1949; 3) 1958 Convention on the High Seas; 4) 1961 
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs; 5) 1970 Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft; 6) 1971 Convention on 
Psychotropic Substances; 7) 1971 Convention for the Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation; 8) 1972 Protocol 
amending the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs; 9) 1973 
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheid; 10) 1973 Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, 
including Diplomatic Agents; 11) 1977 Protocol Additional to the 
1949 Geneva Conventions, and relating to the Protection of Victims 
of International Armed Conflicts; 12) 1979 International Convention 
against the Taking of Hostages; 13) 1980 Convention on the Physical 
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Protection of Nuclear Material; 14) 1982 UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea; 15) 1984 Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; 16) 1988 
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of 
Maritime Navigation; 17) 1989 International Convention against the 
Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries; 18) 1994 
Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel; 
19) 1997 International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist 
Bombings; 20) 1999 International Convention for the Suppression 
of the Financing of Terrorism; and 21) 2000 UN Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime. 

Under international humanitarian law, States are under the 
obligation to search for and bring before courts, persons responsible for 
the grave breaches of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional 
Protocols I and II of 1977, or in any other way responsible for war 
crimes, and to bring such persons before their own courts or hand them 
over for trial to another State. Therefore, States establish appropriate 
mechanisms to ensure effective compliance with this principle.

From speeches to the media by the representatives of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation, it can be seen that the criminal 
case was initiated in connection with the following circumstances.

In May 2014, unidentified servicemen of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, as well as armed members of the so-called National Guard 
of Ukraine and the ‘Right Sector’, during the shelling of Slavyansk, 
Kramatorsk, Donetsk, Mariupol and other settlements, with the 
intention to kill civilians, used guns, artillery, aviation, and illicitly using 
the distinctive emblem of the United Nations, armored vehicles and 
equipment, and caused, as a result, the death of civilians, and harmed, 
with varying degrees of severity, the health of civilians. 

In addition, objects of industry, energy, communications and 
transport infrastructure; residential buildings, social, consumer, cultural, 
and health care facilities; children’s and educational institutions located 
there, were completely or partially destroyed; because of this, a number 
of residents of Ukraine, some of whom are citizens of the Russian 
Federation, were forced to leave their permanent place of residence.

Furthermore, unidentified Ukrainian military servicemen, as well 
as armed members of the so-called National Guard of Ukraine and 
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the ‘Right Sector’ on May 18, 2014 took hostage people that had not 
participated in the armed conflict – citizens of the Russian Federation, 
journalists of TV channel ‘LifeNews’, O.V. Sidyakin and M.Ya. 
Saychenko, and held them illegally until May 25, 2014 at an unknown 
site in Ukraine, and at the same time caused them physical and mental 
suffering through systematic beatings and other violent acts.

Also, on May 25, 2014, as a result of a mortar attack near the village 
of Andreyevka in the Slavyansky district, people who did not participate 
in the armed conflict were killed – citizen of the Italian Republic, 
journalist Andrea Rocchelli, and citizen of the Russian Federation, 
human rights activist, A.N. Mironov. 

On May 26, 2014, in Donetsk, in the area of the airport, as a result 
of a grenade fire attack on a truck transporting the injured and protected 
by a flag with the Red Cross emblem, at least 35 civilians were killed.

In the listed above, there are discernible violations of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War of 12 August 1949 and the Protocol Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims 
of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II) of 8 June 1977, to 
which both Ukraine and Russia are parties, and pursuant to which, “[i]
n the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring 
in the territory of one of the High Contracting Parties, each Party to the 
conflict shall be bound to apply, as a minimum, the following provisions:

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members 
of armed forces who have laid down their arms and those placed hors 
de combat by sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in 
all circumstances be treated humanely, without any adverse distinction 
founded on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any 
other similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any 
time and in any place whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned 
persons:

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, 
mutilation, cruel treatment and torture,

(b) taking of hostages,
(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and 

degrading treatment,
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(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions 
without previous judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted 
court, affording all the judicial guarantees which are recognized as 
indispensable by civilized peoples.

(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for”.
Violation of these provisions constitutes a war crime. However, in 

Ukraine, the investigation is not carried out and the issue of bringing to 
justice those responsible for the commission of war crimes is not put forth.

Thus, the war crimes listed above are committed during an armed 
conflict not of an international character, and the right of the Russian 
Federation to exercise its universal jurisdiction with respect to those acts 
is based on international humanitarian law – namely, on the provisions 
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War of 12 August 1949, and the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection 
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II) of 8 
June 1977.

In particular, according to Article 1 of the Geneva Convention, “The 
High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for 
the present Convention in all circumstances.” This imperative equally 
applies to Article 3 of the Convention – in case of an armed conflict 
not of an international character occurring in the territory of one of the 
High Contracting Parties.

Of particular importance for the understanding of the applicability of 
universal jurisdiction is the Eichmann case – the head of the Gestapo’s 
Central Agency for Jewish Emigration in Nazi Germany, who was 
personally responsible for the organization of the extermination of 
millions of Jews. Specifically, by the judgment in this case, the Supreme 
Court of Israel held that bringing to justice those responsible for war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide is universal in character. 
And the State, exercising universal jurisdiction, is acting in the capacity 
of an ‘agent of the international community’ and acts so to maintain 
peace and global security.

Jurisprudence of various countries provides examples on the 
application of universal jurisdiction.

1. In 1994, R. Sari  – a Bosnian Serb, who came to Denmark as a 
refugee, was sentenced to 8 years’ imprisonment by the Danish High 
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Court, for the killing and torture of prisoners in the prison camp in 
Bosnia. The court classified his acts as grave breaches of Articles 129 
and 130 of the Third Geneva Convention, Articles 146 and 147 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention in conjunction with Section 8, paragraph 5 
of the Penal Code of Denmark.

