Tver Region resident found guilty of killing deputy of legislative
assembly

A court has recognized the evidence gathered by the Tver Region authorities of the Investigative
Committee sufficient to convict resident of the settlement of Mirny, Torzhok District, Tver Region,
Mikhail Golubev. He was found guilty of killing deputy of the Tver Region Legislative Assembly,
Chairman of the Mir collective farm Nikolai Popov (Part 1 of Article 105 of the RF Penal Code).

It has been reported that the dead body of 69-year-old deputy of Tver Region Legislative Assembly
and chairman of the Mir collective farm Nikolai Popov with a gunshot wound to his chest was found
in the morning of 23 September 2015 on the outskirts of the village of Spass, Torzhok District, Tver
Region lying near a Suzuki Grand Vitara vehicle.

A man involved in the murder of the deputy was detained on 2 October 2015 as a result of joint
efforts of the investigators of the Tver Region Investigations Directorate, criminalists of the
Investigative Committee’s Central Office and operative officers of the Tver Region Office of the
Russian Ministry of the Interior and the Main Crime Detection Office. It was 65-year-old resident of
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the village of Mirny, Torzhok District, Tver Region Mikhail Golubev, who had worked in the
collective farm under the direction of Popov. The initial investigation, including detailed
examination of the crime scene, correct versions and modern forensic tests helped to solve the crime
in a short time.

The investigators have found that in 2015, Golubev who had worked over 38 years on the Mir
collective farm, over 32 of which in executive positions, had an intention to kill Popov because the
latter had refused to take him back to work on the farm. To commit the crime, the accused decided
to use a 16 caliber cartridge he possessed legally and a sawn-off gun he possessed illegally.

About 6 AM, 23 September 2015, Golubev knowing that at that time Popov would leave his
household in his car, took the gun and walked to his house in the village of Spass and hid in the
bushes. After Popov had gone past the gates and left the car to close the gates, the accused got into
the car and hid on the back seat. When the deputy got back into the car and left the village, the
accused shot at Popov once through the back of the driver’s seat. Wounded Popov drove the car into
a field and managed to get out the car, but the accused hit him four times on the head with the gun.
After the crime Golubev headed for home. On his way he took the gun apart and threw the parts
along the road to the village of Mozhaytsevo, Torzhok District, which were later found by
investigator criminalists of the regional investigations directorate and workers of the Russian
Emergencies Ministry using high-tech forensic technologies.

The court has sentenced Golubev to 9 years to be served in a maximum-security penal colony and a
800 thousand rubles of damages.
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