2. In 1997, the Bavarian Higher Regional Court, Germany, found 
the Bosnian, D aji , guilty of 14 cases of murder, based on § 6(1) of the 
German Criminal Code (murder) and Articles 3, 146, 147 of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention.

3. In 1997, the Netherlands Supreme Court convicted a Bosnian 
Serb, D. Kne evi , for war crimes committed against Muslims in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

4. In 2004, the Rotterdam District Court, Netherlands, convicted 
a national of the Democratic Republic of the Congo of torture of other 
DRC nationals in the DRC. 

5. In 2005, the District Court of The Hague, Netherlands, convicted 
two former generals of the secret police of Afghanistan of war crimes 
and torture committed in the 1980s in Afghanistan against Afghans.

6. In 1997, the military tribunal in Lausanne, Switzerland, sentenced 
to life imprisonment a Rwandan citizen, F. Niyonteze, who was found 
guilty of war crimes committed in Rwanda in 1994. The Military Court 
of Cassation upheld the conviction.

7. In 2005, an English court sentenced F. Zardad, a former Afghan 
warlord, to twenty years imprisonment for conspiracy to commit torture 
and hostage taking of Afghanis in Afghanistan in the mid-1990’s.

8. In 2005, a UK judge issued an arrest warrant against retired Israeli 
general, Doron Almog, for his alleged participation in grave breaches of 
the Geneva Conventions in the Gaza Strip.

The modern doctrine of international law, as reflected in the well-
known documents – Princeton Principles on Universal Jurisdiction 
(2001) and Resolution on Universal Criminal Jurisdiction of the 
Institute of International Law (2005), recognizes that universal 
jurisdiction is based solely on the nature of the offence, regardless of the 
existence of any connection with the State establishing this jurisdiction, 
and applies to ‘serious international crimes’, which include: (1) piracy; 
(2) slave trade; (3) war crimes; (4) crimes against peace; (5) crimes 
against humanity; (6) genocide; (7) torture.
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The 2013 Report of the UN Secretary-General ‘The scope and 
application of the principle of universal jurisdiction’, and preceding 
reports, show the importance and examples of the enforcement of 
universal jurisdiction at the State level by foreign countries, especially 
when the State is unable or unwilling to counter the war crimes committed 
in its territory. International law does not impose any prohibition on the 
exercise of this jurisdiction in absentia – in the absence of the suspect 
or the accused in the State conducting the proceedings on the criminal 
case.

Admissibility of the application of universal jurisdiction is also 
confirmed by the case law of the European Court of Human Rights. 
This is reflected in a number of its decisions.

E.g., by the judgment of 2007 in the case of Jorgic v. Germany, the 
Court recognized as lawful a German court sentencing a national of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina of Serb origin, Jorgic, to life imprisonment 
for the commission in 1992 of acts of genocide in the Doboj region in 
Bosnia.  

The Court’s judgment of 2009, in the case of Ould Dah v. France, 
recognizes as lawful the sentencing by a French court in 2005, to ten 
years’ imprisonment and a fine of 15,000 euros, of a Mauritanian 
national, an intelligence officer of the Mauritanian army, – for 
committing in Mauritania, during 1990 and 1991, acts of torture 
against servicemen accused of mounting a coup d’ tat. At the same 
time, in 1993, in Mauritania an amnesty law was passed in favour of 
members of the armed forces and security forces who had committed 
offences in the period 1989-1992 in connection with the events giving 
rise to armed conflict and acts of violence. By virtue of that law, no 
proceedings were brought against the applicant for the aforesaid crimes 
in his home country.

In view of the above, there should be no doubt as to the lawfulness 
and the well-founded nature of the activities of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation related to the institution of 
criminal proceedings on and the conduct of investigation into the crimes 
committed by the yet unidentified servicemen of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, as well as members of the National Guard of Ukraine and the 
‘Right Sector’.
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Pyotr A. Litvishko,
PhD in Law

International Law Aspects of the Criminal Proceedings 
concerning the Attack on the Embassy of the Russian 

Federation in Kiev1

Since the days of yore, State foreign missions used to be attractive 
targets for violent attacks from the outside which often represent a 
reaction in the host country to certain social and political, cultural and 
religious events connected with the sending State or its friendly nation, 
thus being predictable and normally requiring that the host country 
strengthen the protection, security and safety of respective missions.2

As opposed to the principle of mandatory prosecution of domestic 
crime (article 21 of the RF Criminal Procedure Code), the principle of 
discretionary prosecution applies to crimes committed abroad falling 
within the forum State’s jurisdiction: due to the very limited access to 
evidence located in a foreign country and slim chances of bringing the 
suspect to municipal justice, when he is overseas, domestic criminal 
proceedings are not instituted in every case, but mostly when there 
are grounds to believe that the foreign country of the locus delicti, for 
whatever reason, will not ensure objective and quality investigation 
and judicial proceedings, or will not punish the guilty foreign national, 
or will not assure the rights and interests of the Russian victim or 
offender. A rare exception is institution of parallel proceedings on an 
extraterritorial crime for the purpose of conducting a joint investigation 
with the State of the locus delicti. 

E.g., when depositing its instrument of ratification for the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally 
Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents of 1973, the Republic 
of Burundi declared that in respect of cases where the alleged offenders 

1   Author: Pyotr A. Litvishko, Head of Division for International Cooperation, 
Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, Colonel of Justice.

2   P.A. Litvishko, Proizvodstvo protsessual’nykh deistviy po ugolovnym delam v 
zagranuchrezhdeniyakh i v otnoshenii lic, pol’zuyushchikhsya mezhdunarodno-pravovym 
immunitetom: Metodicheskoe posobie, ed. A.G. Volevodz (Moscow: Sledstvennyi komitet 
Rossiyskoy Federatsii, 2013), 64, 241–42.
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belong to a national liberation movement recognized by Burundi or 
by an international organization of which Burundi is a member, and 
their actions are part of their struggle for liberation, the Government 
of the Republic of Burundi reserves the right not to apply to them, in 
particular, the provisions of article 2, paragraph 2 (on punishment of 
respective crimes).1

In particular, relevant criminal proceedings are initiated in high-
profile cases of significant public importance, inter alia, having regard 
to the anticipated added value of a parallel domestic investigation 
compared to the host country’s one into the same offence, especially in 
terms of eventually bringing the perpetrator to justice, proportionality 
and balance between the gravity of the offence and resource saving 
(judicial economy). Application of the subsidiarity and reasonableness 
approaches to institution of criminal cases on extraterritorial offences 
is also underscored by the European Committee on Crime Problems.2 

The criminal offence envisaged by article 360 of the RF Criminal 
Code (‘Attack on Persons or Institutions under International 
Protection’),3 premises a remarkable combination of several 
internationally recognized grounds for the sending State to assert its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction over such an act committed overseas against 
its mission or mission personnel: passive (and sometimes also active) 
personality, protective and universality principles, which are laid down 
in Russian domestic law as well (article 12 of the RF Criminal Code).4 

1    Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally 
Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents of 14 Dec. 1973: Status as at 
24-04-2015, accessed Apr. 26, 2015, https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XVIII-7&chapter=18&lang=en.

2    Report of the Council of Europe’s European Committee on Crime Problems on 
Extraterritorial criminal jurisdiction. Strasbourg, 1990, pp. 10, 30–31.

3    See in more detail: D.L. Sukharev, “Ugolovnaya otvetstvennost’ za napadenie na 
lits ili uchrezhdeniya, kotorye pol’zuyutsya mezhdunarodnoy zashchitoy” (PhD in 
Law diss., Krasnoyarsk, 2003); S. Drobot and A. Kulichkov, (1) “Ugolovno-pravovaya 
kharakteristika napadeniya v prestuplenii, predusmotrennom st. 360 UK RF”, 
Ugolovnoe pravo 4 (2014): 19–26; (2) “Predmet napadeniya na lits ili uchrezhdeniya, 
kotorye pol’zuyutsya mezhdunarodnoy zashchitoy (st. 360 UK RF)”, Ugolovnoe pravo 
1 (2014): 17–21; (3) “Litso, pol’zuyushcheesya mezhdunarodnoy zashchitoy, kak 
poterpevshiy ot prestupleniya, predusmotrennogo st. 360 UK RF”, Ugolovnoe pravo 4 
(2013): 122–28; (4) “Sub’ektivnaya storona prestupleniya, predusmotrennogo st. 360 
UK RF”, Ugolovnoe pravo 3 (2015): 22–29.

4   Similar provisions are contained in articles 7–8 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. 
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The corpus delicti in question not only triggers the Russian Federation’s 
right, but also engages a duty – imposed by the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected 
Persons, including Diplomatic Agents1 (article 3) – to establish its 
prescriptive (substantive) criminal jurisdiction: “[e]ach State Party shall 
take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over 
those crimes when the crime is committed against an internationally 
protected person who enjoys his status as such by virtue of functions 
which he exercises on behalf of that State”. 

Sending States, whilst establishing such jurisdiction, ordinarily do 
not exercise it and do not conduct own criminal investigations into 
‘external’ assaults on their foreign missions. Instead, as a matter of 
policy in such cases, the sending State usually undertakes diplomatic 
actions only: making d marches demanding the receiving State to 
ensure investigation and bring offenders to justice, sending diplomatic 
notes, summoning to the sending State’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
the receiving State’s diplomatic representative to serve a protest note 
on him etc.2 In order to turn the international community’s attention 
to those facts and pursuant to the UN General Assembly resolutions, 
information on such offences is submitted by sending States for 
inclusion into the UN Secretary-General’s biennial reports on the 
consideration of effective measures to enhance the protection, security 
and safety of diplomatic and consular missions and representatives. 
It follows from the UN General Assembly resolutions of the same 
name adopted upon consideration of the reports by the UN General 
Assembly’s Sixth Committee since 1980 and constituting ‘soft law’, 
that it is the receiving States in the first place that are obligated to 
conduct respective investigations and bring the perpetrators to justice. 
The reports are compiled on the basis of verbal notes submitted by 
permanent missions to the United Nations of both the sending and 
receiving States containing information on offences and investigations.

See also: G.A. Esakov, “Ekstraterritorial’noe deystvie ugolovnogo zakona: sovremennye 
mirovye tendentsii”, Zakon 8 (2015): 82–89.

1   Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally 
Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents (New York, 14 Dec. 1973), UN Treaty 
Series, vol. 1035, p. 167.

2    See in more detail: P.A. Litvishko, op. cit., pp. 86–95, 241–47.
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Both the complying with international imperatives to investigate 
‘external’ criminal attacks on foreign missions and exercising criminal 
jurisdiction to enforce as a whole by the receiving State in respect of the 
mission, are restricted to the extent compatible with the immunities of 
the mission and its personnel; thus, receiving States’ positive obligation 
to investigate the attacks is limited by their negative obligation not to 
breach privileges and immunities of foreign States’ missions. 

Owing to the said reasons, institution of domestic criminal cases 
on extraterritorial acts proscribed by article 360 of the RF Criminal 
Code constitutes rather an exception. Having regard to the said factors, 
the RF Prosecutor General’s Office and later Investigative Committee 
investigated an armed attack on the Russian diplomatic mission vehicle 
in 2006 in Baghdad, Iraq, as a result of which the RF Embassy officers 
were taken hostage and killed. This crime triggered the amendment of 
Russian law on counteraction of terrorism, providing for the use beyond 
the Russian Federation territory of the RF Armed Forces formations 
and Federal Security Service special task units for combating terrorist 
activity in exercise of the right to individual or collective self-defence. 
In 2013, the RF Investigative Committee launched an investigation into 
the assassination of First Secretary of the consular section at the RF 
Embassy in Abkhazia D.V. Vishernev and his spouse, an employee of 
the Embassy’s consular section, committed in their garage in Sukhumi. 

In October 2014, the Main Investigations Directorate of the RF 
Investigative Committee opened a criminal case in connection with 
the June 2014 attack on the Russian Embassy in Kiev, under article 
360(1) of the RF Criminal Code (‘Attack on offices and transport 
means of persons under international protection’). According to the 
investigation, on 14 and 15 June 2014, groups of over 1,500 unidentified 
people that were members of Ukrainian radical nationalistic armed 
groups ‘Right Sector’, ‘Maidan Self-Defence’, and other unidentified 
nationalists attacked the Russian Embassy in Kiev. Aggressive people 
armed with axes, baseball bats, stones, Molotov cocktails and other 
objects, chanting anti-Russian slogans, turned upside-down, damaged 
and destroyed 7 diplomatic cars parked on a parking lot, and removed 
paving blocks in front of the Embassy. Then they used those paving 
blocks to smash all the windows on the Embassy building’s facade and 
tried to set it on fire by throwing Molotov cocktails. As a result, the 
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pecuniary damage caused to the Embassy building and other property 
stood at over 18.8 million rubles.

An Investigative Committee’s press release informed that “such a 
belated commencement of criminal proceedings is connected with the 
fact that we hoped Ukrainian competent authorities would carry out 
an objective investigation. But after several months’ lapse, we can see 
that they have only confined themselves to formal detentions of a few 
participants of the disorders. Actual orchestrators of the crimes and 
those who financed them have not been punished. Besides, it is only 
now that the sum of the damage inflicted on the Embassy building has 
been established. That is why the Investigative Committee has taken 
a decision to launch a criminal investigation, in order to identify and 
hold responsible, in accordance with law, all the organizers of and 
persons who financed that crime. The data on those persons are already 
in the possession of the investigation authority. A legal assessment will 
be made of Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine Arsen Avakov’s and 
his subordinates’ actions,1 who, being present in the square near the 
Russian Embassy, had not undertaken necessary measures to suppress 
the nationalists’ criminal acts”.2

In the course of the investigation, an Embassy employee was 
questioned as a witness in Moscow who also provided the Embassy’s 
photo and video materials documenting the attack, which were 
attached to the record of the questioning as evidence. Operational and 
investigatory measures have yielded the identities of 56 persons from 
among the participants and organizers of the attack.

In November 2015, the RF Investigative Committee charged 
one person (a Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada deputy) as an accused in 
absentia with the participation in the commission of the attack on the 
Embassy which, in turn, was reclassified in the course of investigation 

1    P.A. Litvishko, “Vozbuzhdenie i rassledovanie ugolovnogo dela o prestuplenii, 
sovershennom dolzhnostnym litsom inostrannogo gosudarstva”, Mezhdunar. ugolovnoe 
pravo i mezhdunar. yustitsiya 3 (2014): 5–8.

2    V.I. Markin, “Vozbuzhdeno ugolovnoe delo po faktu napadeniya na Posol’stvo 
Rossiyskoy Federatsii v Kieve, sovershennogo v iyune 2014 goda”, official website of 
the RF Investigative Committee, Oct. 30, 2014, http://sledcom.ru/news/item/524042/; 
N. Kozlova, “Rossiyskaya gazeta: “Ikh znayut v litso”: SKR vozbudil delo o napadenii 
na nashe posol’stvo v Kieve”, official website of the RF Investigative Committee, Oct. 31, 
2014, accessed Apr. 26, 2015, http://sledcom.ru/press/smi/item/509272/.
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to a more serious degree under article 360(2) of the RF Criminal 
Code as committed for the purpose of escalating the armed conflict 
in Southeastern Ukraine, provocation of war and complication of 
Russia–Ukraine relations. In addition, the RF Investigative Committee 
instituted another two related cases on the crimes committed prior to 
and during the attack in question, under articles 2051(1) (‘Aiding and 
Abetting Terrorist Activity’) and 329 (‘Desecration of the State Flag 
of the Russian Federation’) of the RF Criminal Code: one concerns 
the acts of inducing to and otherwise involving other persons in the 
perpetration of that attack on the Embassy, committed by unidentified 
leaders and activists of Ukrainian associations ‘Automaidan’, ‘Liberty’, 
‘Euromaidan’, ‘Maidan Self-Defence’, ‘Crimean Diaspora’ and 
other Ukrainian right-wing radical structures, in particular, by way of 
circulating via the Internet and mobile communications the knowingly 
false information of the involvement of the RF Armed Forces in military 
operations in Southeastern Ukraine; the other relates to the tearing 
down of the RF State Flag from the flagpole located on the Embassy 
compound committed by a group of unidentified individuals.

An inevitable collision of Russia’s and Ukraine’s legal assessments 
and judicial prospects of the occurrence near the Embassy on 14–
15 June 2014 already became evident on 15 June 2014, when the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Internal Affairs instituted criminal proceedings 
on that incident under article 296(2) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine1 
(hooliganism committed by a group of persons, classified by article 12 
CC as a less grave crime).2 The attendant circumstances surrounding 
this attack, which enjoyed a detailed media coverage,3 militated against 
such manifestly inadequate legal classification of the perpetrators’ 
actions by the local authorities, which was pointed out, among others, 
by Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs S.V. Lavrov.4 Next day, the 

1    Kryminal’nyi kodeks Ukrainy of 05.04.2001 No. 2341-III (as of Mar. 2, 2015).
2    “Za faktom huligans’kykh diy bilya Posol’stva RF rozpochato kryminal’ne 

provadzhennya”, official website of the MoI of Ukraine, June 15, 2014, accessed Apr. 
27, 2015, http://mvs.gov.ua/mvs/control/kyiv/uk/publish/article/143376. 

3   See, e.g.: http://ria.ru/trend/attack_Russian_embassy_Kiev.
4   “Otvety Ministra inostrannykh del Rossii S.V. Lavrova na voprosy rossiyskikh SMI, 

15 iyunya 2014 goda”, official website of the RF MFA, accessed Apr. 27, 2015, http://
www.mid.ru/brp_4.nsf/0/B94018C5401D83D944257CF90020C960.
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Ukrainian Interior Ministry declared that the incident could well be ‘a 
special operation of the Russian Federation’s special services’.1

The Ukrainian Criminal Code (article 444(1)) also criminalizes, 
as a grave crime, an attack upon the official premises of persons who 
enjoy international protection, but, unlike the Russian Criminal 
Code, sets out, as an essential, and not as an optional, element, 
the purpose of the act – exerting influence on the character of their 
activity, or on the activity of the States which they represent, or 
provocation of war or international complications. 

Thus, Ukrainian law as well as its application to the incident at issue 
evidently contravene article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, 
including Diplomatic Agents, to which Ukraine is party, since to 
classify an act as a grave transnational crime under the Convention, 
it is sufficient to establish “[t]he intentional commission of [a] violent 
attack upon the official premises … or the means of transport of an 
internationally protected person likely to endanger his person or 
liberty”, irrespective of the purposes and motives of the attack.2 “Each 
State Party shall make these crimes punishable by appropriate penalties 
which take into account their grave3 nature”. 

Flagrant violations of the law of nations are characteristic of 
Ukrainian adjective law in this field as well, suffice it to mention article 

1   “Militsiya Ukrainy ne dopustyla spalennya Posol’stva Rosiys’koy Federatsii 
– Anton Gerashchenko (foto, video)”, official website of the MoI of Ukraine, June 
16, 2014, accessed Apr. 26, 2015, http://mvs.gov.ua/mvs/control/main/uk/publish/
article/1079299.

2    Draft articles on the prevention and punishment of crimes against diplomatic 
agents and other internationally protected persons, Report of the International Law 
Commission on the work of its twenty-fourth session, 2 May–7 July 1972, Official 
Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-seventh session, Supplement No. 10. 
Extract from the Yearbook of the International Law Commission, 1972, vol. II (UN 
Doc. A/8710/Rev.1), pp. 315–16; Question of the protection and inviolability of 
diplomatic agents and other persons entitled to special protection under international 
law, Second report of the Working Group: Revised draft articles on the prevention and 
punishment of crimes against diplomatic agents and other internationally protected 
persons – reproduced in A/CN.4/SR.1191 and SR.1192. Extract from the Yearbook of 
the International Law Commission, 1972, vol. I (UN Doc. A/CN.4/L.188 and Add.1), 
p. 237, para. 30.

3   Draft articles on the prevention and punishment of crimes against diplomatic agents 
and other internationally protected persons, pp. 315–16.
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522 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine1 setting forth that the 
head of a diplomatic mission or consular post of Ukraine may detain an 
individual for a required period, but not in excess of 48 hours, and shall 
be required to ensure the delivery of the detained individual to a unit of 
the public authority in the territory of Ukraine charged with keeping 
detained individuals in custody.

In the course of investigation on the case, the RF Investigative 
Committee has also established other violations by Ukraine of its 
international obligations.

1. The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 19612 
(articles 22, 29):

– The receiving State is under a special duty to take all appropriate 
steps to protect the premises of the mission against any intrusion or 
damage and to prevent any disturbance of the peace of the mission or 
impairment of its dignity;

– The receiving State shall take all appropriate steps to prevent any 
attack on the person, freedom or dignity of a diplomatic agent.

Such appropriate steps have not been taken. 
2. The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes 

against Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents 
(articles 5, 10, 11):3

– Whenever any of the crimes set forth in the Convention has been 
committed against an internationally protected person, any State Party 
which has information concerning the victim and the circumstances of 
the crime shall endeavour to transmit it, under the conditions provided 
for in its internal law, fully and promptly to the State Party on whose 
behalf he was exercising his functions;

– The State Party where an alleged offender is prosecuted shall 
communicate the final outcome of the proceedings to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall transmit the information to 
the other States Parties. 

1    Kryminal’nyi protsesual’nyi kodeks Ukrainy of 13.04.2012 No. 4651-VI (as of Mar. 
4, 2015).

2    Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (Vienna, 18 Apr. 1961), UN Treaty 
Series, vol. 500, p. 95.

3    A.I. Bastrykin, Vzaimodeystvie vnutrigosudarstvennogo i mezhdunarodnogo prava 
v sfere sovetskogo ugolovnogo sudoproizvodstva (pereizdanie monogr.) (Moscow, 2013), 
139–41.
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The Russian Party has not received the said information. 
– States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of 

assistance in connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect 
of the relevant crimes, including the supply of all evidence at their 
disposal necessary for the proceedings.

A request for legal assistance forwarded to the Ukrainian side in the 
said criminal case remains unexecuted.

3. Resolution 67/94 adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on 14 December 2012 “Consideration of effective measures to 
enhance the protection, security and safety of diplomatic and consular 
missions and representatives”1 (paras 3, 4, 6, 10), urging States:

– to ensure, in conformity with their international obligations, the 
protection, security and safety of diplomatic and consular missions and 
representatives officially present in territories under their jurisdiction, 
including practical measures to prevent and prohibit in their territories 
illegal activities of persons, groups and organizations that encourage, 
instigate, organize or engage in the perpetration of acts against the 
security and safety of such missions and representatives; 

– to take all appropriate measures at the national and international 
levels to prevent any acts of violence against diplomatic and consular 
missions and representatives, and to ensure, with the participation of the 
United Nations where appropriate, that such acts are fully investigated 
with a view to bringing offenders to justice;  

– to take all appropriate measures, in accordance with international 
law, at the national and international levels, to prevent any abuse of 
diplomatic or consular privileges and immunities, in particular serious 
abuses, including those involving acts of violence;

– to report to the UN Secretary-General, in a concise and 
expeditious manner and in accordance with the guidelines prepared by 
the UN Secretary-General, serious violations of the protection, security 
and safety of diplomatic and consular missions and representatives; 

– The State in which the serious violation of the protection, security 
and safety of diplomatic and consular missions and representatives 
took place, to report to the UN Secretary-General, in a concise and 
expeditious manner and in accordance with the guidelines prepared by 

1    UN Doc. A/RES/67/94 of Jan. 14, 2013.
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the UN Secretary-General, on measures taken to bring the offender 
to justice and eventually to communicate, in accordance with its laws, 
the final outcome of the proceedings against the offender, and to 
report on measures adopted with a view to preventing a repetition of 
such violations.

Neither the above measures have been taken, nor, judging by the 
documents of the sixty-ninth session of the UN General Assembly’s 
Sixth Committee,1 the said reports and communications have been 
forwarded to the UN Secretary-General by the Ukrainian side, 
despite the fact that during the session, a representative of the Russian 
Federation raised the issues of Ukraine having not taken the necessary 
measures to prevent the attack in question and of the necessary steps 
to conduct a thorough investigation in order to call the perpetrators to 
account.2

Such ‘extraterritorial’ criminal cases on the seemingly ‘faceless’ 
mob of attackers’ acts have real prospects of success: it may be 
possible to identify, from various sources, their masterminds, aiders 
and abettors, including financing ones, leaders and active participants 
who can be tracked down and detained at a later point in the territory 
of the sending State or third countries, and to collect necessary 
video evidence. Besides, domestic laws ordinarily provide for non-
applicability of statutory limitations to the transnational crimes in 
question. Such investigations contribute to the sending State’s image 
in the international arena as a power actively enforcing the protective 
principle and aspiring to ensure unavoidability of punishment 
for crimes against its interests committed with the host country’s 
indulgence, connivance, instigation, or complicity. 

In the case where the culprits guilty of attacking the diplomatic 
mission would be sentenced in the host State just for hooliganism, 
rather than for that grave transnational crime, the respective judgment 
could not, in our view, constitute valid grounds, pursuant to article 
12(3) of the RF Criminal Code, for relieving them of criminal 

1    General Assembly of the United Nations, Sixth Committee (Legal), official 
website, accessed Apr. 27, 2015, http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/.

2    Summary record of the 15th meeting held on 21 Oct. 2014, UN General Assembly 
Sixth Committee, sixty-ninth session (UN Doc. A/C.6/69/SR.15 of 2 Dec. 2014), p. 
10, paras 56–57.
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liability under article 360 of the Code. The principle ne bis in idem 
should not be subject to an extensive interpretation in such cases of 
the exercise of national jurisdiction, which is also characteristic of 
international justice bodies’ jurisdiction. Pursuant to article 20 of the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, “[n]o person who 
has been tried by another court for conduct also proscribed under 
article 6, 7 or 8 shall be tried by the [International Criminal] Court 
with respect to the same conduct unless the proceedings in the other 
court: (a) Were for the purpose of shielding the person concerned 
from criminal responsibility for crimes within the jurisdiction of the 
[International Criminal] Court; or (b) Otherwise were not conducted 
independently or impartially in accordance with the norms of due 
process recognized by international law and were conducted in a 
manner which, in the circumstances, was inconsistent with an intent 
to bring the person concerned to justice”.1 

Apart from that, the 1972 European Convention on the Transfer 
of Proceedings in Criminal Matters applicable to the relevant Russia-
Ukraine relations establishes that “a Contracting State shall not, unless 
it has itself requested the proceedings, be obliged to recognize the effect 
of ne bis in idem if the act which gave rise to the judgment was directed 
against either a person or an institution or any thing having public status 
in that State”.2

1    Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court of 17 July 1998 (as of 16 Jan. 
2002). See also article 17 of the Rome Statute on unwillingness or inability of the relevant 
State to carry out the appropriate investigation, prosecution or court proceedings.

2    European Convention on the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal Matters of 15 
May 1972, and the Explanatory Report on it (part V (A), (B)). See also: O.I. Rabtsevich, 
“Printsip odnokratnosti privlecheniya k otvetstvennosti za odno pravonarushenie (ne 
bis in idem): mezhdunarodnye i vnutrigosudarstvennye aspekty”, Mezhdunar. ugolovnoe 
pravo i mezhdunar. yustitsiya 4 (2010): 17–22.
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Alfiya R. Kayumova,
PhD in Law

On the relationship between the jurisdictional principles  
of protection and universality in the investigation  

of crimes in Ukraine1

All Russians are concerned by the events taking place in Ukraine. The 
armed conflict, claiming tens of civilian lives daily, amidst massive 
sweeps, crumbling civil buildings – kindergartens, schools, hospitals; 
when hostages are taken, weapons prohibited under international law 
are used; an information war is under way – all this is witnessed by our 
State’s citizens with great heartache.

And today, the issue of bringing the people guilty of committing 
these crimes to criminal liability has been raised sharply.

In an interview with ITAR-TASS on June 9, the official representative 
of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, V. Markin, 
announced that in connection with events in Ukraine, six criminal 
cases are under investigation: 

against the leader of the ‘Right Sector’, D. Yarosh, who publicly 
appealed to anti-Russian forces to engage in extremist acts and terror 
in Russia;

against a Ukrainian businessman, G. Balashov, who publicly called 
for the killing of Russian citizens;

on the attempted murder of the operator of the Russia Today Ruptly 
video news agency, F. Zavaleykov;

concerning the threats received by some Russian governors in 
connection with the events in Ukraine;

concerning the illegal decision of officials of the Prosecutor 
General’s Office of Ukraine, who initiated a criminal case against the 
commander of the Black Sea Fleet of the Russian Federation, A. Vitko;

on the use of prohibited warfare methods, initiated under Article 356 
of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, for whose investigation 

1   Article by Alfiya R. Kayumova, Associate Professor, Department of International 
and European Law, Kazan (Volga Region) Federal University, published in the journal 
‘Evraziyskiy yuridicheskiy zhurnal’ 9(76) (2014): 40-42.
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a specialized department has been set up within the structure of the 
Investigative Committee.1

On June 18, the Investigative Committee initiated a criminal case 
and then issued an order to put the governor of the Dnepropetrovsk 
region, I. Kolomoysky, and Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, A. 
Avakov, on the international wanted persons list. They are suspected 
of using the prohibited means and methods of warfare, organizing a 
murder, kidnapping and obstruction of legitimate journalistic activities. 
The investigative authority also believes that they were involved in the 
capture of journalists from the TV channel ‘Star’ and the death of All-
Russia State Television and Radio Broadcasting Company journalists I. 
Kornelyuk and A. Voloshin.2

In this regard, I would like to draw attention to the legal basis and 
possibility for Russia to exercise criminal jurisdiction in relation to 
Ukrainian citizens. 

In the said interview, V. Markin stated that, instituting criminal 
proceedings, the Investigative Committee was guided by the provisions 
of Article 12 of the RF Criminal Code, which sets forth the grounds for 
the exercise of extraterritorial jurisdiction by Russia. 

It should be reminded that the extension of criminal jurisdiction 
over individuals by the State is based on a number of basic principles. 
The main ones are territorial principle, personality (national, active 
nationality) principle, passive personality (passive nationality) principle, 
the principle of protection (security), and the universal principle:

territorial – depends on the place of the crime and implies the 
full exercise of the criminal jurisdiction of the State with respect to 
all persons who have committed a criminal offence and are within its 
territory;

personality (nationality, active personality) – depends on the 
nationality of the offender, and suggests the extension of criminal law 
of the State over its citizens, regardless of their location;

1    See V.I. Markin, “Sledstvennyi komitet rassleduet shest’ ugolovnykh del 
po sobytiyam na Ukraine”, accessed June 9, 2014, http://russian.rt.com/arti-
cle/35732#ixzz3B1znNc00.

2    “RF ob’yavila v mezhdunarodnyi rozysk Kolomoyskogo i Avakova”, accessed June 
21, 2014, http://novosti-n.org/ukraine_article/read/8690.html.
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passive nationality (passive personality) –depends on the nationality 
of the victim of the crime; 

protective (principle of security) –depends on the fact, whether the 
interests of the State have been violated or the security of the State has 
been endangered;

universal – depends on the fact whether the violation is regarded as 
a threat to all humanity.

Article 12 of the RF Criminal Code defines the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction of the Russian Federation with respect to foreign persons. 
According to paragraph 3, foreign nationals who committed crimes 
outside of Russia, are subject to criminal liability under the RF 
Criminal Code in cases where the offence is directed against the 
interests of the Russian Federation, or a citizen of this country, as well 
as in the cases provided for in a treaty, if they have not been convicted 
of it in a foreign State.

As we can see, the provisions of this paragraph set forth the three 
principles of extraterritorial jurisdiction –passive nationality, protection 
and universality.

V. Markin noted that the Investigative Committee’s initiation of 
criminal cases on using prohibited means and methods of warfare is 
based on the universal principle. This opinion is also shared by Professor 
A.G. Volevodz.1 Rather, among the representatives of Russian science 
of international law, quite a few scholars support this view.

However, in our opinion, this statement is not entirely unambivalent 
and is debatable.

The point is that the basis for criminal responsibility for war crimes 
and other crimes committed on the territory of Ukraine may also be the 
principle of protection (security).

Referring to the history of pre-revolutionary science, it becomes 
apparent that the problems of the States’ criminal jurisdiction have 
always been at the core of the international criminal law doctrine. 
Determination of the spatial extent of application of criminal law – 
is one of the earliest institutions of international criminal law, which 
constituted the major subject of its legal regulation.

1    See A.G. Volevodz, “Ugolovnoe delo o voennykh prestupleniyakh v Ukraine 
vozbuzhdeno pravomerno”, accessed June 21, 2014, http://www.mgimo.ru/experts/.
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In this respect, the content of works concerning international 
criminal law is characteristic for Russian scientists of the pre-
revolutionary period.

In particular, Professor F.F. Martens stated: “International 
criminal law contains a set of legal rules governing the terms of mutual 
international judicial assistance of States in the exercise of their 
punitive power in the field of international intercourse.”1 A similar 
definition can be found in the writings of V. Ulyanitsky, V.P. Danevsky, 
V. Spasovich and others who have restricted the concept of international 
criminal law, to questions of jurisdiction and mutual legal assistance of 
States.2 And Professor P. Kazansky writes: “International criminal law 
almost does not comprise substantive law elements. Actually, they are 
unnecessary...”3

Professor P.I. Lyublinsky, equating international criminal law and 
the issue of application of criminal law across space, wrote: “In this 
paper we intend to address some of the gaps, which have surfaced in 
defining the limits of the criminal law’s effect, or, as it is customary to 
refer to this area – in the field of international criminal law”.4

Analysis of the works of these authors attests that, in essence, they 
included in the subject of international criminal law the regulation 
of two issues: the rights and obligations of States in their prosecution 
of criminal offences committed outside their territory; and the limits 
of legal assistance rendered by States in the course of prosecution of 
criminal offences.

Both questions were reviewed and evaluated by representatives of the 
international law and criminal law scientific communities differently. 
With respect to the first question, four theories were put forth: the 

1    F.F. Martens, Sovremennoe mezhdunarodnoe pravo tsivilizovannykh narodov, vol. 2 
(St. Petersburg, 1905), 388. 

2    V. Ul’yanitsky, Mezhdunarodnoe pravo (Tomsk, 1911), 319; V.P. Danevsky, Posobie 
k izucheniyu istorii i sistemy mezhdunarodnogo prava, iss. 2 (Kharkov, 1892), 33; V. 
Spasovich, Uchebnik ugolovnogo prava, vol. 1 (St. Petersburg, 1863), 74; A. Mirles, 
Kratkiy kurs mezhdunarodnogo prava (Kiev, 1911), 85. 

3    P. Kazansky, Uchebnik mezhdunarodnogo prava. Publichnogo i grazhdanskogo 
(Odessa, 1902), 481. 

4    P.I. Lyublinsky, Voprosy mezhdunarodnogo ugolovnogo prava v svyazi s nastoyashchey 
voynoy, b. 1, 2 (Petrograd: Izvestiya MID, 1917), 216.
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concept of territorial application of criminal law; the theory of personal 
jurisdiction; protection theory and cosmopolitan theory. 

Foreign scholars also devoted a lot of attention to the principle of 
safety.1 For example, here is what Ian Brownlie said: “According to the 
principle of protection or security, States can claim their jurisdiction 
over crimes committed abroad against foreign nationals, which are 
considered to pose a threat to some fundamental national interests or 
security of the State. The degree to which this principle can justify the 
assertion of jurisdiction, depends on the category of crimes”.2 

In other words, any State has the right to react to a crime committed 
abroad, which directly affects its essential interests. At the core of this 
provision lies the principle of protection (security). Based on this 
principle, the State has extraterritorial criminal jurisdiction in cases 
where the security of its interests affected by the crime, due to various 
reasons, cannot be provided by another State on whose territory the 
crime was committed or whose national the offender is.

In order to establish the jurisdiction of the injured State on the 
basis of the protective principle, it is not necessary for the act to be 
criminalized and penalized under both countries’ laws; however, such 
jurisdiction can be realized only with respect to certain categories of 
crimes. In some States, this category of crimes is limited, yet in others 
this list is extensive. The general rule is the fact that the jurisdiction 
of the State, based on the protective principle, may arise in relation 
to those acts that violate its truly essential interests, which include: 
national security, financial stability, security of government officials, 
diplomatic and consular agents. In recent years, there has been a 
trend to include in the category of essential interests of the State: trade 

1    F.T. Piggot, Exterritoriality. The Law relating to consular jurisdiction and to residence 
in oriental countries (Hong Kong –London, 1907); R. Garc a-Mora Manuel, “Criminal 
Jurisdiction over Foreigners for Treason and Offenses against the Safety of the State 
Committed upon Foreign Territory”, University of Pittsburgh Law Review 19 (1958): 567; 
I. Cameron, The Protective Principle of International Criminal Jurisdiction (Dartmouth, 
1994); B. Abelson Adam, “The Prosecute/Extradite Dilemma: Concurrent Criminal 
Jurisdiction and Global Governance”, UC Davis Journal of International Law and Policy 
4(16) (2009): 118.

2    Consider Randall, above, note 3 at 787 (discussion at note 11 thereof); and 
Brownlie, above, note 1 at 307.
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relations, environmental protection relations, safety of maritime and 
air traffic, and others.

The 1996 Criminal Code of the Russian Federation, regulating the 
territorial application of criminal law and its effect with respect to the 
range of persons, for the first time provided for the protective principle 
that had long been denied by national science and practice. Now, 
foreign citizens and stateless persons not residing permanently in the 
territory of the Russian Federation and who committed a crime outside 
its borders, are criminally liable in cases where the crime was directed 
against the interests of the Russian Federation (Article 12(3)).

Turning to the relation of the protective principle and the 
universality principle, it should be noted that they have a lot in 
common: no need in double criminality, the possibility to exercise 
jurisdiction in absentia –in the absence of the suspect or the accused, 
as well as the application to only certain categories of crimes. The 
scope and application are controversial issues with regard to the 
principles of protection and universality. It is no accident that already 
year after year the Sixth Committee of the UN General Assembly has 
been working on the codification of the universality principle.

A.I. Boytsov, analyzing the protective principle, calls it, in fact, a 
duplicate of the universality principle.1

However, there is a significant difference between them: universal 
jurisdiction implies the possibility of its exercise by any State, regardless 
of the locus delicti and the citizenship of the accused and the victim. In 
the case of the implementation of criminal jurisdiction on the basis of 
the protective principle, it is necessary to have affected the interests and 
security of the State exerting jurisdiction.

According to the advisory statement of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross ‘Universal Jurisdiction over War Crimes’, the 
extraterritorial principle of protection requires “the existence of some 
link between the act committed and the State asserting jurisdiction, 
while universal jurisdiction, a supplementary basis for asserting 
extraterritorial jurisdiction, requires no such link”.2

1    See A.I. Boytsov, Deystvie ugolovnogo zakona vo vremeni i prostranstve (St. 
Petersburg: Publishing House of St. Petersburg University, 1995), 175. 

2   Statement of the ICRC Advisory Service “Universal jurisdiction over war crimes”, 
accessed June 21, 2014, www.icrc.org/.../united-nations-universal-jurisdiction-
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In other words, if the criminal proceedings with respect to war crimes 
committed by citizens of Ukraine in the south-east of the country, were 
initiated by, for example, one of the European countries, it would be 
universal jurisdiction.

But Russia today is directly affected by the events in Ukraine, by the 
tragedy that has unfolded in a once close and neighboring country. In 
the said interview with ITAR-TASS, V. Markin stated that the very fact 
that several victims were citizens of the Russian Federation serves as the 
basis for Russia to enforce its criminal jurisdiction, however, note, not 
universal. 

The Ukrainian armed conflict naturally affects the interests and 
security of our State: murder and torture of journalists – Russian citizens; 
the attack on the Russian Embassy; sending saboteurs; genocide of the 
Russian-speaking population, with whom we are bonded by centuries-
old historical, spiritual and cultural traditions; crowds of refugees, 
pouring into our country.

Thus, there is every reason to assert that the actions of the Investigative 
Committee of the Russian Federation, with respect to initiation of 
criminal cases related to the events in Ukraine, are well-founded. At the 
same time, we believe that the basic principle of the Russian criminal 
jurisdiction is the protective principle (security principle).

statement-2013-10.
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